


Born is the of IsraelKING

I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a 
gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid. 
        John 14:27

Now may the God of peace—
    who brought up from the dead our Lord Jesus,
the great Shepherd of the sheep,
    and ratified an eternal covenant with his blood—
may he equip you with all you need
    for doing his will.
May he produce in you,
    through the power of Jesus Christ,
every good thing that is pleasing to him.
    All glory to him forever and ever! Amen.
       Hebrews 13:20-21

No matter where you look today, peace seems to be in very short supply. Each 
day the headlines reveal political conflict and even conflict about how to pro-
tect ourselves during the pandemic. Conflict disrupts our relationships, and 
millions seek frantically for something—anything—that will give them peace 
of mind and heart amid daily pressures. Advent reminds us that we long for 
peace.

Peace is a very common word in English that means different things to different 
people. It’s also a significant word in the Bible that refers to the absence of war 
or conflict and the presence of something better. The biblical understanding of 
peace implies being in a state of completeness or wholeness. Life is complicated 
and often seems to be collapsing.  We long for healing and wholeness in our lives 
and in the world.

All of us need to hear again those familiar words spoken by the angels to the 
shepherds, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace 
among those with whom he is pleased (Luke 2:14).” 

Advent  Week 2 :  Peace



But are those words true? Can God’s peace become a reality in our lives and in 
our world? Or was the angels’ promise just a hollow, empty hope, an unrealistic 
expectation for life now? Peace is possible—not because humanity has discov-
ered some new scheme or formula for instant peace. Instead, peace is possible 
because the Messiah, the King of Israel, Jesus Christ, broke into the world. It is 
possible because that same King who entered the world on that first Christmas 
wants to enter our lives today, and will one day return to bring ultimate peace.



Sunday,  December  6

Prophets  told  us ,  “Pay attention!  God is  working in  the  land. 
Lo,  the  days  are  surely  coming;  seek the justice  God has 
planned!  Seek the s igns  of  your  redemption;  hear  God’s  word 
and understand!”

Christ ,  you taught  us :  “Pay attention!  Nature’s  s igns  are  sure 
and clear :  When the trees  grow leaves  and blossom,  summer -
t ime is  a lmost  here. ”  So  it  is  in  God’s  good kingdom;  be  aler t ; 
God’s  reign is  near!

As  we welcome your  salvation,  a l l  around we see  distress ;
There  is  trouble  in  the  nations!  There  is  greed and wicked -
ness ;  As  we trust  in  your  redemption,  may we l ive  your  r igh -
teousness .

May we work for  what  you cal l  for ;  may we labor  for  your 
reign.  Famil ies  cry  out  at  the  border ;  chi ldren suffer  grief 
and pain .  May your  church,  committed ,  prayerful ,  work for 
justice  in  your  name.

Christ ,  you taught  us :  “Pay attention!”  So  we humbly serve 
and pray:  May we gladly  l ive  your  kingdom in  a  world  that’s 
gone astray.  May the hope of  our  salvation guide  the  things 
we do and say.

Hy m n :  P r o p h e ts  To l d  Us  “ Pay  Atte n t io n” 3

Reflect  today by reading the ly rics  to  the  hy mn and pray ing the 
prayer  below.

S e co n d  Su n d ay  o f  Adve n t  P raye r 4

Merciful  God,  who sent  your  messengers  the  prophets  to  preach 
repentance and prepare  the  way for  our  salvation:  Give  us  grace 
to  heed their  warnings  and forsake our  s ins , 
that  we may greet  with joy the  coming of  Jesus 
Christ  our  Redeemer ;  who l ives  and reigns  with 
you and the Holy  Spir it ,  one God,  now and for 
ever.  Amen. 

Written in  2018  by Caroly n Winfrey Gi l lette .  Sung to  the  tune of  Angels  from the Realms of  Glory.
From The Book of Common Prayer, According to the Use of the Episcopal Church, 2007.
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Monday,  December  7

I  don’t  know about  you,  but  I  am done with 2020.  I  hear  over  and 
over  from people  that  can’t  wait  for  2020 to  be  over  and 2021  to 
be  here.  Why? Well ,  because none of  us  have especial ly  enjoyed 
al l  that  2020 brought ,  including the Coronavirus .  We are  looking 
forward to  2021  with eager  antic ipation that  things  wil l  be  bet-
ter.

