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Grace Family,

If you could do anything 
you wanted today, what 
three things would  
you do?

This was the question I was confronted with as I read The 
Art of Rest: Faith to Hit Pause in a World That Never Stops by 
Adam Mabry.  As I walked the Camino de Santiago, covering 
that day’s mileage, I wondered aloud, “what would I do?”  
Would I spend time studying Scripture or reading a book 
that aided my relationship with God?  Would I spend time in 
prayer, offering up the petitions of my heart and listening for 
his guidance?  Would I start a conversation with Maurica or 
one of my kids that I’ve been meaning to get to?  Or, would 
I simply go to Netflix and try one of the series it’s always 
“recommending” for me?  

I wasn’t sure.  In fact, I was so unsure, I was unnerved.  What 
did it mean that I didn’t know what to do with “free time?”  
What did it say about my inner life that I couldn’t think of 
three ways to spend a day.  All I could think of were things 
that needed to be done or tasks I thought had to be  
gotten to.  

So, I asked Jesus.  And I waited.  And I kept on hiking.

This was the simple and yet profound walk of the pilgrimage 
on the Camino de Santiago.  Think.  Pray.  Hike.  Repeat.  Mile 
after mile.  Day after day.  Talking (sometimes aloud) about 
what life with Jesus looks like.  

With the help of two coaches, I came into the renewal time 
looking to address these questions:  

Should I be a Christian?
Should I be married?
Should I be a priest?
Should I be a priest at Grace?
I asked them not out of fear or worry that I was “falling 
apart” but in an attempt at an honest evaluation of my life.  I 
needed to know I wasn’t “going through the motions” of life.  
I wasn’t unhappy in any of these areas prior to going.  Just 

A Note from  
Fr. Jonathan

GRACE TO YOU NEWSLETTER | www.graceocala.org2

the opposite actually!  I couldn’t imagine 
life without Jesus, Maurica, or the call 
of the priesthood among my family at 
Grace.  But I needed to examine my 
motives.  I needed to know if I was in 
these relationships for growth, joy, love 
and mutual strengthening or were there 
other reason(s)?  Something darker.  
Something sinfully needy?  I needed the 
space to ask, to pray, to think, to talk 
about it and perhaps, not rush it.

I can tell you that God faithfully met 
me (and Maurica) on the Camino.  He 
patiently walked with me though each 
of these questions.  Each one came 
back with a resounding YES and I was 
amazed as he revealed his truth to me.  
Today I am so blessed and grateful to be 
a Christian, to be a husband, and to be 
a priest.  I am becoming the man God 
wants me to be.

Thank you for allowing me the space 
and time away.  It was a beautiful and 
precious gift.  I have been changed and 
believe my time away will be an asset 
to Grace  Church.  Over the next weeks 
and months I’ll be sharing stories about 
what I learned.  I pray they add to your 
journey.  I pray they inspire and bless 
you.  I pray you take the time needed to 
pray, think, ask what you would do and 
who you would be if you didn’t have to 
“do.”  It’s scary… until you realize Jesus 
has been waiting for you to come to that 
place.

With great love and affection for 
each of you, 

Fr. Jonathan+



Grace Church is a family that does life together. 
Like any loving family we want to know each 
other, communicate with each other, and 
celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, births and 
marriages together. At the end of life we mourn 
together. Our church family can best love and 
support each other when we truly know each 
other.

As Grace Church grows with new members it 
is important that we get to know these new 
members and help make them a part of our 
family. This is what Christ calls us to do. In 
order to do this we need to meet them, talk 
with them, and smile when they are sitting in 
“our pew.” 

Connecting doesn’t just happen. It must be 
intentional. It is just too easy to see our church 
friends and want to talk with them. We may 
have to step out of our comfort zone when we 
see visitors and we introduce ourselves and 
welcome them.

In the month of September some events have 
been planned that will bring us together so that 
we can connect and get know others in our 
family better.

GATHERING IN THE GARDEN  
for early risers before the 8am service on 
September 1, October 6, November 3, and 
December 1 at 7:30am.

CONNECTION SUNDAY 
September 8, Coffee Hours after the 8am and 
10am services. Come and talk and get to know 
someone you don’t know well.

