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Perhaps the most immediately noticeable 
element of our worship Service at Grace is 
the person wearing vestments and a black 
collar behind the altar leading us as we join 
together in joyous Communion on Sunday 
morning. He is our priest, Father Jonathan 
French, and despite the fact that he is an 
ordained minister he is just a regular guy 
with a wife, Maurica, and 6 children. In this 
issue of the Grace to You parish newsletter, 
we’ll get to know them better.

Jonathan French was born in Los Angeles. As a 
child, his family moved all over the Southwest 
United States, and most of his relatives still live in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. When Jonathan was 
in 8th Grade, his family moved to Florida where 
he attended Lake Highland Preparatory School in 
Orlando. Although his parents were members of 
the Assemblies of God, Jonathan felt no connection 
to Jesus during this portion of his life. This all 
changed when, after graduation,  he attended the 
University of Florida majoring in History with an 
interest in Latin Studies and in the same week of 
1991 found both Jesus and his wife-to-be Maurica.

Jonathan took his new-found faith very seriously. 
He was a College Campus Minister of the 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship and served 
as a Staff Team Leader for 8 years. He attended 
Seminary at Sewanee: The University of the South 
and planned to seek employment at a church in 
Virginia. God had other plans however: family 
friend Gary Simons suggested to Father Don 
Curran that he offer a position at Grace to Jonathan 
and the Frenches accepted, with Jonathan starting 
here on 6/1/2006. The rest, as the saying goes, is 
history.

Besides being Rector at Grace, Jonathan has 
served in many positions in the Diocese including 
the Commission on Ministry, the Clergy Events 
Planning Team, the Diocesan Task Force for 
Sexuality, instructor for the Institute of Christian 
Studies, and is a former President of the Standing 
Committee – the highest position a parish priest 
can attain. He also serves locally on the Board of 

the Arnette House. In his spare time he enjoys 
running, hiking, backpacking, camping, reading, 
playing video games, and doing DIY handyman 
stuff. He is most proud of the bookcase in his office 
which he built from scratch and invites all to drop 
by and take a look.

Maurica was also born in Los Angeles. Her family 
worshipped as members of the Pentecostal Church 
of God. As a child, she grew up in the Seattle area 
and in 1988 moved to Florida where she attended 
the Westminster Academy in Fort Lauderdale. After 
graduation, she attended the University of Florida 
and St. Leo University. After spending 15 years 
raising their children, Maurica went back to school 
in 2009 and received a degree in Education. She’s 
worked at North Marion Middle School, Howard 
Middle School, and currently teaches AP History at 
Forest High School.

Maurica has been very active at Grace, having 
served as Wedding Coordinator, Youth Group 
Leader, Lay Reader, and Director of Acolytes. In her 
spare time she loves to travel and enjoys reading, 
watching documentaries, sewing, refinishing 
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furniture, yoga, cooking, and crafting.

Other than Jonathan and Maurica, the French 
family consists of four biological children: 
Eliana, who is in Graduate School and recently 
married Kyle Sammon; Alia, who is a Junior at the 
University of Florida; Micah, who is proudly serving 
in the USAF and after finishing training will be 
posted to South Korea; Attie, who is a Senior at 
Forest High School; and two adopted daughters: 
Liza, who works in the HR Department of Home 
Depot; and Morgan, who is the Assistant Manager 
of the Campus USA bank. They share the Rectory 
with 2 dogs: Celia the mini-dachshund, and Milo, 
a vizsla who loves to accompany Jonathan on his 
runs.

When asked about their feelings on Grace Church 
and Ocala in general, Jonathan and Maurica replied 
that they’ve loved their 12 years in Ocala and have 
been happy to raise their kids here and be so close 
to the University of Florida. They are both excited 

by Grace’s new Residency Program and look 
forward to Caroline Miller joining the Grace family 
as our first Resident, and are enthusiastic about 
continued growth at our church including the 
Discipleship Groups and the Open Table ministry. 
They are amazed and humbled by the continual 
outpouring of love the family of Grace showers 
them with: becoming true family to them and 
their children, since they have no biological family 
nearby. They are currently in a time of transition, 
as a house full of teenagers is turning into an 
empty nest; and are learning to enjoy life without 
kids – a new experience. 

So that’s a little insight into our priest and his 
family – now when you shake Father Jonathan’s 
hand as you leave the church, you’ll know a little 
bit more about the man wearing the collar.
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When you look around the world, what upsets 
you?  What makes you despair or fret and 
perhaps worry that everything is falling apart?  
For each of us this is something different.  
Some might list climate change.  Others will 
say race relations.  Still others will say it’s the 
government and it’s action or inaction.  All of us 
have something (or several things!) that make us 
pessimistic about the future.  

