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Dear Church Family,
JAM

Bell Choir

Children’s Church

Christ CC Holiday Choir

Jr. & Sr. High
Christmas Party

Baptism

Melvin Schneider shared his testimony and got
baptized on December 31.

The Youth Groups finished the semester and
the year with a Christmas Party on December
20. They played games,
sang carols and enjoyed
each other’s ugly Christmas sweaters.

Christ CC Chenoa
Christmas Caroling

Volunteers from Christ CC Chenoa sang Christmas Carols to the residents at Fairview Haven
Retirement Community on December 14.

Pastoral Staff

Andy Huette, Sr. Pastor
Grant Stauter, Associate Pastor
Kyle Romine, Associate Pastor

Men’s Ministry

1st & 3rd Saturday of month
Fellowship Hall
7am - Breakfast and Bible Study

Youth Groups

Sunday Worship Services

Wednesdays
Jr. High 5:30pm Zack Puck
Sr. High 7:00pm Jordan McKinsey

Morning Worship 9 am-10 am
J.A.M. (ages 3 - PreK) every Sunday
K-3 Children’s Church; 4-5th grades 1st & 3rd Sundays
Communion served 4th Sunday
Sunday School 10:30-11:15 am

Moms’ Group

1st & 3rd Wednesday of month
Fellowship Hall
9-10:30am Bible Study & Hang out
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Since the 1990’s, Willow Creek Community Church
in Barrington, IL, has quite possibly been the most influential evangelical church in America—for better and
worse—in that it’s methods, conferences, and publications have had a trickle down effect in re-shaping the
very definition of what a church is and how a church
should function. Many churches have mimicked Willow’s methods, while others have scorned, but there’s no
denying that Willow’s impact on Christianity in America
has been significant.
In 2008, Christianity Today ran an article entitled “Willow Creek’s ‘Huge Shift,’” in which it detailed the results of
Willow Creek’s self-study entitled Reveal: Where Are You?
To Willow’s great credit, they were willing to be ruthlessly
self-critical by owning the results of their survey, which
revealed that despite their numerous top-notch programs catering to numerous demographics and interests,
that many of the 20,000+ people in the church reported
they were stalled in their faith or were no closer to Christ
after having begun attending Willow. One of the main
conclusions of the report was that church programs do
not necessarily equate to spiritual growth.
It’s not that church programs are inherently misguided; it’s just that church activity can, in some instances,
be a placebo for obedience to Christ and true spiritual
growth. So, what’s all this have to do with CCC?
This month you’re going to hear a lot about new programs in the sermon series Beyond Sunday. As much as
Grant and I are going to unashamedly prod, arm-twist,
and beckon every member of our church to get involved
in a group beyond Sunday, I want to be up-front and say
that we must proceed with caution. I believe Willow’s
conclusion, that church programs do not automatically
equate to spiritual growth, and I believe that our church
is at a point where we need some basic structure to facilitate in-depth community, spiritual growth, and mission.
To this end, we are beginning three different types of
groups at CCC to facilitate community, spiritual growth,
and mission beyond Sunday mornings.
Community Groups are small groups of typically 5-10
people which meet at least twice a month, but are varied in their meeting schedule depending on what suits
the group best. Community Groups not only foster community and spiritual growth, but will aim to invite and

include others and to have an outward, missional focus.

Inside this newsletter
Pastor Andy’s Letter
February Book Groups
Read Thru the Bible-2018
Milestones/Attendance
December Photos

