
Message 3 - Church Politics and the Hunger for Spiritual Prominence - Acts 5 - 8

Politics (from Greek: Πολιτικά, politiká, 'a�airs of the cities') - the set of activities that are associated with
making decisions in groups, or other forms of power relations among individuals, such as the distribution of resources
or status.”

“Every Church Has Politics… even the First Church had Church Politics.”

Our Assumptions about Ananius and Sapphira:
-probably not even true believers
-relatively new to the Church scene
-probably caught up by the attention these “new believers” were getting and wanted to get in on the action.

A Confusing Verse and Its Implications

Acts 5:11-14 - 11“And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things. 12
Now many signs and wonders were regularly done among the people by the hands of the apostles. And they were all
together in Solomon’s Portico. 13 None of the rest dared join them, but the people held them in high esteem. 14 And
more than ever believers were added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women…”

Who are “none of the rest” and the “them” that they didn’t dare join?

Implications of Ananius and Sapphira being part of the 120…

● Would have almost surely been personal witnesses to Jesus and His ministry.
● Would have witnessed the Death, Burial, and Resurrection of Christ.
● Would have seen Jesus alive after his death (been present in the upper room)
● Would have received the Holy Spirit when Jesus breathed on those he appeared to in John 20.
● Would have witnessed the great commission and the ascension of Christ.
● Would have been a part of the regular gatherings in the upper room between the ascension and

pentecost.



● Would have been one of those who was baptized by the Holy Spirit and whom God used to proclaim
His mighty deeds to the crowd on Pentecost.

● Would have been a part of the core group of disciples who were the key leaders in the early Church.

The Reason Church Politics Gets Complicated is because Many see Leadership as a pathway toward personal
validation and the discovery of importance and purpose.

Ananius and Sapphira ultimately attempted to use Christ’s Kingdom to establish Glory for themselves.

Chapter 5-8 are filled with stories of how far people will go to achieve personal and political power… even in the
Church.

1. God will be Zealous for His Church. -

2. It is not wrong to desire Leadership roles… but it must come with a call, maturity and integrity.
1 Timothy 3:1-7 -

3. This is not our Church… This is His Church.


