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1. INTRODUCTION  

Cross of Glory Baptist Church is part of Converge. This profile of Cross of Glory is 

intended to provide an insight into our mission, organization, and resources.  

The members of the pastoral search committee who compiled this profile are:  

 Dan Totman – Chair 

 Paul Rothenberger – Vice Chair 

 Barb Chamberlain – Deacons Rep 

 Betty Foulkes – Missions Rep 

 Erik Stapleton – At Large 

 Kris Kaihoi – At Large 

 Eddy Esco – At Large 

2. PHILOSOPHY  
 
VISION: Becoming a Biblically Functioning Community 
 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to 

the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, at the 

many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. All the believers were 

together and had everything in common. They sold property and possessions 

to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together 

in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 

with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 

saved.   Acts 2: 42-47 

 
PURPOSE:  To glorify God by leading people in becoming fully devoted followers 
of Jesus Christ. 
 
CORE VALUES:  Even though our individual values may differ in relation to 
serving Christ, there are some values we hold in common. 
 

We believe that: 

 The Bible is the standard of truth and the final authority for all matters of 

Christian faith and conduct. 

 Lost people matter to God, and we will maximize our opportunities to introduce 

them to Him. 
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 The teaching of Biblical principles is essential to the development of fully devoted 

followers of Christ. 

 God alone is worthy of our worship, and we regularly gather as a body of 

believers to glorify and praise Him. 

 As members of His family, God calls us to appropriate His power through 

corporate prayer to change the world in which we live and the lives of those 

around us. 

 Devoted followers of Christ energize their daily lives and deepen their 

relationship with Him through regular personal prayer and Bible study. 

 Each follower of Christ possesses one or more spiritual gifts, and the church 

functions best when its people serve in capacities consistent with their individual 

gifts.  

 The development of Christ-centered, loving, authentic relationships among 

followers of Christ creates a community within which we grow, serve, support and 

challenge one another. 

OUR ASSOCIATION: 

Cross of Glory is in association with Converge (formerly General Baptist Conference), a 

fellowship of over 700 evangelical churches in the U.S. and Canada, having its purpose 

to fulfill the Great Commission of Jesus Christ in Matthew 28:19-20; and having its roots 

in the Swedish Baptist immigrant movement of the 19th century. 

The purpose of Cross of Glory Baptist Church, the covenant among its members, and 

our statement of faith are found in the Church Constitution (see Appendix A).  

3. HISTORY  

On the 12th of August, 1943, a group of people from Bethlehem Baptist Church met to 

consider and discuss the establishment of a Baptist General Conference church in the 

western Minneapolis suburb of St. Louis Park. A decision was made to start the Park 

Baptist Church and to find a temporary location to house the new work. An old empty 

tavern was located, and with great effort was cleaned up and made presentable for 

worship. Later this property was purchased for $6200.00 plus $500.00 for an adjoining 

lot. Four families were responsible for the humble beginning.  

Thirty-two people attended the first meeting of this new church on Sunday, October 10, 

1943. Dedication was held on October 31st of the same year. This church was officially 

organized as a sister church by a Council of Twin City Conference Churches on April 3, 

1944. The charter membership was 22.  
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During September of 1946, several lots were purchased on Vernon Avenue and 41st 

Street. In November of that same year two more lots were added. A basement church 

was built on these lots, which was dedicated on June 6th, 1948. In the fall of 1952, work 

began on the super structure of the church. Much of the finishing work was done by 

members who joined in work and fellowship. The new church was dedicated on 

November 22, 1953. Membership was 120.  

Cross of Glory received its genesis from a merger of the Park Baptist Church of St. 

Louis Park and the First Baptist Church of Hopkins. This was consummated in October, 

1969. No history of First Baptist of Hopkins is available.  

Cross of Glory met at the Park Baptist location until September of 1970 when that site 

was sold and the church moved to the First Baptist Church of Hopkins' site. The church 

met there until July, 1972 at which time a move was made to Katherine Curren 

Elementary School in Hopkins. In August of that year the Bush Lake Church indicated a 

desire to join with Cross of Glory. The Bush Lake members were welcomed to 

membership at Cross of Glory on October 8, 1972, and the properties of the Bush Lake 

Church were deeded to Cross of Glory.  

