
I almost did a jumping chest bump with Grant today in the 
church office (I would have, but he’s not too touchy-feely). 
It’s a time of great celebration here when we get to send out 
checks from our surplus giving, and this week, we certainly 
had a reason to celebrate. Typically, we make surplus giving1 
disbursements at the end of each quarter, but in 2017 we let 
the surplus accrue through the end of the year because we 
were uncertain of what our actual financial needs would be 
with the new church in Chenoa. Thanks to many volunteers 
and generous giving in both churches, we were able to end 
the year with adequate balances for both churches and about 
$90,000 surplus giving funds to invest outside of our church. 

The surplus was not a small sum, so as the elders discussed 
our surplus giving options, we wanted to do our homework to 
find pressing needs in ministries we trust that concur with our 
aims as a church. We want to give away surplus money, but 
we want to do so wisely in a manner that propels kingdom-
oriented works forward. We sent emails and made phone 
calls to some vari-
ous ministries that 
our church has part-
nered with in the 
past and learned of 
some substantial 
needs that we could 
help meet.  

First, we followed 
up with Matt Klock-
enga, who is with To 
Every Tribe in Cat 
Lake, Ontario. Last 
summer we sent two 
teams up to Cat Lake 
to help Matt finish a duplex for his family and another family 
to live in as they begin ministering to the people of Cat Lake. 
Matt shared that they are off to a really good start in sharing 
Christ in Cat Lake, and that if they had a few thousand dollars, 
they’d be able to give scholarships to help facilitate a family 
church camp this summer for a number of the residents in Cat 
Lake who wanted to go, but could not afford it. Knowing the 
work in Cat Lake, and Matt’s heart to reach his town, we were 
happy to send him a check for $4,000. 
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The Jr High Youth Group left for Miracle Camp and Re-
treat Center on March 2nd. They spent an entire week-
end in Michigan, leaving the church on Friday, March 2nd 
and returning on Sunday, March 4. They spent some time 
in the gym playing basketball, dodgeball and volleyball. 
Each day the kids would attend chapel services where 

they learned about the Good News of Jesus! The theme 
for the weekend was “Alive” It was a call to examine 
our hearts and determine whether we are truly “Alive 
in Christ.” Several kids gave their lives to the Lord and 
others recommitted their lives to Christ. 

Palm Sunday Special Music

The Children’s Church 
students performed for 
the congregation on March 
25 during our Palm Sun-
day service. To find out 
more about our Children’s 
Church program please 
contact Becky Roth at 
beckyroth16@gmail.com

Secondly, we wanted to use a sub-
stantial amount of the surplus giving 
money to invest in unreached people 
groups. Historically, only about half a 
percent of the American church’s giv-
ing has been used to take the gospel 
to peoples who have never heard it. To Every Tribe (TET) is an or-
ganization in Texas whose specific mission is to train, support, and 
send missionaries to unreached peoples. We’ve had several of our 
missions team members visit TET headquarters in Texas, and we cur-
rently support one of the families on their staff (Matt and Nati Tay-
lor). When we contacted TET by phone, their president considered it 
a timely encouragement from the Lord. He responded to our inquiry 
with a thorough letter and explanation of a current need that we 
could meet (copies available in the West Foyer on the CD table). TET 
has long-term relationships with indigenous people groups in north-
ern Mexico and they have seen indigenous peoples trust in Christ. 
Just last month they rejoiced as they celebrated a man’s baptism in 
his backyard. The gospel is bearing fruit through their ministry, and 
a church is forming, however, it is very dangerous. They are working 
in an area currently being contested by two drug cartels. The United 
States has categorized this region in the same class as Syria and Af-
ghanistan and warns against travel. The police have withdrawn from 
the area, but TET is seeing the fruit of Christ in the area and believes 
“Jesus is worth the danger and the long road trips down difficult 
roads.” In the letter, TET’s president explained one of their financial 
needs is to repair and expand their fleet of used SUV’s for their work. 
The cartels are aware of their work and generally leave them alone, 
but if they have new vehicles they will be targeted. He explained that 
they buy 15-year old SUV’s and have a mechanic upgrade the guts 
so they are sound to operate on dirt, rock, and mud roads. They 
have urgent need of one vehicle and need to turnover their fleet in 
the next 18 months. They estimate the cost to be $10,000 per vehicle 
($3k purchase, $7k repair and upgrade) to continue their work in 
the region. We were able to absolutely astound, bless, and encourage 
TET by sending them a check for over $43,000 to help them continue 
carrying the gospel to indigenous peoples in remote areas of Mexico.   

