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NReO. NReO. NReO. NReO. BRUQ LV WKe NLQg Rf IVUaeO.  
 
Christmas ZoXld be incomplete ZithoXt singing. This traditional refrain from The First 
Noel echoes throXghoXt each Christmas season. Like man\ Zell knoZn l\rics, Ze often 
sing these Zords ZithoXt reali]ing the depth of their meaning. These l\rics arise from 
the stor\ of the Bible. Born is the king of Israel encapsXlates the stor\ of the Bible in a 
concise, memorable melod\. Behind these familiar Zords is a stor\ thoXsands of \ears 
in the making in the past, a stor\ the present Zorld participates in as Zell, and a stor\ 
that anticipates fXtXre fXlfillment. The stor\ of the Bible reYeals JesXs fXlfilled ³the hopes 
and fears of all the \ears´ of the Old Testament. The stor\ of the Bible also continXes 
toda\ ³Xntil the son of God appears.´ The stor\ of the Bible reYeals that JesXs Christ 
came once, and it also reYeals that JesXs Christ Zill come again.  
 
AdYent means ³coming.´ Each \ear in preparation for Christmas, the chXrch obserYes 
AdYent to anticipate celebrating the first coming of JesXs at Christmas and Zaiting for 
the second coming of Christ Zhen he retXrns.  
 
While gift bX\ing, gift Zrapping, and gift-giYing fill the preparations for Christmas, AdYent 
reminds folloZers of JesXs that oXr consXmer-focXsed Christmas cXltXre falls short of 
Zhat God Xltimatel\ did Zhen he sent JesXs into the Zorld. JesXs is God¶s greatest gift 
of loYe to the Zorld. Like children eagerl\ Zaiting to XnZrap presents on Christmas, 
folloZers of JesXs eagerl\ Zait for the XnYeiling of Christ to retXrn. We long for Christ to 
retXrn for oXr salYation, bXt more than that, Ze long for Christ to retXrn to make all 
things right and all things neZ.  
 
AdYent embodies the e[perience of the cXrrent realit\ of oXr dark Zorld. DXring this \ear 
of 2020, defined b\ a global pandemic, racial tensions, and political diYision, the season 
of AdYent is essential to proYide a biblical frameZork for Xs to lament that oXr Zorld in 
all its brokenness desperatel\ needs the redemption and reign of JesXs. We long for the 
da\ Zhen Christ Zill retXrn to be king. BXt in this "present eYil age" (Gal 1:4), Xnder the 
control of Satan, the rXler of this Zorld (John 12:31), folloZers of JesXs liYe noZ Zith 
Christ dZelling in their hearts throXgh faith (Ephesians 3:17). JesXs has inaXgXrated his 
kingdom, bXt Ze Zait and Zatch for his retXrn Zhen God pXts all things Xnder the feet of 
JesXs (1 Cor 15:25-27).  
 
This deYotional Zill e[plore the depths of the stor\ of God seeking to Xnderstand the 
l\ric, ³Born is the King of Israel.´ The stor\ of JesXs cannot be rightl\ Xnderstood apart 
from the stor\ of Israel recorded in the Old Testament. Each da\ Zill inclXde a passage 



of scriptXre to read, along Zith some brief thoXghts to ponder, folloZed b\ a prompt 
from pra\er and reflection. 
 
OXr pra\er for \oXr spiritXal groZth throXgh this foXr Zeek AdYent deYotional is 
threefold:  

1) We pra\ that this AdYent season prepares \oXr heart to celebrate Christmas, 
especiall\ dXring this Xnprecedented \ear that groans for God to make all things 
neZ and all things right. 

2) We pra\ that dXring this AdYent season the e\es of \oXr heart ma\ be opened to 
see hoZ JesXs fXlfills the Old Testament Zaiting and longing for the Messiah, the 
anointed king of Israel and of all creation.  

3) We pra\ that JesXs ZoXld reign in \oXr heart as \oX Zait for his fXtXre retXrn and 
his foreYer reign.  

 
In foXr short Zeeks Ze celebrate the first coming of JesXs at Christmas as the neZborn 
King. As Ze Zait for Christmas, Ze also Zatch and Zait for Christ to retXrn as the 
eternal King. Behold, JesXs is coming soon (ReYelation 22:12)! 
 