On Sunday, October 29th, 1972, the church met for the first time at its current location 

in a new facility at the intersection of Excelsior Boulevard and Shady Oak Road in 

Hopkins. Rev. Leonard Karlberg was the first Pastor of this newly formed congregation.  

The church, in its new location, grew and more room was needed. An addition of 

several Sunday school rooms, and a gymnasium was added in the mid 70's to relieve 

the need for space.  

In December 1983, Rev. William L. Malam came to fill the pulpit at Cross of Glory. His 

preaching and guidance served us well.  Pastor Malam retired in 1991. 

Pastor Jon Herring and his wife, Connie, faithfully served our congregation for the past 

28 years.  Pastor Jon retired in June 2020. 

During the history of the church, under the leadership of its Pastors, the church has 

been privileged to train several men who are serving the Lord in other places. 

This cursory history is far from complete in detail, but gives an overview of the church, 

its service to the community, its membership, and our commitment to Jesus Christ and 

His Kingdom here on earth.  
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4. COMMUNITY  

Cross of Glory Baptist Church is located on the western edge of Hopkins, which is a first 

ring suburb west of downtown Minneapolis. Cross of Glory is expected to draw its future 

growth primarily from the communities of Hopkins, St. Louis Park, Minnetonka, Eden 

Prairie, and surrounding suburbs.  

The Twin Cities Metropolitan Area is a collection of diverse scenes -- large cities, small 

towns, and open farmland. The people of the metropolitan area come from many 

different ethnic backgrounds and cultures. The metropolitan area is also characterized 

by an extensive network of parks, a well-developed transportation system that meets 

many mobility needs, an excellent public school system, several highly regarded 

colleges and universities, and health care facilities that include the University of 

Minnesota Hospital and the Mayo Clinic in nearby Rochester. It offers outdoor 

entertainment that ranges from the Valley Fair Amusement Park and fishing on local 

lakes in the summer to cross-country and downhill skiing in the winter. Its location offers 

many advantages, such as access to major highways, large shopping malls, 

neighborhood shopping centers, excellent school districts, and easy access to the 

Minneapolis/St. Paul International Airport. 

Minnesota is home to many professional sports franchises including Twins, Vikings, 

Wild, Timberwolves, Lynx, Minnesota United FC, and Minnesota Whitecaps.  

A comfortable mix of culture is found in Minnesota. It spans a broad spectrum from a 

Shakespeare production at the Guthrie Theatre to the collections of Art, from a summer 

concert in the park to a performance by the Minnesota Orchestra.  

5. PROGRAMS  

Cross of Glory maintains a full schedule of programs and activities to meet the diverse 

needs of its members and friends. The programs address the needs of individuals and 

families to: worship God, study the Bible, pray, interact socially, and to serve.  

The following is a summary of the church schedule/programs as they exist today:  

5.1 SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES  

Cross of Glory currently holds three Sunday morning worship services.  The first 

service is a traditional service, featuring organ, piano and choir.  The second 

service is a contemporary service, featuring several praise bands and 

contemporary music.  The third service is Cruz de Gloria, our Hispanic service. 

These services strive to create an atmosphere which will lead the congregation 

into the presence of God for worship. The central aspects of these worship 
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services are the clear preaching of God's Word as presented in the Bible and 

worship through music, prayer, and the sharing of the Lord's Supper. Nursery 

and children's church are provided.  

5.2 OTHER MINISTRIES  

Please see the Cross of Glory Baptist Church website for a listing and description 

of the various ministries at www.crossofglory.church.  They include the following: 

 Kids 

 Youth 

 Small Groups 

 Missions 

 Music 

 Women’s Ministries 

 Men’s Ministries 

6. MEMBERSHIP  

The current active membership of Cross of Glory is 227.  Total attendance has 

been decreasing in the past three to five years, going from around 400 in 2015 to 

around 230 pre-COVID in 2020. 

7. FINANCE   

The general budget for 2020/21 is $690,000 and the Missions Budget is $77,000.  

8. FACILITIES  

The facilities owned by Cross of Glory Baptist Church are located on 

approximately three and one-half acres of land situated at the comer of Shady 

Oak Road and Excelsior Boulevard in Hopkins, Minnesota. Present facilities 

consist of an air-conditioned sanctuary, educational area, kitchen, offices, and a 

gymnasium.  