1 The Surplus Giving Plan began in 2010 and is a plan to invest financially in the 
greater kingdom of God beyond the walls here at Christ Community. The congre-
gation votes to approve a budget each year in January and we keep a quarter of the 
annual budget in reserve. Then, if the bank balance exceeds the budget and reserve, 
we gift the money to other partners in ministry.
2 http://www.thetravelingteam.org/stats/

To Every Tribe Missionaries Matt & Ash-
ley Klockenga and family (left) and their 
co-workers in the ministry (right). More 
photos on insert.

Pastor Andy’s Letter and photos continued on insert...



We’re investing the remaining $43,000 to help meet Lifesong’s 
need for more Student Life Homes. Lifesong for Orphans, head-
quartered right here in Gridley, has become a trusted friend of 
our church as they share the love of Christ to over 6,000 children 
in 11 countries around the globe. They have a 100% pledge that 
every dollar donated goes directly to their projects on the field 
and to date they’ve also helped finance over 6,500 adoptions. 
We’re particularly well acquainted with the fruit of Student Life 
Homes because Shane and Mitzi McBride who are a part of the 
CCC family, were directors of Lifesong Zambia for five years 
and oversaw the first Student Life Homes that were built. Eight 
to ten students live in each home where they learn life skills in 
Christian community with mentoring. To date, 120 students are 
currently housed in the student life homes and there is a press-
ing need for more. Lifesong has students ready to move in as 
soon as the homes can be built and staffed. 

The surplus giving plan has been a great joy as our church 
has been able to wildly bless and support ministries around 
the globe. Truth be told, though, my heart was a little bit reluc-
tant this time around. I saw $90,000 staring at me on spread-
sheet and had some hesitation to give it. The larger the sum, 
the harder it is to part with, which is precisely why we should 
stick with the surplus giving plan.  Not only is the plan good for 
other ministries, it’s good for us. It’s a discipline of trust in the 
Lord. It’s a discipline of faith. It’s a heart check. Deuteronomy 
15:10 reads, “You shall give to [the poor] freely, and your heart 

shall not be grudging when you give to him, because for this the 
LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in all that 
you undertake.” I’m thankful for a church body that delights to 
give, and that when my heart wants to latch on to money, that 
we’ve made an advanced decision to be a conduit for the king-
dom of God. Surplus giving doesn’t just spread the gospel to 
Canada, Mexico, and Zambia, it applies the gospel to our hearts 
right here in Gridley.

An update came in as this newsletter article was being writ-
ten. This email reply came from Steve Leston, President of To 
Every Tribe upon hearing of the amount we would be giving 
them:

“I write this e-mail with literal tears in my eyes! I am 
overwhelmed at your generosity and your commitment 
to the mission. These trucks are mission critical for what 
we do and you have answered one of the biggest issues 
that we face in North Mexico. I believe I told you this be-
fore, but right before we talked on the phone our fleet 
manager told me that our trucks were on their last leg. 
This gift will make a HUGE difference for us as we send 
teams to Mexico to bring the gospel to these people. 
Please pass along to your team, and to your body, how 
much we appreciate what you have given. My commit-
ment to you is that as we replace our fleet we will remain 
steadfast in sending teams to this region to preach the 
gospel and plant churches!”
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Surplus Giving 
$4,000 to To Every Tribe - Scholarships for Summer Family Camp

$43,377 to To Every Tribe - Upgrade Vehicle Fleet

$43,377 to Lifesong for Orphans - Student Life Homes 

Christ CC is able to provide enough money 
for TET to upgrade their fleet of 5 vehicles. 
These vehicles are crucial in transporting 
missionaries into the small communities 
that they share the gospel with and plant 
churches. More details about this specific 
work and their needs are found in the letter 
available in the West Foyer. 

