
Symbolism and Numbers in Revelation  
 
Number: Meaning of the Number: Examples:  
Seven (7) Completeness • Seven Days in a week 

• Rainbow colors 
Four (4)  Completeness in a universal 

sense 
• God fashioned Adam as a completion and representative of creation. Adam’s name 

has four letters (in Hebrew)  
Three (3)  Another complete number • Three-peat of a phrase emphasizes its importance 

• Trinity 
Twelve (12) and 
ten (10) 

Completeness in Diversity • 12 Tribes of Israel (12 Apostles)  
• 12 months in a year 
• 2 sets of 12 hours in a day 
• 10 serves in the same way 

 
Ways in which numbers are used in Revelation:  

1) There are seven beatitudes in Revelation (1:3, 14:13, 16:15, 19:9, 20:6, 22:7, 22:14). We see in this the complete blessing of God for his 
people. We also see Revelation’s message of salvation through these beatitudes as well.  

2) The number four plays a very significant role. The earth has four corners (7:1; 20:8) and four winds (7:1). The point is that what is happening 
affects the entire cosmos. This is emphasize when the four creatures offer a fourfold doxology to God and the lamb in 5:13.  

3) The Seals, Trumpets, and Bowls are divided in a 4+3 pattern. The first four judgments in all three affect the world. This is something that 
Philo mentions in his commentary on Genesis. Philo repeated mentions that four and three is the key components of the number seven and it 
represents all that is naturally steadfast and upright in the universe.  

4) There is actually four sets of seven judgments. We usually only speak about three of them (the Seals, Trumpets, and Bowls). But there is a 
fourth set, the thunders. But God tells John not to write them down in 10:3–7. The point is that the entire world is being judged. Additionally, 
in 14:14-19, the word sickle is used seven times to speak about the completeness of the judgment. Also, the imports of the merchants of 
Babylon in 18:11-13 is a list of 28 items (4x7), which would represent the complete and total products of the entire world.  

5) There is a fourforld formula that goes like this: “Every tribe, tongue, people, and nation.” Sometimes the words change, but it is always in a 
set of four. It is used seven times in the book of revelation. The first two reference the redeemed, while the other five represent the 
unredeemed. But it is the complete cosmos in mind.  

6) There are certain names of God and Christ that are repeated in patterns.  
a. The phrase, “The one who lives forever and ever” is referenced to God four times to designate that God is the eternal God who reigns 

over creation.  
b. The phrase “The Lord God Almighty” appears exactly like that seven times. This is where it is easy to see that John did this 

intentionally. There are a couple of instances where he starts the phrase but does not end it. Why? Because he wanted to keep it at 
seven.  

c. The title, “The one who sits on the throne” is used seven times.  
d. The self-designation of Christ and God as “the Alpha and Omega” and their equivalents appears seven times.  



e. The name Christ appears seven times and Jesus appears fourteen times. Lame is used of Christ twenty-eight times (4x7) to symbolize 
the universal scope of the Lamb’s complete victory.  

7) There are the “seven Spirits” of God that are mentioned four times (1:4, 3:1, 4:5, 5:6) to signify the fullness of divine sovereignty over the 
universe.  

8) Prophecy is mentioned seven times.  
9) Spirit (singular) is mentioned fourteen times. Seven of them appear in the repeated refrain at the end of each of the letters. Four more appear 

in the fourfold repetition of “in the Spirit” (1:10; 4:2; 17:3; 21:10) referring to the effectiveness of John’s prophetic commission.  
10) Significantly, there is no pattern for the names of Satan, beast, or false prophet that can be observed, except where they are a parody of God 

and Christ (12:3; 13:1; 17:3, 7, 9–11).  
11) Twelve is the number of God’s people. It is squared (144) to indicate completeness, and multiplied by a thousand (144,000) to connote 

vastness. 
12) Twelve is used twelve times when discussing the New Jerusalem as an image of the end-time completeness of the saints.  
13) There are a fourfold allusion to Daniel’s 2:28ff prophecy in 1:1, 1:19, 4:1, and 22:6 (the last one serving as a bookmark for the entire book. 

What this means is that we need to understand Daniel 2’s view of history to understand what Revelation is communicating.  
14) Additionally, Exodus 19:16ff (lightning, sounds, and thunder) is repeated four times at major literary joints to introduce or conclude with a 

suggestion of final judgment. To emphasize the finality of the final judgment, each time it is repeated, more is added through a progressive 
expansion of the wording and allusions.  

15) The word “woman” appears 10 times, bride three times, and saints fourteen times, in reference to the community of God. This is countered 
with the ungodly community and the women that represent them: whore (4x), woman (7x), and those who dwell on the earth (10x). These 
numbers are probably used to show that it is the totality of God’s people against the totality of the unredeemed humanity. Interestingly, there 
are a group of classes in 6:15 that could be counted into either seven or six groups, depending on how we take the grammar. If it is seven, then 
we can assume the totality or completeness of unbelieving humanity being judged. If it is six, it implies that the reason for the judgment is the 
imperfection of sin.  

16) Also, some of these repetition of words seem to increase as we near the end of the book. This gives us a heighten sense of anticipation as we 
are reading it.  

 


