


Born is the of IsraelKING

For the Lord comforts Zion;
    he comforts all her waste places
and makes her wilderness like Eden,
    her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
    thanksgiving and the voice of song...
And the ransomed of the Lord shall return
    and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
    they shall obtain gladness and joy,
    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

       Isaiah 51:3, 11

And the angel said to them [the shepherds], “Fear not, for behold, I bring you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people.
       Luke 2:10

When they [the wise men] saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
       Matthew 2:10

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great 
mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are be-
ing guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been 
grieved by various trials, so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more 
precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to 
result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  Though 
you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you be-
lieve in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and 
filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls.
      1 Peter 1:3-9

Advent  Week 3 :  Joy



Joy often eludes us because we tend to mistakenly connect joy with our emo-
tions.  How can we be joyful with everything going on around us in our world?  
Certainly, sighing and sorrow have characterized  2020.  However, biblical joy is 
an attitude adopted by people who believe and trust in the Lord even in the face 
of unimaginable disappointment.  Joy radiates as an outward expression of the 
inner posture of trust despite present difficulties or disappointments.  During 
Advent, we rejoice with great joy at the good news that Jesus has come and will 
come again. Joy enables us to celebrate the victory of Jesus now and anticipate 
the victory of Christ when he returns.  If you are lacking joy this year, ask God 
to give you his joy.  May you receive God’s joy in Jesus Christ and may you be 
full of joy (John 16:24).   



Sunday,  December  13

O come,  O come,  Emmanuel ,
And ransom captive  Israel ,
That  mourns in  lonely  exi le  here ,
Unti l  the  Son of  God appear.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel
Shal l  come to  thee ,  O Israel .

O come,  Thou Rod of  Jesse ,  free
Thine ow n from Satan’s  ty ranny;
From depths  of  hel l  Thy people  save,
And give  them victory o’er  the  grave.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel
Shal l  come to  thee ,  O Israel .

O come,  Thou Dayspring,  from on high,
And cheer  us  by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse  the  gloomy clouds of  night ,
And death’s  dark shadows put  to  f l ight .
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel
Shal l  come to  thee ,  O Israel .

O come,  Thou Key of  David ,  come
And open wide our  heav ’nly  home;
Make safe  the  way that  leads  on high,
And close  the  path to  misery.
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel
Shal l  come to  thee ,  O Israel .

Hy m n :  O  Co m e ,  O  Co m e  E m m a nu e l 5

Reflect  today by reading the ly rics  to  the  hy mn and pray ing the 
prayer  below.

T h i rd  Su n d ay  o f  Adve n t  P raye r 6

Stir  up your  power,  O Lord ,  and with great  might  come among 
us ;  and,  because we are  sorely  hindered by our  s ins ,  let  your 
bountiful  grace  and mercy speedi ly  help  and 
del iver  us ;  through Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ,  to 
whom,  with you and the Holy  Spir it ,  be  hon -
or  and glory,  now and for  ever.  Amen.

Original ly  w ritten in  Latin  during the 8th or  9th century. 
From The Book of  Common Prayer,  According to  the  Use of  the  Episcopal  Church,  2007. 

5

6



Monday,  December  14

Only the  threat  or  the  real ity  of  war  could make 2020 worse  than 
what  it  has  already been.  Healthcare  workers  st i l l  courageously 
batt le  against  a  virus  that  continues  to  lay  s iege  to  people  across 
the  globe.  Our  world  is  at  war  with a  virus . 

The prophet  Isaiah spoke the word of  the  Lord to  King Ahaz in 
the  context  of  impending war.  King Pekah,  the  king of  Israel ,  the 
nor thern kingdom,  has  conspired with Sy ria  to  wage war  against 
King Ahaz ,  the  king of  Judah,  the  southern kingdom of  Judah. 
After  assuring King Ahaz that  King Pekah wil l  not  be  v ictorious , 
the  Lord himself  implores  King Ahaz to  ask for  a  s ign.  King Ahaz 
disregards  the  Lord’s  command,  and instead,  Isaiah revealed a 
s ign to  King Ahaz.  A  virgin  giving bir th to  a  son wil l  be  a  s ign for 
King Ahaz ,  and the Lord promised that  before  this  boy discerns 
good from evi l ,  King Pekah and his  kingdom wil l  be  no more.  Into 
the  midst  of  great  uncer tainty and fear,  the  Lord provided a  s ign , 
a  son,  and a  specif ic  name:  Immanuel .  The Lord promised that 
this  chi ld  would be  a  revelation that  “God is  with us . ” 

