
Church Plant Commissioning Service We are thankful for the Core Team from Christ CC who have made 
a commitment to serving at Christ Community Church in Chenoa. 
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September PhotosLast month, we heard some of Jesus’ teaching from Luke chapter 
11 where he calls out the Pharisees and other religious folks for their 
hypocrisy. Specifically, he critiques their emphasis on appearing to be 
righteous on the outside, while neglecting the more important mat-
ters of the heart. 

As I processed Jesus’ challenging words this month, I was remind-
ed of a very common issue that occurs in the sanctuary most Sunday 
mornings. Many of us (if not all of us) have the basic human desire 
to appear religious in church. I’m not suggesting that this is a major 
problem in our whole church, only that it is at least an ever-present 
temptation within every human heart. To put it simply, it’s very easy 
to care too much about what other people think of us on Sunday 
morning. Here are some of the ways that I’ve heard people express 
their concern about the opinions of others on Sunday morning: 
• What if I do not partake in communion? Will the person next 

to me think I’m not a Christian? What if I do participate, but 
I’m not sure that I should? Will the person next to me think 
that I shouldn’t be participating?

• When the offering plate comes by, what if I don’t put anything 
in it?  What will the usher think? 

• What if I raise my hands during singing—will people think 
I’m strange? Or that I’m showing off? What if I don’t sing, will 
I look like I don’t care?

• Did I wear the right thing to church? 
• Are people watching how my kids behave during the sermon? 
• What if I need to leave the worship service a few minutes 

early? Will everyone look at me? Should I even go to church if 
people are going to look at me when I walk ou?

Maybe you’ve been going to church long enough, that you don’t 
really think about any appearances anymore, but my experience as a 
pastor is that these sorts of questions are common in our congrega-
tion. For that reason, I thought it would be helpful to consider a few 
reminders about our external appearance as we gather each Sunday.

Fewer people see you than you think. 
Since our hearts are prone to care much about the opinions of oth-

ers, we can easily live with an “imaginary audience.” That is, we think 
people are watching us more than they actually are. The truth is that 
when the communion tray is passed, most people are praying and not 
paying attention to the person next to them. 

Those who do see you probably don’t care. 
Certainly, Scripture talks about ways that individuals can be dis-

ruptive and self-interested during worship services (see 1 Corin-
thians). So, yes, if on Sunday morning you stand on your chair and 
shout “Hallelujah!” in a showy, look-at-me-I’m-so-righteous sort of 
way, then there would be a problem. However, when your baby cries, 
or you pass the plate and don’t give, or you sit down during singing 
because you need to pray or your legs are tired, or your heart is dis-

tracted so you let communion pass 
by, the reality is that no one in the 
church body is keeping track of your 
behavior on Sunday. In fact, I learned just last week that one time 
two men in our church made an agreement with one another to see 
how long they could wear the same outfit to church before anyone 
noticed. So, Sunday after Sunday, they showed up in the same clothes 
for months.  Either a.) no one noticed, or b.) no one cared.  Life is too 
complex and God is too glorious to get caught up in small-minded 
details on Sunday morning. We come as sinners to worship the Savior 
and when we are focused rightly on Him, there’s no interest in caring 
about whether someone had to leave 10 minutes early or someone 
has the same outfit on as they did the previous week. 

If anyone does judge you, they are in sin.
Sometimes my children say, “Dad, so-and-so had their eyes open 

during our prayer!” Of course, the natural follow-up question is, 
“How do you know that, since your eyes were closed?” If you are wor-
ried about someone judging your religious appearance on Sunday 
morning, be reminded that anyone who would judge has their own 
set of problems to deal with. If you get fired up in worship and shout 
out an “Amen!” and someone thinks you’re weird, then they are act-
ing like a child who monitors other people’s eyes during prayer. 

God’s opinion of your heart matters most. 
Most of all, when it comes to Sunday morning worship, God sees 

our hearts and His opinion of our hearts is what really matters. Jesus 
rebukes the Pharisees because they cleaned the “outside of the cup” (i.e. 
they looked great externally), but they neglected matters of the heart. 
In rebuking the Pharisees, Jesus is echoing numerous passages in the 
Old Testament where the Lord told his people that he was more inter-
ested in the condition of their hearts than in their sacrifices, worship 
services, and external appearances (see 1 Sam. 15:22, Ps. 51:16, Hos. 
6;6, Joel 2:13, Mic. 6:1-8). We never fool God with appearances, and 
he always knows the condition our hearts.  It’s not that we should com-
pletely ignore other people on Sunday morning, after all, we do gather 
to fellowship with the church family, but we must conquer our concern 
for the opinions of others, with the truth of the Gospel. God knows us, 
he offers us his mercy apart from any religious works that we do, and he 
accepts and loves us because of the work of Jesus Christ. Therefore, we 
need not posture or pretend or concern ourselves with the judgment of 
others (which is often imaginary anyhow), and we can participate in 
worship knowing that “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom” 
(2 Cor. 3:17).

