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It’s now been about 3 months since Duane Otto began as lead 
Pastor of Christ Community Church, and it’s been right about 1 
year since First Presbyterian Church of Chenoa gave their building 
to CCC. The progress in the church plant has been encouraging 
and I want to give you an update of what has been going on. 

First, Duane and Julie are off to a great start. Each Monday 
when I speak with Duane at our weekly staff meeting, he is en-
thused about the church, enjoying the opportunity to preach, and 
really enjoying the new friendships that he and Julie are making. 
Duane and Julie have made it their aim to invite individuals and 
families from the church into their home most weekends and have 
cherished the opportunity get to know the congregation. The “joy-
factor” has been high as Duane has immersed himself in the work 
of ministry and I’m very thankful to be able to witness God’s kind-
ness in calling him to CCCC. 

Secondly, we are still partnering together in some ministry 
efforts. In the past, preaching was shared twice per month, but 
we’ve backed that rotation off a little bit. Either Grant or I preach 
in Chenoa about once every 5-6 weeks now and the rotation is not 
as systematic as it was (i.e. every other week). Instead the rotation 
is based on trying to combine all three schedules and various min-
istry needs. The worship team from Gridley is still leading music 
in Chenoa on the first and third Sundays of each month. A huge 
thank you goes out to those who volunteer in our music ministry 
for their willingness to do dual worship services! As Chenoa con-
tinues to gain traction, we will reduce the frequency of shared wor-
ship teams as well.  We want the posture to be one of service toward 
the Chenoa church with openness to hear from Chenoa when they 
are ready for us to reduce our support. 

Thirdly, Chenoa will be hiring a part time administrative assis-
tant, Krystal Lyon. When we sought feedback in the hiring process 
of Duane, both Duane and the congregation mentioned that they 
saw a great need for an administrative assistant to be the organiza-
tional “hub” of the church ministries. In hiring Duane, the expec-
tation was that it would be a “Duane plus” hire, meaning that we 
foresaw an additional hire as soon as possible to do the adminis-
trative work. Krystal has worked with Duane in various capacities 
since 2001, where she was on staff with him at a church in Au-
gusta, Georgia. More recently, she’s been an administrative assis-
tant at Christ Church in Normal (Duane’s previous church), and 
she assists Duane and Julie with administrative duties for Ithaka 

Fellowship. The Chenoa congregation 
is eager to have an administrative or-
ganizer, and Krystal is a perfect fit for 
this role based on her character, her administrative experience, and 
the spirit of teamwork that she has cultivated over the years with 
Duane in ministry.

Fourthly, you may be wondering: Do we have money to hire 
an administrative assistant for Chenoa? That’s a good question, 
and thankfully, the Chenoa Church giving has been generous and 
substantial. Through July of 2018, the church has given $10,438 on 
average per month. Additionally, when we hired Duane, we talked 
with him about salary and he preferred to take less money than we 
offered in order that that money could be used for administrative 
help. In the end, he was satisfied with his compensation and the 
ability to have some money freed up for an administrative assis-
tant, which would be a blessing to him in his work. Further, we set 
aside $80,000 from the 2016 surplus giving as “seed money” to get 
the Chenoa Church plant rolling. After renovations to the sanctu-
ary and a number of ministry needs and events, we still have over 
$30,000 remaining from this initial amount. All that to say, there is 
money available to bring on an administrative assistant, and Che-
noa is well on it’s way to being a self-supporting church. 

The fifth update about Chenoa is regarding the future. Duane 
has begun setting forth a plan to develop membership, officers, 
a constitution, and a timetable for Chenoa to be an autonomous 
church. Our initial timeframe was that the church plant would be 
autonomous in 3-5 years. We’re in no rush for autonomy, but we 
do want to begin a process of working on these long-term plans 
for Chenoa to be its own independent church. The elders will be 
regularly discussing the steps to make Chenoa it’s own church in a 
healthy manner, with Duane leading the way in this effort. 

New faces continue to join the Chenoa Church, as Sunday morn-
ing worship attendance is usually between 90-110 people. The spir-
it in the congregation is very friendly and the presence of the Holy 
Spirit is among Christ’s Community Church of Chenoa. Please 
continue to pray for the church in Chenoa, and don’t hesitate to 
take a Sunday morning field trip to join the church for morning 
worship some Sunday!
Grace and Peace,
Andy
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Jr. High Over 40 kids showed up for the annual messy 
kick off complete with a meal and some messy games.

Youth Groups Kick Off

On August 19 Seth Foor gave an update of his past 
year in East Asia and informed the congregation on 
his future plans of mobilizing college students to the 
mission field.

Missions Update
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Sr. High Over 40 
kids started the year 
with Battle of the Sexes! 
There were snacks, mu-
sic and games and the 
boys took home the tro-
phy, defeating the girls 
in various minute-to-
win-it games.