Matthew,  the  Gospel  w riter,  connects  this  prophecy in  Isaiah to 
the  bir th of  Jesus  (  Matt  1 :22-23) .  Looking backward through the 
l i fe  of  Jesus ,  we interpret  these  words  in  Isaiah as  words  ult i -
mately  about  Jesus ,  the  coming King.  But  what  does  it  mean that 
Jesus  is  cal led  Immanuel? 

Often we think we have to  do something or  be  good enough to  go 
to  God.  But  the  good news of  Advent  and the good news of  Jesus 
Christ  is  that  God does  not  demand humanity  to  come to  him. 
Instead,  the  word,  Jesus ,  became f lesh and made 
his  dwell ing among us  (John 1 : 14 ) .  God is  ful ly 
present  with broken humanity  through the per -
son of  Jesus .

G o d  i s  w i t h  Us
By Michael  Stambaugh

Scripture Reading: Isaiah 7:10-25 and Psalm 46



As Psalm 46 :7  declares ,  “The Lord of  hosts  is  with us . ”  In  Psalm 
46 ,  this  phrase  occurs  twice ,  and this  phrase  is  the  same Hebrew 
root  word given to  Jesus  as  Immanuel .  God is  with us  through 
the unexpected bir th of  the  King of  Israel ,  the  Messiah Jesus 
Christ .   

Let  this  truth s ink deep into  your  hear t  and mind:  God is  with 
us .  Perhaps you feel  abandoned or  distant  from God because of 
l i fe’s  c ircumstances .  Maybe you view God as  a  distant  old  man 
with a  gray beard and booming voice  who resides  somewhere in 
the  heavens .  God has  not  abandoned you.  God longs  to  make him-
self  know n to  you personal ly.  God is  with us . 

Perhaps you feel  l ike  the  world  is  shaking and drow ning in  the 
t idal  wave of  fear  induced during this  calendar  year.  Maybe 
you’ve  been swept  up in  that  wave of  fear,  and you’re  barely 
treading water.  Take hear t  and be  joyful .  God is  our  refuge and 
strength,  a  very present  help  in  trouble  (Ps  46 : 1 ) .  Choose  today to 
al low your  trust  in  the  Lord of  hosts  who is  with us  to  transform 
your  fear  into  joy.  God is  with us!  May a  weary world  rejoice  at 
the  good news that  Immanuel  has  come. 

Reflection & Prayer

Take some t ime today to  “Be  st i l l  and know that  I  am God (Ps 
46 : 10) . ”  F ind a  quiet  place  to  calm your  mind and hear t  from al l 
the  anxiety  and fears  that  may prevent  you from experiencing 
the presence of  God.  Voice  your  worries  to  God,  and leave those 
fears  with him.  Fear  not ,  for  there  is  good news of  great  joy.  Im-
manuel ,  God with us ,  is  here .  As  you are  st i l l  before  God,  let  the 
truth that  God is  with us  through Jesus  the  Immanuel  wash over 
you.  May God be  a  very present  help  and for tress  to  you today. 



Tuesday,  December  15

Have you ever  walked into  a  bakery that  was in  the  process  of 
baking bread? If  you have,  then you probably  remember the  in -
toxicating smell  that  f i l led  the  place.  It  not  only  f i l led  the  whole 
bakery,  but  it  probably  emanated out  into  the  streets  and sur -
rounding areas .  If  you are  l ike  me,  that  smell  tr iggers  an instant 
sense  of  hunger  and a  desire  for  that  hunger  to  be  met  with a 
warm,  buttery s l ice  of  baked goodness .  

Throughout  history,  bakeries  have been an impor tant  par t  of  the 
community because of  their  essential  role .  Bakeries  prov ide  a 
foundational  par t  of  a  person’s  dai ly  nourishment .  In  almost  ev-
ery culture  in  the  world ,  bread is  an essential  par t  of  l i fe .  It  is 
the  foundation for  adequate  nutrit ion. 

