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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
September-November
Sept. 10 Back to Church Sunday & Coffee Hour
Sept. 14 ECW Meeting 11:30am
Sept. 16 Newcomer Reception

FREEDOM SUNDAY

Sept. 24 Freedom Sunday, Coffee Hour &
Flu Shot Clinic

SEPTEMBER 24

Oct. 1 Women’s Pregnancy Center Baby Bottle
Drive begins
Oct. 3 Understanding your Grief 7pm-8pm
Oct. 7 Animal Blessing
Oct. 12 ECW Meeting 11:30am
ANIMAL BLESSING

october 7

Oct. 12 Being Mortal film and discussion 7pm
Oct. 15 Women’s Pregnancy Center Baby Bottle
Drive ends
Oct. 15 Coffee Hour
Oct. 21 Lay Ministry Retreat
Oct. 28 Operation Christmas Child Shoebox
Packing Party

OpeRation Christmas Child
October 28

Oct. 29 VPK Sings 10am service
Oct. 29 Interfaith Food Drive Begins &
Coffee Hour
Nov. 4 Women’s Pregnancy Center Walk for Life
Nov. 5 Daylight Savings Time ends
Nov. 9 No ECW Meeting

VPK SINGS AT THE 10AM SERVICE
october 29
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Nov. 10-11 ECW Bazaar

GRACE TO YOU NEWSLETTER | www.graceocala.org

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
November-JANUARY
Nov. 12 Bazaar & Coffee Hour 11am
Nov. 12 Recognition of Veterans
Nov. 12 Interfaith Food Drive ends
Nov. 19 Kirkin o’ the Tartans & Coffee Hour

ECW bazaar

Nov. 23 Thanksgiving - Office Closed

NOVEMBER 10-11

Nov. 26 Undecorate the Tree begins
Dec. 3 Advent Wreath Workshop 9am
Dec. 4 Grace School of the Arts Recital I
Dec. 7 ECW Centerpiece Workshop
Dec. 10 Undecorate the Tree ends & Coffee Hour

bazaar & COFFEE HOUR

Dec. 11 Grace School of the Arts Recital II

NOVEMBER 12

Dec. 14 ECW Meeting 11:30am
Dec. 14 VPK Christmas Concert 5:30pm
Dec. 24 Sunday Morning Worship - One Service
at 10am
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services 6pm and 10pm
Dec. 25 Christmas Day Service 10am Office closed

ADVENT WREATH WORKSHOP
DECEMBER 3

Jan. 1 New Years Day - Office closed
Jan. 7 Annual Meeting and Vestry Election
Jan. 15 Martin Luther King Day MarchOffice closed
christmas day service
december 25
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New oFFice Manager: ROsemary Grooms
by Verger Dave Rubin
Normally my article acquaints us with one
of the families in Grace’s congregation.
Our church staff has seen a major change,
with long-time Parish Administrator Martha
Slemmer retiring and moving out of state and
a new Office Manager, Rosemary Grooms,
replacing her. So in this issue of Grace to You,
let’s get to know the person in charge of all
the church’s administrative tasks.
Rosemary is a native Floridian, born in West Palm
Beach. She was raised in the Roman Catholic
faith. Since her father was employed by Lockheed
International, her family traveled around the
globe and she received her schooling in different
locales. Eventually returning to Bradenton, FL,
Rosemary attended Manatee Community College
and finished with a degree in Business from
Keiser University. Rosemary has been working
since age 13 and possesses a well-rounded
employment history. She’s worked in Retail
Sales, as a Legal Assistant, a Property Appraiser,
and an Office Administrator, so she brings many
skills to her job at Grace. Most recently, she
ran the office at The Church in Bradenton, a
member of the Church of God denomination.
Her responsibilities there included managing
the office, managing the buildings and grounds,
acting as Operations Manager, staffing and
running events, administering the church’s
Summer Camp which served about 120 children,
and managing the church’s finances. She also
served as the Personal Assistant to the Head
Minister.
Upon retirement, Rosemary moved to Ocala to
be closer to her 3 sons and 8 grandchildren. Two
of her sons live in Dunnellon and the third in
Cross City. She’s married to Robert, who she met
at the Palma Sola Baptist Church (currently the
Bridge Church) in Bradenton 27 years ago at a
Singles Game Night. In October, they’ll have been
married 25 years. They were wed at that same
church and Rosemary states that “God was and
is the center of their relationship.” Robert was
employed as a delivery driver for UPS, but became
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disabled 15 years ago. Prior to that, he enjoyed
golfing, bicycling, water skiing, and spending
time with family. Rosemary’s spare time interests
include golfing, bicycling, gardening, and
reading. They have no pets.
When asked for some of her philosophy of life,
Rosemary said: “Do not allow people to rob you
of your joy and peace of the Lord;” “Everybody
has a story to tell – take the time to listen to it;”
and “Life is short – I feel blessed and happy to
be here!” And when asked about her feelings for
Grace and our parishioners, she replied that she
found Grace Church to be a very warm-hearted
sweet church, and that it’s members are open
and friendly. She and Robert also were very
impressed by our architecture, especially the way
that the renovation of the Parish House retained
the “bones“ of its original style. She’s truly happy
to have become a member of the Grace family.
So there’s a little bit of information about the
new face in the office. Rosemary worships
elsewhere on Sunday, but if you’re in the area
during the week when the office is open, drop in
and say hello!

