


Born is the of IsraelKING

“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the 
Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments and 
statutes of the Lord, which I am commanding you today for your good? Behold, 
to the Lord your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with 
all that is in it. Yet the Lord set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their 
offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day.”
            Deuteronomy 10:12-15

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity
    and passing over transgression
    for the remnant of his inheritance?
He does not retain his anger forever,
    because he delights in steadfast love.
He will again have compassion on us;
    he will tread our iniquities underfoot.
You will cast all our sins
    into the depths of the sea.
You will show faithfulness to Jacob
    and steadfast love to Abraham,
as you have sworn to our fathers
    from the days of old.
             Micah 7:18-20

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things pres-
ent nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.
                         Romans 8:37-39

When I think of all this, I fall to my knees and pray to the 
Father, the Creator of everything in heaven and on earth. 
I pray that from his glorious, unlimited resources he will 
empower you with inner strength through his Spirit.

Advent  Week 4 :  Love



Then Christ will make his home in your hearts as you trust in him. Your roots 
will grow down into God’s love and keep you strong. And may you have the pow-
er to understand, as all God’s people should, how wide, how long, how high, and 
how deep his love is. May you experience the love of Christ, though it is too great 
to understand fully. Then you will be made complete with all the fullness of life 
and power that comes from God. Now all glory to God, who is able, through his 
mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we might 
ask or think. Glory to him in the church and in Christ Jesus through all genera-
tions forever and ever! Amen.
                     Ephesians 3:14-21

Our culture has distorted love into an emotion. Love is a verb. Love is not just 
a warm feeling of affection, but rather love is an action without expecting any-
thing in return. God is love. God showed how much he loved us by sending his 
one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him. 
This is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son 
as a sacrifice to take away our sins (1 John 4:9-10). God’s love is constant and loyal 
to those he loves. This steadfast love of God was the action of God toward every 
generation leading up to Jesus. The full extent of God’s love is only known in the 
coming of Jesus, born in Bethlehem. 



Sunday,  December  20

In the bleak mid-winter
Frosty wind made moan;
Ear th stood hard as  iron,
Water  l ike  a  stone ;
Snow had fal len ,  snow on snow,
Snow on snow,
In the  bleak mid-winter
Long ago.

Our God,  heaven cannot  hold  Him
Nor ear th sustain ,
Heaven and ear th shal l  f lee  away
When He comes to  reign:
In  the  bleak mid-winter
A stable -place  suff iced
The Lord God Almighty —
Jesus Christ .

Enough for  Him,  whom cherubim
Worship night  and day,
A breastful  of  milk
And a  mangerful  of  hay ;
Enough for  Him,  whom Angels
Fal l  dow n before ,
The ox and ass  and camel
Which adore.

Angels  and Archangels
May have gathered there ,
Cherubim and seraphim
Thronged the air ;
But  only  His  Mother
In her  maiden bl iss
Worshipped the Beloved
With a  kiss .

Hy m n :  I n  t h e  B lea k  M i dw i n te r 7

Reflect  today by reading the ly rics  to  the  hy mn and pray ing the 
prayer  below.

“In the Bleak Midwinter”  is  a  Christmas carol  based on a  poem by the Engl ish 
poet  Christ ina Rossett i .  The poem was published under  the  t it le  “A Christ-
mas Carol”  in  January 1872 .
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What can I  g ive  Him,
Poor  as  I  am? —
If  I  were  a  Shepherd
I  would bring a  lamb;
If  I  were  a  Wise  Man
I  would do my par t ,  —
Yet  what  I  can I  g ive  Him,  —
Give my hear t .

Fo u r t h  Su n d ay  o f  Adve n t  P raye r  8

 From The Book of  Common Prayer,  According to  the  Use of 
the  Episcopal  Church,  2007. 
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Purify  our  conscience ,  Almighty God,  by your  dai ly  vis itation, 
that  your  Son Jesus  Christ ,  at  his  coming,  may f ind in  us  a  man -
sion prepared for  himself ;  who l ives  and reigns  with you,  in  the 
unity  of  the  Holy  Spir it ,  one God,  now and forever.  Amen.