DINNER TOGETHER 
Thursday, October 3 at 6pm, Parish House.  
As a family we will have dinner together and 
get to know each other better. We will also get 
ideas and make plans for more Fall activities.
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BY ELEANOR SIMONS

Connecting & Building Our 
Church community



Those of us attending the 10 AM Service have 
noticed a sweet-voiced lady leading hymns 
and playing the piano. Who might this be? 
She is Grace member Cheryl Dornbush, wife 
of Ross Dornbush, and in this issue of the 
Grace to You newsletter, we’ll learn a bit 
about them.

Cheryl was born in Flint, MI. Although her 
grandfather was a Baptist minister, her family 
worshipped in the Church of God. While living 
in Flint, Cheryl earned an Associate’s degree in 
Science at Mott Community College. In 2002, 
she moved to Deltona, Florida. Cheryl then 
earned a Bachelor’s degree in Church Ministry 
at Warner University in Lake Wales. While 
at Warner, one of her professors suggested 
visiting denominations other than the Church 
of God and Cheryl found herself intrigued 
by the Episcopal faith. She met Ross on the 

online dating service eharmony in 2007 and 
they married in 2008 and moved to Ocala. 
After marriage, Cheryl and Ross began looking 
for a worship home and found what they were 
looking for at Grace: fellow not-yet-retired empty 
nesters, good music, good preaching, and an 
extremely welcoming Priest and congregation. 
Cheryl is currently employed as a Dental 
Assistant at the office of Stephan H. Dunn, DDS.

From childhood, Cheryl has had an interest 
in singing. Her father was the church choir 
director back in Flint. She’s also had training on 
the piano, which we can tell from her beautiful 
playing Sunday mornings. While still in Flint, 
Cheryl worked at a recording studio and sang 
demos with Grand Funk Railroad and Bob Segar. 
She has 3 children, 2 girls and a boy, and 4 dogs: 
2 chihuahuas and 2 rescued greyhounds. Besides 
serving as Hymn Leader and Piano Player, Cheryl 

by Verger Dave Rubin
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sings in the Choir of Grace and belongs to a 
Journey Group. She enjoys working in her garden 
and helping out at Grace.

Ross was born in Montreal, Canada to a French 
Canadian mother and an American father; his 
parents met one another working in a hotel in 
The Bahamas. Growing up in Virginia Beach, 
VA, his parents were not practicing Christians 
but would send him to a local Baptist church 
on Sunday mornings to give themselves some 
time alone. At age 21, Ross became a Christian 
at a Baptist church. He attended Columbia 
International University in Columbia, SC where 
he became a Presbyterian. He moved to North 
Carolina and took a job in Sales and Marketing. 
Sensing a call to the cloth, Ross attended Erskine 
Theological Seminary in the town of Due West, 
SC, and was ordained a Pastor. He pastored 
2 churches: one in Rock Hill, SC, and one in 
Wildwood, FL. In 1998 he left the pastorate and 
went into janitorial supply sales, opening his own 
cleaning company in 2001. Moving to Dunnellon 
in Florida, he operated the cleaning company 
until 2012 when he accepted a managerial 

position at Lawton Brothers in Ocala. In Ocala, 
he and Cheryl attended Presbyterian churches 
but were unable to find their desired balance 
between great preaching, good music, and other 
working empty nester friends until they visited 
Grace. Once again, they found our congregation 
very welcoming, felt a spirit of love as Ruth 
Kraan and others demonstrated our emphasis 
on friendliness and welcoming newcomers, and 
found the reverence and liturgy just what they 
were looking for in worship. Ross is a member 
of the Choir of Grace, the Pastoral Care Team, 
and will soon be joining the Chalice Ministers. 
Ross has 4 children: 3 boys and a girl, and 3 
granddaughters. He enjoys reading and studying 
Scripture, riding his bicycle, playing Scrabble, 
and maintaining his 60 gallon fresh water fish 
tank – but his heart is in Pastoral Care.

So now that you know a bit about Ross and 
Cheryl, have fellowship with them after 
Service or if you see them during the week.
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At Grace we are a congregation filled with 
music, singing praises to the Lord!  We in 
the Handbell Choir feel blessed to be able to 
share our joy with the ringing of bells.  Three 
years ago Wendy Grabe took on the task of re-
establishing a handbell choir at Grace.  Under 
her guidance some of us have been able to play 
bells again and some have learned the art of bell 
ringing for the first time.