As  much as  I  resonate  with that  sense  of  hope,  I  a lso  have a  good 
bit  of  skepticism about  every thing returning to  “normal”  just  be -
cause  the  calendar  year  changes  over.  But  there  is  one hope in 
which we can have great  conf idence.   Indeed,  because of  Jesus , 
a  greater  future  l ies  just  in  front  of  us .   Jesus  is  the  l ight  of  the 
world!

2020 has  been a  real ly  dark year  for  many.  Isolation and social 
distancing have gripped many people’s  mental  health .  Depres -
s ion ,  anxiety,  suicide ,  and addict ion are  al l  on the  r ise .  The clo-
sure  of  many businesses  and the local  regulations  to  f latten the 
curve has  robbed many of  a  sense  of  peace  in  their  ow n souls ,  not 
to  mention in  relat ionships  between one another.  In  many ways , 
we feel  l ike  what  Isaiah describes  as ,  “The people  who walk in 
darkness  …” . 

You know what  it  is  l ike  to  walk in  the  dark.  None of  us  espe -
cial ly  enjoy it .  We are  fearful  of  what  might  be  or  what  might 
happen.  We are  cautious  not  to  go  too far,  for  not  knowing what 
is  out  there.  We are  uncer tain of  where  we are  going,  and we eas -
i ly  become disoriented.  Al l  of  those  feel ings  rob us  of  the  peace 
that  God intends for  us  to  experience when we 
are  near  to  God when we see  the  l ight .

L i g h t  o f  t h e  Wo rl d
By Paul  Hansen

Scripture Reading : Isaiah 9:1-7  and 1 Peter 2:4-12



John 8 : 12  records  Jesus  speaking to  the  Pharisees  and say ing, 
“ I  am the l ight  of  the  world .  Whoever  fol lows me wil l  not  walk 
in  darkness ,  but  wil l  have the  l ight  of  l i fe . ”  One of  my absolute 
favorite  par ts  about  the  Christmas season is  the  l ights .  There  is 
something beautiful  about  the  l ights .  They often seem to  bring 
a  sense  of  peace  and calm (ok ,  except  for  those  al l - out  crazy i l -
luminated houses  with every thing t imed to  music - - those  are  just 
f lat  out  fun) .  It  doesn’t  take a  lot  of  l ight  to  i l luminate  the  dark-
ness .  Just  a  campf ire  burning in  the  woods ,  or  one s ingle  candle 
on the table ,  can make the night  no longer  dark and give  us  eyes 
so  that  we can see.

Reflection & Prayer

Today,  because of  King Jesus ,  a l low this  truth that  we “wil l  see 
a  great  l ight”  to  resonate  within you.   Al low the prophet  Isa-
iah’s  words  that  “the  l ight  wil l  shine on them” to  bring about  a 
sense  of  calm and a  sense  of  peace  in  your  soul .  Before  moving 
on with your  day,  and whatever  it  may hold ,  f ind a  dark place , 
turn on just  one l i tt le  l ight  (a  candle ,  a  lamp,  a  f lashl ight ,  etc . ) , 
and spend t ime in  prayer.  Thank God for  sending his  Son to  be 
the  l ight  of  the  world .  Ask Him to  interject  His  l ight  into  what-
ever  darkness  you feel  around you.  Trust  Him with your  fears , 
with your  future ,  and with great  faith .



Tuesday,  December  8

Wonderful .  Wonder. . .Ful l . 

I f  you look up the def init ion of  “wonder”  in  the  dict ionary,  you 
wil l  f ind it  means “a  feel ing of  surprise  mingled with admira -
t ion ,  caused by something beautiful ,  unexpected ,  unfamil iar,  or 
inexpl icable . ”  It ’s  a  word that  we don’t  use  that  often ,  and it ’s  an 
experience that  we don’t  often have.  Wonder  is  a  special  thing, 
and when we experience it ,  i t  often leaves  us  transformed and 
changed because of  i t .

