Go on a Lenten Journey With Us
Lent is the 40 days before Easter not counting Sundays. The journey of Lent reminds us of the 40 days
Jesus spent in the wilderness and the 40 years the Israelites journeyed to the Promised Land. The Church
began using the 40 days prior to Easter as a journey of preparation for the celebration of the greatest day the
world has ever known – the first Easter Sunday.
We invite you to utilize this booklet to journey with us throughout Lent. There are a number of
resources in the booklet to aid us in our journey.
 Take a “journey” around our sanctuary and look for the various depictions of animals, devils, and

people praying by using the “Stained Glass Scavenger Hunt” pages. If you can’t find one of the
pictures, ask a staff member to help you.

 Utilize the weekly “Spiritual Discipline Idea” to strengthen your walk with God.
 Spend some prayerful time coloring one of the coloring pages. Jesus teaches us to “be in the moment”

– not worrying about tomorrow nor being burdened by the past. One technique many people (yes, this
includes adults!) are utilizing to accomplish this is by coloring. For some, the act of coloring engages
the body and allows the mind to wander freely. For others, it helps to shut off the many screens and
other distractions in our lives.

 Worship with your family of faith each Sunday during Lent. To enhance our Lenten Journey this year

we will be using a Lenten Wreath, which is basically a reverse-Advent wreath with one candle being
extinguished each Sunday until the final, Christ Candle is extinguished at 3pm on Good Friday. The
children will be adding a panel to a Lenten Banner each week during the Children’s Moment as they
learn about many of the symbols surrounding the crucifixion of Jesus. Each week we will hear stories
of redemption from one of the many ministries our church is engaged in. All of these “extras” are
designed to help us in our journey.

 Take advantage of the special worship services and opportunities on Palm Sunday, Holy Wednesday,

Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday. Our Chancel Choir will be offering a special Cantata featuring
Early American Hymns and Songs on Palm Sunday. The Stations of the Cross will be available in the
Sanctuary for individual or family observance on Wednesday-Friday of Holy Week. The Stations of
the Cross are displays representing twelve of the events leading up to and including the crucifixion of
Jesus. We will have a special Taizé service on Maundy Thursday.

Your church staff have collaboratively worked very hard on this booklet and our Lenten observances.
It is our prayer that this season will draw you close to God and close to your brothers and sisters in Christ as
we all journey together.
Holy Week Schedule

Wednesday, 4/17/19

Holy Wednesday – Stations of the Cross: 4:00-8:00 p.m.
Supper at 5:30 p.m.
Service/Study at 6:00 p.m.

Thursday, 4/18/19

Maundy Thursday – Stations of the Cross: Noon – 6:00 p.m.
Taizé Service including Communion – 6:00 p.m.

Friday, 4/19/19

Good Friday – Stations of the Cross: 9:00-3:00

Easter Sunday, 4/21/19

Easter Sunrise service at 7:30 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast at 8:30 a.m.
Egg Hunt at 10:00 a.m.
Worship at 11:00 a.m.

The Worship of God
March 10, 2019
The First Sunday of Lent

Gathering
Welcome and Work of the Church .....................................................................................................Gerald Peel
Prelude ......................................................................................................................... Bruce Clark, Organmaster
The Lenten Wreath ......................................................................................................... Elder Shannon Twitchell
Hymn ............................................................... “Immortal, Invisible” ............................................................... #12

Scripture Lesson ............................................... Matthew 18:21-35 ............................... Elder Shannon Twitchell
The Word of God for the People of God
Thanks Be To God!
Call to Confession.......................................................................................................................Courtney Krueger
Corporate Confession:
Great Loving and Forgiving God, we are quick to come to you with our sin, asking for mercy.
Yet we are slow to offer mercy and forgiveness to those who have wronged us. We ask that
you not judge us. Yet we judge others by the way they look, the political positions they take,
or the state of their bank account. Forgive us our hypocrisy. Help us to forgive as you forgive.
Help us to offer mercy as you offer mercy.
Confessions in Silence
Assurance of Pardon
Gloria Patri ..................................................................................................................................................... #620
Affirmation of Faith from the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith
Faith is a gift made possible through God's love and initiative. Yet God requires the response
of faith by all who receive salvation and reconciliation. When persons repent of sin and in
faith embrace God's salvation, they receive forgiveness for their sin and experience
acceptance as God's children.

