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The Importance of Genre 
  
            In recent years, reading for fun has become old fashion. Do you remember the 
days when father would be sitting at the breakfast table reading through the newspaper to 
see what was happening in the world? Today, it is not the newspaper that is being read, but 
the cable news station that is on the TV or cell phone. The way we consume entertainment 
looks significantly different than it was even thirty years ago. People, in general, are 
reading a lot of material, but they are bite size compared to the novels of years-gone-by. 
Instead, they are watching movies and TV series. 
            All of this leads to a problem when they sit down to read the Bible. Because we are 
out of practice of reading various materials, we often forget that the Bible is not composed 
of a single genre. There is poetry, legal documents, narratives, parables, allegory, 
prophecy, and more. How we read a certain passage of Scripture is determined by how the 
author wrote it. You would not read a biography of Abraham Lincoln’s life the same way 
you read Animal Farm. The same it true with the Bible. 
            When beginning any reading the Bible, we must first have in the back of our mind 
what is the genre of the passage. We may not think about it consciously, but it is important 
to have it there as we try to apply it to our lives. For instance, Psalm 137:7–9 speaks of 
dashing children against the rocks. If we forget that this is poetic literature, we could read 
this literally. When we come to our enemies, we must kill their children. But that does not 
go with the rest of the Bible. But if we read it as poetic and recognize the angst of the writer 
as he suffers, we can see that it is not desiring to kill infants, but to have vindication from 
God that is clear and evident. “I am suffering now, God prove to them that I am right in my 
faithfulness to you!” 
            Genre matters. As you begin your Bible readings this month, consider the way that 

the authors wrote what they did. How does that impact how the passage applies to my 

life?  

             -Tony Maxwell 



Offering 

January 2021 

Offering YTD —-   $18,007.00 
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Those affected by Covid-19 

Kaleb Christian……..........................Paralyzed, morale, Grandson of Beasleys 

Ron Taylor...............................................................................................strokes 

Rita Meuer........................................................................health issues, surgery 

Stephanie Ford..............................................................................heart surgery 

Jesse Denning.......................Betty Salmon’s brother, Recovering from surgery 

Sarah Smith..........................................daughter of Danny Smith, health issues 

Betty Blakely..................Amy Hilderman’s mother, diagnosed with Parkinson’s 

Gene Nihiser..................................................................................Health Issues 

Carla Rowden...................................................diagnosed with crohn’s disease  

Ron Salmons .......................................................................... Health Concerns 

Betty Salmons.......................................................................... Health Problems 

Kimberly Directo........................................................ Niece of Betty Ball, health 

Lonabe Brisbin....................................................................Recovering at home 

Connie Johnson.....................................................recovering from foot surgery 

John Rogers.....................................................Liver problems, Former member 

Linda Rogers.................................................Health problems, Former member 

John Phillips.....................................................................................Back Issues 

Patty McDonald..................................................................Rehab from surgery 

Anna Henning.......................................................Lonabe’s Daughter, Covid-19 

Linda Mantle......................................................................Recovering at home 

Laydon Denning..............................Brother of Betty Salmons, Heart Procedure 

Bryan Hampton..........................................................................................Covid 

Kenny Hoover............................................................................................Covid 

Jeff Hilderman...................................................Knee Surgery/Home recovering 



Road Kids 

Mark your calendar for Road Kids! Road Kids 

is our Wednesday night kids program.  We 

start at 6:00 and go till 7:30.  Click HERE to 

sign up your kids!  If you would like to volun-

teer, please talk with Jacob! 

Youth Group 

Youth group meets on Sundays starting back 

up on February 7th. We will be meeting at 

the church from 4:00-6:00. This is open to all 

6th-12th graders!  

Super Bowl Party 

The church is hosting a Super Bowl party 

on Sunday February 7th starting at 

5:00pm for 6th-12th graders. Bring snacks 

to share and come ready to hang out, 

watch the game, and play some games!  

Jesus’ Journey 

This Lenten season we will be studying 

the book of Mark as we learn more 

about Jesus’ Journey leading up to 

Easter. Pick up packets in the Foyer 

full of information and activities for you 

and your family to enjoy together.  

https://www.kentuckyroad.org/ministries/kid-ministry


“Be Mine” Worship Night 

 Join us for a worship night full of praising God 

and service on Friday February 19th starting at 

6:30pm in the Sanctuary. There is a board of 

items needed for the night in the Foyer. Please 

Connections Class 

The connection class is an opportunity for you 

to learn more about us at Kentucky Road. We 

encourage anyone who has not been through 

the class to attend on February 21st following 

second service! If you are interested, please 

sign up on the bulletin board in the Foyer.  

Elders & Deacons Nominations 

Slips can be found in the pews with qualifica-

tions for these positions. Once you have 

prayerfully filled this form out, drop it off in the 

box at the Connections Center.  



Submitted by Don and Judy Hampton 

Edwards—Taiwan—We are in day 10 of our quarantine here in Taiwan.  We are surviving. Several 

here are taking care of us by buying eggs, veggies, etc. Taiwan is experiencing some cold weather 

right now so we are also trying to stay warm in our concrete house. We get out of quarantine on 

Saturday and then we go into a 7-day self-management. They've really tightened up on the rules for 

even this time because of so many imported cases lately. In order to come to Taiwan, you need to 

show proof of a negative COVID test taken within 3 days of travel. Taiwan checks in with us every 

day and is tracking our cell phones to make sure that we don't leave our house. 

Sanchez—Mexico—We finally got an updated family picture. We finally got a “yes” from Scarlett’s 

Dad and she will be moving with us to Colima. We are six. We had big plans to celebrate our first 
Christmas in our new home, but all the kids were leaning more toward “their last Christmas in our 
Manzanillo home.”  Therefore, we planned a wonderful Christmas dinner, and we invited Rafa and 
Scarlett’s Dad to join us.  Because of Covid-19 we had to close the church doors in April.  We 
reopened in September and are praying we don’t have to close again with a new spike in cases.  
God brought us 20 new visitors into the church in 2020. 

CCCB—Central is about 90% complete in raising commitments for their “Raise the Torch” campaign.  

They also have been approved for a grant from the Mabee Foundation.   These funds will be used 

for capital improvements.  Currently Spurling Hall is being renovated.  It has been closed for 2 years, 

and the goal is to have it reopen for female students in the fall of 2021.  It was built in 1968 as a 

girls’ dormitory; this will be the first major renovation. 

Ozark Christian College—Prof. Mark Scott will be retiring as Preaching Professor at the end of this 

school year.  He will become the preacher at Park Plaza Christian Church in Joplin.  But OCC’s work 

of training preachers will continue.  Dr. Jason Poznich now serves as Director of the Biblical 

Communication Department.  This year we have 42 Biblical Communication majors.  Those 42 

students receive general fund scholarships. 

Shiloh—Kentucky Road CC Family, Thank you so much for your faithful love and support.  We 

appreciate all your prayers for our families and children.  Blessings for a great 2021!  Thank you 

again for your support. 

Show-Me—Thank you for choosing to invest in the hopes and dreams of some amazing young lives.  

You make a difference in their lives now, the future opportunities they embrace, and the eternity they 

will face.  You make such an impact when you share with these children at Show-Me.  Thank you for 

blessing so many. 

Christian Campus House— 

MOVE—Efforts are underway for a plant at Holts Summit.  Search continues for a church planter.  

Mile City Christian Church in Dexter, MO, celebrated 9 baptisms in 2020. 

Cobblestone Christian Church in Poplar Bluff, MO, celebrated 8 baptisms in 2020! 