In  Isaiah 9,  God comes to  the  people  with a  promise  of  a  del iverer 
who wil l  set  them free  from their  struggle  and hardship,  their 
exi le  and oppression.  What  was that  del iverer  going to  be  l ike? 
God gives  a  description.  “And His  name shal l  be  cal led  Wonderful 
Counselor…”  

The word “Wonderful”  is  an adjective  in  this  sentence.  Adjectives 
are  impor tant  descriptors  to  help  us  understand the exact  nature 
of  the  thing being described.  In  this  case ,  the  adjective  wonder -
ful  describes  a   “counselor, ”  one who gives  guidance,  direction, 
wisdom,  or  insight .  The coming King isn’t  s imply going to  be  a 
helpful  guide  or  a  wise  sage.  Instead,  he’s  going to  be  a  “wonder -
ful”  counselor.

The word translated “wonderful”  here  comes from a  Hebrew 
root  meaning “to  be  marvelous ,  extraordinary,  or  surpassing. ”  It 
means to  surpass  not  only  one’s  expectations  but  also  the  perfor -
mance of  others .  The promised Messiah described as  a  Wonder -
ful  Counselor  would give  wisdom and guidance 
that  would surpass  al l  experienced norms and 
leave people  with a  sense  of  awe and wonder.

Wo n d e r f u l  Co u n s e lo r
By Cory Engel

Scripture Reading : Isaiah 9:1-7 



And this  is  exactly  what  Jesus  did  when He arrived on the scene. 
As  a  chi ld  in  the  temple ,  Jesus  left  everyone in  “awe with his  wis -
dom and insight . ”  (Luke 2 :47)  As  he  entered into  publ ic  ministry, 
“ . . .the  crowds were  amazed at  His  teaching,  because he  taught 
as  one who had authority,  and not  as  their  teachers  of  the  law.” 
(Matthew 7 :28 -29)  Everywhere  Jesus  would go,  he  left  people  in 
wonder  at  the  depth and r ichness  of  his  insight  and instruction. 
He wasn’t  l ike  al l  the  other  teachers  and “counselors . ”  Jesus  was 
different .  Jesus  extraordinari ly  surpassed al l  of  them.  He truly 
was a  “Wonderful  Counselor. ”

In  our  world  today,  there  is  no shor tage of  people  who want 
to  give  advice  and share  their  wisdom and insight .  Bookstore 
shelves  are  l ined with books claiming “ l i fe - changing”  informa -
tion,  and social  media  is  ful l  of  self-help  gurus .  We have parents , 
fr iends ,  neighbors ,  and even strangers  who are  al l  conv inced 
that  they know exactly  what  we need to  know and do in  our 
l ives .  Finding counsel  isn’t  a  problem;  i t ’s  f inding “wonderful” 
counsel  that’s  hard.

Those who have taken the t ime to  s it  at  the  feet  of  Jesus  and l is -
ten to  his  teaching understand that  his  wisdom and teaching ex-
ceeds  any thing we can f ind in  the  world .  Jesus  is  not  just  a  good 
teacher ;  he  is  THE good teacher.  His  wisdom is  not  just  helpful 
insight  for  our  l ives ;  i t  is  THE essential  insight  for  our  l ives .  His 
guidance is  not  just  benef ic ial  advice ;  i t  is  THE pathway to  real 
l i fe .  His  counsel  is  truly  wonderful .

Reflection & Prayer

Reflect  today on the truth that  our  King graciously  shares  with 
us  dai ly.   Every day we have the oppor tunity  to  connect  with THE 
Wonderful  Counselor.  Take a  moment to  meditate ,  think about , 
what  it  means for  Jesus  to  be  the  Wonderful  Counselor,  and may 
you be  f i l led  with a  sense  of  place  of  reverence and awe,  for  our 
King is  a  “Wonderful  Counselor. ”
  
Perhaps you also  need to  pray to  the  Wonder -
ful  Counselor  asking him to  give  you wisdom in 
l i fe .   Ask him in  prayer  and may God’s  peace  f i l l 
you today. 



Wednesday,  December  9

I  grew up in  and around church al l  of  my l i fe .  My parents  were 
missionaries  when I  was  young,  and my dad was a  pastor  al l  of 
my l i fe .  When I  was  young,  we would have a  Sunday morning 
service  and a  more informal  Sunday night  serv ice ,  which always 
included s inging.  Anyone could choose  a  song and cal l  out  the 
chorus’s  number  (the  precursor  to  modern worship songs)  from 
the Hosanna Song Book.  My dad would lead those  songs  with his 
guitar.  Does  anyone else  remember those  white  books?