An often overlooked aspect  of  the  Messiah’s  bir th was the  loca-
t ion of  his  arr ival .  In  Micah chapter  5 ,  God promises  that  a  small , 
insignif icant  tow n in  Israel  would be  the  location of  the  bir th-
place  of  the  Messiah,  the  coming ruler  of  the  nation of  Israel . 
That  tow n was named Bethlehem.

The name is  a  conjunction of  two words… “ beth”  which means 
“house”  and “ lechem” which means “ bread. ”  Bethlehem means 
“House of  Bread. ”  In  a  very real  sense ,  this  small  tow n’s  name 
directly  connects  to  the  idea of  a  bakery,  a  place  (house)  where 
people  could  come to  have their  hunger  met  by the bread found 
there.  

So  when God reveals  the  bir thplace  of  the  Messiah as  Bethlehem, 
the  “House of  Bread, ”  God was declaring more 
than just  “where”  the  King would come,  but  he 
was also  declaring the  “why”  the  King would 
come.  The King would come to  be  a  “House of 
Bread”  to  the  nation. 

Ho u s e  o f  B r ea d
By Cory Engel

Scripture Reading : Micah 5:1-5 and John 6:30-40



Humanity has  a  hunger,  a  spir itual  need that  isn’t  just  satisf ied 
by a  loaf  of  bread.  The Messiah,  Jesus  Christ ,  has  come to  meet 
that  need.  When Jesus  declared to  his  disciples ,  “ I  am the bread 
of  l i fe”  (John 6 :35) ,  he  was not  just  making a  statement about 
his  nature ;  he  was also  making a  statement about  his  purpose. 
Christ  was  sent  to  meet  the  depth of  man’s  spir itual  need.  He 
was the  “Bread of  Life”  that  our  souls  were  longing for.

Reflection & Prayer

Take a  moment today to  stop and connect  with your  ow n deep 
spir itual  hunger,  and then thank God for  opening the “House 
of  Bread”  and making the Bread of  Life  avai lable  to  us  in  Jesus 
Christ .



Wednesday,  December  16

Over  the  years  and miles  of  venture ,  nothing has  been as  intrigu -
ing as  the  plains  and prair ies  of  an unknow n land and what  l ies 
beyond,  not  just  in  the  vastness  of  their  land mass  but  in  the 
t ime that  l ies  beyond.  The mind would often wander  to  the  past 
of  wagon trains  and buckboards  of  horse -draw n travel ,  search -
ing for  what  lay  over  the  next  hi l l  or  plateau and val ley.  Even 
now,  travel ing in  modern vehicles  seems l ike  an eternity  as  one 
bounds for  planned destinations .  But  what  about  the  others  as 
they travel?  Do they have the same surety of  their  destination? 
As  we travel  a long the byways of  l i fe ,  do  we real ly  care  i f  they are 
lost  or  not?  If  we have just  past  a  huge catastrophe,  are  we l iable 
to  warn them of  impending dangers?

Watching multitudes  of  episodes  of  the  old  western Gunsmoke, 
there  are  always warnings  of  impending dangers ,  from drunken -
ness  to  barroom brawls ,  robberies ,  or  ki l l ings  for  revenge and 
personal  gain .  Very few of  these  episodes  carried the  scenes  of 
someone sharing the  gospel  or  their  personal  test imony to  reveal 
the  real ization of  a  personal  God or  even a  God at  a l l .

Reflect  back some 2000 years .  Indeed l i fe  was different .  Travel 
was  more primitive ,  not  even buckboard but  maybe some ty pes  of 
car ts .  But  mostly  “ beasts  of  burden”  and horses  or  even by walk-
ing.  Joseph led a  donkey and its  passenger  Mary,  to  the  tow n of 
Bethlehem.  Even the travel  to  vis it  her  relat ive ,  El izabeth,  while 
she also  was expecting a  chi ld .  Travel  hadn’t  changed much,  but 
what  was the  message?

