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“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.”

Matthew 2:1–4

I. While Immanuel is GOOD NEWS for everyone, Immanuel is not GOOD
NEWS for everyone.

Immanuel was GOOD NEWS to two kinds of people:

● Immanuel was GOOD NEWS to those who understood their GREAT NEED.
○ Those who were harassed, oppressed and helpless
○ Matthew 9:35-36.

● Immanuel was GOOD NEWS to those who were waiting and watching for the coming
KING.

○ Those who were longing for his appearing…
○ 2 Timothy 4:8 - “... all those who loved his appearing.”

II. Some saw Immanuel as a threat to THEIR THRONE.

● Herod saw Immanuel as a rival to his Rule.
○ Immanuel could cause him to lose hold on his earthly prominence.
○ He would have to surrender to someone with GREATER AUTHORITY.

● The Pharisees saw Immanuel as a rival to their control and influence.
○ They enjoyed the influence and importance they had because of their position.
○ Their prominence was more important than a TRUE KING coming to the throne.

Could it be that King Herod and the Pharisees understood the implications
of this “New Born King” more clearly than even we do?



III. Immanuel didn’t come to make your throne more happy, more
comfortable, or more prosperous.  Jesus came to return your throne to its
rightful owner.

● Luke 9:23 - And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and
take up his cross daily and follow me.”

● Galatians 2:20 - I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in
me.  The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave
Himself for me.”

● Philippians 2:6-11 -”…who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being
born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has
highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.