Hymn ............................................................... “Blessed Assurance” .............................................................. #295

Children’s Moment ............................ The Lenten Banner: Towel and Basin .................................. Bess Williams
Prayers of the People (The Lord’s Prayer) .................................................................................. Courtney Krueger
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
A Lenten Story from Love’s Arm Outreach
Offertory
Doxology ............................................................ “Old Hundredth” ................................................................. #623
Dedication of the Offering .......................................................................................................... Courtney Krueger
Anthem
Sermon ........................................................... “Radical Forgiveness” ........................................ Courtney Krueger
Benediction Hymn............................. “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” ................................................ #581
Postlude ............................................................................................................................................... Bruce Clark

Stained Glass
Scavenger Hunt…
Can you
find these
people
praying?
Prayer is a central theme in Lent. Our windows may have more depictions of
prayer than anything else. Did you know that the lower windows tell the story of
the Lord’s prayer as you journey around the sanctuary?

Spiritual Discipline Idea for the first full week of Lent:
Praying for and forgiving your enemies.
By Courtney Krueger
Matthew 18: 21-22
21

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you,
seventy-seven times.
Episcopal pastor Laurie Brock writes that one Lent she decided to pray for her enemies, the people in her life
who made her angry, and those who annoyed her. She writes,
This discipline first made me admit that I actually have enemies. Enemy is such a harsh word, I think.
But enemy is from a root that spans a wide chasm of people, from the Devil, the embodiment of all evil, to
someone to whom we are actively or passively hostile….We all have enemies, so first and foremost, I had to
admit that distasteful truth to myself. I knew people to whom I was actively or, more likely, passively hostile,
and who were my un-friends….The Holy Spirit, as the Spirit is known to do, stirred me upside down and
dropped me in the middle of this spiritual discipline. I began to write down names of people who were my
enemies… The list was slightly longer than my grocery list for my annual Christmas party, but shorter than the
genealogy in First Chronicles, which takes up nine chapters. I counted that as a slight win. On any given day,
this list includes most politicians, a few bishops, and a lady who lives down the street who lets her smallerthan-a-longhorn-cattle poo in my yard….

Over the 40 days of Lent, I prayed for these people by name. At first I skipped a few names, especially
those who had deeply and personally hurt me. I sat in silence, figuring God knew who I hoped I could pray for.
I also wondered if the silence would count as a prayer…After thirteen days of sitting in silence with the names
of those who must not be named, I decided to speak their first names. This was going to be a long forty days.
But this was also a discipline, a practice of the balance of my faith. How well could I lift myself up out of the
teaching of Christianity I’d interpreted for my own ease and comfort and develop new muscles to balance me
in the faith to which Christ called me.
Jesus is not vague about praying for our enemies, and not in a turn-their-hearts, send-a-plague-oflocusts-upon-their-house-and-make-them-agree-with-me kind of way. Jesus wants to turn my heart and help
me see them as beloved, wounded children of God….Praying this way answered my question to Jesus, “Is there
a secret to this love-my-enemies thing?” He rolls his eyes at me and says, “Yes. Doing it.”

The Worship of God
March 17, 2019
The Second Sunday of Lent
Gathering
Welcome and Work of the Church .....................................................................................................Gerald Peel
Prelude ........................................................................................................................ Bruce Clark, Organmaster
The Lenten Wreath .................................................................................................................... Elder Janet Black
Hymn ............................................... “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” .............................................. #45
Scripture Lesson ................................................ Matthew 20: 1-16 ...........................................Elder Janet Black
The Word of God for the People of God
Thanks Be To God!
Call to Confession..................................................................................................................... Courtney Krueger
Corporate Confession:
Generous God, you love everyone the same. You treat everyone the same. Yet we can be
offended by that. We want you to treat us better than others. We secretly believe that you love
us more than others. Forgive us our arrogance. Help us to celebrate that you are generous and
loving to all.

Confessions in Silence
Assurance of Pardon
Gloria Patri ..................................................................................................................................................... #620
Affirmation of Faith from the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith
God acted redemptively in Jesus Christ because of the sins of the world and continues with the
same intent in the Holy Spirit to call every person to repentance and faith. The Holy Spirit works
through the scriptures, the sacraments, the corporate worship of the covenant community, the
witness of believers in word and deed, and in ways beyond human understanding. The spirit
moves on the hearts of sinners, convincing them of their sins and their need for salvation, and
inclining them to repentance and faith toward God.

