The Harvest Party
November 2018

Dear Church Family,

Baptism

Addison Benedict
shared her testimony and was baptized
on October 28.

Sunday Worship Services

Pastoral Staff

Andy Huette, Sr. Pastor
Grant Stauter, Associate Pastor

Morning Worship 9- 10am
J.A.M. (ages 3 - PreK) every Sunday
K-5th Children’s Church; 1st & 3rd Sundays
Communion served 4th Sunday
Sunday School 10:30-11:15 am

Youth Groups

Wednesdays
Jr. High 5:30pm Zack Puck
Sr. High 7:00pm Jordan McKinsey
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Approximately four years ago, a group of pastors began meeting
once every two months to discuss how we could partner together in
church planting, and to pray together. From the get-go, this group
has prayed for the town of Minonk and has considered how we,
as like-minded community churches,1 might partner together to
plant a church in Minonk, a town that we collectively believe has
substantial need for a new work of Gospel ministry. We now believe
that God has provided a pastor, a calling, and a plan to endeavor
together to plant a church in Minonk.
This past January, when
It’s rare
we were looking for a pasfor churches
tor for Christ Community
to partner together
Chenoa, I emailed pastors
to this degree...
from this church planting
group to ask if they knew of anyone who may be a good fit for the
role. Dave Steinbeck, a good friend of mine who is the Lead Pastor
at Crosspoint Community Church in Eureka, shared that the Associate Pastor at Crosspoint, Erik Johnson, may be a good fit for
Chenoa. Erik has been in ministry with Dave from the beginning of
Crosspoint (14 years), and on staff for the past 9 years as Associate
Pastor. Knowing that Duane Otto was also a candidate, and that we
already knew and trusted Duane, we told Dave and Erik forthrightly
that Duane most likely had the upper hand in the interview process, but that we’d still like to interview Erik. The elders met with
Erik and his wife Bree and interviewed him for the Chenoa pastor role and were impressed. We also listened to Erik preach online
and sent a few elders to Crosspoint to listen to Erik preach there.
After informing Erik that we were going to hire Duane, I called
Dave and said, “What do you think about Erik for Minonk?” We
had been praying for a pastor to lead a work in Minonk for some
time, and after hearing Erik’s heart for people and the Lord, and
seeing his competency as a pastor, it seemed like a good fit. From
that point, Dave and Erik began talking about church planting in
Minonk along with the Crosspoint elder team. Erik and Bree went
to a church planter’s assessment in Fort Wayne facilitated by the
Fellowship of Evangelical Churches (FEC), which is an affiliation of
community Bible churches including Flanagan Community Church
and Heartland Community Church in Normal. Erik and Bree were affirmed in their calling to be sent out from Crosspoint by the assessors
and by the elders at Crosspoint.
In August, Dave informed the congregation at Crosspoint that Erik
would be sent out as a church planter to Minonk with the assistance
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and partnership of other neighboring churches. As we’ve met to
hammer out more details of what a partnership could look like, we
think that the churches most positioned to partner in this work are
Crosspoint, Community Bible Fellowship in El Paso, and us. We are
like-minded in beliefs, philosophy, and practice, and our pastoral
teams know and trust one another.
So, what does a partnership in church planting look like? Together, we will pool resources, and invite believers from each church to
join a planting team with Erik and begin a church in Minonk. Until
local elders are established, the Sr. Pastors from each of the three
churches (Dave Steinbeck, Wes Ooms, and I) will give oversight to
Erik. Crosspoint Community Church will continue to pay Erik’s salary through 2019, but beginning this January, he will be freed up
from most responsibilities at Crosspoint and will be able to do some
preaching, teaching, and worship leading here in Gridley and in El
Paso while he forms a core team of people for the Minonk Church.
The current plan is that by late Spring or Summer, Erik will have
identified those who are interested in joining the plant team, and
then will lead twelve weeks of training in preparation for the church
to begin holding Sunday worship services in October.
At our church meeting
...but we’ll be able
tonight, we’ll distribute a
to do more
document with more intogether
formation about the Mithan we would as
nonk church plant, with
individual churches.
frequently asked questions
that Dave and Erik have composed. Additionally, on 12/2 Dave,
Erik, Wes, and I will be co-preaching at Crosspoint, and on 12/9
we’ll be at CBF and here at Christ Community. In January we intend
on doing a pulpit swap between the three churches for three weeks.
It’s rare for churches to partner together to this degree, but we believe that this is an exciting opportunity to partner with the broader
body of Christ and by doing so we’ll be able to do more together
than we would as individual churches.
More information will be forthcoming in the coming months, but
please make an effort to pray for the church plant in Minonk, for
the partnership between the three churches, and pray also about
whether or not you may be one of the people to go on the plant team
to help start the new work in Minonk.