But there is an answer to these issues!  It’s not 
solving of each of them individually but doing 
the one thing that will ensure we don’t miss 
the moment: develop more Christian leaders.  
Specifically, I mean developing compassionate, 
Holy Spirit empowered, Gospel driven leaders 
who see the complexities of the world and are 
prepared to engage them at every level.  Jesus 
knows what to do and he wants to use us as an 
antidote for all that ails us.  Because, for every 
issue that plagues us, God is looking to raise 
up Godly leaders who have been equipped and 
prepared for the task ahead.

To that end, Grace Church is dedicating its 
energies to create more leaders though it’s 

“residency program.”  Like a doctor who goes to 
a teaching hospital as a resident after medical 
school, Grace Church is becoming a teaching 
church for new clergy.  These new clergy will be 
with us for 2-3 years and then sent out to lead 
and serve the church and the world.  They will 
be shown the tools to teach, preach and lead 
God’s people and in the community.  They will be 
equipped to lead dynamically. 

Our first resident is Caroline Miller.  She is 
moving from Orlando and will be a part of the 
Grace Church life in every way.  Please welcome 
her at your earliest opportunity and bless her 
with your prayers and love.  She has a terrific 
spirit and is eager to learn what God is doing 
here.  God has created an incredible community 
here and we are the perfect place to train and 
love the next generation of leaders in the church.

As you have more questions about the residency 
program, please reach out to me.  I’d love to 
share more about it with you.

Yours on the Journey,

Fr. Jonathan+
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    Grace residency Program 
Begins with Caroline Miller

(pictured on the left)



The new and improved bazaar is 
coming Nov. 10. This year we’re 
changing up the bazaar to have 
more variety of crafts and fewer 
“used” things. We’re reducing the 
sale to one day (Saturday) and plan 
to let it spill over into Sunday. As we 
explained in the spring newsletter, 
the two projects – the ECW yard sale 
and bazaar -- are separating. We had 
our first stand-alone yard sale in the 
spring and plan to have it again next 
spring. Our goal for the bazaar is to 
expand space for additional crafters 
to join the bazaar.  So, look out for 
hand-made soap, body scrub, bar 
lights, and tooth-fairy pockets.

 If you are a crafter, Pinterest fanatic, quilter, or  potter, please consider offering your 
work. We are hoping to have a greater variety of hand-made items for sale.

 Both of these events raise money so we can help support community missions for women 
and children in Ocala. We want everyone to be involved, so let Carolyn Ayres (352-629-
1148) or Elaine Heitman (352-347-2549) know if you can help.

 We’ll need lots of help on the days before 
the sale as well as November 10, the day 
of the sale. If you can help, please contact 
Elaine or Carolyn.
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Grace ECW Bazaar
Sat., Nov. 10

8am-4pm at the Parish House
Crafts, lunch, jewelry, homemade food 
goods (baked goods, soups, and more)

BY ELAINE HEITMAN

ECW Bazaar Is Coming!



Jesus said: “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
There is no commandment greater than these.”        
   Mark 12:30-31

“The Church is the only institution that exists primarily for the benefit of those who are 
not its members.”
William Temple,  Archbishop of Canterbury, 1942-1944

As Christian’s we know that God wants us to love and serve our neighbors. But who are 
these people we are meant to love and serve? For four weeks in September, we will hear in 
Fr Jonathan’s sermons what it means to be a neighbor. We will then take action to serve our 
neighbors as we are called to do. Together we will explore the concept of “neighbor” and 
what it means to be a neighbor in our highly-connected but often isolating world.
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SEPTEMBER 

IN OUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD:

GRACE 
NEIGHBOR 
CAMPAIGN 



Sept 7 - “Won’t You Be My Neighbor?”: Parish House, 6pm. Child care provided 

The campaign kicks off with a showing of this movie about the life and legacy of Fred 

Rogers, the beloved host of “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood.” Fred Rogers was an ordained 

minister who loved children, and all the world, enough to risk saying and doing what was 

considered radical at the time. After the movie, led by Fr. Jonathan, we will discuss what Mr. 

Rogers’s legacy means for us as a church as we begin this 4-week exploration of how we 

can love and serve our neighbors.

Sept 9 - Back to Church Sunday: Know Your Neighbor, Love Your Neighbor 

We’ll gather to mark the end of the summer and the beginning of our fall schedule. Invite 

a neighbor. Bring a friend. After Church (each service) come to the Parish House for 

food and fellowship as we pack meals and “survival supplies” for homeless neighbors we 

encounter. 