Hymn .................................................................. “No Other Plea” ................................................................. #308

Children’s Moment ............................... The Lenten Banner: The Rooster ..................................... Bess Williams
Prayers of the People (The Lord’s Prayer) .................................................................................. Courtney Krueger
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
A Lenten Story from the Hospital Meal Ministry ......................................................................... Marshall Watson
Offertory
Doxology ............................................................ “Old Hundredth” ................................................................. #623
Dedication of the Offering .......................................................................................................... Courtney Krueger
Anthem
Sermon ............................................................“Our Generous God”......................................... Courtney Krueger
Benediction Hymn............................. “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” ................................................ #581
Postlude ................................................................................................................................................ Bruce Clark

Stained Glass
Scavenger Hunt…
Can you
find these
Animals?
The Phoenix is a bird from Greek Mythology. It dies
a fiery death and then rises again to new life from
the ashes. Why do you think we have two
Phoenixes in our windows?

Spiritual Discipline Idea for the Second Week of Lent
Making a Gratitude Journal
By Courtney Krueger
Matthew 20:15
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?
The verse above comes from Jesus’ parable about the generous landowner who paid all of his workers
the same amount regardless of when they began the work. Those who worked all day grumbled because
they thought they would receive more than those who worked only one hour. The landowner was
demonstrating generosity to all the workers by inviting them into his field so that they would have money to
buy food for the day. He chose to be equally generous to all so that all could eat that evening. Those who
were offended were too busy looking at what other people had instead of being thankful for what the
generous landowner had given them.
We can be the same way, can’t we? Shortly after we moved to Tennessee, I began the laborious task
of painting the fence that runs across the front of our property. I kept the paint and brushes on a little wagon
that I would roll out to the fence in the late afternoons and spend an hour or so hand painting, first the front
and then the back of the fence. It literally took months.
Every so often, I happen to drive by some beautiful piece of horse property. It may have rolling hills
and a brand new barn. It may have a beautiful view of the surrounding mountains. And when I see it, I get a
twinge of envy and covetousness. Why can’t I have a horse farm as big and beautiful as that one? What did
THEY do to deserve such a spread? And then my eyes usually fall on their fence – stretching out far, far more
than my fence does. And I immediately say out loud, “I don’t want to have to paint THAT fence.” It makes
me so very thankful for our farm and for everything that God has blessed us with. Rather than focus on what
someone else has that I don’t, I focus on what God has given me and how very, very thankful I am for it.
Last week the Spiritual Discipline Idea was a challenge from pastor Laurie Brock to pray for our
enemies – even going so far as to write down a list and pray for them by name and out loud. This week,
consider doing some more writing. Write down things you are thankful for. Catholic Priest David SteindlRast says, In daily life we must see that it is not happiness that makes us grateful, but gratefulness that makes
us happy. When we are consciously grateful, we will not worry so much about what other people have that
we don’t have. We will happily offer to God praise for what God has lavished upon us.
What BIG things are you grateful for? What small things are you grateful for? Write them down.
Thank God for them. And start to feel joy growing inside of you!

The Worship of God
March 24, 2019
The Third Sunday of Lent

Gathering
Welcome and Work of the Church .....................................................................................................Gerald Peel
Prelude ........................................................................................................................... Fletcher Academy Choir
The Lenten Wreath ...................................................................................................................... Elder Rick Layne
Processional Hymn ............................ “Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken” .............................................. #116
Scripture Lesson ................................................ Matthew 22: 1-14 ............................................ Elder Rick Layne
The Word of God for the People of God
Thanks Be To God!
Call to Confession..................................................................................................................... Courtney Krueger
Corporate Confession:
God, our great king, you invite us to your banquet of joy and peace and love. And we squander
the opportunity. We make excuses for why we don’t have enough to be joyful. We choose strife
over peace. We harbor hate instead of fostering love. We know it angers you because you want
so much more for us. Turn our hearts again toward you. Forgive us our sins. Set us free to live in
joy, peace, and love.
Confessions in Silence
Assurance of Pardon
Gloria Patri ..................................................................................................................................................... #620
Affirmation of Faith from the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith
Persons may resist and reject the call of the Holy Spirit, but for all who respond with repentance
and trustful acceptance of God's love in Christ, there is salvation and life. Repentance is that
attitude toward God wherein sinners firmly resolve to forsake sin, trust in Christ, and live in
grateful obedience to God.