Grace and Peace,
Andy

Pastors in this network are from Lexington Community Church, Charis Community Church (Normal), Bethany Community Church (Washington), Crosspoint
Community Church (Eureka), Community Bible Fellowship (El Paso), Flanagan Community Church, and Christ Community.
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Thanksgiving Service & Meal

We celebrate Thanksgiving with a special
service that begins at 10:30am on Sunday,
November 18. (No 9 a.m. service). JAM will
have class as usual, but there will be no Sunday School. A Thanksgiving meal will be
served in the Family Center following the
service. Extended family and guests are welcome! Sign ups will be during Coffee Fellowship to bring food.

Sunday School Breaks

Thanksgiving Meal
Children’s Christmas Program
at Meadows Retirement Home
Dec 23, 30: Christmas break
Nov 18:
Dec 9:

Sr. High Post Office

Our Sr. High Youth Group operates the
Christmas “post office” on December 9 &
16. Drop off your Christmas cards for Christ
Community families and the Youth Group
will sort them and distribute them in the
Family Center during Coffee Fellowship.

November & December
Chenoa One Another Meals

Christ CC Chenoa will have their first One
Another Meal on November 11! One way
that Gridley can serve Chenoa is to provide
childcare workers during the meal. They
would need 3-4 adult workers from 4:307:30pm on November 11. If you are willing
and able to help serve our daughter church
by helping with childcare please contact
Beth Carrion at ejcarrion09@gmail.com. A
light dinner will be provided for the children
and the volunteers.

Orphan Sunday Coffee Sales

On November 11, during our Coffee Fellowship time, there will be a table setup to
raise awareness and funds for LifeSong. We
will be selling Gobena Coffee at $10/bag.
All the proceeds will go to LifeSong for Orphans. More information about LifeSong
and Christ CC’s Adoption Fund will be distributed in the November 11th bulletins.
You can also visit lifesong.org.

Jr. High Lock-in

Gridley Food Pantry

Christ CC’s Jr. High Youth Group will be
helping the Gridley Food pantry collect
canned foods on November 11, from 5-7pm.
Please leave items by front door with light
on for pickup.

November Rehearsals
Wed 11/28 7:00-8:30pm
December Rehearsals
Sun 12/2 8:00am

Choir will not sing during the service.

Wed 12/5
Sun 12/9

7:00-8:30pm
8:00am

Choir will sing in Chenoa.

Wed 12/12 7:00-8:30pm
Sun 12/16 8:00am
Choir will not sing in Chenoa.

Wed 12/19 7:00-8:30pm
Sun 12/23 8:00am

Both Gridley and Chenoa Services

Sun 12/16 9:00am

Choir will not sing in Chenoa

Sun 12/23 9:00am & 10:30am
Both Gridley & Chenoa Services

Mon 12/24 7:00pm

Christmas Eve Service
Gridley participants only
Chenoa will have a separate service

kids will sing at the Christkindl Market held
on Center St. in Gridley. Time is TBD. Details
for this event still to come. If you have any
questions please contact Becky Roth at
beckyroth16@gmail.com.
Dec 9: The kids will also travel to Meadows
Retirement Community to perform for the
residents of Meadows.
Dec 16: The Holiday Choir and the Children’s
Christmas Program will perform at our 9am
worship service.
Dec 24: Christmas Eve Service starts at 7pm.
The Holiday Choir will perform.
See below for complete holiday schedule.

Children’s Church
Program Schedule
Fifth graders are invited to join us for Children’s Church in November and December to
participate in the Christmas program. Questions? Contact Becky Roth at beckyroth16@
gmail.com.

The Jr. High Lock-In had around 40 students
that stayed over night at the church. They enjoyed
testimonies, games, snacks, and very little sleep.

Jesus Changes Us This was the theme of the
night as Zack, Dave and a special guest shared
their testimonies. They shared how God has
transformed their lives for His glory. The leaders encouraged all the students to think about
how God has been or is working in their own
lives. They also taught the students the power
of our testimony. Revelation 12:11 says, “They
triumphed over him (the enemy) by the blood
of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony.” Our stories tell of God’s grace and have
power as we share them with others.