9. STAFF  

 Mark Ostlie – Interim Senior Pastor and Executive Pastor 

 Edgar Hernandez – Assistant Pastor, Cruz de Gloria 

 Kyle Monroe – Youth Pastor 

 Shelley Gruling – Children’s Pastor 

 Jenna Broberg – Contemporary Worship Director 

 David Benson – Traditional Worship Director 

 Amy Hernandez – Welcome and Connections Director 

 Ken Kallman – Senior Adult Ministries Director 

 Lorie Paulson – Office Manager 

http://www.crossofglory.church/
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10. ADMINISTRATION  

The governing structure at Cross of Glory consists of: 

 Leadership Team 

 Deacon Team 

 Missions Team 

 Finance Team 
 
  



8 | P a g e  
 

APPENDIX A 
 

CONSTITUTION 
 

ARTICLE I 
CORPORATION  
A. The name of this corporation shall be CROSS OF GLORY BAPTIST CHURCH. 
B. This Church shall be a member of the Minnesota Baptist Conference and Converge. 
 

ARTICLE II 
 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE AND COVENANT  
Based on the Bible as the standard of truth, the purpose of Cross of Glory is to glorify God 
through leading people into a continually growing and deepening relationship with Jesus Christ.  
 
Based upon this purpose, we do covenant together by God’s grace, to live our lives consistent 
with the standards of Biblical teaching; including the support of this local ministry in attendance, 
prayer, service and giving; by living lives in word and deed that are an encouragement to others 
to know and be like Jesus Christ; and be reflecting in all our relationships the servant-love of our 
Lord.  
 

ARTICLE III 
 

STATEMENT OF FAITH  
 

A. THE WORD OF GOD  
We believe that the Bible is the Word of God, fully inspired and without error in the 
original manuscripts, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and has supreme 
authority in all matters of faith and conduct. II Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:20-21  
 
B. THE TRINITY  
We believe that there is one living and true God, eternally existing in three persons, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit; each is equal in every divine perfection and each executes 
distinct but harmonious offices in the work of creation, providence and redemption. 
Genesis 1:1, 26; Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14  
 
C. GOD THE FATHER  
We believe in God the Father, an infinite personal spirit perfect in holiness, wisdom, 
power and love. We believe He concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of people, 
hears and answers prayer and saves from sin and death all who come to Him through 
Jesus Christ. Matthew 6:9; John 4:23  
 
D. JESUS CHRIST  
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit. We believe in His virgin birth, sinless life, miracles and teachings. We believe in 
His substitutionary atoning death, bodily resurrection, ascension into heaven, perpetual 
intercession for His people and personal and visible return to earth. Matthew 1:18-25; 
John 1:1,14; Romans 5:8; Hebrews 4:14-15  
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E. THE HOLY SPIRIT  
We believe in the Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father and Son to convict the 
world of sin, righteousness and judgment; and to regenerate, sanctify and empower all 
who believe in Jesus Christ. We believe the Holy Spirit indwells every believer in Christ; 
and He is an abiding helper, teacher and guide. John 16:7-13; Romans 8:9,14-16, 26-27  
 
F. REGENERATION  
We believe that all people are sinners by nature and by choice and are, therefore, under 
condemnation. We believe that those who repent of their sins and trust Jesus Christ as 
Savior are regenerated by the Holy Spirit. Genesis 3:1-7; John 3:3,16-17; 
Romans 3:23-24  
 
G. THE CHURCH  
We believe in the universal church, a living spiritual body of which Jesus Christ is the 
head and all regenerated persons are members. We believe in the local church, 
consisting of a company of believers in Jesus Christ, baptized upon a profession of faith 
and associated for worship, work and fellowship. We believe God has laid upon the 
members of the local church the primary task of giving the gospel of Jesus Christ to a 
lost world. Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 2:41-42; I Corinthians 1:2  
 
H. CHRISTIAN CONDUCT  
We believe Christians should live for the glory of God and the well-being of all people; 
their conduct should be blameless before the world; they should be faithful stewards of 
their possessions and they should seek to realize for themselves and others the full 
stature of maturity in Christ. Romans 12:1-2; I Corinthians 6:19-20  
 