Special Music..................................................................................................................... Fletcher Academy Choir

Children’s Moment ................................. The Lenten Banner: The Gavel ....................................... Bess Williams
Prayers of the People (The Lord’s Prayer) .................................................................................. Courtney Krueger
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
A Lenten Story from Welcome Home Chattanooga
Offertory............................................................................................................................ Fletcher Academy Choir
Doxology ............................................................ “Old Hundredth” ................................................................. #623
Dedication of the Offering .......................................................................................................... Courtney Krueger
Anthem.............................................................................................................................. Fletcher Academy Choir
Sermon ...................................................... “Failed Banquet Shutdown” ................................... Courtney Krueger
Benediction Hymn............................. “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” ................................................ #581
Postlude ............................................................................................................................................... Bruce Clark
We welcome Fletcher Academy Choir and Director Denise Pettit as they help lead us in worship today.

Turtleback Falls in Gorges State Park in North Carolina

Spiritual Discipline Idea for the Third Week of Lent
The Jesus Prayer
By Courtney Krueger
Matthew 22: 8-9
8

Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore into the
main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’
I once took a friend to “Turtleback Falls” in North Carolina. This is a waterfall that you can actually
slide down, falling into a pool of water at the bottom. I had discovered it a few weeks before and could not
wait to share it with my friend. We hiked to the falls and got ready to slide, when he started making excuses.
“The water is too cold.” “I have a bit of a headache.” “I don’t feel like swimming today.” I surprised him and
myself as I found myself furious at him. I tried humiliating him, begging him, and manipulating him to give it
a try. He refused. He kept saying, “You are enjoying it. Why do you need for me to try it?”
Some weeks later, I happened to read the story of the great banquet, part of which is quoted above.
The king throws a huge party and people make excuses for why they can’t come. And the king becomes
enraged. As I read the parable, I realized that my anger at my friend and the king’s anger were similar. I was
mad because my friend was letting his fear keep him from experiencing something really great. I was angry
because he was choosing to miss out.
I think Jesus was telling us that God feels the same when we (perhaps unconsciously) assume that we
know how to run our lives better than God does. We make all kind of excuses for why we can’t accept God’s
grace, live in love, or let the joy of Christ into us. As we miss out, it infuriates God precisely because we are
missing out.
In the parable, the king invites all those who are willing to recognize that the king is offering
something really great. Accepting the invitation is their way of also acknowledging that the king is offering
them something they can’t have on their own.
One of the oldest prayers in the church is sometimes called, “The Jesus Prayer.” It is the simple
prayer:
“Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.”
It is based on the cry of a blind beggar who shouted, “Jesus, son of David, have mercy on me.” For millennia,
Christians have prayed this prayer in a repetitive manner as a way of humbling ourselves and asking Jesus for
the help that only he can offer us.
To follow the spiritual discipline of the Jesus prayer, simply spend five to ten minutes slowly saying
the prayer over and over. From time to time, you may feel your mind drifting away. Don’t be harsh with
yourself, simply bring your mind back to the prayer. As you spend time praying, you will likely notice that
different phrases from the prayer begin to speak to you. Later in the day, you may discover that you have
more peace and more joy because the Jesus prayer helped you accept God’s invitation to all of the goodness
God has prepared for you.

The Worship of God
March 31, 2019
The Fourth Sunday of Lent

Gathering
Welcome and Work of the Church ................................................................................................... Gerald Peel
Prelude ........................................................................................................................ Bruce Clark, Organmaster
The Lenten Wreath ..................................................................................................... Elder Meredith Middleton
Hymn ................................................. “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” ................................................ #82
Scripture Lesson ................................................ Matthew 25: 1-13 ..................................... Meredith Middleton
The Word of God for the People of God
Thanks Be To God!
Call to Confession..................................................................................................................... Courtney Krueger
Corporate Confession:
Eternal God, you call us to stay awake, but we often seem to sleep right through life. We sleep
through signs you give us of your love in nature. We sleep through the opportunity to worship
you every day. We sleep through the chance to give your joy to people in our lives who need it.
Forgive us for our sleep and wake us from our slumbers.
Confessions in Silence
Assurance of Pardon
Gloria Patri ..................................................................................................................................................... #620
Affirmation of Faith from the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith
As believers continue to partake of God's covenant of grace, to live in the covenant community,
and to serve God in the world, they are able to grow in grace and the knowledge of Jesus Christ as
Lord. Believers never achieve sinless perfection in this life, but through the ministry of the Holy
Spirit they can be progressively conformed to the image of Jesus Christ, thereby growing in faith,
hope, love, and other gifts of the Spirit.

