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Dear Grace Family,

By now, hopefully, 
you’ve heard that I 
will be away from 
Grace from June 
1st to August 10th 

on a clergy renewal program.  This is my first renewal time 
after 13 years at Grace and thanks to a couple of mentors/
coaches, I have a clear idea of what God is calling me to do, 
study and be during the renewal.  I have four goals for my 
time away:

Pray and connect with the Lord along the pilgrims way 
of Camino de Santiago.  In English it is the “Way of St. 
James” and it is an ancient pilgrimage route in Portugal 
and Spain.  For over a thousand years Christians have 
walked the pilgrims way to the tomb of St. James (Jesus’ 
1/2 brother) and in doing so have spent significant time 
in prayer, contemplation and spiritual growth.  Maurica 
and I will be walking a little more than 220 miles of coastal 
pilgrimage route as we listen to the Lord together.

The pilgrimage comes at a significant time in our lives as 
we are about to be empty nesters.  We both feel the strong 
need to reconnect and envision what our lives will look 
like going forward without children at home.  Many of you 
have offered helpful advice in this area and now we need 
to pray and listen for what is next for us.

I will be reading ~13 books, several of which are about 
“rest” and “sabbath.”  As I’ve written before, these are 
generally foreign concepts to me and yet, clear commands 
of God!  I plan on reading and writing about these themes 
as they apply to my life, my leadership at Grace and the 
places I need to allow the shalom of God to invade and 
consume me.  I confess again this is a great challenge for 
me and probably one of the areas I’m most nervous about.

Finally, I will be working and reading about something that 
is completely non work related.  My coaches have told me 
it’s essential not to turn the renewal time into a long work 
trip and the way to do that is to focus on something that 
“can’t be used for work.”  So, right now, I’m planning on 
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reading several books about global 
energy consumption and solutions.  (I 
know.  It sounds nerdy to me too.)  For 
reasons I can’t explain, energy usage is 
a fascinating discussion.  Additionally, 
we will be visiting our son Micah in 
South Korea where he is serving in the 
Air Force.

Please be in prayer for us!  We covet 
your prayers about any and all of 
these topics.  (Well, if you don’t want 
to pray for my energy learning, I’ll 
understand.)  I’m both excited by 
this opportunity but nervous about 
intentionally unplugging.  That is 
not something I’ve ever done and 
imagine that it will be difficult.  Pray 
for deep and rich conversations 
with Maurica about where our life is 
heading.  Pray for us as a couple to 
experience joy and life.  Pray that our 
time with Micah will be fun, filled with 
meaningful connections.  Pray that 
the Lord would speak LOUDLY and 
CLEARLY as we walk the Camino.  Pray 
that we would connect with him over 
and over and over.  Pray that each mile 
would be walked with him.

Finally, thank you!  Thank you for 
giving me space and time to have this 
journey.  I don’t know what is going to 
happen or what will come out of it but 
I trust God.  And you’re blessing us 
with this time away is a wonderful and 
sacred blessing.  THANK YOU.

See you in August!  God bless you 
and keep you until we meet again!

Fr. Jonathan+



A Note from  
Fr. Jonathan

We are brothers and sisters in Christ and as 
such should try to familiarize ourselves with our 
fellow Grace congregants, long-time and brand 
new, young and old, First Service and Second 
Service. In this story, I’d like to tell you a bit 
about the life of Andy Rose.

Andy was born to Presbyterian parents in Akron, 
OH, but moved frequently in his childhood. 
Texarkana, TX back to Akron then to Tuscaloosa, 
AL where he attended grade school at the 
University of Alabama, met Bear Bryant and 
heard the Bear refuse to run for Governor 
because it would be a demotion, and finally 
to Hialeah, FL, a suburb of Miami where he 
remained until college. Andy was a member of 
the first graduating class of Hialeah High School. 
After graduation, Andy attended the University 
of Florida, working summers in the news room 
at the Miami Herald, but was drafted into the 
Army between his sophomore and junior years. 
While at the University of Florida, Andy met his 
wife-to-be, Jeanie. She was studying veterinary 
medicine but, after Andy got stationed with 
the 1st Infantry Division, Ft. Riley, KS, gave up 
her studies to marry him. They had a daughter 

and at age 24, Andy was a family man. After his 
enlistment ended, Andy and family returned to 
the Miami area where he ran a linotype machine 
at the Herald for 7 years before he resumed 
his education at the University of Florida.  He 
received Bachelor and Master of Science degrees 
in Agriculture specializing in fruit crops.