My go-to  was “The Arky Arky Song. ”  Those  of  you who know it 
just  star ted s inging it  in  your  heads .  But  I  remember another  one 
that  we often used to  s ing :  “Great  and Mighty is  He. ”  The chorus 
went  l ike  this : 
Great  and mighty is  He
Great  and mighty is  He
Clothed in  glory arrayed in  splendor
Great  and mighty is  He

Mighty.  It ’s  not  a  word that  we use  often.  In  fact ,  the  most  of-
ten I ’ve  used that  term,  is  through s inging this  song.  The def ini -
t ion is  pretty  obvious :  i t  means ful l  of  might  and power.  So  why 
would God prompt Isaiah to  describe  himself  as  “mighty”? 

As  a  kid ,  a  Mighty God meant  a  He -Man God,  muscular  and physi -
cal ly  strong.  But  God communicates  to  us  through Isaiah that 
the  coming savior  of  the  world ,  the  one who wil l  come as  a  chi ld , 
as  a  baby,  and grow up just  l ike  any human,  would be  ful l  of  pow-
er.  He’s  tel l ing  us  and the nation of  Israel ,  who were  the  original 
readers ,  that  there  wil l  be  things  in  this  world 
that  seem powerful .  But  nothing is  as  powerful 
as  our  God. 

M i g h ty  G o d
By Tucker  Hibbs

Scripture Reading : Isaiah 9:1-7 



The fascinating thing about  the  story of  Jesus  is  how he used 
and exhibited that  power.  Do you know what  Jesus  did  more than 
any thing else?  He healed people ,  thousands of  them.  Once he 
star ted ,  crowds would gather,  and Jesus  would heal  them. 

Can you imagine being so  s ick  or  disabled that  you came to  a  per -
son that  people  said  could heal  any thing?  Not  with medicine  or 
diet  or  exercise  or  surgery,  but  just  with his  word or  his  touch? 
And can you imagine it  working?  People  came to  Jesus  who were 
disabled for  their  entire  l ives ,  and he  transformed their  broken 
bodies ,  healed their  diseases ,  and cured them.  Jesus  heal ing peo-
ple  with disabi l it ies  par ticularly  hits  home for  me.

Many of  you know,  my youngest  son,  Levi .  He was born nearly 
four  months early  and has  cerebral  palsy  as  a  result .  He can’t 
walk ,  eat ,  or  speak.  We don’t  know if  he  ever  wil l  do  any of  these 
things .  I  don’t  have to  imagine being desperate  for  something 
that  would change him,  heal  him,  restore  him.  But  it  begs  the 
question,  why hasn’t  God healed him? Bel ieve  me;  I ’ve  asked and 
prayed thousands of  t imes .

God is  mighty and showed us  his  power through heal ing.  U lt i -
mately,  his  power was seen through rais ing Jesus  from the dead. 
But  where  do we see  that  mighty power in  our  l ives  today? 

We are  forced to  answer this  question in  one way or  another.  I ’ve 
chosen to  answer it  l ike  this :  While  God has  the  power to  heal , 
what  I  bel ieve  to  be  most  impor tant  to  me,  may not  be  most  im-
por tant  to  God. 

The truth is  that  God has  al l  might  and power and doesn’t  choose 
to  use  it  how I  think he  should .  This  truth leads  to  only  one con-
clusion.  God and I  disagree  on the use  of  his  might .  What  God 
thinks  is  not  what  I  think is  best .  If  he  thought  that  heal ing was 
best ,  then nothing could stop him. 



Reflection & Prayer

If  we desire  to  see  God’s  might ,  then we need to  know God.  U l -
t imately,  I  want  to  know God’s  hear t  and mind so  wel l  that  we 
don’t  disagree  on any thing,  especial ly  the  use  of  his  power and 
might .  While  Jesus  did  heal  thousands of  people ,  there  were  mil -
l ions  that  he  didn’t  heal .  The only  way to  know the answer to  the 
question “why?”  when I  question God is  to  know him better.  And 
there  are  a  few ways to  set  a  path forward for  myself  and my 
family  to  do that :
 1 .  Read the Bible  every day.  It ’s  God’s  words  to  us  and 
about  our  relat ionship with him,  and it  wi l l  reveal  more of  him 
the more we read it .

 2 .  Pray.  How can I  know God if  I  don’t  talk  to  him and 
l isten to  him? Prayer  is  a  two-way street . 