Hymn .......................................................... “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” .......................................................... #17

Children’s Moment ......................................The Lenten Banner: Dice ............................................ Bess Williams
Prayers of the People (The Lord’s Prayer) .................................................................................. Courtney Krueger
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
A Lenten Story from Bridge Chattanooga
Offertory
Doxology ............................................................ “Old Hundredth” ................................................................. #623

Dedication of the Offering .......................................................................................................... Courtney Krueger
Anthem
Sermon ............................................................ “People, Get Ready” ......................................... Courtney Krueger
Benediction Hymn............................. “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” ................................................ #581
Postlude ................................................................................................................................................ Bruce Clark

One of my favorite places to “Be still and know….”

Spiritual Discipline Idea for the Fourth Week of Lent
Silence
By Courtney Krueger
Matthew 25:13
13

Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

We live in a 24/7/365 world. We are barraged every day with noise and other stimulation demanding
our attention. The cell phone is one of the biggest offenders. Most of us check our phones more than 80
times in a day. Apps and websites are intentionally set up to offer “infinite scrolling” which means that as
long as we keep scrolling down, they will keep offering content. YouTube “cues up” videos to begin playing
as soon as the last one ends. A “I need to check my phone for a minute” can very easily become a lost hour or
more.
I have a feeling if Jesus were giving us the warning in Matthew 25:13 today, he might say, “Pay
attention, therefore…” He would not be telling us to pay attention to our phones, but to his presence in our
lives. So, perhaps paradoxically, in order to follow his command to “Keep Awake” I want to suggest that you
practice the spiritual discipline of silence.
Psalm 46 describes the mountains shaking and the sea roaring. It describes the nations as being in an
uproar. And then it says, “Be still, and know that I am God.” It is telling us to pay attention to what is truly
important. It is telling us to find ways to ignore all that clamors for our attention which then distracts us from
God. You may also remember that Elijah found God, not in an earthquake or whirlwind or fire, but in a still,
small voice.
So carve out some time to be silent, to be still, to focus on God and let God give you what you truly
need. Here is one way you can do that:
Find a comfortable place to sit where you won’t likely be distracted. Put your cell phone or anything
else that may tempt you in another place. I sometimes imagine I am sitting in God’s lap. Or I pull up a chair
beside me and imagine that Jesus is sitting there with me.
Simply relax and enjoy being quiet. You might focus on your breathing – breathing in deeply and
slowly, holding it for a moment and then breathing back out.
The purpose of this discipline is not to use words or even to “hear” God speak words to you, but
instead to simply seek to be present to God and with God.

During this time, the mountains may seem to shake, the sea to roar, or the nations crying out to you
in an uproar. This will come in the form of worries or other distracting thoughts. Don’t be harsh with
yourself as you think these. The Psalm warns us they will come. Instead, simply repeat quietly to yourself
something like, “I am being still so that I may know God is with me.”
The thoughts you have may not be inconsequential. You may think of things you need to do, even
ministries God wants you to undertake. Remembering that there is a time and a place for everything, you
may wish to treat those thoughts like you might treat a child who is begging for attention by telling them,
“Mommy is busy right now, but I promise you that in five minutes I will be there for you.”
Five or ten minutes of silence may feel like an hour (feel free to set a gentle alarm if you find yourself
obsessively checking the time). You may feel that you struggle with yourself or your thoughts the whole
time. My experience is that nevertheless, later in the day, I find that I am more peaceful, more grounded and
more aware of God than I would have been had I not insisted on those few painful minutes of silence.

