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FTD
Liz first noticed the symptoms about a year and a half ago.
Forgetting a word, struggling to end a sentence, losing her thoughts in the
midst of a conversation. Initially, her primary care physician thought little
of it, but just to be sure ordered some diagnostic tests as well as an MRI.
Concerned about the results, he referred Liz to a neuropsychologist who
performed a much broader battery of tests. Over the ensuing months, she
was seen by 3 other neurological specialists and this past December all of
those visits and tests and consults culminated with a diagnosis that has
been agreed upon by all of these experts.
Liz is in the early stages of a disease called FTD (Frontotemporal Dementia).
A simplistic definition of the disease reads as follows:
“Frontotemporal dementia (FTD) or frontotemporal degenerations refers to a group of
disorders caused by progressive nerve cell loss in the brain's frontal lobes…”
And while still in its early stages, FTD and its symptoms have now become part of Liz’s life, and part of our story. It
was difficult deciding when to bring you into the story. We value you so much and are glad now for the opportunity
to invite you to be part of this newest chapter in our lives.
We realize that in sharing this we are opening ourselves to a million questions (and don’t let that worry you, we
have a million more!). What’s Liz’s future prognosis? What does this mean day to day? How is Liz handling this?
How are you both handling this? How is Liz being cared for? What does this mean for your ministry? How…what…
who…where……
Liz would like you to know that she is feeling physically well, perhaps struggling most with an inability to fully
express her words and phrases at times. She loves being near family and is enjoying helping to care for her aging
mother in our home. Most days are comfortingly normal, and yet there is the realization that what has been our
previous “normal” might never be “normal” again.
For the foreseeable future Liz will not be traveling internationally. At this time, we are living in Lincoln, Nebraska,
close to Liz’s family. Steve is continuing in their ministry with Brasil and Haiti and Globalfingerprints, working
closely with our mission leadership on how to further our partnerships, leadership development and coaching
opportunities….with a plan of traveling 7-10 days per month overseas.
(Attached is a letter from one of our ReachGlobal directors giving a fuller explanation on their response to our situation.)
If you’re wondering, in between our travels and ministry responsibilities we continue to enjoy wonderful moments
together and sweet times with family, friends and church(es). God’s presence…God’s presence has been
undeniably close at each and every step. And Liz’s life verse, more than ever, has become our anchor:
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives.
Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27)
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March 23, 2020
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
May God’s grace be with you during these difficult days.
I want to thank you for your constant support for Liz and Steve over many years.
You, better than anyone else, know the grace, passion and dedication that Liz
and Steve have shown over their decades of ministry with ReachGlobal.
One of the biggest honors that I have in my ministry is to be able to walk
alongside our staff as they experience life’s greatest joy’s and sorrows. It is a
precious gift and stewardship that God has given me for it allows me to
experience the hearts of those that I am blessed to lead.
During the last year or so, I have been walking alongside Steve and Liz as they
faced much uncertainty. As time has progressed, they have gained a better
understanding of what their family is now facing. It has not been an easy journey
for them.
Now, more than ever, they will need you to stand firm with them in life and
ministry. Liz and Steve have been a team from day one. They have served
together and have modeled Godliness, ministry and unity as a couple and as a
family. You can be certain, that will not change. Perhaps as never before, they
will be blessed with walking together as one flesh -- faithfully loving our Lord, one
another, and those that they serve. It will look very different than either of them
could have ever imagined a year ago, and believe me, that realization has been
very painful.
They remain committed to ministry with ReachGlobal and we remain committed
to their service with us. Out of a position of weakness in the flesh, our prayer is
that God’s power would be greatly manifested in and through them. As Steve has
mentioned in his letter, he will continue to serve by traveling and by coaching and
mentoring from a distance. I have seen Steve’s ministry bear fruit even as he and
Liz have been in Nebraska, and I am confident that God will continue to use
Steve to spread His gospel throughout Brazil and Haiti. His diligence for his
family and ministry is unquestionable.
I ask you to recommit yourself to Steve and Liz and the ministry that God has
before them. Encourage them with your love and grace. Stand with them and
accompany them to see God’s grace in and through them.
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If you have any questions, please feel free to
omar.rodriguez@efca.org and I will be happy to respond.
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