Monday,  December  21

Except  for  crying,  newborn babies  struggle  to  display emotions . 
They might  need to  be  held ,  they might  be  t ired or  hungry,  or 
maybe they don’t  know what  they need!  The only  thing babies 
know to  do is  to  cry,  so  they do it  a  lot !  But  what  inexpl icable 
joy it  is  when they are  a  few months old  and begin to  smile  and 
giggle .  The whole  world  stops ,  and you can’t  help  but  join  in  with 
their  infectious  smiles  and baby sounds.  Their  joy  l ights  up the 
room,  and they can’t  jump,  but  it  makes  you want  to!  John,  the 
unborn baby in  El izabeth’s  womb,  must  have felt  this  same joy 
when encountering his  Savior  for  the  f irst  t ime.  In  the  womb, 
John embodied that  pure ,  unabashed joy of  a  l i tt le  baby making 
the world  stand st i l l  for  a  moment.

Everyone knew El izabeth was barren.  Her  womb was bleak and 
l i feless .  Yet ,  barrenness  was not  the  end of  her  story.  An angel 
comes to  her  husband,  Zechariah,  and tel ls  him El izabeth wil l 
g ive  him a  son.  God breathed l i fe  into  El izabeth’s  old  and barren 
womb.  El izabeth wasn’t  the  only  one with an unexpected preg-
nancy.  After  Mary gets  s imilar  news from Gabriel  of  the  baby 
growing inside  her,  she  hurries  to  vis it  El izabeth.  Mary desper -
ately  seeks  to  understand this  growing phenomenon and perhaps 
just  needed to  see  El izabeth’s  growing bel ly.  Gabriel  had men-
t ioned that  although everyone knew El izabeth couldn’t  have chi l -
dren,  she  is  now already in  her  s ixth month.  When Mary greets 
El izabeth,  baby John recognizes  his  Sav ior  and somersaults  for 
joy!  No longer  is  El izabeth’s  womb l ifeless ;  now it  is  overflowing 
with joy!

The state  of  barrenness  is  not  something we al -
low our  minds to  dwell  on ,  yet  i t  is  a  state  that 
we often f ind ourselves  throughout  l i fe .

Ju m p i n g  fo r  Joy !
By Liz  Stambaugh 

Scripture Reading : Luke 1:39-45



We often use  the  word barren to  describe  a  woman who cannot 
have chi ldren or  a  f ie ld  that  does  not  produce crops ,  but  it  can 
also  be  a  state  of  our  hear ts .  Our  hear ts  can be  barren and void 
of  l i fe .  We often aimlessly  search for  any thing to  bring us  joy in 
l i fe ,  such as  retai l  therapy,  self-medication through substances , 
or  relat ionships .  If  we seek real  joy  in  other  l i fe less  things ,  even 
good things ,  we wil l  be  disappointed.  Only  in  God,  the  l i fe - giver, 
do  we f ind real  joy. 

I  have had the joy of  giving bir th to  three  chi ldren,  but  I  have 
days  that  I  am barren.  At  the  end of  many days ,  I  have been look-
ing to  my chi ldren to  bring joy to  my hear t .   F ighting,  bad behav-
ior,  and the sheer  amount of  work needed to  take care  of  their 
needs  leave me disappointed at  the  end of  the  day.  I  need to  f ind 
l i fe  in  the  only  One who can give  me l i fe .  I  often feel  barren be -
cause  I  am looking horizontal ly,  but  I ’m learning to  look ver ti -
cal ly  to  a  God who is  g iving l i fe  to  the  barren places  in  my hear t .   

In  Luke 1 :31 ,  the  angel  Gabriel  came to  Mary to  announce the 
coming baby Jesus ,  her  ow n chi ld .  Mary was confused.  How could 
this  happen? The l i fe - giver  was breathing l i fe  into  Mary ’s  womb. 
Gabriel  goes  on to  reveal  that  even El izabeth has  become preg-
nant  in  her  old  age!  In  Luke 1 :36 ,  Gabriel  explains ,  “People  used to 
say she was barren,  but  she has  conceived a  son and is  now in  her 
s ixth month. ”  I  pray that  the  same is  true in  our  hear ts .  May it  be 
said  of  us  that  we were  once barren,  but  now God has  breathed 
l i fe  into  our  hear ts .  Once,  we were  barren and l i feless ,  but  the 
l i fe - giver  has  brought  us  to  l i fe  and f i l led  our  hear ts  with that 
pure  unabashed joy. 

