
To our Harvest Springs Church Body,

Earlier today we were made aware of the election of our Lead Pastor, Cory Engel, to the role of 
Conference Superintendent of the Western Conference of Churches within our Denomination. 
We wanted to communicate with our Church body about what this means for our Church moving 
forward.

First, Pastor Cory is not leaving Harvest Springs. While this position will expand the scope 
of Pastor Cory’s leadership influence, he will still be functioning as the Lead Pastor of Harvest 
Springs.  Being aware of this coming election and the possibility of Cory being selected to 
oversee and provide leadership to our group of Conference Churches, our Board has been 
working through contingency plans to ensure Harvest Springs can maintain a clear and focused 
leadership structure, while also being willing to support our Conference Churches through 
Pastor Cory’s leadership.  We believe that with some refinement to the scope of his role, and 
some re-allocation of some of our staff resources, that Cory can effectively fill both roles as God 
has called.  We anticipate that for most of our Church, we won’t notice much difference.

Second, we have great confidence in our staff.  While we love Pastor Cory, we also know that 
God has also blessed our Church with a team of Godly, passionate, and qualified Pastors who 
have tremendous capacity to lead.  Because we have such a fantastic team of Pastors, we have 
confidence in giving Pastor Cory the freedom to fulfill this expanded leadership role.  As we 
already do, our Elders will be regularly evaluating our staff functioning and effectiveness, and are 
committed to make the necessary adjustments to maintain our Church health and effective 
structures.

Third, we invite your prayers as we work through this time of transition.  We believe that 
God has our very best days ahead of us as a Church, and we also believe that God is giving us 
an opportunity to invest and expand our influence to an even greater swath of God’s Kingdom 
as we serve our Conference Churches in this way.  Pastor Cory will officially step into this 
position in January.  Please pray that God expands his capacity as well as that of our staff and 
board as we work together to lead our Church.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns along the journey, please feel free to contact 
any of our Elders during this time.

May God Lead Us Forward!
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