
With my fundraiser coming up shortly, I would like to introduce 
you to one of my boys, Leandro. Leandro is from Brazil and is 
23 years old. He is a part of the LDP (Leadership Development 
Program). 
Leandro was 12 years old when his father was killed while 
riding his bike. Leandro was devastated. Even though from a 
poor family, he was a very intelligent young man and had hopes 
and dreams for the future. After his father’s death, he was told 
that he may as well forget about his dreams, because there was 
no chance of them coming true. Leandro believed that, too, for a 
short while, but then something wonderful happened. He got 
accepted into Compassion’s Child Sponsorship Program. 
Suddenly, his dreams had fertile soil to grow and he gladly and 
gratefully took advantage of all the opportunities offered by the 
Compassion program.
Leandro successfully completed the Child Sponsorship 
Program, with the highlight of those years being accepting 
Christ as his Savior. Because of his excellent leadership qualities 
he applied to the LDP and was accepted. Dream No. 1 just came 
true. Leandro loves to learn and has an enthusiasm and zest for 
life that nearly makes me tired reading about it! He does tend to 

extend himself too far sometimes. I reminded him that while Jesus was on this earth he took time to be 
alone to rest and commune with his father. I told Leandro he needs to do likewise. He did, and thanked 
me for the advice.
Sponsorship for an LDP student is considerably more than the Child Sponsorship Program, but when I 
first read Leandro’s profile and learned of his desire to use his education to reach disadvantaged youth 
for Christ, youth who are bound by addictions, youth who are marginalized by society, I knew without a 
doubt that I wanted to be his sponsor. It was a big stretch of faith for me, but over the past four plus years 
the Lord has always provided. There wasn’t always much left over, but there was enough.
Leandro is set to graduate from university in January 2017. In addition to full time studies, he works in 
the Brazilian postal system to help provide for his mother and two sisters. He is also studying to be a 
police officer is his state. He has completed the leadership program (which has many similarities to the 
OTW program). He visits his old Compassion project and plays with and mentors the young boys in the 
program. He is an active member of his church, putting into practice many of the things he has learned. 
His dreams are becoming reality - one by one.
I constantly find it amazing and at times a bit overwhelming to realize that the Lord can use someone like 
me to be an encouragement in the lives of numerous young people who, no doubt, will be making a 
significant impact in their church and/or community. I give thanks.

What is the opposite of poverty? Enough.
Jim Schrock