The Worship of God
April 7, 2019
The Fourth Sunday of Lent

Gathering
Welcome and Work of the Church .....................................................................................................Gerald Peel
Prelude ........................................................................................................................ Bruce Clark, Organmaster
The Lenten Wreath .............................................................................................................. Elder Christy Cooper
Hymn .................................................... “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” ................................................... #10
Scripture Lesson ............................................... Matthew 25: 31-46 .................................... Elder Christy Cooper
The Word of God for the People of God
Thanks Be To God!
Call to Confession..................................................................................................................... Courtney Krueger
Corporate Confession:
Generous Good Shepherd, we hear the story of the sheep and the goats and it frightens us. We
know that we have not done unto the least of these as we should. We have hoarded our wealth
and our care and our time. We, like the goats, are more concerned with ourselves than others.
Forgive us and fill us with determination to follow you, our Good Shepherd.
Confessions in Silence
Assurance of Pardon
Gloria Patri ..................................................................................................................................................... #620
Affirmation of Faith from the Cumberland Presbyterian Confession of Faith
Believers are saved by grace through faith which produces the desire to do the good works for
which God creates persons in Christ Jesus. Good works are done in thankful response to the gift of
God's grace. God graciously accepts the works of believers despite their many weaknesses and
imperfect motives. Good works are the result of and not the means of salvation.

Hymn .......................................................... “Great Is Thy Faithfulness” .......................................................... #17

Children’s Moment ................................... The Lenten Banner: Chalice ......................................... Bess Williams
Prayers of the People (The Lord’s Prayer) .................................................................................. Courtney Krueger
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
A Lenten Story from The Hope House ............................................................................ Rev. Tricia Dillon Thomas
Offertory
Doxology ............................................................ “Old Hundredth” ................................................................. #623
Dedication of the Offering .......................................................................................................... Courtney Krueger
Anthem
Sermon ............................................................. “Sheep and Goats” .......................................... Courtney Krueger
The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Benediction Hymn............................. “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” ................................................ #581
Postlude ............................................................................................................................................... Bruce Clark

Please join us in the fellowship hall for a potluck fellowship luncheon.

Stained Glass
Scavenger Hunt…
Can you
find these
Devils?
At the end of Jesus’ 40 day journey in the wilderness, the devil tempted him.
We have several depictions of the devil in our windows.

Spiritual Discipline Idea for the Fifth Week of Lent
Praying the Scriptures
By Courtney Krueger
Matthew 25: 37-40
37

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty
and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked
and gave you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40 And the king
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me.’
James urges us to be “doers of the Word and not hearers only.” The biggest difference between the
Sheep and the Goats in this week’s parable is that the sheep put their faith into action and the goats did not.
That difference, however, was the difference between an active, living, faith and a dead, useless one.
This week I encourage you to try the discipline of praying the scriptures. This discipline can take many
forms. In its purest form, it is using the scriptures to inform, inspire, and guide your prayers.
You can open the book of Psalms and use a Psalm as your prayer (that’s what a Psalm is, after all).
You can read a passage of scripture slowly several times over, looking for words or phrases that stand
out for you. Assume that God is offering this word or phrase to you in order to encourage or challenge or
even chastise you. Pray, then, asking God to help make that word or phrase have meaning for you in your day
and in your life.
You can imagine that you are in the “scene” of the scripture. For example, what if you were in the
scene in the parable of the Sheep and the Goats – how would you feel if you were identified as one of the
sheep? How would you feel if you were identified as one of the goats? Try to really put yourself in that
scene. How does that lead you to pray? What might God be leading you to do?
A tool to help you pray the scriptures is the website www.pray-as-you-go.org This is a website made
by Jesuit monks. The Jesuits were founded by Saint Ignatius of Loyola who stressed the value of praying the
scriptures as part of his discipline. There is a recording for each day with music to help get you settled and
then a time of praying over a particular passage of scripture. I use this resource nearly every day as the
beginning of my prayer time. My hope is that it helps my prayers be less focused on me and more focused on
God and God’s intentions for me. I pray this will be your experience as well.

The Worship of God
April 14, 2019
Palm Sunday
Gathering

Welcome and Work of the Church .....................................................................................................Gerald Peel
Prelude ........................................................................................................................... Bruce Clark, Orgamaster
Procession of Children with Palms
The Lenten Wreath ......................................................................................... Deacon Chairman Tim McDonald
Hymn ...................................................... “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” ..................................................... #67
Scripture Lesson ................................................ Matthew 21: 1-11 ................ Deacon Chairman Tim McDonald
The Word of God for the People of God
Thanks Be To God!
Children’s Moment ................................. The Lenten Banner: The Palms ..................................... Bess Williams

Invitation to Give......................................................................................................................... Courtney Krueger
Offertory
Doxology ............................................................ “Old Hundredth” ................................................................. #623
Dedication of the Offering .......................................................................................................... Courtney Krueger
The Song Everlasting
Benediction Hymn............................. “Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing” ................................................ #581
Postlude ................................................................................................................................................ Bruce Clark