 3 .  Community.  We need to  surround ourselves  with 
people  who want  to  know God better  too.  Not  exclusively,  but 
there  should be  a  strong presence in  our  l ives  of  people  we can 
learn from.

 4 .  Accountabi l ity.  I  never  had a  regular  habit  of  con-
necting with God unti l  I  had l ike -minded people  that  would hold 
me to  it  and cal l  me out  on it  when I  was  not  fol lowing any thing 
that  wasn’t  clearly  God’s  path.

If  we desire  to  see  God’s  might ,  then we need to  know God.

Prayer 

Lord I  need to  know you better.  Grow in  me a  desire  for  your 
Word.  Grow in  me a  desire  to  talk  with you.  Grow in  me an aware -
ness  of  my need for  community and accountabi l ity.  I  can’t  do  this 
without  you,  so  I  hand it  a l l  over  to  you and admit  my need for 
you.  Amen.

 



Thursday,  December  10

Ah,  fatherhood.  Sometimes it  means changing nasty diapers  in 
the  middle  of  the  night .  Sometimes it  means action and adven-
ture.  Sometimes it  means asking yourself ,  “What  is  this  st icky 
substance that  wil l  only  come off  the  f loor  with a  belt  sander?” 
Sometimes it  means discipl ine  and hard truth.  And sometimes it 
means learning a  new video game. 

I  love  being a  dad to  my f ive  kids .  While  there  are  t imes when I 
need a  break,  nothing is  as  fun and amazing.  I  love  seeing par ts 
of  myself  in  my kids ,  and I  hate  seeing other  par ts  of  myself  in 
them.  It ’s  overwhelming knowing that  al l  that  they learn ,  they 
learn from me,  and it ’s  incredibly  humbling.  I  can be  myself 
around my kids ,  and they can be  themselves  around me.  But  I 
know it ’s  not  the  same for  everyone.

We often try  to  correct  the  things  our  parents  did  in  our  parent-
ing.  If  you’re  reading this  with your  kids ,  share  with them one 
thing that  your  parents  did  that  you swore you would never  do.

I  lost  my dad to  brain cancer  when I  was  25 ,  but  I  had a  long 
and healthy relat ionship with him before  that .  Now more than 
15  years  after  he  died ,  I  remember his  goof iness ,  his  hear tbreak 
for  people  who didn’t  know Jesus ,  and his  passion for  music .  This 
was one of  his  favorite  songs .

A few years  ago,  a  new song came out .  I  f irst  heard it  when I 
was  attending the Global  Leadership Summit ,  a  two-day leader -
ship  s imulcast .  In  the  middle  of  a  crowd of  other  church lead-
ers ,  I  wept .  I  broke.  It  hit  me so  hard that  I  lost 
my composure  for  a  few minutes .  The song was 
“Good Good Father” .

Eve rl a s t i n g  Fat h e r
By Tucker  Hibbs

Scripture Reading : Isaiah 9:1-7 



The Bible  often cal ls  God our  “Heavenly  Father”  or  “The Father. ” 
In  the  book of  John,  Jesus  talks  about  his  relat ionship with God 
the Father  repeatedly  (John 8 : 12 -20) .  Isaiah ,  the  prophet ,  who 
w rote  hundreds  of  years  before  Jesus  was born on ear th ,  te l ls  us 
in  Isaiah 9  that  the  Messiah,  the  savior  of  the  world ,  wi l l  be  our 
“Everlasting Father. ” 

Maybe l ike  me,  you lost  your  biological  father,  and he  was a  good 
father.  So,  the  idea of  a  father  that  is  “everlasting”  is  comfor ting 
and reassuring.  But  maybe you didn’t  or  you don’t  have a  great 
dad.  Perhaps he  is  or  was distant ,  cruel ,  d iscouraging,  or  hard to 
please. 

A  wel l -know n Bible  teacher  named Louie  Gigl io  once said  some -
thing that  made so  much sense  to  me as  I  w restled with the idea 
of  God as  our  Father.  He said :  “God is  not  the  ref lection of  your 
ear thly  [ father] ,  He is  the  perfection of  your  ear thly  [ father] . ” 

The idea of  God as  our  father  is  not  a  great  one for  everybody al l 
the  t ime.  But  we must  understand that  God is  a  good father,  and 
that’s  who he is .