 
 
 
 
  





AGYHQW :HHN 1: HRSH  
 

IQ KRSH  [AbUaKaP] beOLeYed agaLQVW KRSH, WKaW Ke VKRXOd becRPe WKe faWKeU Rf PaQ\ 
QaWLRQV, aV Ke Kad beeQ WROd, ³SR VKaOO \RXU RffVSULQg be. ́ He dLd QRW ZeaNeQ LQ faLWK ZKeQ Ke 
cRQVLdeUed KLV RZQ bRd\, ZKLcK ZaV aV gRRd aV dead (VLQce Ke ZaV abRXW a KXQdUed \eaUV 
ROd), RU ZKeQ Ke cRQVLdeUed WKe baUUeQQeVV Rf SaUaK'V ZRPb. NR XQbeOLef Pade KLP ZaYeU 
cRQceUQLQg WKe SURPLVe Rf GRd, bXW Ke gUeZ VWURQg LQ KLV faLWK aV Ke gaYe gORU\ WR GRd, fXOO\ 
cRQYLQced WKaW GRd ZaV abOe WR dR ZKaW Ke Kad SURPLVed. TKaW LV ZK\ KLV faLWK ZaV ³cRXQWed WR 
KLP aV ULgKWeRXVQeVV. ́ BXW WKe ZRUdV ³LW ZaV cRXQWed WR KLP´ ZeUe QRW ZULWWeQ fRU KLV VaNe aORQe, 
bXW fRU RXUV aOVR. IW ZLOO be cRXQWed WR XV ZKR beOLeYe LQ KLP ZKR UaLVed fURP WKe dead JeVXV RXU 
LRUd, ZKR ZaV deOLYeUed XS fRU RXU WUeVSaVVeV aQd UaLVed fRU RXU MXVWLfLcaWLRQ.  

TKeUefRUe, VLQce Ze KaYe beeQ MXVWLfLed b\ faLWK, Ze  KaYe Seace ZLWK GRd WKURXgK RXU 
LRUd JeVXV CKULVW. TKURXgK KLP Ze KaYe aOVR RbWaLQed acceVV b\ faLWK LQWR WKLV gUace LQ ZKLcK 
Ze VWaQd, aQd Ze  UeMRLce  LQ KRSH  Rf WKe gORU\ Rf GRd. NRW RQO\ WKaW, bXW Ze UeMRLce LQ RXU 
VXffeULQgV, NQRZLQg WKaW VXffeULQg SURdXceV eQdXUaQce, aQd eQdXUaQce SURdXceV cKaUacWeU, aQd 
cKaUacWeU SURdXceV KRSH , aQd KRSH  dReV QRW SXW XV WR VKaPe, becaXVe GRd'V ORYe KaV beeQ 
SRXUed LQWR RXU KeaUWV WKURXgK WKe HRO\ SSLULW ZKR KaV beeQ gLYeQ WR XV. 

Romans 4:18 - 5:5 
 

FRU I cRQVLdeU WKaW WKe VXffeULQgV Rf WKLV SUeVeQW WLPe aUe QRW ZRUWK cRPSaULQg ZLWK WKe gORU\ WKaW 
LV WR be UeYeaOed WR XV. FRU WKe cUeaWLRQ ZaLWV ZLWK eageU ORQgLQg fRU WKe UeYeaOLQg Rf WKe VRQV Rf 
GRd. FRU WKe cUeaWLRQ ZaV VXbMecWed WR fXWLOLW\, QRW ZLOOLQgO\, bXW becaXVe Rf KLP ZKR VXbMecWed LW, 
LQ KRSe  WKaW WKe cUeaWLRQ LWVeOf ZLOO be VeW fUee fURP LWV bRQdage WR cRUUXSWLRQ aQd RbWaLQ WKe 
fUeedRP Rf WKe gORU\ Rf WKe cKLOdUeQ Rf GRd. FRU Ze NQRZ WKaW WKe ZKROe cUeaWLRQ KaV beeQ 
gURaQLQg WRgeWKeU LQ WKe SaLQV Rf cKLOdbLUWK XQWLO QRZ. AQd QRW RQO\ WKe cUeaWLRQ, bXW Ze 
RXUVeOYeV, ZKR KaYe WKe fLUVWfUXLWV Rf WKe SSLULW, gURaQ LQZaUdO\ aV Ze ZaLW eageUO\ fRU adRSWLRQ 
aV VRQV, WKe UedePSWLRQ Rf RXU bRdLeV. FRU LQ WKLV KRSH  Ze ZeUe VaYed. NRZ KRSH  WKaW LV VeeQ 
LV QRW KRSH . FRU ZKR KRSHV  fRU ZKaW Ke VeeV?  BXW Lf Ze KRSH  fRU ZKaW Ze dR QRW Vee, Ze ZaLW 
fRU LW ZLWK SaWLeQce. 

Romans 8:18-25 
 

The season of AdYent begins Zith hope. Hope longs for a promise to be fXlfilled. Hope 
endXres despite the dela\ in the promise coming to frXition. Hope shines brightl\ like the 
star that pierced the darkness to mark the birth of JesXs. Hope does not alloZ 
barrenness, eYil, and eYen death to haYe the last Zord. Hope belieYes against all hope. 
Hope trXsts that God Zho begaQ a gRRd ZRUN LQ \RX ZLOO bULQg LW WR cRPSOeWLRQ RQ WKe 
da\ Rf CKULVW JeVXV (Phil 1:6). LeW XV KROd faVW WKe cRQfeVVLRQ Rf RXU KRSe ZLWKRXW 
ZaYeULQg, fRU Ke ZKR SURPLVed LV faLWKfXO (Heb 10:23). Hope belieYes in the promises of 
God. Hope trXsts God Zill fXlfill Zhat he promised to do thoXsands of \ears ago.  
 