I. THE ORDINANCES  
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has committed the ordinances of baptism and 
Lord’s Supper to the local church. We believe Christian baptism is the immersion in 
water of a believer into the name of the Triune God. We believe the Lord’s Supper was 
instituted by Jesus Christ for the commemoration of His death. We believe these two 
ordinances are for believers in Jesus Christ and should be observed until His return. 
Matthew 26:26-29, 28:19; Romans 6:3-4; I Corinthians 11:23-26  
 
J. RELIGIOUS LIBERTY  
We believe that every human being has direct relations with God and is responsible to 
God alone in all matters of faith; each church is independent and must be free from 
interference by any ecclesiastical or political authority; therefore, the Church and State 
must be kept separate as having different functions with each fulfilling its duties free from 
dictation or patronage of the other. Romans 14:10-11; Galatians 5:1; I Timothy 2:5  
 
K. CHURCH COOPERATION  
We believe local churches can best promote the cause of Jesus Christ by cooperating 
with one another in a denominational organization. Such an organization, whether a 
regional or a district conference, exists and functions by the will of the churches. 
Cooperation in a conference is voluntary and may be terminated at any time. Churches 
may, likewise, cooperate with inter- denominational fellowships on a voluntary, 
independent basis. Romans 15:30-33; 2 Corinthians 8:1-7; Philippians 4:14-18  
 
L. LAST THINGS  
We believe in the personal and visible return of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth and the 
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establishment of His kingdom. We believe in the resurrection of the body, the final 
judgment, the eternal life and joy of the righteous and the endless suffering of the 
wicked. Matthew 25:46; Titus 2:13; I Thessalonians 4:16-17  

 
ARTICLE IV 

 
MEMBERSHIP The membership of this Church shall consist of people who profess belief in the 
Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior. They shall have been baptized by immersion, 
demonstrating a desire to live a life consistent with Biblical standards and be willing to abide by 
the Constitution and Bylaws of the Church.  
 

ARTICLE V  
 

AUTHORITY  
This Church shall remain free and independent of any ecclesiastical or political authority. The 
government of this Church is, therefore, vested in the membership which exercises the right of 
control in all if its affairs, subject to specific delegation of such control as set forth in the Bylaws; 
or in secular legal matters by the State of Minnesota.  
 

ARTICLE VI 
 

PROPERTY  
Members who are in good standing and of legal age shall have control of all real and personal 
church property as set forth in the Bylaws. All such property shall be held in the name of this 
Church.  
 
In the case of a division of this Church, all real and personal church property shall be under the 
control of those who abide by this Constitution as determined by the Board of Stewards of the 
Minnesota Baptist Conference.  
 
In the case of the dissolution of this Church, all church property and indebtedness shall be 
assigned to the Minnesota Baptist Conference.  
 

ARTICLE VII 
 
LEADERSHIP  
The leadership of this Church shall be vested in the pastoral staff, officers and chairpersons as 
set forth in the Bylaws.  

ARTICLE VIII  
 

MEETINGS  
Meetings of this Church shall include public worship, an Annual Election and Budget Meeting 
and an Annual Business Meeting each fiscal year and any regular or special business meetings 
for the purpose of transacting church business as are required or permitted in the Bylaws.  
 

ARTICLE IX 
 

LICENSING AND ORDINATION  
This Church shall license and/or ordain individuals who give evidence of a call and giftedness 
for the gospel ministry, as set forth in the Bylaws.  
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ARTICLE X 
 

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS  
Amendments may be introduced by any member in good standing who is 16 years of age or 
older. Such amendments shall be acted upon at the next regular or special business meeting 
following written notice delivered or mailed not less than 5 nor more than 30 days before the 
meeting, excluding the day of the meeting. Such notice shall state the time, place and purpose 
of the meeting. The affirmative vote of at least two-thirds of the members present and in good 
standing who are 16 years of age or older, shall be required to amend. Voting shall be y secret 
ballot. Each amendment shall include the date if its adoption.  
 

ARTICLE XI 
BYLAWS  
This Church shall provide Bylaws for its administration which shall not conflict with the Word of 
God or with this Constitution.  