GRACE TO YOU NEWSLETTER | www.graceocala.org

SHEPHERDING JESUS’S LITTLE LAMBS
By Deacon Mary Delancey
During the school year, my best days start when
the VPK kids walk into Chapel singing “I am
Jesus’s Little Lamb.” For the second year, Grace
Church has given me the privilege of serving as
VPK Chaplain. And it truly is a privilege. There is
no feeling that can compare to sharing the Gospel
with these little ones who are so open to learning
about God’s great love for them. Many of the
kids do not attend church and Grace VPK may be
the only time and place they regularly hear God’s
Word.
Every Tuesday we hold Chapel, a simple learning
and worship service. In Chapel the children hear
Bible stories and learn how to live out the lessons
they hear. The theme of our Chapel is “We love
because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19). Our goal
is to lead the children to know God’s great love
of them and to share that love in the world. We
send out a monthly newsletter letting families
know what the kids have learned in Chapel. The
newsletter also features hints and suggestions for
raising faithful kids.
Parents entrust their precious children to us for
the school year. We take that trust very seriously.
All of us at VPK are committed to helping the
children grow and flourish. We know that a
child’s spiritual development is an important part
of that growth. As Chaplain, I’m there to serve
the spiritual and emotional needs of the “little
lambs” and their families, as well as the VPK staff.
When a child needs an extra measure of love and
attention or a family is going through a tough
time, I’m there to help. If a child, family member
or staff needs prayer, I will pray with and for
those in need. If someone needs a listening ear,
I’m there for that, too. This year we will be asking
Grace Church to join the prayer team that will
pray for the welfare and growth of the children,
families and staff, as well as for specific needs and
special requests.

If you want to be part of the team praying for VPK
or want to know more about my role, email me at
deaconmary@graceocala.org or feel free to text
me at 352-286-8933.
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podcasts: A NEW FORM OF OUTREACH
by Josh Head

A little over a year ago, Fr. Jonathan and I were
sitting in his office, talking about some exciting
ways God was moving in both of our lives. I was
feeling some immense growth as a leader, and
Fr. Jonathan was being pushed to new places
in his walk with Jesus. We both were feeling
empowered and emboldened to be courageous
as fathers, husbands and as leaders at Grace.
The cause of our growth? It was Podcasts.
During this season of my life, I would turn on a
leadership podcast every time I got in my car or
did the dishes. Fr. Jonathan, while walking his
dog, was so moved by a sermon from Francis
Chan that he kneeled in the middle of a park

6

to pray. What we listen to matters, and these
podcasts in our headphones have been real
catalysts for growth in both of our lives.
Out of that experience, we created our very
own podcast here at Grace. Since June 2016,
we’ve uploaded sixty-four episodes. Our weekly
content is a real outreach into the lives of those
who listen! We’ve received messages from those
at Grace and from listeners in other states,
describing how the conversations on our “Race
and Story” series helped them see the story
of Racism in America in a new light. We’ve
experienced a rejuvenation of prayer by our
“Prayers of the People” series, in which
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Fr. Jonathan interviewed each city leader that we pray for every Sunday morning. Our “Three Pastors
Conversations” have served as deep, theologically rich discussions around things like Sports,
Fatherhood, and Terrorism. And of course, most of our Sunday morning sermons are also uploaded
weekly, so you can share with a friend who needs to hear the Word of God preached boldly.
Each time we create a podcast episode, my prayer is it will be a conversation that will help us
grow closer to Jesus and to each other. I encourage you to find us on iTunes or any podcast app,
subscribe, and write a review. This truly helps us increase our visibility and listener base. We’re
currently the 10th most-listened-to Episcopal Podcast in the world!
We’re releasing two new series by the end of this year. They’ve already been recorded and let me tell
you: they are very powerful and inspiring! So look for those in September. If you have any questions
about how to subscribe, just find me (or another millennial) and we’ll be happy to help you!

