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HEAR THE STORY | EXAMINE THE STORY | RESPOND TO THE STORY | LIVE THE STORY

HEAR THE STORY | Mark 1:1-15
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God...

EXAMINE THE STORY | What is the gospel?
The Gospels

- Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are theological biographies about Jesus focused on his
life, teachings, death, burial, and resurrection.

- Four different accounts of one gospel story; thus, they have been traditionally called
“The Gospel according to ...”

The Gospel According to Mark
- Tradition accepts that John Mark is the author (Acts 12:12; 13:13; 15:37-39; Col 4:10;

Phlm 24; 1 Pet 5:13).
- Mark wrote this Gospel from eyewitness accounts he received from the apostle Peter.
- Eusebius, a third-century church historian, acknowledged this relationship between Mark

and Peter in Church History 3.39.14-16:
And the Elder [John] used to say this: Mark became Peter’s interpreter
and wrote accurately all that he remembered the Lord has said and done,
though he did not write these things down in order. For Mark himself
neither heard nor followed the Lord but later on followed Peter. And Peter
taught the Lord’s sayings in an episodic form but not in an orderly
fashion...and so Mark did nothing wrong when he wrote out single points
to be remembered.

- Mark is the shortest Gospel. The narrative of Mark starts abruptly and races at
breakneck speed.

- Mark is traditionally understood to be the earliest Gospel written in the late 50s AD. Both
Matthew and Luke borrow much from Mark.

The gospel
- The Greek word euangelion means” the good news” or “the good announcement.
- The Greco-Roman context of the Gospels provided a similar wording to the opening line

in Mark 1:1. The following inscription dates from 9 BC marking the birthday of Caesar
Augustus, who reigned from 27 BC - 14 AD.

The providence which has ordered the whole of our life, showing concern
and zeal, has ordained the most perfect consummation for human life by
giving it Augustus, by filling him with virtue for doing the work of a
benefactor among men, and by sending in him, as it were, a savior for us



and those who come after us, to make war cease, to create order
everywhere…; the birthday of the god [Augustus] was the beginning for the
world of the good news [euangelion] that has come to men through him.

- The gospel announcement in the ancient world was a royal proclamation.
- According to the New Testament writers, the gospel is the saving story of Jesus

completing the story of Israel (see Romans 1:1-4 and 1 Corinthians 15:1-28).

BIG IDEA
The gospel is Jesus is King. This message changes everything and has the power to bring new
life and peace to everyone.

RESPOND TO THE STORY
John the Baptizer’s response: “After me comes one who is mighter than I…
God’s response: “This is my beloved son; with you I am well pleased.”
Jesus calls everyone to respond, “Repent and believe in the gospel.”

- Repentance is a change of mind that changes the direction of life.  Jesus is calling us to
radically reorient our lives around the truth that Jesus is King.

LIVE THE STORY
How does living under King Jesus change everything?

BEYOND SUNDAY
- Read one chapter of Mark each day for 16 days. As you hear the story, examine the

story, respond to the story, and live the story.
- Read the entire book of Mark in one sitting.
- Join the Mark reading group on Thursday Nov. 11 | 18 at 6:30 pm at the church building.

This Group will discuss the Gospel as we read one chapter a day.

RESOURCES FOR FURTHER STUDY
Vidoes from BibleProject:
Read Scripture Video on Mark: https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/mark/
Theme video on gospel and kingdom: https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/gospel-kingdom/
Word study video on the gospel: https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/euangelion-gospel/

Podcast from BibleProject
Four Part seriesson the meaning of gospel (Episodes 37-40):
https://bibleproject.com/podcast/what-does-word-gospel-mean/

Book: The King Jesus Gospel by Scot McKnight
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