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The Grace Residency Program
by Eleanor Simons
We are all familiar with medical residents. They
leave medical school with a lot of book learning
and as residents work along side experienced
doctors treating real people. Soon here at Grace
Church we will begin our own residency program
with a young man or woman finishing seminary
or finished with seminary. He or she will work
with Fr. Jonathan, the vestry, staff, and you and
me, the members of Grace Church.
Fr. Jonathan says, “The residency program is
designed to invest in, care for and grow the
leadership abilities, skills and capabilities of
our resident over a three year period. At the
end of the residency, the resident should have
experienced most typical ministry situations and
be prepared to lead a congregation of his or her
own.”
Our resident will spend three years with us
because there is a lot to learn and it takes time
to learn. Fr. Jonathan says, “To become a leading
learner is to become a tacit learner or learning
by doing with one another.” Our resident will
participate in and contribute to the daily life
here at Grace. The opportunities for learning
are many: discussions with Fr. Jonathan,
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Sunday services, sermons, vestry meetings, staff
meetings, Sunday school, Life on Life Groups,
VPK, and many outreach opportunities.
Our resident will get to know us, the members
of Grace, real people with real needs. He or she
will get to know Fr. Jonathan and his family.
Our resident will work with our deacons, staff,
and volunteers. Each one of us will have a
chance to be a part of the learning experience
and mentoring of our resident. He or she
will benefit from our feedback, support, and
encouragement.
In addition to being involved here at Grace
Church our resident will also be involved with
other nonprofits in our community where there
are many opportunities to learn. Our resident
will participate in the Diocese, meeting other
clergy and attending conferences.
Keep Fr. Jonathan in your prayers as he
interviews candidates for this program. Pray for
the candidate that will become our resident.
Pray that this program, as Fr. Jonathan says,
“will contribute to the building of the Kingdom
of God in Ocala and in the world.”
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BY ELEANOR SIMONS

celebrating our senioRS
In 1998 during an ECW meeting one
woman mentioned she was hosting
a tea party in a local restaurant for
a friend to celebrate her birthday.
She invited any ECW members who
wanted to join them. Over thirty
women showed up and it was a
wonderful afternoon.
Unfortunately tea parties were new
for this restaurant, and it turned out
to be a serving disaster. The ladies
attending talked about how much
better they could do it at Grace. As
Libby Robinson and Ann Anderson
talked about it they came up with
many ideas. Realizing they couldn’t
celebrate the many birthdays on an individual basis, they came up with the idea of having
one large party honoring those women who were 85 or older. Women of the church would
be invited to attend and make this a true celebration.
Invitations were sent out, the parish hall was decorated, flower arrangements were added,
tea was served, cakes were baked by members, and music was played. Because of the
success of this first celebration the ECW decided to make this an annual event.
In 2008 with the many changes at Grace
Church there were no longer enough
women who were 85 or older to warrant
such a party. It was decided to lower the
age to 80 and include the men.
In the past the celebration was held on
a Saturday. This year it was moved to
Sunday after the second service so that
more members, especially our children,
could attend. During the luncheon
younger members asked our senior
members a series of questions. There was
a lot of good food, fellowship, laughter,
conversation, and a good time was had by
all. The celebrating of our senior members
continues.
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summer

movie
nights
FRIDAY JUNE 8

The Incredibles, Come dressed as your
favorite Incredible character and win a door prize.
Starts at 6 pm.
Rated PG

FRIDAY JULY 13

Secondhand Lions - In this family-friendly comedy drama,
Walter (Haley Joel Osment) is a shy and bookish boy just short
of his teens whose mother impulsively decides to leave him for
the summer with his eccentric grand-uncles. Starts at 6pm.
Rated PG-13

FRIDAY AUGUST 3

The Lion The Witch and The Wardrobe - Come dressed as your
favorite Narnia character and win a door prize. Starts at 6pm.
Rated PG

There will be popcorn, popsicles and hotdogs. Bring your neighbors, cousins, Aunts, Uncles
and your Grandparents. Bring a lawn chair...…
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MARCH
June 3 Graduate Sunday
Operation Christmas Child Collection 		
begins

occ collection
JUNE 3

June 8 Summer Movie Night,
“The Incredibles,” Parish House, 6pm
June 10 Time Capsule Launch, Parish House, 		
11am
June 17 Father’s Day
June 18 First Service at Grace in this location 		
in 1905

first service at Grace

JUNE 10

July 4 Independence Day, Office Closed
July 13 Summer Movie Night,
“Second Hand Lions,”
Parish House, 6pm
Aug. 3 Summer Movie Night,
“Narnia,” Parish House, 6pm

SUMMER MOVIE NIGHTS
JUNE 8, JULY 13, AUGUST 3

Aug. 19 Back to School Sunday
Aug. 26 VPK Sunday
Ice Cream Social,
Parish House, 11am
Sept. 3 Labor Day, Office Closed

