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Church signs communicate two ideas:
1. They reveal the nature of the insiders or those who are a part of the church.
2. They reveal to outsiders what the church believes and the nature of the church.

In Acts 2-4, two signs occur, the day of Pentecost and the healing of a lame man.  These signs influence how insiders and
outsiders view this new group of people formed by the resurrection of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit.

BIG IDEA:
The church is a sign witnessing to the transformation available through the resurrection of Jesus

by living in the power of the Holy Spirit.

The book of Acts is a long narrative or story with many speeches. The literary structure is guided by Acts 1:8:
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in
all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

- Jerusalem: Acts 1-7
- Judea and Samaria: Acts 8-12
- Ends of the earth: Act 13-28

Acts 2:1-13: The First Sign - The Day of Pentecost
- The Holy Spirit is a significant character in the book of Acts. Jesus promised the Holy Spirit in Acts 1:8. On

Pentecost, the Holy Spirit is poured out on the followers of Jesus who were praying. The insiders (the disciples and
others) are empowered to proclaim the gospel of Jesus in other known languages to those gathered in Jerusalem.

- The outsiders respond, “They’re just drunk, that’s all” (Acts 2:13)
- Peter, who has experienced the power of the resurrection, preaches that Jesus the Nazarene is the only source of

salvation. Because of the resurrection of Jesus and by the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, Peter was transformed
from a denier to a declarer.

- Outsiders also respond by believing and being baptized. 3,000 people were added to the church that day.



Acts 2:42-47: The Devotion of the First Chruch
- The early church devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, a shared life, eating meals together, and prayer.
- The apostles performed many signs and wonders, and God added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Acts 3:1-26: The Second Sign - Healing a Lame Man
- The Beautiful Gate was on the east side of the walls of Jerusalem. Jesus would have entered this gate on Paul

Sunday. This gate led directly into the Temple court. The gate in now closed.
- Peter and John were doing what Jews did. They went to the Temple to pray and o�er sacrifices. One day they

encountered a lame man, unable to walk.  The man wanted money, but they gave him healing in the name of Jesus
the Nazarene.

- Outsiders were astonished at this healing, and they rushed to Peter to understand what had happened.  Peter
preached again, “You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. And we are witnesses of this
fact.”

- 2,000 outsiders become insiders as a result of this healing sign.

What is a witness, and what does a witness do?
1. A witness experiences or sees an event
2. A witness verbally communicates what they saw or experienced

Acts 4:1-22: Peter Witnesses to the Religious Leaders
- The religious leaders, who were outsiders to this new Jesus movement, experienced the boldness of Peter and John.

They realized they were “ordinary men with no special training in the Scriptures. They also recognized them as
men who had been with Jesus.”

Acts 4:23-31: The Church Prays for Boldness
- After Peter and John were released, they gathered to pray for boldness to proclaim the gospel. The Holy Spirit filled

them again with power and boldness to be witnesses not to themselves but to Jesus.

How are we as a church witnessing to the transformation of the resurrection and the power of the resurrection? Are we
praying for boldness to proclaim the gospel?  Has the Holy Spirit filled you and us as a church? Are we as a church pointing
outsiders to Jesus?

Luke-Acts Reading Plan



Join Harvest Springs as read through Luke-Acts on the YouVersion Bible App.  To join the reading group, go to
harvestsprings.com for an invitation link.