A LIst of all our Series
Weekly Sermons
Three Pastors Conversations
Prayers of the People
Create or Consume - Principles for Technology in a Christian life
Christ in the Marketplace
Conversations with Partners in Ministry
Race and Story
God and Sex (coming September 2017)
His Story at Grace (coming Winter 2017)

TWO

WAYS

TO LISTEN

www.graceocala.org/activities-sermons-more/sermons-and-podcasts/

Search for "Grace Episcopal Church"
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Evening Grief Support
Group Forming

If you were unable to attend the Friday morning grief support group “Understanding Your Grief,” an
evening group is now being formed. Starting Tuesday, October 3rd, we will meet in the Brides Room from
7:00 to 8:00 P.M. The Brides Room is located behind the stage in the Parish House.
“Understanding Your Grief” is a ten week compassionate journey of validating your feelings, your
emotions, your doubts, your fears, your very spiritual being. In the group you can share your journey
without fear of judgment, or you can just listen and learn from others. No one is pressured to talk. You do
that by your own choice.
There is also a very real spiritual component as we explore our relationship with God, how He is present
with us in our grief, and brings us to that place of healing and reconciliation. Also, every morning for ten
weeks group participants receive an email passage of Scripture that attests to God’s presence with us, His
compassion for those who mourn, and His tender loving care. It’s just a great way to start the day.
This group is open to anyone in the community. If you know of someone who has lost a loved one and
might be in need of support, please give them the contact information.

For more information or to register, contact Don Hires at donhires2@gmail.com or call
him at 502-2860.
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COMING IN OCTOBER

“Being Mortal: Medicine and
What MatteRS in the End.”
"Being Mortal" is a PBS Frontline film based
on the besting selling book of the same name
by Dr. Atul Gawande. Dr. Gawande is a surgeon
at Boston's Brigham and Women's Hospital
and the Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. He is
also a writer for The New Yorker magazine.
In partnership with Grace Church and Hospice
of Marion County, the documentary will be
shown in the Parish House on Thursday,
October 12th at 7:00 P.M. There will be a panel
discussion afterwards. The public is invited,
but due to limited seating, reservations are
required. Grace members can email Don Hires
at donhires2@gmail.com or call him at 5022860.
This Frontline video follows Dr. Gawande as
he explores the relationships between doctors
and their patients who are nearing the end
of life, and the discussions that need to take
place.

This is a compassionate and compelling video every family should watch and discuss.

Coming Soon.....ChristCaRe!
A New ProgRam in PastoRal CaRe

GRACE TO YOU NEWSLETTER | www.graceocala.org

8

ERIC Hooper: A HERO
Don Hooper Shares Eric’s Story
Don Hooper, member of Grace Church and the Grace Choir, has always been proud of his son.
But this year in an awards ceremony his son was recognized for Valor for saving a man’s life. Don
couldn’t be more proud.
Don’s son, Eric, is a sergeant at the Ocala Police Department. Last September he and Casey Eades
were called to an overpass where a man was distraught and wanted to take his own life. Eric and
Casey attempted to talk him back to the safe side of the bridge’s railing, but were not successful.
Eric and Casey made a decision and reached for and grabbed the man by the arms just as his feet left
the ledge. It had been raining and the man was slippery and difficult to hold. As the man began to
fall Eric and Casey managed to hang on to him and wrestled him back over the railing and onto the
sidewalk of the bridge. They stayed with him and held him there until other officers arrived to assist.
Later it was learned that the man suffered from bipolar disorder.
Eric and Casey put their lives in danger of being dragged off the bridge with the man, and their
determination to hang on to him saved the man’s life. Don has every reason to be very, very proud.
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A LETTER FROM BARBARA MOORE
Dear Fr. Jonathan and Grace Episcopal
Church,

I wish you all rooting’-tootin’ blessings and
happy trails.

Thank you for listening to the voice of God as
you created a little schoolhouse with a red door
ministry. It has been my privilege and joy to use
God’s gift of teaching to serve Him in that little
schoolhouse.

In His Service,
Barbare Moore
Lead Teacher (AKA, Buckaroo Barb)

The staff at Grace VPK, the families that walked
through those red doors, and especially, the little
ones, have enriched and blessed my life.
As you may know, a classroom theme dear to my
“cowgirl heart,” has been Western— inspired by
my childhood in Arizona. We have rounded up
many buckaroos at Grace VPK, and lassoed them
with love and the word of God, as we taught
them the “3 R’s.”
I look forward to God’s calling to new adventures
and happy times with my husband, 4 children,
7 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren. As I
leave Grace VPK as a teacher, I will continue to
be a prayer warrior for all the people in the little
schoolhouse with the red door, as well as its
founding church body!

“Until we meet again, may
the good Lord taKe a
LIking to you.”
Roy Rogers
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UPCOMING eVENTS
Nov. 10-11 ECW Bazaar

Dec. 24 Sunday Morning Worship - One Service 10am
Dec. 24 Christmas Eve Services 6pm and10pm

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
510 S.E. Broadway Street
Ocala, Florida 34471
Phone: (352)622-7881
www.graceocala.org
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