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The book of Acts is a long narrative or story with many speeches. The literary structure of the book is guided by Acts 1:8:
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

- Jerusalem: Acts 1-7
- Judea and Samaria: Acts 8-12
- Ends of the earth: Acts 13-28

Acts 9 functions as a turning point and a starting point in the book of Acts. The plot turns in Acts 9 to focus on Saul, who later
becomes Paul, and this chapter begins the story of how the gospel will go to the ends of the earth.

BIG IDEA:
Everything changes when you meet Jesus.

“The tell-tale sign on any conversion is a revised autobiography.” Scot McKnight

The risen Jesus personally encountered Saul on the road to Damascus, and he was never the same. Today we will focus on
three immediate changes in the life of Saul recorded in Acts 9.  We’ll examine these three changes chronologically to see who
Paul was before Christ and who he was in Christ.

1. Identity: Who am I?
Before Christ: Saul of Tarsus

- Saul’s hometown was Tarsus (9:11, 30), a town in modern south-central Turkey.
- Tarsus was a Greco-Roman city influenced by the culture and philosophy of Greece, which ruled the city

before the Romans conquered the Greeks. Saul learned to speak and write Greek and grew up in a
multiethnic and multinational environment.

- Saul was defined by physical geography.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! (2 Cor 5:17 NIV)

In Christ: Paul, the servant of Christ
- Notice that Jesus addressed Saul by name on the road to Damascus.
- Recounting the story later to Jews in Jerusalem, Paul recounts that Jesus said, “Now get to your feet! For

I have appeared to you to appoint you as my servant and witness.” (Acts 26:16)



- Paul introduced himself as a “slave” or servant of Christ in his letters to the Romans and Philippians.
- Paul’s background in the Greco-Roman world and being a Roman citizen allowed God to use him as the

chosen instrument to become “all things to all people” (1 Cor 9:19-23), taking the gospel to the Gentiles.
- Paul was defined by his spiritual geography.

2. Activity: What do I do?
Before Christ: Saul, the zealous prosecutor of the Way

- You know what I was like when I followed the Jewish religion—how I violently persecuted God’s
church. I did my best to destroy it. I was far ahead of my fellow Jews in my zeal for the traditions of
my ancestors. (Galatians 1:13-14)

- Saul witnessed the death of Stephen and approved the killing of the first martyr in Acts 8:1-3.
- With great zeal for keeping the purity of Judaism, Saul attempted to exterminate the new Jewish sect of

the Way of Jesus.

In Christ: Paul, the zealous Apostle of the Way
- Paul saw and was instructed by the risen Jesus.
- Paul zealously took the gospel message of Jesus to the end of the known world of his day.
- Paul preached the message of the gospel of Jesus that Jesus changes everything (Acts 9:22).

3. Community: Who are my people? Who shares my values?
Before Christ: Saul, the Jew and Pharisee

- Saul was a first-century Jew who grew up in an orthodox home and was educated in Jerusalem under
Rabbi Gameliel. Saul saw himself as part of the story of Israel and was committed to Torah and Temple.
Paul described himself as a “Pharisee of Pharisees” (Phil 3:5).

- Saul did not accept that Jesus, the crucified messiah, was the long-expected Jewish Messiah.

In Christ: Saul, baptized and filled by the Holy Spirit
- Notice that Ananias addressed Saul as “Brother Saul” (Acts 9:17). Ananias understood Saul was a new

person accepted by God and accepted by God’s people.
- Paul realized Jesus fulfilled the story of Israel as the Messiah.
- Paul joined the community of those baptized in the name of Jesus and filled with the Holy Spirit, but many

were afraid of his reputation. Ananias and Barnabas testified to his encounter with Jesus.

Autobiographical Scriptures from Paul:
- Acts 22:1-22; Acts 26:1-23; Galatians 1:11-24; Philippians 3:1-11; 2 Corinthians 11:1-33

Suggested Resources for Further Study:
- Acts (New Testament Everyday Bible Series) by Scot McNight
- Paul: A Biography by N.T. Wright