406 W 7th Street, PO Box 280, Gridley, IL 61744   •   Phone 747-2299   •   www.christ-cc.org

Pastoral Staff  
Andy Huette, Sr. Pastor

Grant Stauter, Associate Pastor

Youth Groups
Jr. High 5:30pm Zack Puck

Sr. High 7:00pm Jordan McKinsey

Sunday Worship Services
Morning Worship  9 am

J.A.M. (ages 3 - PreK) - every Sunday
K-4th - Children’s Church - 1st & 3rd Sundays

Communion served 4th Sunday



Children will be encouraged 
to memorize Scripture again this 
year. The purpose is to teach 
our kids to be able to say a verse 
from Scripture and to live it in 
their daily lives.

The verses come from Seeds Family Worship Bible 
Verse CD, vol. 2 “Seeds of Faith.” There is one verse 
per month. JAM, Children’s Church and Sunday 
School teachers will practice weekly with the children. 
The verse will also be printed in the bulletin weekly.

As an incentive, kids can earn Bible Bucks by at-
tending Sunday School (1 buck), bringing a Bible 
to class (2 bucks), and memorizing the verse of the 
month (5 bucks). 

The Bible Bucks store will be open twice: at the end of 
the first semester and the end of school year.
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Attendance & Offering
 8/5 299 $ 10,886
 8/12 333     $ 7,893
 8/19 357   $ 9,347
 8/26 364   $ 9,292

1 Shelby Edwards
1 Emily Wenger
2 Kathy Carroll
3 Don Anderson
3 Lisa Barnhart
4 Mandi Barth
4 Adrian Carrion
5 Hattie Meiss
6 Connor Stoller
7 John McKey
9 James Albritton
9 Pat McKey
9 Doug Nelson
10 Chuck Albritton
10 Aiden Jeffreys
11 Feebe Finck
11 Traci Kelly
11 Carlee Stoller
12 Nickie Mayback
13 Adam Carrion
13 Thad Mool
13 Tim Sanders
14 Natalie Crump
14 Tom Hany
15 Jason Albritton
15 Luke Ihlenfeldt
15 Peggy Poppen
15 Jeff Porzelius
18 Dianne Weer
21 Susan Johnson
22 Barb Ringger
23 Jacob Carls
24 Tim Kaupp
26  Ella Blair
28 Kate Kelly
29 Silas Huette
30 Stephanie Finck
30 Al Hany
30 Michaela Kelly

Open Bibles One Another Beautiful Feet Spiritual Growth Authentic Worship

Sunday School 2018-2019

The Ministry of Little Lambs
The Little Lambs Board exists to en-
courage and assist the staff and oversee the 
happenings of Little Lambs Preschool, which 
has been operating since 2010. 

The current board members are: Abby Huette 
(chair), Stacy Ludy, Jil Stauter, Becky Roth, Jeff 
Porzelius, Bob Wettstein and Grant Stauter (El-
der liaison).

We communicate quarterly to receive updates from Stacy 
Ludy, to pray for the school as well as approve decisions and 
changes as needed under the shepherding of the Elders.

We have seen God’s faithfulness to this min-
istry of our church and are so thankful for the 
staff, who are training these little ones in the 
ways of the Lord. 

The Board’s vision is that the hope of Christ 
will not just touch the students, but the families 
as well. To that end, every year we host a Family 
Night, and this year Susan Laiming will again 

lead a Wednesday morning Bible study for  young moms. 
We invite you to join us in praying for the staff, students, and 

families of Little Lambs.  
—Abby Huette, chair of Little Lambs Board

Little Lambs will begin their school year on September 4. Stacy Ludy is assisted by Stephenie Deckard & Becky Roth.

Teachers
JAM

Becky Roth
Stephenie Deckard
Michelle Porzelius

Tamara Betts
Children’s Church

Josh & Julie Carr
Heather Gentes
Dave Ihlenfeldt
Grant Stauter

Melvin Schneider
Brian & Katie Kurz

Bob Wettstein
Bill Roth

Nathaniel Meiss

Pre-K class
Delmar & Cathy 

Smith
Tyson & Mandy 

Fehr
K-1st grade

Jennifer Morrison
Bri Sanders

2nd-3rd grade
Lori Hardman

Heather Gentes

4th-5th grade
Abby Huette

Stephanie Sauder
Katie Zeller

Mattie Wallace
Jr. High

Zack Puck
Dave Ihlenfeldt

Tim Kaupp
Sr. High

Jordan McKinsey
Adam Wallace

Dan Kaupp

The kids’ classes are picking up in  the Gospel Project curriculum where they left off in May.

Bible Bucks Verses

September Bible Bucks Verse
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own under-
standing. In all your ways acknowl-
edge Him, and He will make straight 

your paths.  Proverbs 3:5-6

If you have not yet registered your kids for Sunday School, 
please download the form on our website to register.

Sunday School 
starts

September 9!

Looking to get involved?
Youth Groups If you have a student in Jr. High or High 

School, encourage them to attend our youth groups on Wednes-
day nights! 

