
What Will the Post-Coronavirus Church Look Like? 
 Church leaders and members are rightly giving much attention to dealing with the coronavirus pandemic. In-
person church services are being canceled. Small groups are meeting digitally, if at all. Church leaders are urging members 
to support the church financially through digital giving. Churches are preparing ways to minister to their communities in 
the midst of the pandemic. 

I am grateful for the responses and for the caring hearts of so many church members. In the midst of a major challenge, it 
is heartwarming and reassuring to see many people who really care. 

But the coronavirus will move past its pandemic state at some point in the future. I am fascinated to see what our 
churches will look like on “the other side.” Here are eight likely developments: 

• Non-digital giving will become an outlier. Fewer people will want to handle the offering plates or buckets. Fewer 
people will touch cash. Watch for a dramatic decrease in non-digital giving. Make certain you are moving your church to 
digital giving. Your church should be receiving 60% of gifts digitally right now. That number must grow. Have someone in 
your church who can help the digitally challenged to set up online giving for them personally. 

• Smaller worship services will become normal. We were already seeing a trend of churches moving to smaller 
worship gatherings, even if the church was growing. We anticipate many larger churches will attempt to have services 
capped around 250 to 300. Smaller churches will, of course, have even smaller gatherings. A 200 attendance church, for 
example, may move toward two services post coronavirus. 

• The 80% rule will become the 60% rule for worship gatherings. The 80% rule said that a worship center with a 
capacity of 200 feels full at 160 (80%). The 60% rule says the congregation will want more social distancing, and thus the 
200 capacity worship center will reach its social distancing capacity at 120. 

• The negative economic impact on churches could have long-lasting effects. Church leaders should begin discussions 
of “what if?” What if our giving was cut by 30% for the next few years? What adjustments would we make? 

• Social distancing will change permanently some of the traditions in many churches. Stand and greet is gone and will 
not return in most churches. Church huggers will no longer be tolerated. Even handshakes will be minimized. 

• The death rate of churches will worsen. Many churches are barely hanging on. These churches will not survive the 
consequences of the coronavirus. The death rate of churches will thus increase significantly. These deaths can be 
mitigated, however, with an intentional focus on church adoption and church fostering. 
Church adoption and fostering will increase significantly. I addressed this issue in my March 16, 2020 post. Church 
adoption takes place when a healthier church brings the people and assets of a struggling church into its church family. 
The adopted church becomes a campus of the adopting church. Church fostering is the process where a healthier church 
provides assistance and resources to a struggling church for a defined period, typically less than a year. Church fostering 
may or may not lead to church adoption. 

• Churches will rapidly adopt more virtual practices. Many churches have resisted the migration into the virtual world, 
but the coronavirus has taken many congregations into a quick immersion into the digital age. The initial forays have been 
to move into digital giving more fully and to stream some form of worship services. But coronavirus is the tipping point of 
much more to come in the digital world. Indeed, this change may be the most profound of all the changes churches will 
face after the coronavirus is no longer considered pandemic. 
 

For certain, these are trying days. I know you know it, but remember God’s got this situation. He’s got you. And He’s got 
your church.  

- Thomas S. Rainer, What Will the Post-Coronavirus Church Look Like 
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https://thomrainer.com/2020/03/the-foster-church-movement/
https://churchanswers.com/blog/what-will-the-post-coronavirus-church-look-like/


Offering 

Those affected by Covid-19 
Sympathy for the family of Karen Owen...  Jean Frankhouser’s sister 
Kaleb Christian……...........Paralyzed, morale, Grandson of Beasleys 
Debbie Jenkins................................recovering, Hazel Robert’s sister 
Ron Taylor................................................................................strokes 
Ronda Smith.friend of Julie Schudel, health issues, home recovering 
Bert Smith.............................friend of Colette Niekamp, health issues 
Rita Meuer.........................................................health issues, surgery 
Stephanie Ford................................................................heart surgery 
Bob Ferry.....................................................................surgery in back 
Jesse Denning.................................................Betty Salmon’s brother 
Sarah Smith...........................daughter of Danny Smith, health issues 
Alexis McPike....................on a peace keeping mission with the navy 
Betty Blakely....Amy Hilderman’s mother, diagnosed with Parkinson’s 
Gene Nihiser...................................................................Health Issues 
Carla Rowden.....................................diagnosed with crohn’s disease  
Betty Salmons........................................................... Health Problems 
Dora Rippee................... Back surgery upcoming, Friend of L. Mantle 
Regina Clifford...... Stroke,  responding to treatment friend of Colette  
Justin & Marissa Hagedorn ................ Complications with pregnancy 
Kimberly Directo........................................ Niece of Betty Ball, health 
Pam Leuders ..................... Relative of Roger Mantle, Breast Cancer 

Aug. 3rd - Derek & Alanna McCord 

Aug. 7th - Dennis & Pam Jacobi 

Aug. 8th - David & Maria Loyd 

 