Reflection & Prayer

Proverbs  4 :23  says ,  “Guard your  hear t  above al l  e lse ,  for  i t  deter -
mines  the  course  of  your  l i fe . ”  Take some t ime to  examine the 
state  of  your  hear t .  Is  your  hear t  barren? Are  you exhausted 
from searching for  l i fe  in  other  things  other 
than God,  the  l i fe - giver?  Why are  you search-
ing for  l i fe  and joy outside  of  God? Ask God,  the 
l i fe - giver,  to  transform your  barren hear t  into  a 
hear t  that  f lourishes  through his  Spir it .



Tuesday,  December  22

“My soul  magnif ies  the  Lord ,  and my spir it  re joices  in  God my 
Savior…”

My youngest  chi ld  went  through a  phase  where  he  carried a  mag-
nifying glass  around with him wherever  he  went .  It  was  a  toy 
made of  plastic ,  but  the  world  looked fascinating through that 
magnifying glass  to  him.  He would use  it  to  look closely  at  a 
blade of  grass  or  examine the cat’s  fur,  and his  young mind would 
work to  make sense  of  every thing he  was seeing. 

When Mary says ,  “my soul  magnif ies  the  Lord. ”  I  know she isn’t 
actual ly  picturing her  soul  as  a  magnify ing glass ,  but  this  was 
the  image that  f irst  popped into  my head when reading her  song. 
The word magnify  here  refers  to  something being held  in  great 
esteem or  respect ,  or  to  increase  in  s ignif icance,  to  be  extol led . 
Mary ’s  response to  the  news that  she would be  the  bearer  of  the 
Savior  of  the  world  was not  to  focus  on herself  or  the  posit ion 
in  which she had been placed.  Instead,  Mary immediately  exalts 
and praises  the  Lord for  bringing about  the  salvation promised 
so  long ago. 

Mary was a  young,  Jewish gir l ,  and we can assume that  she grew 
up hearing the  stories  of  the  Torah (our  Old Testament)  and the 
covenants ,  or  promises  God had made with her  people .  Begin-
ning with Abraham,  God promised to  bless  every nation through 
his  family,  and every generation afterward must  have anticipat-
ed the  very event  that  Mary had now been made par t  of ,  the 
chi ld  that  she was carrying in  her  womb.  But  rather  than hav ing 
an over - inflated sense  of  self ,  Mary exalts  the 
name of  God,  speaking only  of  her  humble  posi -
t ion as  his  servant  or  s lave.

M a r y ’s  S o n g  o f  P ra i s e :  T h e  M a g n i f icat
By Sarah Gal lardo

Scripture Reading :  Luke 1:46-56



She recognizes  that  God’s  work through the chi ld  she carries  has 
nothing to  do with her  merit  or  abi l it ies .  How often do I  s l ip  into 
a  mindset  that  places  myself  as  the  most  impor tant  player  in  the 
work God intends to  do?  I  have no merits  to  recommend myself 
to  God,  yet  he  chooses  to  use  me,  and every one of  his  surren -
dered fol lowers ,  to  accomplish his  plans  for  the  world .   

In  verse  50,  Mary also  speaks  of  God’s  mercy that  lasts  for  gen -
erations ,  “And his  mercy is  for  those  who fear  him from genera-
t ion to  generation. ”  This  word mercy has  a  deeper  meaning than 
we may understand on the surface.  The word that  Mary uses  con-
nects  back to  a  Hebrew word:  hesed.  The f irst  place  that  word 
is  used in  the  Bible  is  when God is  describing his  character  to 
Moses  in  Exodus 34 :6 ,  “The Lord ,  the  Lord ,  a  God merciful  and 
gracious ,  s low to  anger,  and abounding in  steadfast  love  {hesed} 
and faithfulness . ”  God’s  hesed implies  love  and mercy and kind-
ness ,  and also  the  concept  of  steadfastness ,  something that  can 
be  counted on and wil l  never  fai l .  At  this  moment in  t ime,  Mary 
knows better  than any other  human on ear th the true depth of 
God’s  hesed.  God himself  has  taken on human form,  made him-
self  weak and v ulnerable ,  in  order  to  restore  the  relat ionship 
between God and man,  to  bring his  kingdom dow n to  ear th.  The 
promise  of  a  Savior  that  has  been an undercurrent  through the 
entire  Bibl ical  narrative  is  now fulf i l led .  She wil l  bear  that  Sav-
ior.  No wonder  she responds with a  song of  praise ,  magnify ing 
the God of  Abraham,  the  Promise  Keeper,  the  One who abounds 
in  loyal  love. 