T h e  V i s io n  o f  W h at’s  to  Co m e
By Dwight  Engel

Scripture Reading :  Isaiah 40:1-5 and Matthew 3:1-12



Again fast  forward a  few years .  A  man dressed somewhat  strange -
ly.  Maybe homeless .  Maybe hungry for  a  decent  meal .  The sur -
rounding population is  staring at  him,  talking behind his  back 
or  even more obvious  commenting on Facebook or  Twitter  about 
him.  Sorry,  t ime travels  so  fast ,  but  behavior  and character  tend 
to  stay the same.   John the Baptist  was  such a  man dressed in 
camel  hair  carrying a  bag of  locusts  for  lunch.  What  is  the  pur -
pose  of  this  man? Did he  exist  for  others  to  use  as  an example 
of  what  not  to  be?  What  was the  message of  this ,  what  appeared , 
deranged individual?  What  was al l  this  yel l ing  and conversation 
being spewed at  people  along the way with l i tt le  or  no bias  to 
those  around him? “You brood of  vipers”  (Matthew 3 :7 )?  What 
r ight  did  he  have to  be  tel l ing  others  to  change their  l i festyle , 
and yet  people  are  fol lowing him? Was he  just  a  rel igious  icon, 
or  is  i t  possible  there  might  be  changes  in  the  hear ts  of  those 
l istening?  Was the Spir it  of  God moving among those  gathered 
around as  there  was a  l ine  dow n into the  r iver  to  be  baptized? 
Was he  just  a  unique individual  for  the  mainl ine  church hierar -
chy to  make conversation,  or  did  he  have a  cal l ing  and a  purpose 
to  warn the lost  of  that  which was to  come? The answer to  these 
many questions  posed before  us  is  yes !  The highways and trai ls 
in  l i fe  are  many,  but  the  purpose  is  the  same.  To share  the  mes -
sage of  the  “Truth,  the  way,  and the l i fe” .  That  Jesus  Is  the  only 
way,  and we must  repent  and be  saved.

Reflection & Prayer

At this  t ime of  the  Advent  season,  where  are  you in  your  walk in 
l i fe?  Is  there  a  sense  of  joy  and hope as  we consider  the  return of 
Jesus?  What  is  your  purpose?  What  has  God cal led  you to  do as 
you look at  others  on that  same highway of  l i fe?  Times and cul -
ture  change,  but  the  message stays  the  same.  “For  God so  loved 
the world ,  He gave His  only  Son…”



Thursday,  December  17

O Come,  O Come Emmanuel 
and ransom captive  Israel  
That  mourns in  lonely  exi le  here 
Unti l  the  Son of  God appear.

My favorite  Christmas carol  is  O Come,  O Come Emmanuel .  I ’m 
not  sure  what  it  is  about ,  this  song that  captures  my attention; 
perhaps many things  catch my attention.  First ,  the  dissonance of 
the  minor  key in  which this  carol  is  a lways played echoes  the  dis -
sonance often in  my ow n hear t .  Ty pical ly,  this  carol  is  played in  E 
minor,  and minor  keys  convey a  sense  of  raw emotion that  things 
are  not  yet  r ight  while  at  the  same t ime straining in  antic ipation 
that  one day things  wil l  be  made r ight .  Second,  I ’m enamored 
with the depth of  the  bibl ical  narrative  contained in  the  song’s 
brief  ly rics  that  connect  the  coming of  Jesus  to  the  story of  Is -
rael .  Lastly,  the  refrain  magnif ies  the  song’s  tension as  the  cal l 
to  re joice  is  juxtaposed with the present  exi le  combined with 
the longing for  Emmanuel  to  appear.  For  me,  O Come O Come Em -
manuel  embodies  the  meaning of  Advent . 

During Advent ,  we watch,  and we wait  for  Jesus  Christ  to  come 
again to  make al l  things  new and al l  things  r ight  ( Isaiah 65 : 17  and 
Revelation 21 :5 ) .  At  the  same t ime,  we also  acknowledge the pres -
ent  darkness  and exi le  of  our  world .  Too often,  I  think we focus 
on the darkness  around us  while  ignoring the darkness  within 
us .  Frederick Buechner,  a  twentieth- century Presby terian pas -
tor,  described Advent  as  “an invasion of  hol iness . ”  He w rites ,  “we 
are  in  the  dark ,  and the dark ,  God knows,  is  a lso  in  us .  We watch 
and wait  for  a  hol iness  to  heal  us  and hal low us ,  to  l iberate  us 
from the dark.  Advent  is  l ike  the  hush in  a  theater  just  before 
the  cur tain r ises .  It  is  l ike  the  hazy r ing around 
the winter  moon that  means the  coming of  snow 
which wil l  turn the night  to  s i lver.  Soon.  But  for 
the  t ime being,  our  t ime,  darkness  is  where  we 
are . ” 

