
Thanksgiving, Hospitality, and Love 
 Dialing the wrong phone number can be awkward, embarrassing, and sometimes downright 
frustrating. When a young man forgot to notify his grandmother of a change in his cell phone number 
before Thanksgiving, however, the result was touching. Wanda Dench texted a number that had originally 
been her grandson’s, inviting him over for a Thanksgiving meal. Instead of her grandson, the text went to a 
17 year-old Jamal Hinton. 
 The two figured out the mistake quickly, but Hinton asked if it was possible to “still get a plate.” In 
grandmotherly fashion, Dench responded, “Of course you can. That’s what grandmas do.” The story went 
viral online, perhaps as a hint of joy during such a bitter election season. When asked about the encounter 
after Thanksgiving, the young man said, “I’m thankful for all the nice people in the world. I never met 
her...and she welcomed me into her house, so that shows me how great of a person she is.” 
 Wanda Dench practiced two biblical principals. First, she showed love to her neighbor. Second, she 
showed hospitality. I do not know if Wanda is a Christian or not, but I do know that we can learn from her. 
As Christians, we are called to love our neighbors, no matter how different they are from us. Jesus tells us 
to love our enemies, those who seek us harm. But how many of us are willing to open our doors and show 
love to someone we mistakenly texted? The relationship these two have built over a mistaken text is 
marvelous. As Christians, we should be intentional in our love and hospitality, rather than accidentally 
showing these two attributes in our lives.  
 There are many things to be thankful for this year. It has been one crazy wild ride of a year. But 
through it all, we get the opportunity to continue to show God’s love to the world around us. One way that 
we can do this is through the hospitality we show to others. In the Bible, the idea of hospitality was not 
just inviting your friends over to your house. It included inviting complete strangers over. As people come 
to our church that are new, I challenge you this year to invite them into your homes. Get to know them. 
And share with them God’s love through your actions.  
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Offering Through October 2020 

Nov. 4th - Ed & Glenda Williams 

Nov. 6th - Jim & Carol Vestal 

11/01 
11/02 
11/02 
11/03 
11/04 
11/04 
11/05 
11/06 
11/08 
11/09 
11/12 
11/13 
11/15 
11/15 
11/17 
11/18 
11/19 
11/25 
11/28 

Ken Wiecken 
Riley Gramke 
Caleb Phipps 
Lydia Van Schyndel 
Linda Mantle 
Alliceson Nitcher 
Kellar Becker 
Leah Van Schyndel 
Jim Vestal 
Mike Wood 
Jacob Davidson 
Lisa Wright 
Ethan Hilderman 
Jeff Hoagland 
Justine Jorgenson 
Wesley Reichert 
Gerry Conklin 
Doug Brower 
Sarah Phipps Nov. 21st - Albert & Gerry Conklin 

Nov. 25th - Bruce & Sharon Swon 

Prayer Requests 

Those affected by Covid-19 

Sympathies for the family of Gary Haag 

Sympathies for the family of Frank Marsaglia......................Tori Wilson’s Grandpa 

Sympathies for the family of Coopie Nelson.................Kellar Beckler Great Uncle 

Kaleb Christian……...............................Paralyzed, morale, Grandson of Beasleys 

Ron Taylor....................................................................................................strokes 

Rita Meuer.............................................................................health issues, surgery 

Stephanie Ford...................................................................................heart surgery 

Bob Ferry.........................................................................................surgery in back 

Jesse Denning............................Betty Salmon’s brother, Recovering from surgery 

Sarah Smith...............................................daughter of Danny Smith, health issues 

Betty Blakely.......................Amy Hilderman’s mother, diagnosed with Parkinson’s 

Gene Nihiser......................................................................................Health Issues 

Carla Rowden........................................................diagnosed with crohn’s disease  

Ron Salmons .............................................................................. Health Concerns 

Betty Salmons.............................................................................. Health Problems 

Dora Rippee...................................... Back surgery upcoming, Friend of L. Mantle 

Kimberly Directo............................................................. Niece of Betty Ball, health 

Lonabe Brisbin..........................................................................surgery on Aug. 26 

Connie Johnson..........................................................recovering from foot surgery 

John Rogers.........................................................Liver problems, Former member 

Linda Rogers.....................................................Health problems, Former member 

John Phillips.........................................................................................Back Issues 

Patty McDonald......................................................................Rehab from surgery 

Anna Henning...........................................................Lonabe’s Daughter, Covid-19 

Linda Mantle.......................................................................................Health Issues 

Year to Date Giving— $143,091.40 

Budget Year to Date— $169,142.50 



Youth Group 

Youth group meets on Sundays. We will be meeting at the church from 

4:00-6:00. This is open to all 6th-12th graders!  