Education completed, Andy was hired by 
the Libby McNeal and Libby Company in the 
research division. Libby was soon to become a 
division of Nestle Foods. Libby, owning 5000 
acres of citrus in the Clermont area, put him 
in charge of research for FL, GA, and Central 
America.  Besides Florida he spent considerable 
time in Belize, Central America. Andy was 
instrumental in the development of the 
pineapple industry in Florida, culminating with 
the production of over 2000 acres of pineapples 
in Collier County. Nestle eventually sold off Libby 
McNeal and the new owners were not interested 
in research, so at age 47 Andy retired and joined 
the faculty of the University of Florida School of 
Agriculture as an Area Specialist for Commercial 
Horticulture working with fruit crops. Twenty 
years later, at age 67, Andy again retired.
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Getting to know  
ANDY ROSE by Verger Dave Rubin



Jeanie was always an animal lover. She was the 
second woman to graduate from the University 
of Florida with a degree in Animal Husbandry and 
the first female president of the animal fraternity, 
Block and Bridle. While in Central Florida, a local 
pathologist was so impressed by the speed at 
which she got results that he convinced her to 
start a private lab which has now become Quest 
Diagnostics. Their daughter Debra worked as a 
molecular biologist at Indiana University but got 
fed up with academic politics and began a new 
career as a traveling nurse. Sadly, after 48 years 
of marriage, Jeanie passed away in 2009.

Although they were married in a Roman Catholic 
church, Andy and Jeanie compromised on 
attending a Methodist congregation. This left 
them both unhappy so, after doing some church 
shopping, they found themselves content as 
Episcopalians attending St. Stephen’s Church 
in Coconut Grove. Over the years, the couple 
owned dogs, cats, a civet cat, a skunk, a bobcat, 
snakes, ferrets, tropical fish, cows, horses, and 
bred dwarf hamsters. One of their fillies was 
a descendent of Man o’ War/ Top Flight. Andy 
currently shares his house with Blue, a Blue 
Point Siamese cat.

While employed by the University of Florida, Andy 
was based at the Extension Office in Inverness 
and became a member of St. Margaret Episcopal 
Church. He was active there, serving on the 
Vestry and chairing the Pastoral Care Committee. 
Discovering that there were about 60 members 
of his high school graduating class in the general 
area, Andy took part in a 52nd class reunion in 

Ocala. There he again met Helen Grimes who 
had graduated high school with him; her spouse 
had also passed away and although they had 
not associated with one another in school, they 
became very close friends and remain such. 
Having moved to Ocala, Andy visited Grace 
and chose to make it his church home. He’s 
served on our Vestry and is currently an Usher, 
a member of the Men’s Bible Study group, and 
has signed up to serve at Interfaith. He attends 
the 8:00 Rite 1 Service except on those weeks 
when he ushers for the 10:00 Rite 2 Service, and 
very much enjoys Father Jonathan’s Bible Study 
class between the Services. He loves the 8:00 
Service because of the quiet time before the 
Service which allows reflection and prayer. He 
finds this difficult at the 10:00 Service because 
of all the bustle and distractions but says that it’s 
wonderful that people have a choice of which to 
attend.