The Jr. High youth group meets from 5:30-7:30pm. They are 
provided a meal from the parents each week. There are games, 
worship, prayer and a message. If you would like more informa-
tion on the Jr. High YG, please contact our Youth Pastor Intern 
Zack Puck: zepuck@gmail.com

The Sr. High youth group meets on Wednesday nights from 
7-9:00pm. High School students are invited for coffeehouse fel-
lowship at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall at the church. There are 
games, snacks, worship and a message from the youth directors 
every week. 

If you are a Jr. High or High School student that would like 
to participate in the YG worship bands, please contact Jordan 
McKinsey at jmac213108@gmail.com

Sunday School Classes for all ages will begin September 
9 and will meet every Sunday from 10:30-11:15am. More details 
on the right side of Newsletter. If you have not yet registered for 
Sunday School, please fill out a form on our website and turn it in 
to the church office.

Monthly Prayer Meeting We are now meeting on the 
first Sunday of each month. The prayer time will begin at 7:00pm 
and lasts about 45 minutes. It will now be located in the Sanc-
tuary. It will be a mixture of worshipping in song in addition to 
prayer. We encourage you to join us in prayer during this time. 

Other Ministry Opportunities Listed below are Christ 
CC deacons. If you would like to find out more about how to get 
involved within a ministry here at Christ CC, please email the 
church office at office@christ-cc.org.

Adult Sunday School Classes

Hospitality   Bev Nelson
Local Outreach   Tiffney Palmer

Children’s Ministries   Becky Roth
Missions   Betty Kaupp

Church Meals   Jennifer Morrison
Technology   Mark Butikofer

Finance/Stewardship Derek Meiss

The Holy Spirit
When it comes to the Holy Spirit, there is often 

much confusion and division in the church. In 
some churches the Holy Spirit is all they talk about 
and in other churches He is never mentioned. What 
does it mean to be Spirit-filled or Spirit-led?  What 
are the gifts of the Spirit? Is the Holy Spirit just in 
the New Testament? What does it mean for my life 
that the Holy Spirit is inside of me? 

There have been many books written about the 
Holy Spirit that try answer all of these questions but 
we are going to look at the Scriptures and see for 
ourselves what God says about His Spirit. This class 
will be a six-week class and will begin on Sept. 9.

The Glorious Gospel
Tim Keller once famously said that “The gospel is 

not just the ABC’s of Christianity but its the A to Z 
of Christianity.” The gospel is the greatest news in 
all of history, but sadly many of us tend to think of 
the gospel as a get out jail free card or just some-
thing that beginning Christians need to learn. The 
gospel is the power of God (Rom. 1:16), something 
that angels contemplate (1 Pet. 1:12), and what all 
of heaven sings out (Rev. 5). Whether you are skep-
tical of the faith, a new believer, or someone who 
has walked with the Lord for 50 years this class is 
for you. We are going to dive deep into the gospel 
and look at all the intricacies of the glorious gospel.  
This class begins Nov. 4 and will last 6 weeks.

There will be two Adult Sunday School classes in the Fall. Classes will be held in the Sanctuary. 
“Holy Spirit” will be the first 6-weeks and “The Glorious Gospel” will follow.

 September
 Birthdays

Anniversaries
 2 Matt & Emily Wenger
 2 David & Katie Klein
 9 Chuck & Kathy Carroll
11 Thad & Kelly Mool
13 Bill & Becky Roth
18 Hadley & Heidi Welsch
18 Mark & Elaine Legner
25 Jeff & Denise Benedict
25 Ben & Kathleen Roth
26 Scott & Kim Edwards
28 Jeff & Teresa Porzelius
28 John & Tonya Krone

Mom’s Group
1st & 3rd Wed/month

9:00-10:30am
Fellowship Hall

Our morning moms group 
will begin on September 5. 
They are going through the 
book Seeking Him by Nancy 
Leigh Demoss. Childcare is 
available. More Childcare 
workers are needed. Please 
Contact Susan Laiming, su-
san.laiming@yahoo.com if you 
are interested in the group 
and/or you would like to 
help out with childcare.

Groups at Christ CC
Old Dads, 

Young Dads
Every Tuesday
6:00-7:00am

Conference Room
This group is led by John 
Dirks and is designed for 
young men looking to grow 
in their faith. If you would 
like to join this group please 
contact John Dirks 
dirks.family@reagan.com.

Thriving in 
Babylon

1st & 3rd Tues/month
6:30-7:30pm

Conference Room
This is a men’s group that has 
been traveling through the 
book of Daniel. If you would 
like to join this group please 
contact Tim Johnson 
tpj.ccc@gmail.com.

Evening Mom’s
1st & 3rd Wed/month

6:00-7:30pm
Fellowship Hall

Our evening moms group 
will begin on September 5. 
They are going through the 
book Seamless: Understand-
ing the Bible as One Complete 
Story by Angie Smith. Please  
order your own copy for this 
group. If interested, please 
contact Bev Nelson bnelson@
gridcom.net or Susan Laiming 
susan.laiming@yahoo.com

More Group information is available on our website and at 
the Welcome Wall. If you would like to join a Group or start a 
Group, please contact Grant Stauter, grant@christ-cc.org.