Upcoming Events 

Small Groups 

We have several small groups that have started. The Maxwell 

Group meets each Sunday from 4-6pm. The Jacobi Group 

meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesday. And the Theology class meets 

on Wednesday from 6:15-7:15. Call the office for more details.  

Thanksgiving Dinner 

Our annual Thanksgiving dinner will take place 

November 15 at the church! The Meal will 

begin at 5:00pm. Please sign up on the Bulletin 

Board to bring items to the meal.  

Christmas Program 

Our Christmas Program will take place December 13! 

We will have practice every Sunday from 1:00-3:00 at 

the church! Please see Emily Maxwell for more 

details. 

Road Kids 

Mark your calendar for Road Kids! Road Kids is our Wednesday  night 

kids program.  We start at 6:00 and go till 7:30.  Click HERE to sign up 

your kids!  If you would like to volunteer, please talk with Jacob! 

Decorating the Church 

On December 4th, we will be having a decorating party to get the church ready for Christmas. We 

will start decorating at 5:00pm that night. Come and join us for this night of fun!  

https://www.kentuckyroad.org/ministries/kid-ministry
https://www.kentuckyroad.org/ministries/kid-ministry


Submitted by Don and Judy Hampton 

Edwards—Taiwan—PRAY for WISDOM as we watch the escalating situation between Taiwan, China and the US. Zume 
Training is being implemented around the world. This month we are excited to roll out Zume Training in two new 
languages: Japanese and German. Praise God for how He is using this training to reproduce new disciples worldwide.  
 

Sanchez—Mexico— As we continue building a house, we continue building relationships with those we meet. We took 
time to experience a tradition in Colima: Saturday morning for warm cow’s milk. People drive to nearby farms and pay 
less than a dollar for a cup with chocolate or other flavor and hand it to the farmer who fills it with fresh warm milk. 
Then people stand around and visit. Sam has already asked to work on a farm when we move. Now all we need is to 
invest in a pasteurizer!  
 

CCCB—Lloyd Pelfrey writes, “1. Students should be able to see and learn using current technology, and sometimes even 
about older technology. 2. Many of today’ students already have technology expertise. Here at CCCB, teachers no 
longer come from the classroom with chalk dust on their fingers, other than Gareth Reese! (To be fair, he also uses a 
laptop connected to screens that help him teach about God’s Word.) 3. All technology comes at a cost to keep the 
technology running and improving. You make Bible college affordable for the next generation of Christian leaders. We 
are in our 64th school year at Central. I am thankful that what was started here in 1957 is still serving churches and 
future leaders.” CCCB has recently had to return to virtual learning for a short period of time, due to increased cases of 
Covid-19.  
 

Ozark Christian College—Why would Napoleon say, “an army marches on its stomach”? He knew to win a battle, 
breakfast is as important as bullets. Our OCC cafeteria team feeds hundreds of “cadets” every day. During Covid-19 they 
have also made dozens of “to-go” meals for quarantined students. This summer we discovered our industrial-sized grill 
had become unsafe and needs to be replaced. The cost was $32,000, not in our budget. Thank you for your partnership 
in this extra-challenging year, and thank you for your prayers. Matt Proctor  
 

Shiloh—We’ve had children who have arrived at Shiloh performing a grade level or two below other children their age. 
But because of the care they received at Shiloh, such as homeparents who encourage children to do their best in the 
classroom, they were able to catch up and graduate from high school on time. That’s exciting! This and other blessings 
for Shiloh children wouldn’t happen without caring supporters like you. Your gifts help Shiloh continue the work it 
started 40 years ago. Thank you for your generosity. Tim Craig  
 

Show-Me—Prayer Requests: a Christian Counselor to minister to the children; another Christian couple to join the 
ministry team. Praise God for new houseparents, Josiah and Melanie Holloway, at the Hubble Home in Galt. Steady 
progress continues in our 2020 Vision Campaign. Phase 1 was completed during the summer with the addition of two 
new houses, with work to begin on Phase 2 to expand the school facilities to accommodate up to 80 students.  
 

MOVE—Just 11 weeks after launching the Cobblestone Church in Poplar Bluff, we were facing a shut down. Not from 
the usual pitfalls of new church plants, but from a new threat previously unconsidered: COVID-19. A challenge for 
established churches; how much more for a brand new plant. With only a single week missed, the folks at Cobblestone 
had everything ready to go virtual. They now are back to in-person worship. How did they do that? Like we all did. 
Prayer. Lots of prayer. Then we went to work. Jesus said, “I will build my church; and the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it.”  
 

Willing Workers—Despite the fact that we have met few times in the past 7 months, we do have a few quilts and lap 
robes completed.  
 