Da rk  C lo t h e s  Re p l a ce d  w i t h  t h e  A r m o r  o f  L i g h t 
By Michael  Stambaugh 

Scripture Reading : Isaiah 64:1-12 and Romans 13:11-14



Darkness  and exi le  surround us ,  but  darkness  also  shrouds us . 
Like  the  prophet  Isaiah ,  we long for  God to  r ip  open the heavens 
to  make every thing r ight .  Why is  God not  showing up now as  he 
has  in  the  past  ( Is  64 :3 -4)?  Within Isaiah 64 ,  this  question con-
cludes  that  God is  angry,  and we have s inned.  The people  who 
long for  God to  break out  and rescue them from exi le  in  Babylon 
real ize  that  the  exi le  results  from their  unfaithfulness  to  God. 
Their  s infulness  leads  them to  focus  on God as  Father  ( Is  64 :8 - 9) 
and leads  them to  pray,  “ . . .p lease  don’t  remember our  s ins  for -
ever. ” 

The story of  every person embodies  the  story of  the  nation of 
Israel .  Our  s infulness  leads  to  exi le  from God.  Jesus  has  come 
to  erase  the  separation between God and humanity.  Yet ,  s in  re -
mains .  If  we’re  honest ,  s in  st i l l  entangles  even fol lowers  of  Je -
sus .  Advent  is  an invasion of  the  hol iness  of  God revealed in  Je -
sus  Christ .  A  holy  God cannot  tolerate  s in ,  so  Advent  may become 
a  t ime of  repentance.  

May we exchange our  dark ,  f i l thy clothes  of  s in  for  the  armor of 
God’s  l ight .  When we put  on the armor of  l ight ,  we clothe our -
selves  with the holy  presence of  Jesus  Christ .  As  we repent  of 
our  s in ,  the  hol iness  of  Jesus  becomes an armor of  l ight  against 
the  darkness  of  s in .  Without  hol iness ,  no  one wil l  see  God (He -
brews 14 : 12 ) .  Remember,  the  angel  told  Joseph to  name the son in 
Mary ’s  womb Jesus  because he  wil l  save his  people  from their  s in 
(Matt  1 :21 ) .  God meets  those  who joyful ly  work for  the  good of  his 
r ighteousness  and those  who remember his  ways ( Is  64 :5 ) .  

O  come,  Thou Rod of  Jesse ,  free
Thine ow n from Satan’s  ty ranny;
From depths  of  hel l  Thy people  save,
And give  them victory o’er  the  grave
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel
Shal l  come to  thee ,  O Israel .

Reflection & Prayer
Psalm 139 :23-24  says ,  “Search me,  O God,  and know my hear t !  Try 
me and know my thoughts!  And see  i f  there  be  any grievous way 
in  me,  and lead me in  the  way everlasting! ”  Take 
some t ime to  confess  and turn from the s ins  in 
your  l i fe .  Al low God to  search your  hear t .  Ask 
Jesus  to  take away your  dark ,  f i l thy clothes  of 
s in  and to  clothe you with his  armor of  l ight . 



Friday,  December  18

Is  i t  2021  yet?   I  have heard this  countless  t imes over  the  past 
year.   And if  I  am honest ,  I  have said  it  myself  as  wel l .   We have 
dealt  with a  global  pandemic  l ike  nothing any of  us  have experi -
enced before.   We have seen famil ies  and fr iends become div ided 
over  hot  button issues  such as  racism and pol it ics .   The world  as 
we know it  has  changed before  our  eyes ,  leaving many of  us  feel -
ing  confused and lost .   Who do we fol low?  Where  do we draw the 
l ine?   How do we navigate  this  t ime as  Christ ians?   Al l  questions 
that  I  have heard or  asked myself  throughout  this  trying year.
  
As  I  have ref lected throughout  this  past  year,  I  can’t  help  but 
think about  what  God is  trying to  tel l  us  in  the  midst  of  i t  a l l .   
Throughout  the  past  year,  I  have said  multiple  t imes that  I  can’t 
wait  for  2020 to  be  over.   However,  I  bel ieve  God is  looking at  us , 
as  Christ ians ,  and saying “I  gave you 2020,  what  have you done 
with it?”   We are  facing darker  t imes than we ever  have before , 
but  God doesn’t  cal l  us  to  hide  in  the  dark.   He cal ls  us  to  be 
faithful  to  him even when it  is  hard.  