 
 



CRPH TKRX LRQJ E[SHcWHd JHVXV 1 
SXnda\, NoYember 29 
 
RefOecW WRda\ b\ UeadLQg WKe O\ULcV WR WKe K\PQ aQd SUa\LQg WKe SUa\eU beORZ.  
 

Come, thoX long e[pected JesXs, 
born to set th\ people free; 
from oXr fears and sins release Xs, 
let Xs find oXr rest in thee. 
 
Israel's strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth thoX art; 
dear desire of eYer\ nation, 
jo\ of eYer\ longing heart. 
 
Born th\ people to deliYer, 
born a child and \et a King, 
born to reign in Xs foreYer, 
noZ th\ gracioXs kingdom bring. 
 
B\ thine oZn eternal spirit 
rXle in all oXr hearts alone; 
b\ thine all sXfficient merit, 
raise Xs to th\ glorioXs throne. 

 
 
FLUVW SXQGD\ RI AGYHQW PUD\HU 2 

Almight\ God, giYe Xs grace to cast aZa\ the Zorks of darkness, and pXt on the 
armor of light, noZ in the time of this mortal life in Zhich \oXr Son JesXs Christ 
came to Yisit Xs in great hXmilit\; that in the last da\, Zhen he shall come again 
in his glorioXs majest\ to jXdge both the liYing and the dead, Ze ma\ rise to the 
life immortal; throXgh him Zho liYes and reigns Zith \oX and the Hol\ Spirit, one 
God, noZ and for eYer. APeQ . 

 
 
 
  

1 Written in 1744 b\ Charles Wesle\. 
2 From TKe BRRN Rf CRPPRQ PUa\eU, AccRUdLQg WR WKe UVe Rf WKe ESLVcRSaO CKXUcK, 2007.  



:KR LV WKLV CKLOG LQ MDU\¶V :RPE?  
Monda\, NoYember 30 
B\ Michael StambaXgh 
 
ScULSWXUH RHadLQJ: LXNH 1:26-38  
 
Perhaps no other hXman e[perience embodies ZatchfXl Zaiting like pregnanc\. Waiting 
seems so long. Being pregnant is e[haXsting, bXt each groZing da\ anticipates the 
XnknoZn da\ Zhen the Zaiting cXlminates in a neZ bab\'s birth. DXring the pregnanc\, 
the parent(s) natXrall\ Zonder, "Who Zill this bab\ be?" Gender, personalit\, e\e color, 
and the t\pe of nose are all concealed in the Zomb, onl\ reYealed Xpon the bab\'s birth.  

Like pregnanc\, AdYent anticipates a birth, the birth of JesXs. AdYent also anticipates 
the imminent and fXtXre retXrn of JesXs. AdYent teaches Xs to Zait and to e[pect. In oXr 
Zaiting, Ze hope for hoZ things Zill be Zhile at the same time acknoZledging hoZ 
things presentl\ are. It's in the Zaiting that groZth occXrs. Anticipation groZs dXring the 
Zaiting.  

Unlike most pregnancies, Mar\, the mother of JesXs, kneZ Zho Zas groZing in her 
Zomb. Gabriel reYealed to Mar\ e[actl\ Zho this embr\o conceiYed b\ the Hol\ Spirit 
ZoXld be. What Gabriel reYealed aboXt this son groZing in Mar\'s Zomb connects this 
child to all the hope of the nation of Israel. Notice Zhat Gabriel sa\s aboXt this child in 
Mar\¶s Zomb:  

HLV QDPH ZLOO EH JHVXV. God giYes the child's name becaXse the child has its 
origin in God. The name JesXs connects this child to the God of Israel. JesXs 
means "YahZeh saYes." SalYation is groZing in Mar\'s Zomb.  

HH ZLOO EH FDOOHG JUHDW. Greatness is an attribXte of God. Great is the Lord, and 
greatl\ to be praised, and his greatness is Xnsearchable (Psalm 145:3). 
Greatness is deYeloping Zithin Mar\'s Zomb. 

HH ZLOO EH FDOOHG SRQ RI WKH MRVW HLJK.  ThroXghoXt the Old Testament, the title 
"Most High God" is the e[clXsiYe name of the Lord, emphasi]ing the majest\ and 
sXpremac\ of the Lord oYer eYer\thing. The Most High God is the father of this 
child. The son of God is being formed in Mar\'s Zomb.  

AQG WKH LRUG GRG ZLOO JLYH KLP WKH WKURQH RI DDYLG.  This child Zill fXlfill the 
prophecies aboXt an anointed one, a Messiah, Zho Zill come from King DaYid's 
lineage. The messianic king is reigning eYen in Mar\'s Zomb.  

