
Dear Church Family,
It was the day before Thanksgiving, and we were on our weekly 

(almost weekly?) elders conference call and I was filled with grati-
tude. As I listened to some of the elders talk, I could hardly be-
lieve what we were talking about. I mean that. We were discussing 
how to invest this year’s surplus giving funds, and I could hear in 
the voices on the phone a real sense of joy in giving. I was so very 
thankful that our church family gets to invest in the kingdom of 
God outside of our church walls. 

At the church family meeting on 11/4, we shared an update on 
surplus giving plans. Specifically, we shared that in the coming 
years, surplus giving funds will mainly be used in three ways: 1.) 
Church planting efforts in partnership with CCC 2.) Missions to 
unreached people groups 3.) Orphan care and ministries of mercy, 
primarily through Lifesong for Orphans. We also shared at the 
meeting that we want to do a better job of communicating regu-
larly about surplus giving so that the church can rejoice in the work 
that is being done through surplus giving dollars. Communicating 
about surplus giving is somewhat difficult to do. On the one hand, 
Jesus told his followers that our giving should be done in secret and 
we should not let our left hand know what our right hand is giving.  
Yet, the New Testament letters also give some examples of church-
es giving financially to other believers and the giving “produces 
thanksgiving to God” (2 Cor. 9:11) among the broader church fam-
ily. So there’s a tension. We ought not be boastful or showy about 
surplus giving, and yet communication about communal giving is 
not only necessary to preserve unity and integrity in ministry it’s 
also a means of cultivating joy, thanksgiving, and—hopefully—hu-
mility that we get to give. 

With our three surplus giving objectives in mind, we approached 
a couple of ministries to hear about their needs. The church plant 
in Minonk (which was shared at the 11/4 mtg. with more info com-
ing this December) is going to need some money in 2019.  Because 
the launch of the Minonk church is not planned until the fall of 
2019, we decided to use some of next year’s funds, if the Lord wills 
to give that, to invest in the Minonk work. With 2018 funds, we’ve 
identified two needs to invest in. First, we were able to help fund 
some of the needs for Amazon Salt and Light (ASL), a ministry en-
gaged in sharing the gospel and planting churches in remote parts 
of the Amazon. ASL is led by Matt Steidinger, a Fairbury native 
and brother of Gridley-ite Hope Stoller. Matt and ASL rely heav-
ily on small airplanes and houseboats to reach the remote parts of 
the Amazon and CCC missions team member Chuck Albritton has 
been able to use his technical expertise as a pilot to advise Matt as 
well as to help procure needed components for plane repairs. Matt 
presented his ministry recently to the CCC missions team and the 
group was impressed with his focus on training indigenous pastors 
to plant churches. When asked what needs the ministry has, Matt 
identified that $10k was still needed to purchase a $12k houseboat 

(pictured below) for a pastor. This boat 
will be the pastor’s transportation, living 
space, and office as he travels the Ama-
zon. Additionally, $14,500 was needed 
to complete a $24,500 office building to be the base of operations 
in the centrally located city of Humaita. We were glad to inform 
Matt that CCC is going to complete these two projects with a gift 
of $24,500 to ASL.   

With the remainder of 2018 surplus funds, we are able to meet 
a need at Lifesong’s school in Haiti. The next project at the Haiti 
campus is to build a medical clinic, at a cost of $80k. This clinic will 
be staffed by locals and also to utilize medical personnel through 
short-term trips. With approximately 80k remaining in 2018 sur-
plus after the gift to ASL, we thought this would be a perfect fit for 
CCC’s investment for two reasons. First, we can give to a trusted 
organization for a very much needed facility at the Haiti school. 
Secondly, with the number of trained medical personnel at CCC 
(and potentially Chenoa), we hope to send a team to Haiti in 2019 
to work out of the clinic that will be built from surplus funds. More 
details will be forthcoming about a medical trip as the clinic is 
constructed (projected to be built in Spring 2019), but if you are 
medically trained (nurse, doctor, paramedic, EMT), please begin 
considering if such a trip might be a way you can serve. 