So, if you struggle with the fear of man on Sunday morning, preach 
the Good News to yourself. You are free in Christ to come as you are to 
worship the One who sees past the external appearance and still freely 
offers His love.  

Sunday School started 
on September 10. Top 
L-R: Sr. high, 4th & 5th. 
Bottom: Jr. High

Sunday School

Jr. High See You At The Pole Over 70 kids 
attended on September 27. We had just 
enough donuts! 

See You at the Pole

Pastoral Staff  
Andy Huette, Sr. Pastor

Grant Stauter, Associate Pastor
Kyle Romine, Associate Pastor

Youth Groups
Wednesdays

Jr. High 5:30pm Zack Puck
Sr. High 7:00pm Jordan McKinseySunday Worship Services

Morning Worship  9 am-10 am
J.A.M. (ages 3 - PreK)  every Sunday

K-3 Children’s Church; 4-5th grades 1st & 3rd Sundays
Communion served 4th Sunday
Sunday School 10:30-11:15 am

406 W 7th Street, PO Box 280, Gridley, IL 61744  •   Phone 747-2299  •  www.christ-cc.org

Men’s Ministry
1st & 3rd Saturday of month

Fellowship Hall
7am - Breakfast and Bible Study

Moms’ Group
1st & 3rd Wednesday of month

Fellowship Hall
9-10:30am Bible Study & Hang out Grace and Peace,

Andy



Costumes
Adults and children are invited to

dress up in friendly costumes!

Food
5:30-7:00pm-Light dinner for the whole family 

Fun Activities
Games, hayrack rides, giant inflatables!

Treats & Volunteers Needed! 
We need cookies, cakes, LOTS of candy! 
Please bring candy any time in October.

Sign Up 
In October to volunteer

and to bring cookies and cake.

Questions? See Jonna Strauch.

Harvest Party!
Monday, October 30 at 5:30-7:30 pm

2 3

Attendance & Offering
9/3 383 $12,193
9/10    328    $  8,386
9/17 367     $  7,870
9/24 346     $10,727

October 
Birthdays

  1 Kris Bridgers
  2 Seth Zeller
   3 Hannah Kaupp
  5 Kenny Kuerth
  7 Eli Meiss
  7 Kelly Mool
  7 Guy Schultz
  8 Daniel Erwin
  8 Justin Palmer
  8 Alan Schoppet
  10 Steve Carls
  10 Heather Gentes
  10 Mercy Huette
  10 Jordan Krone
  10 Heidi Welsch
  11 Marge Todd
  12 Eden Stauter
  13 Joan Smith
  14 Ron Mool
  15 Sarah Meiss
  16 Becky Roth
  22 Todd Morrison
  23 Shelby Finck
  23 Dyllan Palmer
  23 Carolyn Raber
  24 Erin Kaupp
  25 Betty J. Hardman
  26 Dennis Sherrill
  30 Amanda Krone
  31 Denise Benedict

Open Bibles One Another Beautiful Feet Spiritual Growth Authentic Worship

Christ Community’s Church Adoption Fund
In 2011, we began an adoption fund for  Christ Community families who wanted to adopt 
but found the financial cost to be a barrier. We partnered with Lifesong for Orphans who adminis-
ters adoption plans for other churches too.

The Church Adoption Fund can be used to 
help with the costs of adoption, for post-adoption 
counseling and other orphan care. 

Lifesong is not an adoption agency. Rather, they 
assist families in 
funding adop-
tions through 
matching-grants 
and interest-free 
loans. Because 
the demand for 
adoption assis-
tance has been 

so great in recent years, Lifesong began setting 
up Church Funds to ensure that more financial 
assistance is available. In a Church Fund, Life-
song does all screening of interested families and 
makes a recommendation for how the Church 
can best financially assist the family. 

The concept of adoption began with our Heav-

enly Father who adopts believers by faith in the 
work of His Son. Therefore, the physical adop-
tion of orphans is a reflection of the spiritual 
adoption that believers receive from God. With 
over 147 million orphaned children worldwide, 
the need is great for children to not only have a 
family, but also receive the blessing of growing up 
in a Christian home. The Bible gives a clear man-
date to care for orphans. 

The Church Adoption Fund is the product of 
our “Beautiful Feet” core value which emphasizes 
making disciples of all nations. Partnering with 
Lifesong offers the added value of working with a 
local like-minded ministry.  

The funds currently available for Christ Com-
munity families is $8,621.03. Our Local Outreach 
team serves as Christ Community’s adoption ad-
vocates. If you are interested in learning more 
about our Adoption Fund and process please see 
Pastor Andy Huette.