HH ZLOO UHLJQ RYHU WKH KRXVH RI JDFRE IRUHYHU. The reign of the messiah king 
e[tends oYer all those Zho are children of the promise to Abraham. OYer the 



tribes of Israel, the king Zill rXle foreYer. The promised king is being fXlfilled in 
Mar\'s Zomb. 

AQG RI KLV NLQJGRP, WKHUH ZLOO EH QR HQG.  Eternit\ is an attribXte of God. YoXr 
kingdom is an eYerlasting kingdom, and \oXr dominion endXres throXghoXt all 
generations (Psalm 143:13). Eternit\ is breaking into time Zithin Mar\'s Zomb.  

For nine months, Mar\ carries Zithin her the deYeloping Messiah Zaiting to giYe birth to 
God's salYation. Waiting nine months is nothing compared to the Zaiting of thoXsands of 
\ears as the Israelites Zaited for the Messiah, the anointed one of God, to sit on DaYid's 
throne. The King of Israel is coming, bXt like a pregnant Zoman, Ze Zait in anticipation. 
We knoZ Zho this child Zill be, bXt Ze do not knoZ Zhen he Zill come.  

RHIOHFWLRQ & PUD\HU 

Think for a moment aboXt the titles or character traits \oX t\picall\ associate Zith JesXs 
and then list oXt those titles or characteristics. Do \oX address JesXs as Lord, saYior, 
teacher, or something else? Wh\ do \oX think \oX address JesXs like that, and hoZ 
does \oXr Xnderstanding of JesXs line Xp Zith Zhat Gabriel declared aboXt JesXs? 
Take some time to meditate and thank God for Zho JesXs is.  Perhaps thank God for 
each of the declarations b\ Gabrial aboXt JesXs.  Finall\, pra\ that JesXs ZoXld be 
formed in \oX (Galatians 4:19) jXst as JesXs Zas being formed in Mar\¶s Zomb.  

 

 
  



TKH RHWXUQ RI WKH KLQJ 
TXesda\, December 1 
B\ Michael StambaXgh 
 
ScULSWXUH RHadLQJ: PVaOP 8 aQd HHbUHZV 2:5-18 
 
Kings Zear croZns made of gold and adorned Zith precioXs jeZels. In oXr present 
Zorld, kingship is a foreign concept to man\ of Xs. Kings and kingdoms Zrote histor\ 
throXghoXt time. HoZeYer brief or hoZeYer long, a king reigns oYer his kingdom, oYer 
certain people, oYer a specific territor\. The king establishes his reign throXgh laZs and 
decrees as he enacts jXstice. 
 
Perhaps as \oX read Psalm 8, \oX made a connection to Genesis 1, Zhen God created 
all things. Psalm 8 poeticall\ e[plains the creation of hXmanit\. God created hXmankind 
in the image of God (Gen. 1:27), and God made them a little loZer than the spiritXal, 
heaYenl\ beings (Psalm 8:5). God Zas mindfXl of hXmanit\ aboYe all the rest of the 
creation. God placed a croZn on men and Zomen, and God destined hXmanit\ to rXle. 
God decreed to Adam and EYe, "Be frXitfXl and mXltipl\ and fill the earth and sXbdXe it, 
and haYe dominion oYer the fish of the sea and oYer the birds of the heaYens and oYer 
eYer\ liYing thing that moYes on the earth." God created hXmanit\ to be God's 
representatiYes, co-regents, to rXle and reign oYer all creation. God croZned Xs Zith his 
attribXtes of glor\ and honor (Psalm 8:5).  
 
UnfortXnatel\, the stor\ e[tends be\ond Eden, and Genesis 3 reYeals hXmanit\ 
attempts to rXle themselYes rather than accept God's rXle, the creator. ConseqXentl\, 
God banishes them from the garden of Eden. HXmanit\ e[its paradise and God's 
presence and enters a Zorld separated from God fXll of toil and troXble. Sin increased 
Zith each sXbseqXent generation. Yet God still desired to Xse hXmanit\ to enact his 
reign on the earth. People like Noah, Abraham, Moses, and DaYid, eYen in their 
greatness, fall short of fXlfilling God's perfect representatiYe on earth.  
 
All creation, inclXding hXmanit\, longs to retXrn to Eden. J.R.R Tolkien, the aXthor of 
TKe LRUd Rf WKe RLQgV, captXres this longing in a letter Zritten to his son in 1945, dXring 
the end of World War II. Tolkien Zrites, "...Genesis is separated b\ Ze do not knoZ hoZ 
man\ sad e[iled generations from the Fall, bXt certainl\, there Zas an Eden on this 
Xnhapp\ earth. We all long for it, and Ze are constantl\ glimpsing it: oXr Zhole natXre at 
its best and least corrXpted, its gentlest and most hXman, is still soaked Zith the sense 
of e[ile."  
 



