
My Mother’s Day Sermon



“For a woman to [pray or prophesy with their 
head uncovered] in a public assembly was 
against the national custom of all ancient 

communities, and might lead to the gravest 
misconceptions.”

The Pulpit Commentary



“To be shorn or shaven could be a sign of 
disgrace inflicted on an adulteress.”

The Pulpit Commentary



“Paul’s argument may be summed up as follows: If 
immoral women were shaven and if they behaved 

like men, then honorable women should cover their 
heads and distinguish themselves in all things from 

men or else they place themselves on a level with 
immoral women.”

New International Commentary



First/Second Order 
Principles:

1. God is a God of order.  This 
means also peace and order in 

the church (v. 16).



2. Within Christian community, we live in 
light of God’s perfect order and unity in the 

persons of the Godhead.  

The Father and the Son are perfectly united 
(John 10:30) and yet there is a difference 

administratively: God is the head of Christ (1 
Corinthians 11:3; 1 Corinthians 15:27-28; John 

14:28).



3. In God’s divine order, He first created man, 
then woman (Genesis 2:21-23).  

Within Christian community, then, we live in light of
God’s perfect order and unity in the persons of man 
and woman.  A man is to conduct himself as a man 

and as the head of woman, and a woman as a 
woman, conducting herself with dignity, a Christian 
distinction from the secular community, and without 

anything that would bring dishonor to her.



“St. Paul’s teaching from verse 7 onward might 
possibly be misinterpreted by the men as to lead 
them to despise the women, and by the women so 
as to lead them to underrate their own position.”

Cambridge Bible Commentary



“But lest he be misunderstood as wanting to 
demote women, Paul now argues that man and 

woman are equal in the Lord and mutually 
dependent.”

Expositors Bible Commentary



4. Within Christian community, we are to 
remember that God has made men and women 
equal beings (v. 12; Galatians 3:28), yet He has 

made them distinct sexes.  

That distinction is not to be blurred in their realization 
that they are mutually dependent (v. 11) - the man on 
the woman and the woman on the man.  Thus, within 
Christian community we must treat one another with 

mutual respect and admiration as we realize one 
another’s God-given functions and positions.



“There is a creation ordinance which must be 
maintained and if that is done the woman 

who is a creature of God will have a position 
of honor, a position far better than that which 

Greek paganism was able to offer.”

New International Commentary



In today’s world of sexual revolution 
and gender confusion, what an 

opportunity we have to
communicate the nature of God and 
his call to holiness simply by living 

out His will for us as men and 
women in Christian community.