The Song Everlasting
The Wondrous Story
Tune – Holy Manna published by William Moore in Columbian Harmony 1829
I will sing the wondrous story of the Christ who died for me.
How He left His home in glory for the cross of Calvary.
I was lost but Jesus found me,

Found the sheep that went astray;
Threw His loving arms around me
Drew me back into His way.
I was bruised, but Jesus healed me.
Weak was I from many a fall.
Joy was gone and fears possessed me,
But He freed me from them all.
Days of darkness still come over me,
Sorrow’s paths I often tread,
But the Savior still goes with me
By His hand I’m safely led.
I will sing of my Redeemer and His boundless love to me.
He from death to life hath brought me,
Son of God Him to be.

Songs of the Wayfarer
Tunes: Motherless Child and Wayfarin’ Stranger
Motherless Child – slavery era spiritual
Wayfaerin’ Stranger – Early 19th century American folk/gospel song –
listed in the Roud Folk Song Index as 3339
I’m just a poor wayfarin’ stranger
a travlin’ through this world of woe.
The road is filled with toil and danger,
and in my heart I walk alone.

I want to find a loving Shepherd;
Someone to take me by the hand.
Someone to lead me from this darkness
and bring me to the Promised Land.
Sometimes I feel like I’m almost gone,
a long way from home.

Come Unto Me

Tune: Resignation – Found in W. Walker’s Southern Harmony published in 1835
O come to me abide with me
and I will give you rest.
O run to me, reside with me
and be forever blessed.
Come lay your burdens at my feet.
Your strength I will renew.

O come to me, confide in me.
My peace I give to you.
Come walk with me, come talk with me
and you will find new life.
Come learn from me, come serve with me
and fill the earth with light.
Leave far behind your path of sin
and run to my embrace.
My loving arms will keep you safe.
I’ll shelter you with grace.

Journey of Hope and Promise
Tunes: Shout on, Pray On 19th century folk hymn; Followers of the Lamb 19th century Shaker tune; Saints
Bound for Heaven W. Walker composed 1840; Promised Land Composed in the mid 17th century by English
composer Samuel Stennett
I know that my Redeemer Lives,
Glory, hallelujah!
What comfort this sweet sentence gives.
Glory, hallelujah!
Shout on pray on, we’re gaining ground.
Glory, hallelujah!

The dead’s alive and the lost is found!
Glory, hallelujah!
We’re marching on to Zion,
marching to Jerusalem.
We’re followers of the Lamb.
Sing on, shout on, followers of Emmanuel,
Sing on, shout on, ye followers of the Lamb.
Our Deliverer has come let us sing.
This our song shall ever be.
Grace has truly set us free,
Now we’re bound for Jubilee, let us sing.
March on, march on if firm array.
March on with hearts ablaze.
By faith we walk the narrow way,
our banner high with praise.
I am bound for the Promised Land.
O who will come and go with me?
I am bound for the Promised Land!

Procession of Praise

Tune: Complainer – from Southern Harmony, 1835
All glory, laud, and honor, to You, Redeemer King,
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.
You are the King of Israel, and David’s royal Son.
Now in the Lord’s name coming, our King and blessed One!
From Olivet they followed ‘mid an exultant crowd.
The victor palm branch waving, and chanting clear and loud.
Hosanna in the highest! That ancient song we sing,

for Christ is our Redeemer, the Lord of Heaven, our King.
Sing hosanna in the highest! Hosanna to the King!

Song of Humility
Shaker Melody
Jesus bowed in the garden, in dark Gethsemane.
Jesus knelt in the garden, in deep humility.
Jesus wept in the garden, His heart in agony.
Jesus prayed in the garden beneath the olive tree.
I will bow and be simple. I will bow and be free.
I will bow and be humble, bow like the willow tree.
Jesus bowed in the garden, in dark Gethsemane.

Jesus prayed in the garden, beneath the olive tree.

Sacred Head, Wondrous Love
Based on American Folk Tunes

O sacred Head now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down,
now scornfully surrounded with thorns Thine only crown;
how pale Thou art with anguish, with sore abuse and scorn!
How does that visage languish which once was bright as morn!
What Thou my Lord hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain.
Lord mine was the transgression, but Thine the deadly pain.
Lo here I fall, my Savior! ‘Tis I deserve Thy place.
Look on me with Thy favor, and grant to me Thy grace.
What language can I borrow to thank Thee, dearest Friend,
for this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end?
Oh make me Thine forever, and should I fainting be.