Reflection & Prayer

Today as  we ref lect  on Mary ’s  words  of  praise  to  God,  may we 
f ind ways to  magnify  Him in  our  ow n l ives  each and every mo-
ment .  How can I  become a  transparent  magnify ing glass  that 
makes  God seem larger  than l i fe  to  al l  those  who see  me? How 
can I  make His  name great  and glorif ied  in  every thing I  do? 
Pray something l ike  this :  God,  g ive  me the 
strength to  surrender  every area  of  my l i fe  to 
You,  so  that  I  may magnify  and ref lect  Your  im-
age to  a  hur ting and broken world  in  need of  a 
Savior. 



Wednesday,  December  23

As we stand on the threshold of  Christmas ,  I ’m reminded of  my 
need for  a  savior.  And,  I ’m thankful  that  Jesus  came to  unlock 
my prison doors  and set  me free .  It ’s  a  truth that  has  already 
happened in  my l i fe  because Jesus  did  come,  and he  did  save.  In 
our  reading today,  Zechariah’s  eyes  were  open to  the  truth that 
salvation was on the doorstep of  his  generation.
 
These  verses  in  Luke record the Benedictus  or  Song of  Zechariah, 
a  song of  thanksgiving to  God for  bringing about  the  promise  of 
his  son,  John the Baptist ,  and the coming Messiah.  He was in  awe 
with wonder  because not  only  was God bringing salvation to  the 
world ,  but  God was also  going to  use  Zechariah’s  son to  prepare 
the  way for  a  whole  generation of  bel ievers .
 
The f irst  par t  of  his  song star ts  with the phrase  “…he has  raised 
up a  horn of  salvation for  us…”  The horn was a  sy mbol  of  power, 
and so  when Christ  was  born,  he  brought  the  horn of  salvation 
to  the  ear th.  It  s ignif ied the  power of  his  del iverance to  al l  of 
humanity.  It  was  a  mighty del iverance that  only  the  very Son of 
God could bring to  us .  However,  i t  wasn’t  a  del iverance from an 
oppressive  regime in  the  vain of  Roman rule ,  but  rather  one that 
would al low them to  “…serve him without  fear,  in  hol iness  and 
justice  for  al l  days . ”  (Luke 1 :74-75)

The second par t  of  Zechariah’s  song addresses  his  son,  who would 
be  a  key f igure  in  leading people  to  Christ .  Isaiah 40 :3  foretold 
about  the  role  of  John:  
 
“A  voice  of  one cal l ing :
In  the  wilderness  prepare
    the  way for  the  Lord ;
make straight  in  the  deser t
    a  highway for  our  God. ”

Ze c h a r i a h’s  S o n g
By Joe Addy  

Scripture Reading : Luke 1:68-79



Zechariah was celebrating the  fact  that  his  son,  John the Bap -
t ist ,  would help  to  usher  in  the  way of  salvation,  which was Je -
sus .  John’s  message would prepare  the  people  for  the  day when 
we could al l  serve  Jesus  without  fear,  in  hol iness  for  al l  of  our 
days .  So,  i t  is  a  powerful  message to  us ,  as  we anticipate  the  com-
ing king at  Christmas.  May we seek to  l ive  our  l ives  in  reverent 
fear  and hol iness  before  him.  But ,  even more so,  we await  His 
ult imate  arrival  at  the  end of  days  when Jesus  wil l  free  us  from 
al l  pain ,  suffering,  tears ,  and a  sense  of  loss  for  those  that  have 
gone on before  us .
 