When we read in  Isaiah that  the  savior  of  the  world  wil l  be  our 
Everlasting Father,  God is  tel l ing  us  a  few things  about  himself . 
F irst ,  he  sees  us  as  his  chi ldren,  and just  l ike  any good father, 
he  is  committed to  leading us ,  caring for  us ,  and lov ing us  with 
perfect  love. 

Secondly,  he  wil l  never  go  away.  He is  everlasting.  Nothing can 
make him leave,  and nothing can make him give  up on his  chi l -
dren. 

And last ly,  He is  a  good father.  God the Father  tel ls  us  through-
out  the  Bible  about  his  character.  God is  good (Psalm 145 :8 ) .  God 
is  holy  (so  perfect  that  he’s  set  apar t  from every thing else) ,  and 
he  loves  us  ( 1  John 4 : 10) .  So  when God says  that 
he  is  everlasting,  he’s  a lso  tel l ing  us  that  his 
qual it ies  are  everlasting as  wel l . 
 



Reflection & Prayer

As you think about  God as  your  Father,  what  emotions  come to 
you? Is  i t  a  comfor table  thought  or  an uncomfor table  one?  Is  i t 
reassuring or  a  bit  fearful?  Is  i t  freeing or  oppressive?  God is 
chal lenging us  to  know him as  our  Everlasting Father.  Suppose 
we have a  broken concept  of  fatherhood based on our  relat ion-
ship  with our  biological  father.  In  that  case ,  God desires  to  rem-
edy and heal  that . 

As  God teaches  you about  how he is  our  Everlasting Father,  does 
your  view of  your  parents  change?  We are  imperfect  humans. 
Maybe a  good place  to  star t  for  some of  us  is  with forgiveness , 
whether  our  parents  deserve it  or  not .  We also  should know that 
parenting is  imprinted in  our  DNA when God designed us ,  so  ev-
ery parent  is  ult imately  trying to  parent  as  God would.  Knowing 
God better  wil l  cer tainly  help. 

As  God teaches  you about  how he is  our  Everlasting Father,  does 
your  view of  parenting change (even if  you aren’t  a  parent  yet)? 
Even if  you never  become a  parent ,  what  it  comes dow n to  is  how 
we see  people .  Do we see  our  chi ldren as  precious  people?  Do we 
see  every person l ike  that?  If  God is  the  Father  of  a l l  creation, 
then we are  al l  his  chi ldren,  and we are  so  valuable  to  him that 
he  sent  his  son to  die  on the cross  for  us  just  so  that  we could 
have an unobstructed path to  Him. 

Prayer :

Maybe pray something l ike  this  today:
Lord ,  help  me to  understand how you are  my Everlasting Father. 
Please ,  wi l l  you heal  the  par ts  of  me that  may have broken ideas 
about  fatherhood and show me how you are  a  good father?  And 
help  me to  parent  l ike  I  should ,  l ike  you,  showing uncondit ional 
love  for  my chi ldren,  and everyone else .  I  need you,  Jesus .  I  can’t 
do  this  on my ow n.  Thank you for  being my Fa-
ther,  and thank you for  being everlasting and 
never  leaving me. 



Friday,  December  1 1

What  is  peace?  What  does  it  mean to  you? How do you obtain 
peace?  Throughout  history,  there  has  been a  lack of  peace  among 
many people  groups and nations .  Wars  have been fought  between 
continents ,  nations ,  and famil ies .  It  seems the world  is  in  desper -
ate  need of  real  peace.  That  sentiment  is  even more ev ident  in 
our  current  pandemic  real ity.  Individuals  are  experiencing fear 
and anxiety as  our  future  is  cloudy at  best . 
 
In  our  reading today,  we discover  that  Jesus  is  cal led  the  Prince  of 
Peace.  When looking at  the  Hebrew meaning for  Prince  of  Peace , 
we see  that  i t  means “the  one who removes  al l  peace -disturbing 
factors  and secures  the  peace. ”  What  would our  world  look l ike 
i f  everyone grasped the concept  of  that  ty pe of  peace  in  Christ?
 