Handbells have been a part of some rituals 
beginning in ancient times. They were used in 
worship and as a call to worship. In the 11th 
century, handbells were used during funeral 
processions as can be seen in the Bayeux 
Tapestry.  The first tuned (to musical notes) 
handbells originated in England in the late 17th 
century.  The bells were used to practice change 
ringing. Change ringing is the traditional 
English art of ringing tower bells in a precise 
and often intricate sequence.  Imagine having 
to listen to tower bells being rung for practice!  
By the 18th century groups of ringers had 
begun ringing tunes as we know it today. Bell 
ringing bands were introduced in the United 
States in 1847 by P.T. Barnum.  Today’s choirs 
range from two octaves up to eight octaves.  
At Grace we ring from two to three octaves 

depending on the music and the number of 
ringers available.  

The bells that the Grace ringers use are made 
by Schulmerich Bells and were originally owned 
by Wendy’s mother, Jean Mumaugh.  Wendy 
learned to play bells from her mother around 
the age of ten because Wendy was invited to 
play on a summer tour across the U.S.  Wendy 
played throughout high school and after she 
was married, her mother would visit bringing 
her bells so they could play together at Grace.  
As a result, a bell music ministry for youth was 
started and eventually grew to as many as two 
youth bell choirs and an adult bell choir.  

When Wendy decided she wanted to restart 
the bell choir at Grace using her mother’s bells, 
Josh Head and Sharon Mai encouraged her, so 
she called for parishioners to join the bell choir.  
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The Handbell Choir at Grace
by  Mary-Stewart Lewis

Make a joyful 
noise unto the 
Lord, all the 

earth; 
 Psalm 98:4



Currently the choir has seven regular ringers and 
we have had others join us throughout the past 
three years.  Our ringers include:  Wendy Grabe, 
Jonathan Grabe, Roy Rolle, Dave Rubin, Sharon 
Mai, Cheryl Arnold, Martha Slemmer, Nancy 
Abbott, and Mary-Stewart Lewis.  We practice 
once a week on Wednesdays at 5:30 for an hour. 
Our goal is to grow to eleven ringers so that we 
can use all five octaves of bells. 

Believe it or not, anyone can learn to play bells.  
In fact, you don’t have to be able to read music!  
You only need to be able to count to four. That 
means anyone who is interested can learn to ring 
bells.  We welcome middle school students, high 
school students and adults to come and join.  
Please contact Wendy Grabe if you are interested 
in playing with us.

Ringing in a bell choir is a way to praise the Lord 
using the gifts He has given us and to lift up 
all those who are listening.  It is a magnificent 
ministry that touches both the listener and  
the ringer.
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Beautiful music 
is the art of the 
prophets that can 
calm the agitations 
of the soul; it is 
one of the most 
magnificent and 
delightful presents 
God has given us.    
Martin Luther



How to 

Use Our 

Website

11 You might find an area of 
service that’s a perfect fit 
for you.

12 You can blow up the type 
size on the newsletters, in 
case they’re too small for 
you to read.

13 You’ll know who serves in 
various ministries – again, 
our directory.

14 You might find a good 
biblical name for your next 
child.

15 You’ll know the Holy 
Week or Christmas service 
schedules.

16 You might learn of a 
program or resource 
(opportunity), e.g. financial 
university, that will teach 
you a valuable skill.

17 Sharing something on the 
Web site with a friend is 
easy to do – no stamps 
required!

If your Web surfing doesn’t include Grace’s website, you don’t know what you’re missing. Why not 
vow to spend a few minutes every day for a week to familiarize yourself with it.  

1 You might learn something you didn’t know about the 
church – could be about its history (its past) or its 
events (the present) or its goals (the future).

