
Sermon Series: Psalms of Thanks (Week 2) 
Title: Psalm 106 - Why We Thank 
Date: November 17, 2019 
  
John Calvin in the preface to his Commentary on the Psalms:  

The other parts of Scripture contain the commandments which God enjoined his servants to 
announce to us. But here the prophets themselves, seeing they are exhibited to us as speaking 
to God, and laying open all their inmost thoughts and affections, call, or rather draw, each of us 
to the examination of himself in particulars in order that none of the many infirmities to which we 
are subject, and of the many vices with which we abound, may remain concealed. It is certainly a 
rare and singular advantage, when all lurking places are discovered, and the heart is brought into 
the light, purged from that most baneful infection, hypocrisy. 
 

5 Movements of Psalm 106 
1. Praise the Lord (106:1-3) 
2. Communal Confession (106:4-6)  
3. Historical Sin (106:7-43) 
4. The Lord’s Faithful Love (106:44-46)  
5. Cry for Salvation (106:47-48) 

 
Praise the Lord (106:1-3) 

Give thanks to the Lord for two attributes 
1. His goodness - God’s goodness is conveyed through to his generosity (Matt. 7:11) 
2. His steadfast love endures forever - The hebrew word for love in this very is chesed, which 

could be translated translated many different ways into English: love, steadfast love, loving 
kindness, loyal love, devotion, mercy, covenantal faithfulness. 

 
Communal Confession (106:4-6) 

“We have sinned…”  The Psalm personally and corporately identifies with the sins of Israel. 
 

Historical Sin (106:7-43) 
- Psalm 106 references 8 distinguishable sins by the people of Israel over 3 periods of time. 
- Paul speaks of the nature of sin in Romans 1:18-25: For although they knew God, they did 

not honor him as God or give thanks to him...they exchanged the truth about God for a lie... 
 
 



 
1. Rebellion (105:6-12) - in Egypt  

OT References: Exodus 14:10-14; 15-17 
Lie: God can’t save us from our current situation.  

2. Discontent (105:13-15) - in the desert  
OT References: Exodus 16; Numbers 11 
Lie: God will not provide what we need.  What God has provided is not enough.  

3. Jealousy (105:16-18) - in the desert  
OT References: Numbers 16 
Lie: God cares about other people more than he does me.  

4. Idolatry (105:19-23) - in the desert 
OT References: Exodus 32 
Lie: God is distant and unconcerned.   

5. Unbelief (105:24-27) - in the desert 
OT References: Numbers 13-14 
Lie: God is not powerful enough to help us overcome big and threatening obstacles.   

6. Apostasy  (105:28-31) - in the desert 
OT References: Numbers 25 
Lie: God’s way of life is not satisfying.   

7. Insurrection (105:32-33) - in the desert 
OT References: Numbers 20 
Lie: God is still not enough.  

8. Accommodation (105:34-39) - in the Promised Land 
OT References: Exodus 34:11-14; Numbers 33:50-56; 2 Kings 16:3; Jeremiah 7:30-31 
Lie: God’s word doesn’t need to be fully obeyed.  

 

These stories can be distilled to teach us about sin:  
1. Sin begins with a lie believed to be true. 
2. The effects of sin are far reaching.  
3. Dramatic action must be taken to remedy sin.  

 
God’s faithful love endures our unfaithful love.  “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthans 15:57). 
 