As  I  think back on my ow n redemption story,  I  see  how God 
placed many people  in  my path that  helped prepare  my way to 
God.  My parents  were  pivotal  in  that  journey as  they taught  me 
to  love and respect  the  God who laid  dow n his  l i fe  for  me.  There 
were  mentors  and fr iends in  col lege  that  served to  sol idify  my 
thoughts  and actions  towards  God as  the  great  redeemer of  my 
broken soul .  Many served as  an example  of  the  l i fe  I  did  not  want 
to  l ive .  I  saw many broken homes and l ives  due to  poor  and self-
ish  decis ions  that  ult imately  led  to  despair.  I  d id  not  want  that 
ty pe of  l i fe  for  my family  and me.  So,  in  a  way,  I  had great  ex-
amples  on both s ides  of  the  spectrum.

Reflection & Prayer

As we draw near  to  Christmas Day,  think back in  your  ow n l ife 
to  the  examples  or  voices  God brought  before  you that  helped 
sol idify  your  need for  his  redemption? The experience is  differ -
ent  for  everyone,  and God had one tai lor -made for  you.  That  is 
how much God cares  for  you.  He pursued you and found you and 
showed a  love that  is  as  high as  the  heavens are  above the ear th 
(Psalm 103 : 1 1 ) .  Your  l i fe  is  so  valuable  in  his  s ight .  His  thoughts 
for  you are  so  beautiful  and precious  that  i f  you were  to  count 
them,  they would outnumber the  sands of  the  sea  (Psalm 139 : 17-
18) .



As you ref lect  on Zechariah’s  song,  s ing your  song of  thanksgiv-
ing to  the  Father  that  prepared a  way for  you.  Thank him for 
sending the message or  messenger  to  you,  and let  i t  r ing out  in 
praise  to  your  King today.  And,  as  you think of  others  you know, 
whether  family  members ,  fr iends ,  or  neighbors ,  ask God to  send 
his  tai lored message to  them.  Perhaps the  messenger  might  be 
you.  Someone someday wil l  s ing a  song l ike  Zechariah did  and 
thank God for  preparing their  way to  salvation by sending you. 
 
Here  are  a  few verses  of  thanksgiving that  can help  jumpstar t 
your  song of  thanks to  the  Father  today.
 
“Rejoice  always ,  pray continual ly,  g ive  thanks in  al l  c ircumstanc -
es ;  for  this  is  God’s  wil l  for  you in  Christ  Jesus . ”  1  Thessalonians 
5 : 16 -18
“I  a lways thank my God for  you because of  his  grace  given you in 
Christ  Jesus . ”  1  Corinthians  1 :4
“Do not  be  anxious  about  any thing,  but  in  every s ituation,  by 
prayer  and petit ion ,  with thanksgiving,  present  your  requests  to 
God.  And the peace  of  God,  which transcends al l  understanding, 
wi l l  guard your  hear ts  and your  minds in  Christ  Jesus . ”  Phi l ip -
pians  4 :6 -7
“But  I ,  with shouts  of  grateful  praise ,  wi l l  sacrif ice  to  you.  What 
I  have vowed I  wi l l  make good.  I  wi l l  say,  ‘Salvation comes from 
the Lord. ’ ”  Jonah 2 :9
“Offer  to  God a  sacrif ice  of  thanksgiving,  and perform your  vows 
to  the  Most  High. ”  Psalm 50:14
“The Lord is  my strength and my shield ;  my hear t  trusts  in  him, 
and he  helps  me.  My hear t  leaps  for  joy,  and w i t h  my  s o n g  I  p ra i s e 
h i m . ”  Psalm 28 :7

P raye r :
Jesus ,  we celebrate  as  Zechariah did  over  2 ,000 years  ago and 
s ing a  song of  thanks to  you.  Father  God,  thanks for  giv ing us 
every thing we could ever  imagine in  your  Son,  Jesus .  Thanks 
for  sending a  messenger  into  our  l ives  that  prepared our  way to 
you.  We celebrate  your  kingship in  our  l ives ,  we celebrate  send -
ing your  Son at  Christmas ,  and we celebrate  your  soon return to 
restore  the  whole  ear th back to  perfection.  In  the  name of  Jesus , 
we pray,  amen! !