2 You might see a picture of yourself or your family you’ve 
never seen before.

3 You can see when the next coffee hour or ECW meeting 
is being held.

4 You might decide upon looking at it that there’s 
something you think should be added to the site, thus 
improving it.

5 When you miss church, whether you’re on vacation, 
homebound, or sick, you can still hear the sermon.

6 You might find an event you’d enjoy that you’d 
otherwise overlooked.

7 You might learn something new about Fr. J or Rev. 
Caroline and what he/she believes.

8 You’ll help the church’s number of hits on its Web site.

9 You might be able to (finally) put a face with a name – 
our Directory is now online.

10 You’ll be up to date with special Sundays – e.g. Back-to-
School or Baptisms.

17 Reasons to Use the Grace Church Website

BY ELAINE HEITMAN
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I’ve talked to, listened to, and read 
interviews, blogs, and books by 
dozens of folks who’ve left the 
Christian faith. I’ve yet to hear a 
story from anyone who abandoned 
Christianity based on anything 
directly related to Christianity – at 
least the original version, anyway. The 
decline of Christianity in America, 
the popularity of The New Atheists, 
and the meteoric rise of the “nones” 
underscore something that’s been 
true for generations but didn’t matter 
much until now.

Many expressions of Christianity 
are fatally flawed. Many people see 
Christianity as anti-intellectual, overly 
simplistic, and easily discredited. For 

decades, college professors with biases against religion 
have found Christian freshmen easy targets.

Much of what makes American Christianity so resistible 
to those outside the faith are things we should have been 
resisting all along. While many of us have been working 
hard to make church more interesting, it turns out 
that fewer people are actually interested. Here are five 
reasons people are really leaving the church.

1

We tell people that the Bible is the basis of 
Christianity

 
“Jesus loves me, this I know, For the Bible tells me so.”
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Five reasons People Leave  
the Church BY ANDY STANLEY



It’s a line that many who grow up in the church know by heart, and it reflects a problem in 
modern American Christianity: many of us believe that the Bible is the foundation of our 
religion. 

I recently read a blog post by a former worship leader who left the faith after she read a book 
“proving” contradictions in the Bible. Apparently, she grew up believing the foundation of our 
faith is a non-contradicting book. It’s not. Jesus is. When our faith stands on anything other 
than Christ, we put ourselves (and others) in position to fall.

2

They believe suffering disproves the 
existence of God

Renowned New Testament scholar Bart 
Ehrman says he lost his faith and embraced 
atheism because of suffering in the world. 
And he’s not the only one.

But the foundation of our faith is not a 
world without suffering. Pain and suffering 
don’t disprove the existence of God. It only 
disproves the existence of a god who doesn’t 
allow pain and suffering.

Whose god is that? Not ours. Our God 
promised there would be suffering until he 
makes all things new.

3

They had a bad church experience.

Most bad church experiences are the result of somebody prioritizing a view over a you 
– something Jesus never did and instructed us not to do either. Self-righteousness and 

legalism are leftovers of the Old Testament laws, which Jesus replaced through his death on the 
cross.

Relationships are messy and complicated. But if our actions are rooted in Jesus’ command to 
love one another (John 13:34), we can prevent many of the experiences that lead people away 
from his body.
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4

We’re bad at making people feel welcome

It wasn’t just his message that made Jesus irresistible. It was Jesus himself. People 
who were nothing like him, liked him. And Jesus liked people who were nothing like 

him. Jesus invited unbelieving, misbehaving, troublemaking men and women to follow him and 
to embrace something new, and they accepted his invitation.

As followers of Jesus, we should be known as people who like people who are nothing like us. 
When we invite unbelieving, misbehaving troublemakers to join us, they should be intrigued – if  
not inclined – to accept our invitation.

5

We made ekklesia (the church) a 
building.

The word “church” should’ve never 
appeared in our Bibles. It shouldn’t have become 
part of Christian culture, either. It’s more than a 
mistranslation. It represents a misdirection.

While the majority of your English Bible is a 
word-for-word translation from Greek, the term 
“church” is an exception. The term “church” is not 
a translation. It’s a substitution. And a misleading 
one at that. The term “church” is a derivative of the 
German term kirche meaning: house of the Lord 
or temple. This term of German origin was used 
to interpret, rather than translate, the Greek term 
ekklesia throughout most of the New Testament.

The Greek term ekklesia is translated as “church” 
over one hundred times in your English New Testament, but in Acts 19:32 – a passage describing 
a city in uproar – it’s translated differently. “The assembly was in confusion: Some were 
shouting one thing, some another. Most of the people did not even know why they were there.”