D-Groups (Discipleship Groups) are groups of 2-5

people of the same gender who meet together to form
in-depth relationships and to encourage one another in
following and obeying Christ. D-groups study Scripture,
talk about life issues, and pray for one another.
Bible Study Groups meet for the purpose of growing
in knowledge of God’s Word with a focus on obeying and
applying his truth. Bible Study Groups will also foster
community, but differ from D-groups in that they are often going to be larger groups (i.e. Mom’s group).
The purpose of offering three different types of groups
is to permit flexibility. We all have different schedules,
work demands, family commitments, needs, and personalities. There is no one-size fits all. But in obedience
to Christ, we all are called to invest in community, grow
in his Word and prayer, and participate in his disciplemaking mission. Therefore, I’m asking every member
and regular attender of the church to prayerfully consider
where and how you will seek spiritual growth, community and mission beyond Sunday. Please prayerfully consider the following questions:
What growth, community, and mission already exists in my life?
Do I need to continue what I’m already doing, replace something, or add-to what I’m doing in order
to have spiritual growth, community and mission in
my life?
Who are the people I should consider meeting with?
Who are people I should invite to join a group?
Our aim is to gauge interest and availability in January,
and work to solidify groups in February so that they can
begin by March. If you are interested in learning more,
finding out group options, or signing up for a group,
Grant will be in the church foyer each Sunday throughout January after worship. Please see him or me (or email
us: grant@christ-cc.org, andy@christ-cc.org) if we can
help you get connected in a group.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Andy

Coming Up In January

February Book Groups

Book Groups Sign-Ups

Baby Dedications-January 21
Dedications for babies and toddlers will be held
on Sunday, January 21. If you have a child to be
dedicated, please see Pastor Andy or Pastor Grant.

Evangelism:

Throughout January we will have sign ups for our
February Book Groups. Please stop by the Welcome Area to sign up for a book you would like to
walk through with the faith family. The options for
Book Groups are listed on the previous page.

by J. Mac Stiles

Sunday School Resumes January 7

February is “Book Group” month for adult Sunday School. The adults take a break from the normal routine and

take four weeks to read and discuss books about spiritual matters. Sign-up for a group in January. You may order a book from
the church or order your own copy (hard copy or Kindle version). If ordering from the church, please place and pay for your
order by January 21 so that we have time for delivery.

How the Whole Church Speaks of Jesus

Evangelism is more than a program.

Every few years, churches jump into the latest
evangelistic fad. Leaders administrate the new
program, and members go on a raid. But picture
a church where evangelism is simply part of the
culture. Leaders share their faith consistently

and openly. Members follow, encouraging one
another to make evangelism an ongoing way of
life. Such is the way of evangelism presented by
this brief and compelling book. No program
here. Instead, it just might give your church a
new way to live and share the gospel together.

Look and Live:

Behold the Soul-Thrilling, Sin-Destroying Glory of Christ
by Matt Papa

All of us live in the tension between where we
are and where we ought to be. We try our best
to bully our desires into submission. And we all
know, this is exhausting.
Are you tired? Stuck? Still fighting the same sin
you’ve been fighting for years? The call in these

pages is not to work or to strive, but to lift your
eyes. You don’t need more willpower. You need
a vision of greatness that sweeps you off your
feet. You need to see glory.

Behold the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world.

by Tony Reinke

Do You Control Your Phone—
Or Does Your Phone Control You?

Within a few years of its unveiling, the smartphone had become part of us, fully integrated
into the daily patterns of our lives. Never offline, always within reach, we now wield in our
hands a magic wand of technological power we
have only begun to grasp. Writer Tony Reinke

identifies twelve potent ways our smartphones
have changed us—for good and bad. Reinke
calls us to cultivate wise thinking and healthy
habits in the digital age, encouraging us to
maximize the many blessings, to avoid the
various pitfalls, and to wisely wield the most
powerful gadget of human connection ever
unleashed.

Uncomfortable:

The Awkward and Essential Challenge of Christian Community
by Brett McCracken

It’s easy to dream about the “perfect” church—
a church that sings just the right songs set to
just the right music before the pastor preaches
just the right sermon to a room filled with just
the right mix of people who happen to agree
with you on just about everything.

Sunday School classes for all ages (except Adults)
will resume classes today and continue through the
end of May.