We see  a  great  example  of  this  in  Joseph in  Matthew 1 : 18 -25.   Now 
you see ,  Joseph is  engaged at  this  t ime to  Mary and f inds  out 
that  she is  pregnant .   I  can only  imagine al l  the  things  running 
through Joseph’s  mind at  this  t ime.   I  am sure  it  would have 
seemed very dark and uncomfor table  for  him.  Joseph decides  he 
wil l  d ivorce  Mary quietly,  and then an angel  appears  to  Joseph 
in  a  dream.  The angel  tel ls  Joseph to  take Mary as  his  wife  and 
that  the  chi ld  inside  her  is  the  work of  God.   Essential ly,  the 
angel  is  te l l ing  Joseph that  even though it  is  a  dark t ime in  his 
l i fe ,  Joseph needs  to  trust  in  God and be  faithful  to  Him.   This 
means swallowing his  pride ,  doing what  is  hard , 
and being the man God has  asked him to  be.   As 
we know,  Joseph is  faithful  to  God’s  request  and 
marries  Mary,  who then gives  bir th to  Jesus . 

Fa i t h f u l
By Joseph Yeis ley 

Scripture Reading : Matthew 1:18-25



So what  can we take from this?   I  bel ieve  this  example  shows that 
when we are  faithful  to  God in  what  he  asks  of  us ,  even when it 
is  hard and the world  around us  seems dark ,  the  Kingdom of  God 
shines  and we are  blessed by it .   As  Jesus  said  in  Matthew 5 : 14-
16 ,  “You are  the  l ight  of  the  world… let  your  l ight  shine before 
others ,  so  that  they may see  your  good works  and give  glory to 
your  Father  who is  in  Heaven. ”   So,  let  your  l ight  shine ,  fol lower 
of  Christ !   Be  faithful  to  what  God has  asked of  you!  Let  God’s 
Kingdom shine during a  dark t ime in  our  World!

Reflection & Prayer

I chal lenge you to  ref lect  on this  past  year.   Have you truly  been 
faithful  to  God and what  he  has  cal led  you to  as  a  fol lower  of 
him?  Have you been a  l ight  in  this  dark t ime that  points  oth -
ers  to  him?  Whether  you answer yes  or  no to  these  questions ,  I 
would encourage you to  pray to  God and spend t ime talking with 
him about  it .   I f  you answered no,  then ask God for  forgiveness 
that  he  so  freely  gives  and to  reveal  to  you what  he  is  cal l ing 
you to  for  the  year  2021 .   I f  you answered yes ,  then give  praise 
to  God for  strengthening your  faith and giv ing you boldness  to 
answer his  cal l .  Then ask him to  reveal  to  you the next  steps  in 
your  faith he  is  cal l ing  you to  in  the  year  2021 .   As  Jesus  said  in 
Matthew 7 :7- 8 ,  “Ask ,  and it  wi l l  be  given to  you;  seek ,  and you wil l 
f ind ;  knock,  and it  wi l l  be  opened to  you.   For  everyone who asks 
receives ,  and the one who seeks  f inds ,  and to  the  one who knocks 
it  wi l l  be  opened. ”   I  pray earnestly  that  each of  you seeks  God 
and his  plans  for  you over  the  year  2021 .   God Bless ! 



Saturday,  December  19

But  the  angel  said  to  him,  “Do not  be  afraid ,  Zechariah,  for  your 
prayer  has  been heard…”
               Luke 1 : 13

What’s  the  one prayer  you’ve  been pray ing for  years  that  has 
gone unanswered? Do you doubt  that  God hears  your  continued 
prayer  because that  prayer  has  gone unanswered? Do you doubt 
that  God wil l  ever  answer your  prayer?

Perhaps Zechariah and El izabeth doubted God would ever  an-
swer  their  prayer  for  a  chi ld .  How many years  had they prayed 
for  a  chi ld?  How many t imes had their  hopes  been dashed with 
the star t  of  another  month? When did  they begin to  doubt  that 
God would answer their  prayer?  And now they knew their  bod -
ies  were  beyond the physical  capacity  to  have a  chi ld .  Were  they 
st i l l  praying for  a  chi ld  even beyond their  chi ldbearing years? 
To them,  the  joy of  parenthood seemed to  be  out  of  reach and 
impossible . 