OXr present Zorld is in e[ile. The rXler of this Zorld (John 14:30), the prince of the 
poZer of the air Zho is noZ Zorking in the sons of disobedience (Eph. 2:2), still soZs 
deception jXst as he did in Eden. In all its toil and troXble, all creation longs for the 
retXrn of the king, Zho is croZned Zith glor\ and honor.  
 
The Zriter of the book of HebreZs reYeals that JesXs is the fXlfillment of Psalm 8. Unlike 
the first hXmans, JesXs, Zho is entirel\ God and fXll\ hXman, embodied hXmanit\'s 
original destin\ in his life. JesXs receiYed a croZn of glor\ and honor throXgh a croZn of 
thorns, and JesXs triXmphed oYer the rXlers of this Zorld on the cross (Col. 2:15). BXt, 
all things are not sXbject to JesXs \et (Heb. 2:8). The king has \et to retXrn, bXt his 
death offers hope noZ that Ze too might oYercome the eYil one. We long for Eden, bXt 
more than that, Ze hope in the retXrn of the king croZned Zith glor\ and honor.  
 
RHIOHFWLRQ & PUD\HU 
Take some time to think aboXt hoZ \oX, like Adam and EYe, attempt to rXle \oXrself? 
God created Xs to rXle and reign, not to rXle oXrselYes bXt to remain Xnder God, the 
onl\ trXe king. In \oXr life, Zhat are the conseqXences or hardships \oX'Ye e[perienced 
Zhen \oX lead \oXr life? What areas of \oXr life do \oX need to sXrrender to the rXle of 
JesXs? Pra\ that JesXs, the one croZned Zith thorns, glor\, and honor, might rXle \oXr 
life. To King JesXs alone be glor\ and dominion foreYer and eYer (1 Peter 4:11). 
 
 
 
 
  



OQJRLQJ PURPLVHV IRU AOO, IURP D FRUHYHU FDLWKIXO GRG 
Wednesda\, December 2 
B\ Neil Hancock 
 
ScULSWXUH RHadLQJ: GHQHVLV 12:1-9 aQd MaWWKHZ 1:1  
 
Eight \ears ago, as m\ beaXtifXl bride and I sat talking in the parking lot of a Yoting 
precinct in Georgia, Ze began to pra\ and ask God to lead Xs to Zhat He had ne[t for 
Xs as a famil\. We had pra\ed these t\pes of pra\ers before. and the\ XsXall\ soXnded 
like this, "God, Ze Zant \oX to lead Xs to Zhat \oX haYe ne[t for Xs, BUT« Ze Zant 
this, or Ze Zant that«" 
 
HoZeYer, this time Zas different. THIS TIME, Ze decided to remoYe the "BUT" from oXr 
pra\ers. We Zere sa\ing, "God, Ze Zant \oXr Zill for Xs NO MATTER WHAT! We trXst 
\oX, God." 
 
Well, that conYersation in that parking lot betZeen God and Xs opened Xp the door to 
blessings and promises Ze had no idea e[isted, and qXite frankl\, Ze Zeren't read\ for 
Zhat Zas ne[t. BXt read\ or not, God led Xs to load eYer\thing oXr famil\ oZned into a 
storage Xnit. M\ Zife Stephanie, and oXr tZo kids El\ssa and Elijah, Zho Zere 8 and 4, 
all moYed into a tin\ tZo-bedroom apartment Zith m\ mom. We kneZ that it ZoXld be 
temporar\ as Ze Zere getting read\ to go to the ne[t place God Zas calling Xs to. We 
jXst didn't knoZ Zhere that Zas!  
 
Was it scar\? YES! Was it Xncomfortable? AbsolXtel\! Were there times of doXbt? Of 
coXrse!  
 
BXt eYen thoXgh there Zere Xps and doZns and it felt like so man\ things Zere 
changing all aroXnd Xs, there Zas one thing that remained trXe and DID NOT 
CHANGE«God's promise. 
 
In Genesis 12:1-3, Ze see that oXr stor\ of leaYing eYer\thing behind and leaYing for an 
XnknoZn place that God had \et to reYeal Zas certainl\ not neZ or XniqXe to Xs. God 
gaYe that task to Abram. In this passage of scriptXre, often referred to as "the 
Abrahamic coYenant," the stage is set for the promises and ceremonies that ZoXld 
folloZ. The\ testif\ to the irreYocable natXre of the promises of God.  
 
The passage begins Zith Abram stepping oXt in faith as an act of obedience; hoZeYer, I 
belieYe it is eYident that the coYenant is based on the promises of God. After Abram's 
act of faithfXl obedience, God qXickl\ folloZs Zith seYen promises, inclXding an ama]ing 



promise that all people ZoXld be blessed throXgh Abram as Zell as all the generations 
that folloZed him. 
 