Youth Group Resumes January 10
Both the Jr. High and Sr. High youth groups will
resume meetings this Wednesday night. Jr. High begins at 5pm in the Family Center and the Sr. High
beings at 7pm in the Fellowship Hall.

New Member’s Class - Jan 7 & 14
This is a two week informational class on membership at Christ CC. Going to this class does not
mean that you must become a member. We want to
provide you with the details about the process and
importance of membership so that you will make
an honest assessment of your role here at Christ CC.

Annual Meeting-January 28

We will hold our Annual meeting after the worship
service on January 28. Annual reports will be available on January 21. If you are a member at Christ
CC we encourage you to attend this meeting. There
will not be Sunday School on January 28.

Preparation for Groups

Throughout the months of January and February
we will be working to gauge your interest and availability for the three groups we are offering (see Pastor Andy’s Cover Letter). These groups will begin
meeting in March.

Newly Renovated Welcome Center

The screen at the Welcome Area will have up-todate information to help you get connected. You can
also visit our website www.christ-cc.org to get more
information on the events or groups that are happening at Christ CC.

Read thru the Bible in 2018

12 Ways Your Phone is Changing You

Chances are your church doesn’t quite look
like that. But what if instead of searching for a
church that makes us comfortable, we learned
to love our church, even when it’s challenging?

What if some of the discomfort that we
often experience is actually good for us?

Book Groups will meet
February 4, 11, 18, 25.
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“We desire to be a church that opens the Bible often,
whether in public or private, to know the truth of God’s Holy Word.”
- from our Open Bibles Core Value statement

One of the many beauties of 2018, I want to challenge the congregation again
Scripture is that there are al- to read through, not just the New Testament porways more diamonds
tion of the Bible, but the entire Bible. The
The plan we will be offering is called Bible in a
to pull from it. There
is always more truth, Word Year, its the same plan we offered this past
more wisdom, more grace that you contin- always year. With this plan, you read from the Old
ually find. Over time you start to learn who has a Testament and the New Testament every
God is and what He is like and since
day. But if you don’t want to read
transforming
God is infinite there is always more
through the whole Bible, we are
to learn. I know that you can learn about effect also offering a New Testament plan called
God from listening to good teaching and
even Discipleship Journal’s 5x5x5 Reading Plan.
other avenues but there is something speWith this plan you read through the New
when
cial when it is just you and the Bible—and
Testament in a year and there is only readwe ing on the weekdays. Both of these plans
God shows you things that you’ve never
don’t are on the YouVersion bible app (which is a
seen before.
This past year, some of you followed a Bi- realize great app for bible plans). My vote is to go
ble reading plan, and you read through the
through the whole Bible, You won’t regret it.
it.
New Testament or maybe the whole Bible,
I look forward to finding, even more, diaand for some, it was for the first time. It brings monds with you in 2018.
me much joy that you stuck with your plans. For
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Birthdays

Caleb Porzelius
Haze Welsch
Trent Kaupp
Sloan Gentes
Robert Carr
Sophia Allen
Harper Deckard
Glen Smith
Franki Finck
Brent Kelly
Bill Roth
Carrie Dixon
Katie Albritton
Jacob Krone
Pearl Rinkenberger
Caroline Wettstein
Megan Bridgers
Frankie Finck Jr.
Keiko Klein
Mark Ludy
Melissa Eskridge
Edith Wilson
Brady Carrion
Joshua Krone
Trevor Neal
Jason Porzelius

Anniversaries
8 Frank & Irma Grusy
15 Glen & Joan Smith
New Birth in December
17 Benjamin Peely Clark
Mother: Whitney Clark

Attendance & Offering
12/3
12/10
12/17
12/24
12/31

350 $13,398
359 $ 8,827
385 $10,191
364 $ 34,870
300 $ 6,815

The Annual Report

will be available on
January 21st at the
Welcome Area

Have you liked
Christ Community
on Facebook?

Grant Stauter, Associate Pastor

Open Bibles

One Another

Beautiful Feet

Spiritual Growth

Authentic Worship
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