A few random facts about Andy: he had his 
cataract surgery done by Dr. James Gills, who 
invented the procedure; he’s met golfers Sam 
Snead and Ben Hogan; he knows the grandson 
of Barron Collier, for whom Collier County was 
named and who farms about 2 million acres 
there, and was invited twice for 3 day fishing 
trips by Francis Langford, the actress and wife 
of Ralph Evinrude of Evinrude outboard motors 
(got sick both times). Andy has owned a 20 acre 
island near Ozela south of Crystal River. And now 
that you know a bit more about Andy, be sure to 
greet him when you see him on a  
Sunday morning!
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Andy ROse 
enjoying the 
fellowship 
at Men's Bible 
Study 



Pastoral care is the official expression of the church’s care for those who are sick, in hospital, or 
recovering. While visits from friends are an important type of personal care, pastoral care is how 
the church as a whole cares for its members. It is an act of corporate love and concern.

At Grace, the Pastoral Care Team provides that care. The members of the team regularly visit with 
those who are in hospital, rehab, or recovering from illness. Pastoral Care Team members talk 
with, encourage, and pray with those they visit, as well as keeping the church updated on their 
progress. 

If you or someone you know is sick or in hospital, please contact the church office so that the 
team will know to visit. 
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If you would be interested 
in learning more about the 

Pastoral Care Team, or joining 
it, contact rev. Caroline at  

caroline@graceocala.org.

PASTORAL CARE
by The Rev. Caroline Miller



So who’s that guy in the black and grey robes 
carrying a stick who sometimes is in the Procession? 
That’s Dave Rubin, Grace’s Verger. I’m not ordained, 
like a Bishop, Priest, or Deacon; but am a member 
of the laity who has taken certain vows. In ancient 
days, the job of the Verger was to protect the 
members of the Procession from animals or people 
who might want to steal the holy vessels. Nowadays, 
the Verger can best be described as the butler of 
the church. I’m kind of a perfectionist; and it’s my 
responsibility to see that all the different parts of 
the Service, like Ushers, Readers, Chalice Ministers, 
Acolytes, Sound Board Operators, and others all 
work together; so the ordained folk can do what 
they do best: lead the congregation through a joyous 
and successful worship experience here at Grace. 
At a cathedral, the Verger will lead the procession, 
setting a dignified pace and pointing out to visiting 
clergy where they sit for the service.  Here at Grace, 
things are simpler. I may not be in the Procession or 
sitting behind the altar every Sunday, but you may 
be sure that I’ve been working behind the scenes to 
ensure that everything runs smoothly.

 
Other duties of a Verger might include the 
monthly scheduling of Lay Ministries such as 
Readers, Prayer Team, and others; answering 
questions members of the congregation might 
have concerning liturgical issues; and working 
with the Clergy and office staff to ensure 
that the Service Bulletin is accurate for the 
current liturgical season. I find it a rewarding 
and enjoyable calling, and would encourage 
anybody with an interest in the Church’s liturgy 
and in helping out behind the scenes to contact 
me or a member of the Clergy to discuss serving 
Grace as a Verger.
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The Ministry of a Verger 
by Dave Rubin



On April 5th Grace Episcopal Church received the Community Advocate of the Year Award at a 
luncheon held by the fifth Judicial Circuit. The award was given in recognition of all that the Grace 
church members have given over the years to the Arnette House Group Homes. Members of the 
church have volunteered at the Group Homes teaching skills that are needed in life like cooking, 
sewing, auto care, and simple building skills. At Christmas Grace members generously give to 
“Undecorate the Tree” so that the teens can enjoy activities on their Christmas break that teens in 
families take for granted.

This year Grace members started the first 
Open Table in Marion County with the 
goal of mentoring and supporting a young 
person aging out of foster care by building 
relationships. Members of Grace meet 
monthly with this young person and together 
they set goals and work on ways to attain 
those goals. A second Open Table group is 
being trained and will work with another 
youth from the foster care system.

Grace Church volunteers and member’s 
donations are making a difference in the 
lives of young people in our community.