VPK SUNDAY
AUGUST 26
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Getting to know THE GILMANS
by Verger Dave Rubin
We members of Grace Episcopal Church
are proud to consider ourselves a family of
Christians with members of all ages, from
children to elders “full of years.” And as
family, we should know one another; in
this article we’ll get to know Nate and Patti
Gilman better.
Nate was born in the town of St. Johnsbury, VT. His
mother belonged to the Roman Catholic faith and
his father was a non-practicing Christian. Nate’s
grade school was the St. Johnsbury Academy and
he attended college at the University of Vermont,
where he met his wife-to-be, Patti. After graduating
with a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology and Physics
Nate married Patti in an Episcopal church on
August 29, 1954 and joined the U.S. Army. Nate
was posted to Germany where, with a rank of First
Lieutenant, he became an instructor at the NCO
Academy. He and Patti also had their first child,
Cindy, there. Since Nate’s parents lived in Ocala,
they came here after his discharge where he got
his start at Scudder’s auction gallery. Nate and
Patti then moved to New York City where he got a
job with Proctor and Gamble. His next job was as
a Management Consultant, traveling around the
country helping companies with their scheduling
problems. While involved with this, Nate suffered a
slipped disc and decided it was time to settle down.
The Gilmans returned to Ocala where Nate got a job
with the School Board as Deputy Superintendent
under Mack Dunwoody. Around this time, Father
Maurice Benetiz visited the Gilmans and invited
them to Grace. They’ve been active members
ever since. This was the time of the Civil Rights
Movement and Nate had responsibility in the area
of desegregating Marion County’s schools. He was
assisted in this work by Father Nelson Pinder, a
black Episcopal canon from the Diocese, as well as
Father Al Durrance. Later Nate worked as Managing
Director for Clark Properties and as President of
the Service Division of Midstate Federal. He was
also elected as a member of the School Board,
worked for the United Way, and finally retired.
Except he really didn’t! Nate volunteered with the
Guardian ad litem program, advocating for children
in need; helped start the Swingset Playschool,
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which grew into Childhood Development Services,
and became a member of the Rotary Club where
he engages in a multitude of volunteer activities. A
50 year member of Grace, he’s held virtually every
non-ordained position that exists: Senior Warden,
Treasurer, Reader, to name a few. Nate’s comment
on his church: “If I’m a part of it, I’m going to be a
total part of it.” He’s currently a Reader at the 8:00
Service and attends the Men’s Bible Study Group.
He loves to spend time with his family, and lists
boating as his spare time hobby.
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Patti was born in New York City where she was
baptized into the Episcopal Church. She chose to
attend the University of Vermont mostly because
she liked the idea of the winter sports available
there. Since her parents were non-believers, she
visited churches of many denominations; but
whenever a major life issue occurred, she’d go to
an Episcopal church for comfort and prayer. She
became a confirmed Episcopalian when she joined
Grace. Although Patti majored in English and
Psychology, she was a stay-at-home mom, raising
her 5 children, until she and Nate set down roots
in Ocala. A year after arriving here, she became a
Social Worker with the State of Florida. Coming
from New York, Patti was unaccustomed to the
social and economic conditions prevalent and,
after much prayer at Grace Church, felt a call to
improve conditions for the poorest and most
defenseless. With the help of Father Tom Knox,
curate of Grace, she helped found the Volunteer
Service Bureau. She also helped found the
Swingset Nursery, a daycare center for low income
mothers, which has grown to cover 16 Central
Florida counties. Patti and Nate were also on the
founding Board of the local chapter of Habitats for
Humanity and, after Father Al Durrance suggested
that the local churches pool their funds to provide
assistance for the homeless, helped him begin
Interfaith. She also served on the founding Board
of Arnett House. Prior to her retirement, Patti
was assigned the task of recruiting and training
foster families in Marion County. She grew the
number of foster homes from 1 to over 100. As
a member of the League of Woman Voters, Patti
was instrumental in getting Ocala to annex West
Ocala so the residents there could receive City
services such as Police and Fire Department. After
retirement, Patti took classes in Drawing and
Painting. Only then, at age 65, did she discover
that she’s a wonderfully talented artist with works
shown in galleries around town as well as Central
Florida College, the Courthouse, and a number of
private residences. Patti proudly describes Nate
and herself as liberal Democrats who love Obama.
I think we can add “activists for justice and
equality” to that.

with a dog, Toby, and have had many cats and dogs
over the years. When asked about their feelings
on Grace church, Patti said that Father Al told her
many years ago that “Grace prays good.” And it
still does. She feels the presence of God strongly
here. She says that a sign of His blessing is the way
the church has flourished despite the setbacks it
has endured, and that people who worship here
are very lucky. She feels blessed by serving as a
member of the Altar Guild and the Daughters of
the King, and has been a Sunday School teacher.
She honors the Priests at Grace, stating that all of
them have been very important to her. Nate states
that Grace is the place he has learned to pray and
learned to know God. He feels very comfortable at
Grace where he has also learned to have patience
and let God take care of things. I think his final
quote says it all: “We like it here!”

And let’s show Nate and Patti that we like
having them here. Be sure to give them a
warm Christian greeting if you see them at
church or around town

Nate and Patti have 5 children, 18 grandchildren,
and 7 great grandchildren. They share their house
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movie
nights
FRIDAY JUNE 8 AT 6PM

UPCOMING eVENTS

The Incredibles

FRIDAY JULY 13 AT 6PM
Secondhand Lions

FRIDAY AUGUST 3 AT 6PM
The Lion The Witch and The Wardrobe
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