So  they went  about  their  everyday l i fe  responsibi l it ies ,  a l l  the 
while  feel ing empty and unfulf i l led .  Zechariah served as  a  priest 
at  the  Temple  in  Jerusalem,  while  El izabeth remained at  their 
house outside  Jerusalem.  As  was the  custom,  Zechariah left  his 
home to  serve for  two weeks in  the  Temple ,  performing the tasks 
of  helping worshipers  sacrif ice  and pray at  the  meeting place 
with the Lord.  The lot  chose  Zechariah to  enter  the  Temple  to 
burn incense.  During the routine  of  Zechariah’s  work ,  Gabriel 
interrupted normalcy as  heaven broke into  ear th.  The Lord sent 
an angel ic  messenger  to  Zecheriah to  relay the 
good news that  not  only  had their  prayer  been 
heard ,  but  that  now the Lord was forming a  chi ld 
in  El izabeth’s  barren womb. 

I m p o ss i b le  Joy
By Michael  Stambaugh 

Scripture Reading : Luke 1:5-24



God answered their  prayer,  not  based on what  Zechariah and 
El izabeth could do or  who they were.  Instead,  God answered 
their  prayer  because only  God could answer their  prayer.  Zecha -
r iah and El izabeth were  both r ighteous and blameless  in  their 
walk  with the Lord.  If  they were  so  blameless  and r ighteous ,  why 
did  God take so  long to  answer their  prayer?   Didn’t  their  r igh -
teousness  and continued faithfulness  to  God guarantee  that  God 
would answer their  prayer?  

Wait ing is  diff icult ,  and often the delay in  response creates  dis -
trust  and leads  to  distraction.  But  Zechariah and El izabeth did 
not  let  their  wait ing for  God to  satisfy  their  unmet desire  dis -
tract  them with unfaithfulness .  They trusted and hoped in  the 
Lord despite  his  delay in  answering their  prayer  for  a  chi ld .  The 
Lord eventual ly  did  answer their  prayer  in  his  t ime and in  his 
way,  but  Zechariah st i l l  doubted.  Gabriel  brought  news of  impos -
sible  joy,  and Zechariah could only  focus  on the impossibi l ity  of 
such joyous news.  Zechariah questioned,  “How can I  be  sure  of 
this?  For  I  am old  and El izabeth can’t  have chi ldren. ”  

Zechariah was not  the  f irst  to  ask this  question.  The Lord also 
met  generations  before ,  a  s imilar  couple  who was advanced in 
years  to  heralded news of  impossible  joy  through a  son’s  bir th . 
Abraham and Sarah asked the same question as  Zechariah (Gen-
esis  15 : 1 -21 ;  18 : 1 -15 ) .  The Lord revealed to  both of  these  couples 
that  nothing is  too hard for  the  Lord.  The bir th of  both Isaac  and 
John the Baptism brought  impossible  joy  to  their  aged parents .   

For  what  are  you continual ly  praying?  Or  what  is  the  one thing 
you desire  God to  do in  your  l i fe?  What  do you think is  too hard 
for  God? Zechariah and El izabeth model  for  us  constant  prayer 
even in  the  absence of  an answer.  They bel ieved,  despite  their 
barrenness ,  that  God heard their  prayers .  God’s  long-awaited an-
swer  bir thed in  them a  great  son who had El i jah’s  spir it  and was 
the  forerunner  to  Jesus ,  the  Messiah.   



Reflection and Prayer :

Romans 12 : 12  says ,  “Rejoice  in  hope,  be  patient  in  tr ibulation, 
be  constant  in  prayer. ”   Take some t ime to  meditate  on each of 
those  three  phrases .  How does  hope bring about  joy?  How does 
aff l ict ion and diff iculty  teach you patience?  Is  prayer  constant 
in  your  l i fe?  Pray something l ike  this  today:  “God,  I  trust  you be -
cause  you are  a  God who brings  impossible  joy.  May you f i l l  me 
with joy as  I  wait  for  you in  this  season of  Advent .  Amen.” 