Left to right Buff Moring, Joan Canzoneri, Eleanor Simons, Annette  Holland, 
Deacon Mary Delancey, Amy RObertson, and Marcia Hilty, Guardian ad litem Ex-

ecutive Director for the 5th Judicial Circuit
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Grace Church receives 
Community Advocate Award

BY ELEANOR SIMONS
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On May 17th, the doors of The Lively House 
will close for the last time as the Grace 
Episcopal VPK. They will reopen this August for 
kindergarteners and first graders of Ambleside 
School. I extend my sincerest appreciation to 
the many parents and members of Grace Church 
who supported our mission over the past nine 
years! It has been a true joy being the director 
of this little school and working with so many 
wonderful preschoolers! Thank you for this 
amazing “post-retirement” experience! May 
the future students in The Lively House find 
as much joy in learning and attending classes 
within these historic walls as our little VPK 
lambs have!
Shirley Webb, Director

It has been my pleasure and privilege to serve 
as Chaplain to the VPK students, their families 
and the VPK staff. These years have been a 
wonderful journey with the Little Lambs as they 
have learned about Jesus and His great love for 
us all.
Deacon Mary Delancey, VPK Chaplain

by Eleanor Simons

A Closing for VPK &  
a New Beginning for the lively HousE



Many years ago the rector asked Ann 
Anderson to start doing meals for 
a class that was meeting and that 
started her time in the kitchen at 
Grace. The church had bazaars early 
on, but one rector did not want them 
and they were discontinued for a 
time. When they began again under a 
new rector they started to serve food 
and Ann created a menu naming the 
food from the “Angel Café.”  

Annette Holland started helping Ann 
in the kitchen. Annette moved away 
for 12 years but returned and started 
helping again. Over time, as Ann was 
making the bulk of the items to be 
sold at the bazaars, as well as heading 
up the kitchen, Annette took over 
being the volunteer kitchen manager. 

Of course, Ann remained a huge presence there for the 
many functions requiring food. No one knows exactly 
when the ladies became the “kitchen angels,” but when 
Annette was on a trip she came across a sign that now 
hangs above the kitchen door that says “Angels Gather 
Here.”  And do they ever! They provide the wonderful food 
for the bazaar, the church coffee hours, wedding and 
funeral receptions, the 80 and Over party, and any other 
events the church schedules where they are asked to 
provide the food. 

In addition to working in the kitchen, Annette goes 
to Gainesville once a month (other than summer and 
spring) to bring dinner to UF students at the Chapel of 
the Incarnation. There have been many other occasions 
when food has been provided by our “Angels.” Some of 
these wonderful ladies include Ann and Annette, Lise 
Kent, who claims not to be an angel but whose presence 
in the kitchen has been very obvious. Darlene Trowbridge, 
a fairly recent recruit who says she was hijacked by 
Annette. Other Angels are Jackie Blasucci, who has been 
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Kitchen Angels
by Martha Anne Williamson



serving since about 2002, Mary Baines, who has 
served for many years, Carol Ann Wicklein, who has 
served for many years, Pat Harris, who has helped for 7 
or 8 years, Carolyn Ayres, Gail Van Deusen, has helped 
for 7-8 years but now lives in Ormond, so her “wings 
are shorter now,” Elaine Heitman, who says she’s not 
one of the angels, Cookie Zeuch and Lynn Nobles, 
who I didn’t get to speak with, and last but not least 
our recently dearly departed Elaine Sarbeck and Mary 
Hires, who are greatly missed. 

To a person these wonderful ladies say they love doing 
this, being a service to the church, having the fun and 
fellowship that goes on, meeting new people, and 
just generally enjoying working together.  I would be 
remiss in not including Doc Finn, Drick Heitman and  
Frank BIasucci, and I am sure there are countless 
others who have helped in the past and help currently 
who are not mentioned here and I apologize if I have 
overlooked someone.  What they all want is some 
younger, new blood to join them, but of course they 
welcome anyone! So please consider volunteering and 
if you don’t want to cook, there are many other ways 
to help. Come join the fun!
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GARDEN DEDICATION

ANN & ED ANDERSON

Caroline’s ordination

CHUrcH PICNIC

CHUrcH PICNIC

Looking Back at Some 
recent Events



UPCOMING eVENTS

FRIDAY JUNE 7TH AT 6 PM
BRING YOUR FRIENDS  

& NEIGHBORS

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHUrcH
510 S.E. Broadway Street
Ocala, Florida 34471
Phone: (352)622-7881
www.graceocala.org
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