JesXs Zas born in the line of Abraham (first knoZn as Abram before God changed his 
name). And JesXs Zas the means b\ Zhich all God's promises coXld be fXlfilled. 
EYer\one Zho is in Christ, Zho accept His free gift of salYation and forgiYeness b\ His 
grace and choose to folloZ Him, are children of Abraham and are recipients of the 
promises of God that Zere fXlfilled in JesXs. Those same promises that God gaYe 
Abram are still trXe for Xs.  
 
Fast forZard to toda\, and here Ze are oYer 2,000 miles aZa\ from that little parking lot 
in Georgia. And the same God that broXght Xs all this Za\ is still Zith Xs and leading Xs 
eYer\ step, eYer\ da\.  
 
The qXestion is, are Ze still Zilling to step oXt in faith and trXst Him NO MATTER WHAT 
and keep the "BUT" oXt of oXr pra\ers? God's promises are ongoing, and he is foreYer 
faithfXl. 
 
RHIOHFWLRQ & PUD\HU 
Think aboXt it, Zhen Zas the last time that \oX trXl\ gaYe God permission to haYe His 
Zill in \oXr life and \oXr famil\? NO BUTS« JXst his Zill alone and not \oXrs. God¶s 
plans are alZa\s better than oXr plans, and he is ALWAYS faithfXl. The God that has 
broXght \oX throXgh so man\ things before is read\ and Zilling to bring \oX throXgh 
ZhateYer \oX ma\ be going throXgh noZ. Will \oX trXst in his promises? Will \oX trXst in 
his plan eYen thoXgh it is likel\ different than \oXr plans? Toda\, take some time to 
thank God for his promises and for all the man\ blessings he has giYen \oX.  Thank him 
also for all that he has broXght \oX throXgh. Then, pra\ and ask God to lead \oX in 
ZhateYer he has ne[t for \oX. Pra\ that his Zill ZoXld be done and not \oXrs.  



TKH LLRQ RI JXGDK 
December 3 
B\ Michael StambaXgh 
 
ScULSWXUH RHadLQJ: GHQHVLV 49:1-2, 8-12 aQd RHYHOaWLRQ 5:1-14 
 
Like a croZn of majest\ on its head, the mane endoZs the lion Zith poZer and strength. 
Other animals fear the lion as the ape[ predator and respect its dominance atop the 
food chain. Lions conqXer their pre\. One of the names giYen to the bab\ born in 
Bethlehem Zas the Lion of JXdah.  
 
Man\ generations of the descendants of Abraham Zaited for the promise to be fXlfilled. 
Against all hope, the\ Zaited for the promise to be born. Abraham's son, Isaac, had tZo 
combatiYe sons, Jacob and EsaX. Jacob, the \oXnger, ticked his brother oXt of his 
birthright and his father's blessing. Jacob, in tXrn, had tZelYe sons, Zho later ZoXld 
become the tZelYe tribes of Israel. 
 
JXdah Zas the name giYen to Jacob's foXrth son, born to Leah. On his deathbed in 
Genesis 49, Jacob gathers his tZelYe sons aroXnd him and speaks prophetic blessings 
oYer each of his sons. Jacob kneZ the character of his sons, the good, the bad, and the 
Xgl\. Jacob speaks realit\ oYer the three oldest sons, ReXben, LeYi, and Simeon, Zho 
all acted Zickedl\ and forfeited their destin\ to lead the famil\. JXdah receiYes the most 
e[tended blessing fXll of prophetic anticipation of Zho JXdah ZoXld become and Zhat 
role his descendants ZoXld fXlfill. Jacob describes JXdah as a lion. Not onl\ did Jacob 
describe JXdah as a lion, bXt Jacob also Xsed the langXage of kingship, "The scepter 
shall not depart him nor the rXler's staff from betZeen his feet." King DaYid and JesXs 
are descendants from the line of JXdah.  
  
John, the aXthor of ReYelation, has a Yision regarding the end of time Zhen God is 
making all things neZ and right. John glimpses the Lord sitting on the throne in heaYen, 
and in his hand is a scroll. An angel proclaims that no one on earth or in heaYen is 
Zorth\ to Xnseal the scroll and begin God's redemptiYe Zork. John grieYes becaXse 
there is no hope in those Zords. HoZeYer, an elder Zho sits and Zorships aroXnd the 
throne of God tells John, "Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of JXdah, the 
Root of DaYid, has conqXered, so that he can open the scroll and its seYen seals." 
These Zords in ReYelation are no doXbt referencing JesXs, Zho Zas the fXlfillment of 
Jacob's blessing to his son JXdah.  
 
The Lion of the tribe of JXdah is a conqXeror, bXt he conqXered not throXgh strength. 
Instead, the metaphor changes from a poZerfXl conqXering lion to a meek, qXiet lamb. 