Matt & Ashley Klockenga have been working 
to reach the people of Cat Lake, Canada. Christ 
CC recently helped them finish construction 
projects on their duplex. They asked for finan-
cial assistance to provide scholarships for a 
family church camp this summer. This money 
will directly help families who cannot afford to 
attend the camp.

The remaining Surplus will go to Lifesong’s 
need for more Student Life Homes. Eight 
to ten students live in each home. Lifesong 
students are ready to move in as soon as the 
homes can be built and staffed. The Student 
Life Program began with 2 homes for the 
current 8th grade class (2015), ramping up 
to 13 homes for 125 students.
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Coming Up!
Saturday, April 14

8 am - 1 pm
63rd Annual

Pancake & Sausage Day

Sunday, April 29  5-7 pm
One Another Meal In Homes

June 25-28
“D3” - Sr. High Youth Conference

July 23-26  6-8 pm
Vacation Bible School

July 27  6-8 pm
VBS: Family Fun Night

Sunday, August 5  5-7 pm
One Another Meal in Homes

Attendance & Offering
3/4       311    $ 17,113
3/11    294      $ 9,398
3/18    279    $  8,899
3/25 294     $  8,127

 April
 Birthdays

  1 Anne Wettstein
  4 Bonnie Sherrill
  5 Dax Gentes
  6 Abigail Kelly
  7 Brier Meiss
  9 Jim Mallory
  9 Juno Zeller
  9 Logan Feit
  11 Alyie Roth
  11 Steele Hitchens
  14 Jil Stauter
  18 Colton Kelly
  19 Tonya Krone
  20 Alissa McKinsey
  20 Eliza Meiss
  22 Abby Huette
  24 Chazz Eskridge
  25 Bishop Wallace
  26 Marilee Wenger
  27 Dusti Palmer
  28  William Nyberg
  29 Karen Neal
  30 Sydney Hall
  30 Brynn Clark

Anniversaries
  12 Dennis & Bonnie Sherrill
  20  Steve & Mary Carls
  28  Jordan & Marqui Krone

Meet Our Deacons
The Children’s Ministry Team exists to serve the 
church by giving oversight and coordination to all 
ministry programs for children from preschool to 5th 
grade.  Becky Roth is Deacon of Children’s Ministry. 
She works with the Sunday School teachers, JAM and 
Children Church leaders. Others involved with the 
team are: Lori Hardman, Megan Castleman, Susan 
Johnson and Linda Hartzler.

The Finance Team exists to serve the church by de-
veloping and implementing plans for informed and 
faithful stewardship of church finances and property. 
Derek Meiss is Deacon of Finance. The Finance team 
members are: Chris Gentes, Doug Nelson, Bob Wet-
tstein, Ken Hall, Dan Erwin and Thad Mool.

The Hospitality Team exists to ensure that the 
environment of Sunday morning gatherings is 
hospitable towards guests, and promotes fel-
lowship with one another. The team also as-
sists in the coordination of various elements of 
the worship service. Bev Nelson is Deacon of 
Hospitality. Others on the Hospitality team are: 
Ron & Marcia Mool (Coffee Fellowship), Kelly 
Mool (Nursery), Kanda Steffen (Communion), 
& Peggy Poppen.

The Local Outreach Team exists to spread the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ by sharing the grace and 
truth of Christ in word and deed to local com-
munities. The team seeks to administer grace 
through physical provision to those in need and 
invites those not involved in a church to Christ 
Community Church. Tiffney Palmer is Dea-
con of Local Outreach. Others who work with 
her are: Tiffney & Tony Palmer, Trent Kaupp & 
Jonna Strauch.

The Missions Team exists to lead Christ Community 
in its effort to participate in the Great Commission 
in cross-cultural contexts. The Missions Team main-
tains close contact with our missionaries and seeks to 
teach and encourage every attender at Christ Com-
munity to be obedient to the Great Commission as 
either a go-er or sender. Betty Kaupp is Deacon of 
Missions. Other team members are: Chuck Albrit-
ton, Jake Foor, Delmar Smith, Robin Wahls.