The good news is  that  i t  can be  obtained by al l  those  who bel ieve. 
You don’t  have to  l ive  in  constant  fear  of  what  tomorrow may 
bring.  If  you s imply remember and bel ieve  the  many promises  of 
God in  his  word,  you wil l  have peace.  And,  once  you let  go  and 
let  God rule  in  your  l i fe ,  the  Prince  wil l  br ing peace  over  what  he 
rules .  You can have peace  in  l i fe’s  hardships ,  l i fe’s  relat ionships , 
l i fe’s  lessons ,  and l i fe’s  storms.  This  peace  is  ev ident  in  the  fol -
lowing promises  from Scripture :

•  Peace  I  leave with you,  My peace  I  g ive  to  you;  not  as  the 
world  gives  do I  g ive  to  you.  Let  not  your  hear t  be  troubled , 
neither  let  i t  be  afraid  (John 14 :27) .

•  …bearing with one another  in  love ,  being di l igent  to  keep the 
unity  of  the  Spir it  in  the  bond of  peace  (Ephesians .  4 :2 -3 ) . 

•  The fruit  of  the  Spir it  is  love ,  joy,  peace ,  long-
suffering,  kindness ,  goodness ,  faithfulness , 
gentleness ,  self- control”  (Galatians  5 :22-23) .

T h e  P r i n ce  o f  Pea ce
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Scripture Reading : Isaiah 9:1-7 



•  You wil l  keep him in  perfect  peace ,  whose mind is  stayed on 
you,  because he  trusts  in  you ( Isaiah 26 :3 ) .

•  Then [Jesus]  arose  and rebuked the wind,  and said  to  the  sea , 
“Peace ,  be  st i l l ! ”  And the wind ceased ,  and there  was a  great 
calm.  (Mark 4 :39) .

 
As  we let  God gain kingship over  al l  aspects  of  our  l ives ,  we be -
gan to  f low in  the  fruit  of  the  Spir it .  And as  we l ive  in  step with 
the Spir it ,  the  fruit  of  the  Spir it  f lows out  of  our  l ives  in  the 
form of  love ,  joy  and peace.  And,  there  is  a  great  blessing that 
comes for  those  that  bring peace.

In  Matthew 5 :9 ,  Jesus  says ,  “Blessed are  the  peacemakers ,  For 
they shal l  be  cal led  sons  of  God.  So,  let ’s  l ive  our  l ives  today, 
trusting in  the  promises  of  God to  bring us  peace  by l iv ing under 
his  kingship,  and being a  blessing to  those  around us .  When we 
have peace  with God,  we know that  it  produces  peace  with oth-
ers  and peace  within our  hear ts .

Reflection and Prayer :

I  pray that  you wil l  awaken to  al l  that  the  Prince  of  Peace  has 
for  you and that  you submit  to  his  kingship in  your  l i fe  so  that 
you wil l  continue to  be  ambassadors  of  peace  for  his  kingdom. 
Because ,  when our  l ives  please  the  Lord ,  he  makes  even our  en-
emies  l ive  at  peace  with us  (Prov.  16 :7 ) .  That  is  the  ty pe of  l i fe 
that  changes  the  world  around us ,  and brings  the  hope and peace 
of  Christ  to  the  ear th. 
 
Let’s  be  l i fe  changers  by l iving in  peace  through Christ  and al -
lowing the world  around us  to  experience the  only  one who can 
bring eternal  and last ing peace.



Saturday,  December  12

For  those  of  us  with chi ldren,  i t ’s  hard to  imagine l i fe  without 
kids .  We may long to  return to  the  days  before  we had kids ,  but 
chi ldren provide  a  sense  of  fulf i l lment  to  l i fe  no matter  how dif-
f icult  i t  may be  to  raise  chi ldren.  Unfor tunately,  not  everyone 
can natural ly  conceive  and bear  chi ldren.  I ’ve  sat  in  a  hospital 
room grieving with parents  holding their  st i l lborn chi ld  in  their 
arms.  We cried ,  prayed,  and talked about  the  unmet dreams they 
had for  their  l i fe less  chi ld . 