JesXs did not conqXer throXgh the strength that eYer\one e[pected. Instead, JesXs 
receiYed "poZer and Zealth and Zisdom and might and honor and glor\ and blessing" 
becaXse he Zas slain (ReYelation 5:12). JesXs conqXered throXgh his sacrifice.  In 
ReYelation, JesXs is referred to as both the Lion of JXdah and the Lamb that Zas slain. 
JesXs embodies the conqXering natXre of a might\ lion, bXt he also embodies the 
natXre of a gentle, perfect lamb Zho Zas slain as a sacrifice to God.  
 
JesXs conqXered first in the mangar and then throXgh the cross. JesXs displa\ed his 
strength throXgh his sacrifice. It's difficXlt to captXre fXll\ Zho JesXs is throXgh one 
metaphor, bXt Zhen John¶s Yision identifies JesXs as the Lion of JXdah this connects 
JesXs to God's promise initiated to Abraham and his descendants. The rXling and 
conqXering Lion of JXdah broke into the Zorld as a bab\, and he Zill Xne[pectedl\ 
retXrn to this Zorld. BXt Xntil he retXrns, ma\ Ze be reminded that JesXs, the Lion of 
JXdah, has conqXered his enemies, sin and death. Unlike a lion that kills its pre\, JesXs 
laid doZn his life like a lamb.  
 
RHIOHFWLRQ & PUD\HU 
Take some time to meditate on Zhat it means for JesXs to be a conqXeror. HoZ does 
thinking aboXt JesXs as the Lion of JXdah change hoZ \oX YieZ JesXs? Take some 
time to meditate on JesXs as the Lamb Zho Zas slain. HoZ does thinking aboXt JesXs 
as the Lamb change hoZ \oX YieZ JesXs. Finall\, spend some time in pra\er 
Zorshiping JesXs, the Lion and the Lamb, Zho is Zorth\ of oXr praise.   



SKRRW RI JHVVH 
December 4 
B\ Cor\ Engel  
 
ScULSWXUH RHadLQJ: IVaLaK 11:1-9 
 
The longing for spring is something that almost eYer\one starts to feel at some point 
dXring a long hard Zinter. After months of snoZ and ice, Ze begin to \earn for the hope 
of spring, a season that signals the end of darkness and strXggle and brings Zith it the 
neZness of groZth and life. 
 
One of the first signs of the changing seasons is neZ shoots and bXds on trees' 
seemingl\ dead branches. As the grip of Zinter loses its grip, Zhat seem to be dead and 
lifeless branches, sXddenl\ start to reYeal a trXth that Zas hidden all Zinter long. Life is 
still here. Hope is not lost. A neZ season is coming. 
 
To the ancient Israelites, the prophet's Zords in Isaiah 11:1-3, ZoXld haYe stirred the 
imager\ of this Yer\ thing.  
 
"A shoot Zill come Xp from the stXmp of Jesse; from his roots a Branch Zill bear frXit. 
The Spirit of the LORD Zill rest on him² the Spirit of Zisdom and of Xnderstanding, the 
Spirit of coXnsel and of poZer, the Spirit of knoZledge and of the fear of the LORD² 
and he Zill delight in the fear of the LORD."  
 
When Isaiah gaYe that message, the glor\ da\s of Israel Zere gone, and King DaYid's 
rXle Zas a distant memor\. Their nation Zas diYided b\ XpheaYal, and political tXrmoil 
Zas eYer\Zhere. Godl\ and trXstZorth\ leadership Zas almost impossible to find. The 
hopelessness of their national and spiritXal e[istence permeated eYer\ part of their 
societ\. 
 
So in the midst of this hopelessness, into the Zinter of darkness and despair, God 
sends the nation a message. He sends His prophet to encoXrage His people and to 
impart to them a message of hope. What Zas his message? It might be Zinter noZ, bXt 
a neZ season is coming. A neZ "shoot" is aboXt to appear on the branch. A King is 
coming from the same root as the great King DaYid, and throXgh this King, God Zill 
change the seasons for the nation and bring forth neZ signs of life. The promised 
Messiah, this "Shoot of Jesse," Zas a promise that the darkness of their present realit\ 
Zas aboXt to giYe Za\ to a neZ season of groZth, life, and promise. 
 



NoZ, thoXsands of \ears later, oXr nation isn't far from Zhere the Israelites Zere back 
then. In man\ Za\s, oXr nation is in XpheaYal becaXse of a YirXs, diYided in oXr politics, 
and man\ Zonder Zhere the godl\, trXstZorth\ leaders are in oXr Zorld. The darkness 
and difficXlt\ of this season haYe caXsed Xs to Zonder Zhen things Zill change, and Ze 
look for the hope of a neZ season.  
 