Lord let me never, never outlive my love to Thee.
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing.
To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great I Am.
While millions join the theme I will sing.
Forever I will sing!

The Sure Foundation

Original by Joe Martin incorporating Foundation – 1787 England
Come, ye thankful people come.
Wake the dawn with tuneful singing.
This is the day the Lord, our God has made.
Let us rejoice and sing!
Christ is made the sure foundation, Christ the head and cornerstone;
chosen of the Lord and precious, binding all the Church in one.
Holy Zion’s help forever, and her confidence alone.
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!
What more can He say than to you He hath said,
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
Fear not! I am with thee O be not dismayed,
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid.
I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
upheld by My righteous omnipotent hand.
The Church who on Jesus have founded their faith
must now rise with the dawning and face a new day;
forsaking the evil of earth’s sinking sand.
Let us build upon Jesus and on that Rock we stand!

A TLC class goes through the Stations of the Cross together

Spiritual Discipline Idea for Holy Week
Worshipping with your Church Family
By Courtney Krueger
All of the Spiritual Discipline ideas of the last few weeks have been solitary disciplines. I have invited
you to pray for your enemies, to offer gratitude, to pray the Jesus prayer, to engage in intentional silence,
and to pray the scriptures. Much of your spiritual growth happens when it is just you and God. But both
scripture and tradition are clear: we need each other in order to grow. There are no Lone Ranger Christians.
We need each other for support, for accountability and to be the “two or three” who gather in Jesus’ name
believing his promise that he is there among them.
So this week, the Spiritual Discipline idea is to take advantage of as many of the opportunities our
church is giving you to be present with God’s people. This year we are offering both a Wednesday night
opportunity and a Thursday night opportunity. We have expanded the hours for the Stations of the Cross on
Friday so that they will run from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. the same time that Jesus hung on the cross. We
will have a very brief service at 3:00 p.m. commemorating the death of Jesus. Easter Sunday morning, we are
offering a Sunrise service at 7:30 am and then our majestic Service Celebrating the Resurrection at 11 a.m.
Rather than pick and choose which of these you will attend, make it your spiritual discipline to attend
them all. Each one is uniquely designed to draw you into the events of Holy Week and give you a renewed
sense of what Jesus did for you.
A number of years ago a gentleman encountered me just after Sunday School. He was headed for the
exit and perhaps because he felt a bit guilty he told me, “I had such a powerful time of private worship this
morning before I came to Sunday School that I don’t need to stay for worship.” I suspect the Holy Spirit took
possession of my tongue as I heard these words come out of my mouth, “Yes, but what if someone in the
worship service needs for you to be there in order for them to have a powerful time of worship now?” He
kind of shrugged and went on out, but I stood there truly believing that I had just uttered wisdom beyond my
ability. Even if you think you don’t need to be present for all of the Holy Week services and opportunities we
are offering, someone may need you to be present for them.
Wednesday, 4/17/19

Holy Wednesday – Stations of the Cross: 4:00-8:00 p.m.
Supper at 5:30 p.m.
Service/Study at 6:00 p.m.

Thursday, 4/18/19

Maundy Thursday – Stations of the Cross: Noon – 6:00 p.m.
Taizé Service including Communion – 6:00 p.m.

Friday, 4/19/19

Good Friday – Stations of the Cross: 9:00-3:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday, 4/21/19

Easter Sunrise service at 7:30 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast at 8:30 p.m.
Egg Hunt at 10:00 a.m.
Worship at 11:00 a.m.

The Worship of God
April 18, 2019
Maundy Thursday
Welcome/What is Taizé? ............................................................................................................... Courtney Krueger
Song #5 ................................................................................................................. Kyrie Eleison (Christ Have Mercy)
The Sacrament of Holy Communion
A Reading .................................................................................................................................... Matthew 26: 36-46
Song #12 ........................................................................................................................................ Wait for the Lord
A Reading .................................................................................................................................... Matthew 26: 47-56
Song #25 .................................................................................................................. When the Night Becomes Dark
Call to 5 minutes of Silence
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen
Closing Song #37 ............................................................................................................... Within Our Darkest Night
Depart the Sanctuary in Silence
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