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What is a Biblical Feast?

Leviticus 23:1-2 - The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the people of Israel and
say to them, These are the appointed feasts (mo’ed) of the LORD that you shall proclaim as
holy (qodesh) convocations (miqra’); they are my appointed feasts (mo’ed).

“Mo’ed” - Feast - Assembly
“Qodesh” - Set Apart, Sacred, Separateness
“Miqra’” - Assembly, a calling together

A Biblical Feast was a Sacred Assembly meant to “Call To Mind” important values for the
Nation.

The Passover - “Pesach”

The Spring Feasts (The Passover Meal, The Feast of Unleavened Bread, and The Feast of
Firstfruits) were all celebrations centered around the Exodus from Egypt and the Birth of the
Nation.

The Birth of the Nation
● They entered Egypt as Hebrews, They left Egypt as Israelites.  Passover was

their Independence Day.
● The Exodus was no small event… it was THE event for the people.

○ It connected them to Yahweh.  They mattered to God.
○ God fought for them
○ God avenged them
○ God made them a people… a nation.

● The Meal was an experiential connection to the pain of bondage and the joy of
freedom.

The Passover Meal centered around 4 cups of wine.

Exodus 6:6-7 - “Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you
out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them,
and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment.  I will
take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the Lord
your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians.”



● The Cup of Sanctification - “I will bring you out...”
● The Cup of Deliverance - “I will deliver you from bondage…”
● The Cup of Redemption - “I will redeem you…”
● The Cup of Praise - “I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God”

The Cup of Sanctification - “I will bring you out…”
● Sanctification means Holy.  (Set apart)
● God demonstrates the “set apartness” of his people in the plagues.

*This is a statement of value… -I am choosing you. (John 15:16)
-That choice has implications.

● He Loves us
● He desires us
● He values us
● He will fight for us
● We should do the same.

The Cup of Deliverance - “I will deliver you…”
*The value of deliverance is only understood if you’ve experienced bondage.

*Most Christians today don’t have a context of bondage….
-try going without coffee, sugar, breads…
-Romans 7 - What a wretched man I am.  Romans 8:1-2

*The second cup was not only a recognition of God’s choosing, but God’s action
*This is not your work… this is God’s.  He is the deliverer.

The Cup of Redemption - “I will redeem you…”
● “Go-el” - Kinsman Redeemer - in the Hebrew Bible and the rabbinical tradition, is a

person who, as the nearest relative of another, is charged with the duty of restoring the
rights of another and avenging his wrongs. One duty of the goel was to redeem
(purchase back) a relative who had been sold into slavery. Another was to avenge the
death of a relative who had been wrongly killed.

● God was Israel's nearest Kinsman… He was their father, they were his children.
● God promised to “purchase them back”
● God promised to “avenge their death”
● In was in Jesus that mankind was purchased and avenged!

The Cup of Praise - “I will take you to be my people… I will be your God.”
*We are no longer dead.
*We are no longer slaves.
*We are no longer orphans.

*We are made alive in Christ - Ephesians 2:4-5
*We have been set free - Galatians 4:4-7
*We are his Children - Galatians 4:4-7