Thursday,  December  24

Let  us  prepare  the  way for  Jesus ,  just  as  John the Baptist  did .

Repentance is  what  he  preached.
Repentance is  what  he  urged.
Repentance is  what  was necessary to  prepare  the  l ives  of  the 
people  to  receive  Jesus .

 “Prepare  the  way of  the  Lord ,  make His  paths  straight . ” 
 
Isn’t  i t  extraordinary how a  mor tif ied  man draws people?  They 
admire  one whose needs  are  minimal ,  one that  is  the  master  of 
their  ow n appetites ,  one who has  a  deep interior  freedom about 
himself .  John the Baptist ,  with minimal  clothes  and food,  was 
a  magnet .  People  trusted him because clearly,  he  could  not  be 
bought .  John was enfranchised by his  indifference to  the  world ’s 
pleasures . 

Lord ,  show me my chains ,  show me the appetites  I  have that  need 
to  be  mastered ,  the  ones  that  pul l  me in  a  way I  do  not  wish to  go. 
Help  me towards  a  free  hear t  and body to  serve you in  the  way 
John did .  In  Jesus  name,  Amen. 

I  feel  uncomfor table  with John’s  cal l  to  repentance,  but  I  stay 
and l isten ,  acknowledging I  am a  s inner  in  need of  God’s  mercy. 
If  I  cannot  admit  this ,  Advent  is  not  for  me.  God doesn’t  want  me 
to  receive  his  word passively.  Instead,  I  work with God hand in 
hand to  prepare  the  way in  my ow n l ife ,  expectant  and hopeful 
for  the  day we are  together. 

During this  Advent  t ime,  let  us  move towards 
the  realms of  heaven just  as  John did  and just 
as  God is  cal l ing  us .  Let  us  increase  our  love ,  our 
peace ,  our  justice ,  our  dignity,  our  freedom,  and 
God’s  abundance for  His  people .

P r e pa r e  t h e  Way  o f  t h e  L o rd
By Larry Evaro 

Scripture Reading : Matthew 3:1-12



Repentance is  our  f irst  step into  unity  with Jesus  to  bring about 
the  realms of  heaven.  Let  us  not  be  rel igious  but  intently  rela-
t ional .

Reflection & Prayer

Take some t ime to  repent .  Repentance is  the  turning from sin 
and turning to  God.  Name the appetites  and desires  that  pul l  you 
away from God.  Ask God to  forgive  you of  your  s in  and to  purify 
you from al l  unrighteousness .  Take some t ime today to  prepare 
your  hear t  to  receive  Jesus  at  Christmas.  



Friday,  December  25

Noel .  Noel .  Noel .  Noel .  Born is  the  king of  Israel . 

The wait ing is  over.  Christmas is  f inal ly  here!  Growing up,  our 
family  set  up a  nativity  in  our  house.  I ’ l l  a lways remember the 
s imple ,  faceless ,  white  porcelain  f igures  we so  careful ly  un -
w rapped each year  and arranged on the table .  We would set 
up the shepherds  with their  sheep and wise  men with a  camel 
around Mary and Joseph,  who peered into  the  mangar.  
 
Behind the manger  stood an angel ,  the  largest  f igure  in  the  nativ-
ity.  With outstretched wings ,  the  angel  stood majestical ly  over 
the  manger.  While  Jesus  obviously  was the  focus  of  the  scene, 
somehow,  this  angel  a lways captured my attention.  My parents 
continue to  set  up this  same nativity  set  every year.  Last  week, 
my chi ldren and I  Facetimed my parents ,  and my mother  showed 
us  al l  the  Christmas decorations  in  their  house.  She showed us 
the  nativity  scene,  and there  was the  angel .  My f ive -year - old 
daughter  exclaimed,  “ I  love  the  angel ! ”  The nativ ity  scene we set 
up in  our  home in  Great  Fal ls  does  not  have an angel ,  and she 
wants  an angel  to  complete  our  nativity  scene.  The angel  capti -
vated my daughter  just  l ike  it  st i l l  continues  to  captivate  me. 

