
Young’s November 21 Update    
 

Henri Nouwen relates a personal story that I believe correlates to the transitional ministry at 
Union Center.  He tells of a friend who suddenly lost her husband to a heart attack.  She decided 
that it would be too difficult for her two young children to see their father lowered into the 
ground.  For years after, the cemetery remained a fearful place, the children scared to go.  She 
invited Henri to go with her and the children to the cemetery, he sat with the family and 
reminisced “Bob was a kind and gentle man”, and the stories started to flow. The cemetery wasn’t 
just a place to think of death, but also a place to rejoice in our life.  Incredibly, Henri suggested 
that maybe one day we would have a picnic here.  And since it was no longer a fearful place the 
family had picnics on Bob’s grave. 
 
Union Center, has become emotionally healthier where we can have both tears of grief and tears 
of joy, at times mingled.  A look backwards can bring a wave of grief but it also brings rejoicing 
over all the goodness experienced and shared.  UCCC is not a fearful people, it has a past but past 
loss doesn’t diminish future possibilities.  We are becoming a more hopeful people. 
 

We hear a lot about gratefulness 
during this time of year, generosity is 
one characteristic that UCCC has in 
abundance.  This pic is from Oct 31st, 
Maryanne had a weekend in New York 
– so much blessing.  She was able to 
spend time with my hosts - 
experiencing their love and kindness.  
The elders and their spouses took us 
out for some yummy Thai food.  On 
Sunday morning Maryanne joined 
with the prayer team, meeting those 
who prayed for her, who had special 

prayer meetings leading up to her bypass surgery.  At the end of the worship service, we were 
asked to come up, and our senior ministry - 55 Alive, blessed us with a generous gift of 
appreciation.  Maryanne repeatedly heard how grateful the church was for her sacrifice.  
 
At the end of December, I conclude my interim ministry at Union Center NY and early in January I 
start at Wintersburg in Santa Ana, CA.  As I think about finishing at UCCC and starting again in 
another deeply conflicted church, please pray that I would be: 

• Gentle and discerning with staff, elders and congregation 
• Deepen my communion with Jesus, trusting Him more fully 
• Tender and tough like Jesus - not hardhearted or passive. 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to ask.  If you would like to partner with me by financially 
supporting this work of church revitalization, feel free to let me know. 