Sept 16 -Freedom Sunday: The Vulnerable Are Our Neighbors 

Slavery still exists today. Learn what it looks like to “seek justice and defend the oppressed” 

in our world as we host Freedom Sunday again this year. Join us in the Parish House for 

coffee and cookies after each service to support the work of International Justice Mission. 

We will write notes of encouragement to the IJM Field office in India. This office has 

successfully facilitated the release of hundreds of men, women and children enslaved in 

brick factories and other exploitation. It is difficult and stressful work, and knowing we are 

praying for them and celebrate their successes helps as they face continued challenges.

Sept 23 - Operation Christmas Child: The Poorest of Children Are Our Neighbors 

Grace Church has a long legacy of partnership with Operation Christmas Child (OCC). 

Each year we collect toys and supplies to send the gift of God’s love around the world. 

Shoebox gifts bring joy to children who may have never received a Christmas gift. OCC 

leads to evangelism, discipleship, and the multiplication of believers and churches. After 

Church (each service) come to the Parish House for food and fellowship as we prepare our 

collected items for their journey around the world. 

Sept 30 - Neighbor Stories: The Struggling in Our Community Are Our Neighbors 

Three community partners serving our community, Interfaith Emergency Services,  Arnette 

House, and Women’s Pregnancy Center will join us at both Services to share how their 

ministries impact the Ocala neighborhood. After each service come to the Parish House 

for refreshments, and to learn more about each organization and how we can be directly 

involved in their ministries.
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February - Savor the Arts 
Dinner Show

February - Liberty 
University Chamber 
Singers Concert

April - Piano Masterclass 
with Rayme Pullen

April - Guest Recital with 
Rayme Pullen and Josh 
Head

May - GSA Sunday at 
Grace Episcopal Church

May - Three Spring 
Recitals

May - Still Dream: GSA’s 
first full-length album

August - Summer Recital

At Grace School of the Arts, 
we are building skill and joy 
with all the families involved 
in our daily work. Our campus 
has experienced some serious 
growth in 2018! A look at some 
of our events since February 
proves that:

By Josh Head

Grace School of the Arts 
is Growing
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The Lord has been so faithful to our 
growing school. 

He has raised up leaders driven by love. 

He’s brought joyful students to our 
community. 

And He’s given us such a beautiful 
space to create music together.

First, you can pray for us. We know that our 
work is making a difference in our students’ 
lives. Our six teachers have been amazed at the 
progress of our students. The progress we’re 
seeing is much bigger than music and the Holy 
Spirit’s involvement is key!

Next, you can attend our events and personally 
connect with a student. A specific, personal 
encouragement goes a long way in the life of a 
young musician!

Finally, you can donate. Students in our 
community often cannot afford music lessons. 
That’s where our Rich Maitha Scholarship Fund 
comes in. Any donation you make to this fund 
goes directly into sending students through our 
program. 

 

Thank you for supporting and partnering with 
us. We look forward to what the future holds.

In Christ, 
Josh Head, Director
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So what are some ways 
you can be involved?



Time Capsules come in many shapes and forms. The 
Grace Time Capsule is a stainless steel cylinder. Time 
Capsules can be buried, sealed in a vault, some have 
even been shot into space. Our time capsule will 
hang in a box designed and made by Morgan Kraan. 
The box is hanging just inside the door to the office 
building. The box is empty now but after the sealing 
and the blessing of the time capsule on Oct. 7th it 
will be placed in the box until the year 2043. 

Many of the members of Grace have written 
notes that will be put into the capsule. Children in 
Children’s Church wrote notes and drew pictures. 
There is still time to write a note. It is an interesting 
exercise to think about what you would say to those 
members 25 years from now. It made me think about 
where we are now as a church and what I hope it will 
be in 25 years.

In addition to the notes there will be Sunday 
Bulletins, newsletters, and other printed materials 
showing who we are today. Be a part of this project.  
If you haven’t written a note there is still time to do 
it. Take it to Rosemary in the office and you will be 
represented in 2043.

Sealed & 
Blessed: Oct. 7

To Be  
Opened: 2043
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Grace Church Time 
Capsule by Eleanor Simons



Every year for the past few years, as summer comes to an end, we celebrate the beginning of the 
school year with Back to School Sunday. It is the signal that summer vacations are coming to an end 
and fall activities are beginning. During the 10am service Fr. Jonathan blesses teachers, school staff 
workers, students, and the backpacks that they will carry with them during the school year. For the 
first time this year the service was followed by a cookout at the church. Good food and fellowship 
took place in the Parish Hall in air conditioning and was well attended. Many comments from those 
attending said that the food was good and this was a good way to begin another school year.
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A LOOK AT 

SUNDAY
BACK TO SCHOOL



UPCOMING eVENTS
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