And the good neZs is this: Ze also haYe the hope of the "shoot of Jesse," knoZing that 
oXr King, JesXs Christ, has not onl\ come, bXt Zill also retXrn, and Zhen He does, he 
Zill "make all things neZ (ReYelation 21:5)." The darkness of this Zinter Zill not last 
foreYer. Spring is right aroXnd the corner. 
 
RHIOHFWLRQ & PUD\HU 
What¶s the one thing \oX long for in spring, ma\be floZers, green grass, or the soXnd of 
singing birds? What are \oX longing for God to make neZ in \oXr life? Take some time 
to seek God in pra\er asking him to refresh \oX. Ask the God of all grace, Zho has 
called \oX to his eternal glor\ in Christ, Zill to restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish 
\oX (1 Peter 5:11). 
 
 
  



GRG¶V PURPLVH RI DQ EWHUQDO KLQJGRP 
DHFHPEHU 5 
B\ JRH AGG\ 
 
ScULSWXUH RHadLQJ: 2 SaPXHO 7:1-17 
 
OXr liYes are fXll of beaXtifXl moXntaintop e[periences Zhere Ze haYe great perspectiYe 
and ama]ing YieZs of riYers, lakes, and the landscape aroXnd Xs. BXt the opposite is 
eqXall\ trXe, and Ze can get stXck in the Zinding paths of the Yalle\ floor Zith limited 
Yision of Zhat lies ahead. HoZeYer, on that joXrne\, the path Xp the moXntain becomes 
clear, and Ze start the ascent throXgh the thick forest, sloZl\ rising aboYe the Yalle\ 
beloZ. 
 
This joXrne\ Zas no different for DaYid. He foXnd himself on the moXntaintop of his life 
after fighting throXgh the Yalle\ of Zar, betra\al, and despair. 
 
We see in oXr passage toda\ that God had blessed DaYid in three important Za\s in the 
past. 
 

Ɣ He took DaYid from shepherding in the pastXre to leading in the palace. (Y. 8) 
Ɣ He neYer left DaYid's side ZhereYer he Zent (Y. 9) 
Ɣ He eliminated all his enemies (Y. 9) 

 
He had gone throXgh a joXrne\ in the Yalle\, starting Zith tending his father's sheep (1 
SamXel 17:12-15) and being a loZl\ shepherd, eYentXall\ becoming king of Israel and 
finding peace and rest from his enemies (2 SamXel 7:1). BecaXse of this rest and 
blessing from God, DaYid Zanted to bXild a temple for God as a proper place of Zorship 
to Him. So, DaYid began to dream and cast a Yision for hoZ he coXld giYe back to God 
for the man\ blessings he foXnd in his life. 
 
As DaYid began to plan oXt his Yision, God had other plans that Zere far better than 
DaYid coXld imagine. He Zent to God for a bXilding permit to bXild the temple, \et he 
leaYes Zith a promise of a SaYior (Isaiah 9:6-7). DaYid's Yision stopped at bXilding a 
hoXse, bXt God's Yision Zas to bXild an eternal kingdom (LXke 1:31-33), for Ze knoZ 
that God's Za\s are higher than oXrs and His thoXghts than oXr thoXghts (Isaiah 
55:8-9). 
 
God completel\ fXlfilled his promise to make a hoXse for DaYid in the life of JesXs. And, 
it Zill be an eternal hoXse of DaYid, and JesXs Zill reign on DaYid's throne foreYer. 



God's promise Zas not jXst for DaYid bXt for all of those Zho belieYe in the name of 
JesXs. 
 
As Ze look forZard to this Christmas season Zhen JesXs came as a loZl\ bab\ bo\ in a 
manger, Ze mXst also look to His soon retXrn as a conqXering king to set Xp His reign 
on the throne of DaYid. It Zill be a kingdom that Zill last foreYer and root oXt all eYil from 
the Zorld. And Ze Zill be heirs of that kingdom (Romans 8:15-17) becaXse of the 
promise God gaYe to DaYid nearl\ 3,000 \ears ago. 
 
RHIOHFWLRQ & PUD\HU: 
 
God, in his endless grace, blesses Xs Zith peace and jo\ in oXr joXrne\. And, as DaYid 
did in 2 SamXel 7, Ze need to keep dreaming and casting Yision in oXr liYes. We need 
to keep hoping for Christ's soon retXrn to the earth as a conqXering lion. For Ze knoZ 
that it Zas an eternal promise to DaYid, bXt Xltimatel\ to each one of Xs as Zell. 
 
So neYer giYe Xp, neYer lose hope, and neYer forget God's promise to not onl\ come as 
a sZeet bab\ bo\ Zrapped in sZaddling clothes bXt also as a conqXering king. 
 
DaYid came to a place of peace and rest in his life becaXse of God's man\ blessings, 
and He Zill do the same for each of Xs if Ze continXe to belieYe. So as \oX pra\ and 
reflect Xpon God's blessings and promises in \oXr life, remember to dream big and let 
God e[pand \oXr Yision toda\. 
 
 
 
 
  