Ekklesia was not, and is not, a religious term. It does not mean church or house of the Lord. 
It certainly shouldn’t be associated with a temple. The term was used widely to describe a 
gathering, assembly, civic gatherings, or an assembly of soldiers. Or as was the case in Acts 19, 
an assembly of rioting idol manufacturers. An ekklesia was a gathering of people for a specific 
purpose. Any specific purpose. It’s not a building. It’s not a physical location. It’s a group of 
people.

It’s a lot easier to stop showing up at a place than it is to disconnect from a group of people who 
intimately know, love, and support each other. If we want people to stop leaving the church – if 
we want Christianity to be irresistible again to the world – then maybe it’s time to take another 
look at the movement Jesus started 2,000 years ago.
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Just as the Colossus of Rhodes stood 
astride the entrance to the island’s 
Mandraki harbor, the Deacon stands 
astride the holy and the mundane: 
one foot in the Church and one in the 
world. In the Book of Acts we read of 
St. Stephen, one of 7 men chosen by 
the Apostles to ensure distribution 
of the offerings to the needy of 
Jerusalem, and later martyred. He 
is generally considered to be the 
prototype for the church’s deacons. 
In the Episcopal Church there are 
2 types of deacons: Transitional 
deacons, who are in the process of 
becoming ordained as Priests, and 
Vocational deacons, who have found 
their church vocation ordained 
into the ministry of Deacons. In 
recent years, we’ve had a number of 
deacons serve at Grace, all vocational, 
including Deacon Mary Delancey, 
Deacon Mike Anderson, Deacon 

Chester Trow, and 
Deacon Martha 
Toney. Currently, 
Susan Moorehead is 
studying to become 
ordained in the 
Diaconate.

Raised in the Baptist 
denomination, 
Susan’s first experience with the Episcopal Church 
happened 4 years ago when she and husband George 
became members of Grace. As a Baptist, Susan’s 
experience of Deacons was non-ordained male Elders; 
after joining Grace and getting to know Deacon Mary 
she had an epiphany. One Thanksgiving, she and George 
were in Greenville NC and he asked her how she felt 
about becoming a deacon herself, and she began to 
feel a call. But Susan had doubts as to her personal 
qualifications, having been in a previous marriage, and 
decided she was unworthy. She joined a Journey Group 
and after about a year of membership took a Spiritual 
Gifts assessment, thinking it would point her toward 
helping out in the kitchen. Instead, after reviewing 

Susan Moorehead: 
Becoming a Deacon
by Verger Dave Rubin
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it, Father Jonathan told her to consider enrolling in 
the Diaconate program. When God wishes you to join 
a ministry, He gives an unmistakable call. Deacon 
Chester received his while taking courses for personal 
enrichment at the Institute for Christian Studies; 
Deacon Mike received his while attending a Quiet Day 
at Grace, and Susan received hers while operating a 
lawnmower for the landscaping company she and 
George own. God told her that if people have concerns 
about her the problems are not with her, but with Him!

There are 3 major stages in becoming a Deacon. One 
begins as an Aspirant, progresses to becoming a 
Postulant, and is finally a Candidate for Ordination. 
Susan is currently in the second stage, having been 
approved by the Diocese’s Commission on Ministry, 
passed a Parish Discernment Committee, interviews 
with the Bishop’s Advisory Commission for Aspirants to 
Ministry, and an interview with the Diocesan Standing 
Committee. She’s finished her first year of course 
work with the Institute of Christian Studies and, after 
finishing one more year, will hold the equivalent of a 
Master’s Degree. At the beginning of Advent this year 
she will be assigned to another church in the Diocese 
for practical training, where she will remain until Easter 
2020 and will be ordained in May, 2020.