All that to say, it’s really, really, really fun to send out emails the 
day before Thanksgiving to ministries we believe in and let them 
know that we can contribute to their needs. I can’t believe we get to 
do this! Thank you all for giving generously to further the message 
of Christ not only locally, but around the world.
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Wednesdays

Jr. High 5:30pm Zack Puck
Sr. High 7:00pm Jordan McKinsey
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Morning Worship  9- 10am

J.A.M. (ages 3 - PreK)  every Sunday
K-5th Children’s Church; 1st & 3rd Sundays

Communion served 4th Sunday
Sunday School 10:30-11:15 am
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WesT Foyer reModel

On November 18, our church family experienced quite the 
Thanksgiving Feast! The food was great, the fellowship 
was wonderful, and who says you need electricity! The 
“brown-out” served our family well as we enjoyed food and 
fellowship by candlelight.

Thank you! The West Foyer looks amazing! From the beginning planning to the final few 
touch ups, the project is almost complete. Thank you to the many skilled, unskilled and 

willing workers who helped make this renovation possible.

BapTisM

T e s t i m o n y /
Baptism - Julie 
Walters shared 
her testimony 
and was bap-
tized on Nove-
meber 4. 

 

CCC is able to use surplus funds to meet a need for 
Amazon Salt and Light by purchasing this houseboat 
for a pastor to work from in the Amazon.



    Attendance & Offering
11/4    366 $7,393
11/11    336 $8,403
11/18    355   $10,356 
11/25    374 $6,873

 December
 Birthdays

 2 Keri Hany
 3 Brooklyn Clark
  4  Isaac Porzelius
 6  Ander Meiss
 6  Linda Schoppet
 6  Delmar Smith
 8  Ashleigh Feit
 8  Kansas Krone
 9  Kim Edwards
 9  Beth Carrion
10  Ken Hall
10  Tristyn Mool
11  Dennis Foor
11  Kay Hofmann
12  Susan Laiming
14  Ethan Jeffreys
14  Audrey Roth
17  Julie Blair
19  Lois Klein
20  Connor Kaupp
20  Spencer Mool
22  Kaylene Butikofer
22  Hadley Welsch
25  Ben Klein
26  Lydia Stauter
27  Bev Nelson
29  Russell Erwin
29  Lily Wettstein
30  Karmelle Meiss
30  Hannah Wenger
31  Tiffney Palmer           

Christmas Giving to Bless Others

Christmas for Local Families  
Community Well is a non-
profit in El Paso that runs a 
thrift shop and the El Paso Food 

Pantry. They are partnering with the 
EPG schools to provide Christmas gifts for 
local families unable to purchase their own 
gifts. If you would like a wish list for the 
entire family or for one child please contact 
Courtney Reid at 309-310-2003 or email 
courtreid@hotmail.com to sponsor a family.

SHYG Post Office
Bring your Christmas cards for Christ Com-
munity attendees on December 9 and 16th. 
The Sr. High will sort them alphabetically 
and have them ready for you to pick up in 
the Family Center during Coffee Fellowship.

Looking for ways to help others this Christmas? Here are some ideas:

Join us for our
Candlelight service

Christmas Eve at 7 p.m.

Gridley Food Pantry
The Local Outreach team is sponsoring the 
Christkindl Market breakfast on Saturday, 

December 8 from 10 am 
to noon. Proceeds from 
the breakfast will benefit 
the Gridley Food Pantry. 
The Gridley Food Pantry 
distributes Christmas food 
boxes to over 70 families. 

To make a donation: make checks payable 
to “Gridley Food Pantry,” and give it to 
Maralon Stauter. 

The Jr. High Youth Group (pictured above) 
canvassed Gridley for canned goods for 
the Gridley Food Pantry. Thank you to all 
who were involved and to all who donated!

   Anniversaries
   2 Kevin & Toni Huette
   4 Mark & Stacy Ludy
   7 Ben & Lois Klein
   7 Mark & Kaylene Butikofer
 17 Danny & Courtney Kaupp
 20 John & Sherry Luning
 28 Steve & Lisa Barnhart
 28 Bryan & Tamara Betts
 30 Derek & Sarah Meiss

New Births in Nov
 20   Otto Allen Robert 
          Parents: Jeff & Jessica Sinn

Arizona Adventure
Matt Fogle

W   hat does it take for a kid to go from being an atheist to 
a devoted Christ follower? From being in a punk rock 

band to a worship band? From not caring at all about the Church 
to now launching across the country to start a brand new church 
called Rhythm Community Church in Mesa, AZ?

It takes nothing less than the grace of God and the people of God.