We don’t  l ike  to  talk  about  death or  unfulf i l led  expectations ,  so 
it ’s  no surprise  we often skip  over  death and barrenness  themes 
within the  bibl ical  narrative.  Barrenness ,  the  inabi l ity  to  con-
ceive  chi ldren or  give  bir th to  chi ldren,  caused societal  and per -
sonal  shame,  and was often viewed as  punishment or  even a 
curse  from God.  Many women with the backstory leading up to 
Jesus  were  barren.  Sarah,  Abraham’s  wife ,  gr ieved her  barren-
ness  as  she was past  chi ldbearing age  (Genesis  18 : 1 1 ) .  Isaac,  the 
son of  Abraham and Sarah,  prayed to  the  Lord for  his  barren wife 
Rebekah (Genesis  25 :21 ) .  Rachel ,  Jacob’s  wife ,  was  also  barren 
and cried that  God had withheld  her  womb from hav ing chi ldren 
(Genesis  30 :2 ) .  God remembered al l  three  of  these  barren women 
and al lowed their  barren wombs to  give  bir th to  his  promise  f irst 
g iven to  Abraham. 

In  Isaiah 54 ,  the  prophet  addresses  the  barren women expl ic it-
ly  and encourages  her  to  rejoice .  Hundreds  of  years  after  God 
promised a  nation to  Abraham,  Isaiah speaks  hope into  a  nation 
during exi le .  The nation of  Babylon had destroyed Jerusalem, 
and the people  doubted God’s  promise  in  exi le . 
Jerusalem,  l ike  a  woman without  chi ldren,  lays 
barren because God has  abandoned it  for  a  l i tt le 
while  ( Isaiah 54 :7 ) .  Yet  God reminds Israel  that 
he  is  their  husband.   God wil l  bir th new hope in
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them because his  steadfast  love  shal l  not  depar t  from them,  and 
his  covenant  of  peace  shal l  not  be  removed ( Isaiah 54 : 10) .  Isaiah 
reminds the  people  that  the  promises  of  God are  not  dead.  God 
special izes  in  bringing dead things  to  l i fe . 

Barrenness  also  surrounds the story of  the  bir th of  Jesus .  El iza-
beth ,  Mary ’s  aunt ,  was  also  l ike  Sarah,  past  the  age  of  chi ldbir th 
and barren (Luke 1 :7 ) .  And even Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus ,  was 
a  virgin .  Why does  the  story of  Jesus  include such barrenness? 
Why does  the  story of  Jesus  have such emotional  hear tache of 
unmet expectations  of  motherhood?  

When Mary heard the words  of  the  angel  that  the  Holy  Spir it 
would conceive  in  her  a  son,  she  asked,  “How can this  be?”  The 
angel  repl ied ,  “ . . .your  relat ive  El izabeth in  her  old  age  has  also 
conceived a  son,  and this  is  the  s ixth month with her  who was 
cal led  barren.  For  nothing wil l  be  impossible  with God (Luke 
1 :36) . ”  Barrenness  is  not  an obstacle  for  God.  Instead,  barrenness 
is  the  means through which God chooses  to  prove that  l i fe  is 
possible  only  through God alone.  Only  God can enable  barren 
wombs to  give  bir th to  his  promises .

Proverbs  30 : 15-16  says  that  a  barren womb is  never  satisf ied . 
Peace  is  distant  from a  barren woman because she doesn’t  feel 
complete  or  whole .  At  t imes in  our  l i fe ,  we al l  experience barren-
ness .  Whether  that  is  through not  being able  to  have chi ldren,  or 
not  experiencing the blessing from God you had hoped for,  or  not 
l iving in  an abundant  place  of  f lourishing and feel ing l ike  noth-
ing is  ever  going r ight .  However,  the  story of  Jesus  reminds us 
that  God special izes  in  bir thing hope and peace  through barren 
wombs and in  barren places .  Jesus ,  speaking to  the  Sadducees 
about  the  resurrection,  reminds us  in  Mark 12 :26  of  God’s  words 
to  Moses  at  the  burning bush,  “ I  am the God of  Abraham,  the  God 
of  Isaac,  and the God of  Jacob. ”  Jesus  then concludes ,  “God is  not 
the  God of  the  dead,  but  the  God of  the  l iv ing. ” 



Reflection and Prayer :

Take some t ime to  cry  out  to  God about  the  barrenness  you are 
currently  experiencing.  Maybe you are  unable  to  have chi ldren, 
cry  out  to  God about  your  hur t  of  unmet expectations .  Perhaps 
this  pandemic  season has  been a  season of  barrenness  and f inan-
cial  hardship for  your  family.  Cry out  to  God and present  your 
needs  to  him.  Be  reminded today that  while  you may be  experi -
encing barrenness  now,  one God wil l  br ing about  bir th and l i fe . 
May God’s  peace  overshadow you today in  your  barrenness . 