Deacons have a personal mission: Deacon Mike worked 
with unchurched homeless men, Deacon Chester with 

interfacing church with downtown 
businesses, Deacon Mary with ending 
sex trafficking and slavery, and Susan 
is no exception. She is passionate 
about the Word of God and desires 
that other people, especially women, 
are aware that they are loved by God 
and that love needs to be the first and 
foremost relationship in their lives. 
She would do whatever is necessary 
to bring others to Christ; provide 
pastoral care, bring joy into their 
lives with the flowers she loves to 
grow, walk with them spiritually in 
stressful times. Susan states that this 
is a journey she never envisioned; a 
journey through the Red Sea chiseling 
away untruths and seeing who she 
is in Christ, that she is qualified only 
through Jesus and wants to take 
other women on her journey. Along 
this journey she has led a Journey 
Group for 3 years, made strings of 
prayer beads, and grown and donated 
vegetables from her garden. And soon, 
God and Bishop Greg willing, she will 
be the Reverend Susan Moorehead, 
Deacon.
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I have reflected on the question of how did I 
receive my call to the Diaconate.  In all candor 
that is a question I have often reflected on as I 
perform my calling to serve God’s people outside 
the Church itself, particularly the poor and 
hungry. That calling has in addition to Sunday, 
Wednesday and Funeral services in recent weeks 
led me to my now typical activities outside the 
church: meetings with Catholic Charities for 
referral information for a homeless woman who 
disclosed to me she is HIV positive and has no 
idea what to do; conferences with the Sheriff’s 
department to retrofit a water fountain at their 
homeless shelter to a fountain and a water 
bottle filling station; working with a homeless 
woman who is probably an heir to a modest gift 
from her grandmother’s estate but has no idea 
how to claim it; and working with two ladies 
at a nursing home to help with the Wednesday 
services we hold at the facility; meeting with ALF 
marketing departments to accumulate materials 

so seniors considering a move from their homes 
to such a facility can easily see what the options 
and costs are; and working with the community 
organization on behalf of the Deanery to 
participate in the annual MLK parade. 

When I first started on the journey toward 
ordination, none of these activities were in 
anyway in my view of what I would be doing 
as a Deacon. I had not received a summary of 
Deacon’s duties from anyone that would have 
given any clue to the activities described above, 
nor did I receive a memo from Jesus telling me 
what my future was to be. I find myself stepping 
into new and uncharted territory on a daily basis. 
I believe every Deacon’s steps to ordination and 
thereafter is a personal journey with many bumps 
and twists, unique to every Deacon.  

My journey began in 2013 as an educational 
effort at the Institute of Christian Studies (ICS) 

   On Being a Deacon

by Deacon Chester Trow
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in Orlando operated by the Diocese. At the 
beginning I had no real intention of becoming 
an ordained deacon. My goal was to be educated 
about what this whole salvation story was really 
about and how it related to me. Then my well 
planned out educational program took a major 
turn to a personal, spiritual journey.  The intense, 
regular scripture study, the writing of papers on 
the materials discussed in the classes, and the 
classes and discussions among the students led 
me to a belief that each Christian is called to do 
far more than show up on Sunday morning. We 
are each called (mandated) by Christ to love all 
persons, and to serve others, especially the poor, 
and to preach the good news of Jesus Christ 
everywhere and at all times. In the midpoint of 
the ICS training I had to make a decision. The 
last portion of their training was available only 
to persons aspiring to be ordained. This was 
entirely foreign territory for me. I knew I wanted 
to continue my studies, but had only the foggiest 

idea what this whole ordination business 
entailed. My wife and I prayed together and 
discussed how ordination would change both of 
our lives. We decided to march forward. The last 
portion of the formal training is for the aspirant 
to be assigned to serve at a parish other than his 
home church. I was assigned to St. Stephens in 
Silver Springs Shores.  The bulk of the parish is of 
Caribbean descent. I fell in love with them in the 
calling to serve them both at church and in their 
homes.  My fate was before me and I proceeded 
to ordination as a Deacon in September 2015 
and have never regretted a moment of that very 
special status. My calling to ordination, as I said 
above, was a journey with bumps and twists that 
combined the ICS training, the support from 
the people of Grace Church, the guidance of 
Fr. Jonathan, and my training and service at St. 
Stephen’s Church.

Deacon Chester Trow now serves at St. Vincent’s Episcopal Church in St. 
Petersburg, Florida

Deacons are the spark to ignite the fire for Christ, 
helping His church be the ‘city on a hill’ and ‘light to 

the world.
Father Jonathan
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