The Meals Team exists to coordinate all of the meals 
that occur as a ministry of Christ Community 
Church.  Jennifer Morrison is Deacon of Meals. The 
team seeks to promote the One Another core value 
by loving those inside the church and the Beautiful 
Feet Core Value by ministering to those outside of the 
church by providing meals. Other team members are 
Stephanie Deckard and Erin Kaupp.

The technology team exists to serve the church 
by maintaining all of our technological needs. 
Mark Butikofer is Deacon of Technology. 
Mark works with many people in helping with 
the sound system, the projection system, and 
the computers used in the church building.

Children’s Ministry

Finance & Stewardship

Hospitality

Church Meals

Technology

Local Outreach/Benevolence

Missions

Our deacons are (l-r): Jennifer Morrison, Becky 
Roth, Derek Meiss, Betty Kaupp and Bev Nelson. 
Not Pictured: Tiffney Palmer, Mark Butikofer.

The Hospitality Team oversees Coffee Fellowship. 
Ron and Marcia Mool are the coordinators.

Children’s Ministry includes 
finding Sunday School 
teachers and equipping 
them to teach our young 
people about Jesus.

Group Life
following Jesus in community

bible study groups

community groups

Holy Rollaz
1st/3rd Sunday
Leader Grant Stauter

J.A.M
(Jesus Anchored Millennials)
1st/3rd Tuesday
Leader Jordan McKinsey

Foor/Smith
Twice/Month
Leader Denny Foor &  
  Delmar Smith

#fullquiver
2nd/4th Thursday
Leader Andy Huette

EP4L
1st/3rd Sunday
Leader Josh Carr

East 7th
1st/3rd Sunday
Leader Mark Ludy

Home Builders (Apr 12)
Every Other Monday 
Contact Dave Zeller
dzeller@zeller-electric.com
10 Open Spots

The Unnamed Group
1st/3rd Weekend
Leader Tim Johnson

The Group
Once/Month
Leader Todd Morrison

Poor Beggars
Twice/Month
Leader Mark Butikofer

Titans Forever
Wednesday PM
Leader Jordan Krone

The 17th Seed
Once/Month
Leader Cory Deckard

Evening Moms Group
Christ Community Church
1st/3rd Wednesday 
6:30-8:00 PM
Contact Bev Nelson
bnelson@gridcom.net
All Moms Welcome

Pop-Up Bible Study
309 Clay St., Normal
April 24, May 1, 8, 15
5:30-7:00 PM
Contact Steve Barnhart
sbarnhart.email@gmail.com
8 Open Spots

Moms Group
Fellowship Hall
1st/3rd Wednesday
9:00-10:30 AM
Contact Susan Laiming
susan.laiming@yahoo.com
All Moms Welcome

Ladies Bible Study
30486 N 2025 E Rd, Gridley
Wednesday
6:00 AM
Contact Dee Perry
dgptap@yahoo.com
Open Availability

Working Moms Group
2789 CR 1100 N, El Paso
Every Other Monday 
8:00 PM
Contact Whitney Clark
imagesbywhitney@hotmail.com
Open Availability

Pursuit of Holiness
Christ Community Church
1st/3rd Tuesday
6:30-7:30 PM
Contact Tim Johnson
tpj.ccc@gmail.com
All Men Welcome

If you are interested in leading a group, joining a group or have questions regarding 
available groups please contact Pastor Grant Stauter - grant@christ-cc.org

Community Groups exist for both community and mission resulting in spiritual 
growth. Each group is encouraged to seek out others, add to the group and eventu-

ally multiply into other groups. Typically, 5-12 people that meet twice a month.

discipleship groups

John Dirks
Panera, Bloomington
Tuesday 6:30-7:30 AM
Leader John Dirks

Juli Klopfenstein
Location: TBD
When: TBD
Leader Juli Klopfenstein

Dave Ihlenfeldt
Java Eats & Sweets
Saturday AM
Leader Dave Ihlenfeldt

Brent Klopfenstein
Location: TBD
When: TBD
Leader Brent Klopfenstein

Discipleship Groups are 2-5 people of the same gender who meet together to 
form in-depth relationships and to encourage one another in following Christ.

Bible Study Groups exist to grow in the knowledge of God’s Word 
with the focus of obeying and applying His truth.