Many of you at Christ Community Church and Community 
Bible Fellowship probably don’t know me, but my spiritual jour-
ney began in both of your churches. In 1999, a friend at CBF 
kept inviting me to a church camp and I finally said “yes” and 
my life was radically changed that year. I started attending CBF 
regularly and in 2000 my band and I got asked to lead worship 
at CCC (then First United)  in Gridley for their youth group one 
Wednesday night. We ended up leading there every week for 
almost 4 years after that. I launched from CBF and CCC into 
Bible college and have been doing youth ministry in Texas and 
at Eastview Christian Church in Normal for the last 12 years. 

This past year we discerned God’s call to step away from Eastview and into a new endeavor of starting a brand new 
church in Mesa, AZ. There’s a community in Mesa that does not yet have an established church. As my family and I 
launch into this new Arizona adventure I’m grateful for the opportunity in this newsletter to simply say, “Thank you!”  
I would not be who I am today or where I am today without the loving and gracious community of God in El Paso and 
Gridley. May God continue to raise up ordinary small town men and women and launch them across the world for his 
glory! You can follow our journey by signing up for our mailing list at https://rhythmcommunity.church.

Livingston County Jail Worship Service Our church has also been invited to 
lead worship services at the Livingston County Jail in Pontiac on the first Sunday of each 
month. We are looking for anyone interested in preaching, leading a devotional, or leading 
music to consider visiting the jail’s worship services. If you are interested in any of these 
outreach opportunities please contact Jason Porzelius: jwporzelius@gmail.com.
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The cross hanging at 
the end of the hallway 
is used by the Together 
for the Gospel Confer-
ence that began in 2006. 
“What began as a friend-
ship between four pastors 
from across denomina-
tional traditions has bur-
geoned into a biennial 

conference for thousands of pastors and church leaders who, for 
all their differences, are committed to standing together for the 
main thing—the gospel of Jesus Christ.”1 

This cross stands for the unity we that we at Christ Commu-
nity have over the basic truth that Jesus is the Son of God and 
that there is no under name under heaven, given among men, 
by which we must be saved (Acts 4:12). 

Thank you to Brandon Witzig for his woodworking skills in 
producing this cross as a gift to Christ CC.

1 Quote taken from the Together for the Gospel Conference website: 
https://t4g.org/about/

Another Opportunity to Serve

New Cross in the Foyer December Schedule

Everything happening at Christ CC can be seen at our website. 
If you want to rent a space at the church, check the availability. 
If you are curious about times and details of a certain ministry, 
click on the event to see more details. 

Click on the Resources tab at the top of the home page, or scroll 
down to the Here’s What’s Happening.

Choir Practice  Dec 5 @ 7 pm
Choir Performance Dec 9 @ 9 am
Sr. High Post Office  Dec 9 & 16
Children’s Christmas Program  Dec 8 @ 10 am
@ Christkindl Market in Gridley
Children’s Christmas Program  Dec 9 @ 9:00 am
@ Meadows Retirement Home
Choir Practice Dec 12 @ 7 pm
Choir Performance Dec 16 @ 9 am
Children’s Christmas Program Dec 16 @ 9 am
@ Christ Community Church
Little Lambs Christmas Program  Dec 18 @ 6:00 pm
Choir Practice Dec 19 @ 7 pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service  Dec 24 @ 7:00 pm
Choir sings at service
Youth Group Christmas Breaks  Dec 26 & Jan 2

Winter Weather Closings
We will send an email and post on Facebook 

when the church closes due to winter weather. 

If you don’t use email or Facebook, call the 
church office at 309-747-2299 and listen to 
Voice Mail. The message will tell you if a service 
is cancelled.

Youth Group activities are cancelled when 
EPG schools close or close early for weather.

Please don’t venture out if it’s unsafe! If we 
have services, you can listen online at: christ-cc.
org/sermons. There is also an archive of sermons 
online. “Better is the end of a thing than its beginning . . .” 

  Ecclesiastes 7:8

Annual Reports will be available January 20.
The Annual Meeting is January 27.
2018 Expenses
Submit receipts by December 27 to be paid un-
der the 2018 budget.
2018 Giving
Submit checks and cash by December 27.  

Annual Reports
Ministry reports are due from 
Team Leaders by December 14.

Closing 2018 

Jr. High Youth Group Food Drive