Aug. 14th - Bob & Sarah Phipps 

Aug. 15th - Jim & Kathy Van Schyndel 

8/03 
8/03 
8/04 
8/05 
8/06 
8/10 
8/14 
8/16 
8/16 
8/16 
8/17 
8/18 
8/19 
8/20 
8/21 
8/22 
8/26 
8/28 
8/31 
8/31 
 

Jerry Hoagland 
Roger Mantle 
Dennis Jacobi 
Kayden Cason 
Jessica Simmons 
James Klusman 
Charlie Wilson 
Maddox Hilderman 
Keagan Koons 
Robert Nitcher, Sr 
Sam Oliver 
Charlie Wieschhaus 
Timberlynn McGill 
Kimberly Wiecken 
Luke Gramke 
Carol Vestal 
Betty Salmons 
Kaesin Kibble 
Cindy Allison 
Craig Van Schyndel 

Year to Date Giving— $101,614.31 

Budget Year to Date— $118,398.00 



Upcoming Events 

VBS  
VBS this year is August 17-20. We are excited for this 

opportunity to teach our children about God’s love through 

song and story. VBS starts at 6:00pm each day. There will be a 

new way to check in and out your children this year, so please 

look for an email with explanations. Click here to sign up today!  

Women’s Bible Study 

Several women in our church will be hosting a women’s Bible study 

starting in July. The study will go through the book of Joshua and discuss 

winning the worry battle. The study will take place on Wednesdays at 

6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Night of Worship 

Join us on August 7th for a night of worship. This will be a night of singing, Bible reading, and 

interactive stations. The night begins at 6:30pm. We hope you can join us!  

Fall Kickoff Fellowship 

Mark your  calendars for our Fall Kickoff Fellowship on August 23. This event will take place in 

the afternoon/evening. More details will be announced in the coming weeks.  

Sunday Setlist 

Each Week, Lexi will be providing the Sunday Setlist on Thursdays on our 

Facebook page.  There will also be a link to a spotify playlist that you can 

listen to in preparation for Sunday Worship. We invite you to follow along 

each week as we prepare to worship together.  

https://vbspro.events/p/events/krcc2020
https://vbspro.events/p/events/krcc2020
https://www.facebook.com/KentuckyRoadChristianChurch/


Submitted by Don and Judy Hampton 

Edwards—Taiwan--  Caitlyn, who graduated this Spring from Ozark Christian College and Southern Missouri 
Southern State University, is planning to go to Tokyo, Japan, with a church-planting organization named Mustard Seed, 
headquartered in Joplin.  She served an internship in Japan during her final year of college.  She is in the process of 
raising financial support.  She has committed to 5 years and hopes to be living there within the next year.  Cole plans to 
come to the US in August to begin his college studies at the Grand Canyon University in Arizona.  Allyson is presently 
living in Indiana with her grandparents and planning a December wedding.   

Sanchez—Mexico--  They are currently “camping” at the site of their new home under construction in Colima.  This 
move was made sooner than planned due to a shooting into their home in Manzanillo.  They have water in 50% of the 
house, and roofs over the bedrooms.  They have been enjoying campfires in the evening.  Isaac got a new pair of 
glasses to replace the ones that were shot up.  He also has been having successes in math which had been a struggle 
for him.  As of the end of June, Manzanillo was a “hot spot” for Covid 19.   

CCCB—Moberly--  There are several events upcoming on Campus.  Heritage Day will be held September 4 (10:00 
am-3:00 pm).  There is no charge for the event, but an offering will be taken for the college.  Bill Walton will be 
honored. Later in the evening  (6:00 pm-8:00 pm) Commencement for the 2020 class will be held with Jason Poznich 
speaking..  Women’s Day has been re-scheduled for October 1 from 2:00 pm to 8:30 pm.  Registration is $20 per 
adult. 

Ozark CC—Joplin--  Thank you for your recent gift to OCC.  God is in the eye-opening business.  In John 4, when the 
disciples looked at the Samaritan town of Sychar, they saw no spiritual potential—only a neighborhood to get past 
quickly.  But Jesus told them, “Open your eyes and look at the fields!  They are ripe for harvest.”  (John 4:35)  Your gift 
to OCC will train more harvest workers (Matt 9:38), and we are grateful for you!  (Matt Proctor, Pres.) 

Shiloh—Open House, Clarence, MO, Sept. 26, 2020.  There will be tours, lunch and a program. 

Show-Me—Open House, LaMonte, MO, Sept.  12, 2020.  10 am-3pm.  Tours, lunch, activities, concert, and horse 
program.  Nathan Smith who was here at KRCCf recently, is in charge of the horse program. 

CMCE—They have not been having regular meetings due to Covid 19.  Many of those who attend are in the most 
vulnerable group. 


