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HEAR THE STORY | EXAMINE THE STORY | RESPOND TO THE STORY | LIVE THE STORY

Week 1 Recap:
- The gospel is Jesus is King. This message changes everything and has the power to

bring new life and peace to everyone.
Week 2 Recap:

- Following Jesus requires spending time with Jesus, and when we spend time with
Jesus, we are amazed by his authority as he rules and renews everything.

EXAMINE THE STORY  | Mark 1:35-39
- After a long day of teaching, casting out demons, and healing the multitudes, Jesus is

exhausted. Most likely Jesus was surrounded by people well into the middle of the night.
- Jesus slows down and makes space and time to be, not simply to do.
- The purpose of this place of solitude is to pray. To connect with God, the Father.

Remember this is Jesus, the son of God.  Jesus models the required connection with the
Father through which Jesus receives and accomplishes his mission.

- The disciples, led by Simon (Peter) search for, or rather hunt Jesus down. Both in
Peter’s searching and his comment “Everyone is looking for you,” there is an implication
of attempt to control Jesus to continue to being a wonder worker.

- “Looking” for Jesus in Mark connotes an attempt to determine and control rather than to
submit and follow. This verb is used to describe the Jewish leaders who look for Jesus to
put him to death (11:18; 12:12; 14:1; 14:11; 14:55).

- Discipleship consists not in attempting to control God’s work but in following God’s Son.
- But Jesus reminds these new disciples of his mission to preach the gospel (1:15, 38-39).

BIG IDEA:  When you follow Jesus, you relinquish control of your life to King Jesus.

EXAMINE THE STORY  | Mark 1:40-45
- Mark provides no details geogrpharical or temporal details about this story when a man

with leprosy offensively and provocatively approached Jesus.
- The term leprosy in Jesus’ day was a catch all term for many kinds of skin disease.

Leprosy was then, as now, a subject of superstition and fear. People with leprosy were
outcasts of society.

- Leviticus 13-14 provide the Old Testament background for understanding leprosy: The
leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and let the hair of his head
hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’  He shall
remain unclean as long as he has the disease. He is unclean. He shall live alone. His
dwelling shall be outside the camp (Lev 13:44-46).

- The man with leprosy does not attempt to control Jesus.  His request is for cleansing not
healing because leprosy required cleansing.



- The man with leprosy did not question the ability of Jesus to heal, but he questioned
Jesus’ willingness to cleanse him, to restore and make him whole.

- Jesus breaks down the fear of leprosy by touching the man and cleansing him.
- Jesus instructed him to follow the laws requirements for cleansing in Leviticus 14:1-20

which stated that he man must bring a sacrifices to the Temple to be offered for his
cleansing and atonement.  The priest would sprinkle and place the blood of the
sacrifices on the man to make him clean.

- Although Jesus commands the man not to tell anyone, the cleansed man cannot help
but tell the story about how Jesus changed him to everyone.

BIG IDEA: When Jesus cleanses you and makes you whole, you cannot keep the story to
yourself.

RESPOND TO THE STORY
- How are you attempting to control your life?  In what areas are you unwilling to give up

control to follow Jesus.
- Are you in need of cleansing from sin?

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another,
and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin...If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousnes.

1John 1:7, 9

LIVE THE STORY
- When Jesus cleanses you, these is a visible and noticeable change in your life that other

people see and experience.
- When Jesus cleanses you, you cannot help put tell other people the story about how

Jesus changed your life.
- With whom do you need to share the story of Jesus?

BEYOND SUNDAY
- Read one chapter of Mark each day for 16 days. As you hear the story, examine the

story, respond to the story, and live the story. If you been following along with the series,
we’ll finish reading Mark on Tuesday.

- Read the entire book of Mark in one sitting.

RESOURCES FOR FURTHER STUDY
BibleProject video How to Read: https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/how-to-read-gospel/
Read Scripture video on Mark: https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/mark/
Theme video on gospel and kingdom: https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/gospel-kingdom/
Word study video on the gospel: https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/euangelion-gospel/

Four-Part podcast series Bible Project on the meaning of gospel:
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/what-does-word-gospel-mean/

Blog: Four tips for reading the Gospels https://bibleproject.com/blog/tips-reading-gospel
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