Unbroken
in January

Christian Persecution at a glance
Statistics & Graphics from OpenDoorsUSA.org

Christians remain one of the most persecuted religious groups in the world. While Christian persecution takes many forms, it is defined as any hostility experienced as a result of identification
with Christ. Trends show that countries in Africa, Asia and the Middle East are intensifying persecution against Christians.
According to OpenDoors’ research
215 million Christians experience high levels of
Every month
persecution in the countries on the World Watch
List. This represents 1 in 12 Christians worldwide.
During the World Watch List 2018 reporting
period: 3,066 Christians were killed; 1,252 were
abducted; 1,020 were raped or sexually harassed; and 793 churches were attacked.

- 255 Christians are killed
- 104 are abducted
- 66 churches are attacked
- 160 Christians are detained
without trial and imprisoned

Nov 25 Family Center
Dec 2 During Children’s Church
Performances
Dec 8 Christkindl Market
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Teresa Porzelius
Diane Swanson
Shirley Funk
Sherry Luning
Stella Meiss
Ruth Grace
Nancy Froelich
Dave Poppen
Penny Grusy
Tyler Roth
Lindsay Schneider
Chloe Barth
Parker Mallory
Cory Deckard
Josh Carroll
Larry Neuhalfen
Dianne Kuerth
Thelma Wesle
Abby Klein
Wes Crump
Janell Hall
Ferne Kilpatrick
Cristina Vercler
Cruz Hitchens
Timothy Johnson
Janet Wiser
Andy Huette
Alli Jeffreys
Anniversaries
Greg & Alicia Allen
Jim & Marge Todd
Chuck & Melissa Eskridge
Dave & Peggy Poppen
Dave & Alisa Ihlenfeldt
Denny & Dee Foor
Jeff & Becky Stoller

Attendance & Offering
10/7
10/14
10/21
10/28

346
336
387
361

$8,547
$6,997
$9,536
$7,531

Church Family
Vision Meeting
Tonight (Nov 4)
4:30-6:30pm
Dinner
Provided
In place of
One Another Meals
Join us for
worship and prayer
after the meeting
Everyone is invited!

Time is TBD

Meadows Retirement Community

Mon 12/24 6:00pm

Dec 16

Christ CC Christmas Program

Open Bibles

A Fall of Marigolds
on Nov 29

Upper Room (Thanksgiving Meal)

Dec 9
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Redeeming Love
on Oct 29th

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (Nov 4)

Rehearsals
Nov 4 During Children’s Church
Nov 11 Family Center for first 20 mins
Nov 18 During Children’s Church		

Choir will sing in Chenoa.
No Sunday School in Gridley.
Christmas Eve Service

The Book Club met last Monday night at The
Event where we read and discussed the book
Redeeming Love by Francine Rivers. We decided to meet again on Monday, November 29 at
Kaylene Butikofer’s home at 6:30pm. When we
meet for the November 29th club, we will be
reading and discussing the book A Fall of Marigolds by Susan Meissner. We will meet again in
January to read and discuss the book Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand. Please put this on
your calendar and we will see you then! See
you in a month! If you would like to find out
more details about the Book Club please contact Susan Laiming at susan.laiming@yahoo.
com or at 309-287-1431.

Christmas Specials

of Gridley members only on that evening.
If you have never been a part of our choir in the past and
would like to join this year, please notify Tammy Sanders with
your contact information so you can be included in all choir notifications. Tammy’s email address is tamsanders911@gmail.com.
See schedule below for complete details of
rehearsal and performance dates and times.
Hope to see you in the choir loft on November 28th!

December Performances
Sun 12/9 9:00am & 10:30am

Women’s Book Club

Dec 8: This year the JAM & Children’s Church

O Come All Ye Faithful

Whether you can carry a tune or not, we’d love to have you
join us in choir this season. Both the Gridley and Chenoa churches will come together in sweet harmony to comprise a holiday
choir. Rehearsals will begin on Wednesday, November 28th and
will be held in the Gridley sanctuary at 7:00pm. Practices will
generally last 90 minutes. Subsequent rehearsals will also be held on Wednesday evenings.
The choir will sing in the 9:00am Gridley
worship service on three Sundays in December, the 9th, 16th, and 23rd and additionally
on Christmas Eve. Furthermore, the choir will
head to Chenoa on two of those Sundays, 12/9
and 12/23, to sing in the opening portion of
the 10:30am services there. Please note that the Chenoa church
will hold its own Christmas Eve service so the choir will consist

November

9-11:15am
10:30am

One Another

High Persecution

Beautiful Feet

Very High Persecution

Spiritual Growth

Extreme Persecution

Authentic Worship
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