Lifesong administers the adop-
tion fund for Christ Community. 
You can learn more about Life-
song at: lifesongfororphans.org

One Another Meals
In Homes

Sunday, November 5 @ 5-7 pm
Denise Benedict, coordinator

Ph: 309-747-3299
Email: benedict@gridcom.net

Can’t Come? Never Signed up?
Please contact Denise

This fall semester we will be pre-
senting a series of topical stud-

ies involving important aspects of our lives. 
We began the year with a series called “Taking 
God at His Word.” This series looked at the Au-
thority, Clarity, Sufficiency and Necessity of the 
Bible. The last Wednesday of each month will 
be our Small Group nights. This night will be a 
“response” to the previous topic taught through-
out the month. We will be traveling through a 
few topics such as, What is the Gospel?, What 
is the Chruch, Sports and Christianity, Dating 
and Marriage and more. If you are a high school 
student who wants to learn more about these 

topics join us 
on Wednesday 
nights from 7-9 
pm. We look 
forward to an-
other year of 
teaching and 
growth.

Jr High Youth Group has begun! 
This past summer we took 

a trip to Mattheissen State Park, reserved the 
Gridley pool, and traveled up to SkyZone 
Springfield’s trampoline gymnasium! We of-
ficially began the semester with the “Annual 
Messy Kick-Off” on August 23th. Our youth 
group is held on Wednesday nights from 5:30-
7:30pm at Christ Community Church. Every 
week our kids enjoy a meal provided by the 
community. We will be traveling down the same 
road as the Sr. High Youth Group (Jr. High and 
Sr. High will have the same preaching schedule). 
Stay updated on Facebook (Christ Community 
Church JHYG). 

Sr. High Jr. High

2016 Jr. High Lock-in Over 30 Jr. High students attended the 2016 Lock-
in! The night was filled with games, food  and four Gospel presentations.   

Anniversaries
 4 Don & Kay Anderson
 5 Guy & Cari Schultz
 7 David & Chris Zeller
 14 Chris & Heather Gentes
 19 Tony & Tiffney Palmer
 21 Jimmy & Kris Bridgers

Do you enjoy singing Christmas carols and 
holiday music?  If so, you’ll love singing with our holi-
day choir which begins on Wednesday, November 29 at 
7:30pm in our sanctuary.  Rehearsals generally run 90 
minutes. A full schedule is listed below.

Greg Allen will be directing our choir with Betty Kaupp 
accompanying on the piano. If you have not been a part of 
our choir in the past, please contact our Worship Direc-
tor, Tammy Sanders, to get your name and email address 
added to her contacts for rehearsal notifications and other 
information. You can email Tammy at tamsanders911@
gmail.com or text her at 309.824.8828. No musical back-
ground or experience is required.  Just come sing with us!

Join Our Holiday Choir

Nov Rehearsals
Wed  11/29   7:30-9 p.m. 

Dec Rehearsals
Wed 12/6     7:30-9 p.m.
Wed 12/13   7:30-9 p.m.
Sun  12/17   8:00 a.m.
Choir will not sing at the 10:30 
am service in Chenoa
Wed 12/20 7:30-9 p.m.
Sun 12/24 8:00 a.m. &   
  6:15 p.m.

Dec Performances
 

Sun  12/17    9:00 a.m. 

Sun 12/24 9:00 a.m.   
  7:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve service

. . . in the midst of the congregation,
I will praise you. Psalm 22:22

2017 Holiday Chior Schedule 
(All rehearsals are held in our sanctuary)

Our Jr. and Sr. High Youth Groups are led by part-time Youth Directors and supported by 
volunteer adult leaders. Zack Puck leads Jr. High and Jordan McKinsey leads Sr. High. 

Christ Community’s Youth Groups

What to Bring
Bible, sleeping bag, pillow, change of clothes and toiletries. No electronic de-
vices or cell phones. The leaders will have their phones in case of emergency.

Doors Open/Pickup
Friday, October 21st @ 7pm

Saturday, October 22nd @ 10am

Chaperones
Zack Puck, Jordan & Alissa McKinsey, 

Dave Ihlenfeldt, Tiffney Palmer.

Food will be provided throughout the night along 
with breakfast in the morning. Please eat dinner 

before attending on Friday night.

Jr. High Lock-in

Moms’ Group
1st & 3rd Wednesday, 9-10:30 am

Fellowship Hall

Hang out
Spend time with other moms who know 
exactly what you are going through. All 

moms are invited to the group.
Resources

Our Moms’ Group is cur-
rently going through a book 

by Chap Bettis called “The 
Disciple-Making Parent.” If 
you would like more infor-

mation about Moms’ Group 
please see Susan Laiming