The angels  play a  vital  role  in  the  Christmas story as  they an-
nounce the good news of  the  bir th of  Jesus  to  unsuspecting shep -
herds .  The appearance of  the  angel  terr if ied  the  shepherds ,  but 
the  angel  reassured them.  “Don’t  be  afraid! ”  Then the angel  pro-
claimed the greatest  news,  “ I  bring you good news that  wil l  br ing 
great  joy  to  al l  people .  The Savior —yes ,  the  Messiah,  the  Lord—
has been born today in  Bethlehem,  the  c ity  of 
David!  Then,  i f  one angel  was  enough to  terrify 
the  shepherds ,  an army of  heaven’s  angels  sud -
denly  f looded the dark night  with heaven’s  l ight 
and heaven’s  songs  of  praise .

B o r n  i s  t h e  K i n g  o f  I s ra e l
By Michael  Stambaugh 

Scripture Reading : Luke 2:1-21



Notice  what  the  f irst  angel ic  messenger  says  about  this  newborn 
king in  Bethlehem in  Luke 2 : 1 1 .  The angel  attr ibutes  three  t it les 
to  Jesus : 

The Savior  -  Jesus  is  the  savior,  the  del iverer,  of  a l l  humanity. 
The newborn king was born to  save people  from their  s in .  Jesus’ 
name l iteral ly  means ,  “ the  Lord saves . ”  Sav ior  is  a  t it le  used of 
God throughout  the  Old Testament (2  Samuel  22 :3 ;  Psalm 17 :7, 
106 :21 ) .  Even Mary in  Luke 1 :47  cal ls  God her  sav ior.  Now,  this 
newborn chi ld  is  identif ied with a  t it le  ty pical ly  reserved for 
God,  the  Lord. 

The Messiah -  This  t it le  Messiah communicates  that  Jesus  is  the 
fulf i l lment  of  Old  Testament prophecies  of  a  future  del iverer 
and savior,  who would rescue his  people  and usher  in  a  t ime of 
prosperity  and blessing.  The Messiah,  the  anointed king of  Is -
rael ,  has  come.  The kings  of  the  nation of  Israel  were  cal led  mes -
siah ,  or  the  anointed one.  God anointed Saul  and Dav id and sub -
sequent  kings  of  Israel  to  rule  the  people .  When we cal l  Jesus  the 
Christ ,  the  t it le  most  often given to  Jesus  in  the  New Testament , 
we are  aff irming that  Jesus  is  the  Messiah promised in  the  Old 
Testament .  Christ  is  not  the  last  name of  Jesus .  Instead,  Christ 
is  a  t it le  for  Jesus  that  captures  al l  that  God sent  Jesus  to  ac -
complish and to  fulf i l l .

The Lord -  The newborn king of  Israel  is  a lso  cal led  the  Lord. 
No other  t it le  so  readi ly  identif ied Jesus  as  being God than this 
t it le .  Only  the  God of  the  Old Testament was cal led  the  Lord ,  or 
Yahweh in  Hebrew.  Yahweh was the  Lord’s  personal  name f irst 
revealed to  Moses  at  the  burning bush (Exodus 3 ) .  Now the angel 
makes  this  announcement that  Jesus  is  Yahweh in  the  f lesh.  

With these  three  t it les :  Savior,  Messiah ,  and Lord ,  the  angel  an-
nounced the greatest  news ever  heard.   God,  in  Jesus  Christ , 
stepped out  of  heaven to  make his  home in  the  messy mangar 
of  humanity.   The king of  Israel  has  been born 
in  Bethlehem.   The wait  is  over.   The king has 
come. 



Reflection and Prayer :

Perhaps you have a  nativity  scene set  up in  your  house.  Find a 
quiet  moment today,  maybe before  everyone is  up in  your  home 
or  after  everyone is  in  bed ,  to  s it  in  front  of  your  nativ ity  scene. 
As  you gaze  into  the  nativity  scene,  ponder  and wonder  what  it 
would have been l ike  to  be  at  that  f irst  nativity  event .  Take some 
t ime to  worship and adore  the  newborn king,  Jesus . 


