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There’s a 
joke told 
about a 
rector who 
is in his 
office, head 
bowed, 
hands 
folded 

in silent and fervent prayer. A parishioner walks into his 
office without knocking, sees the pastor and sighs in relief, 
“Oh, good. You’re not busy...”

The point, expressed through this wry joke, is that when 
it comes to the areas of a priest’s personal, spiritual 
and emotional health, practices like prayer, slow study, 
contemplation, and intentional sabbath are often the 
activities that get ignored first. They aren’t urgent or 
pressing and often congregations don’t see them as 
“real work.”  Instead, too commonly, priests attempt 
to minister out of a place of spiritual depletion or even 
deficit. Unsurprisingly, it doesn’t work because without 
a vibrant spiritual life, a regular connection to The 
Vine (John 15), priests find themselves lost, empty and 
completely drained.

The remedy to this situation is the sabbatical: a purpose-
filled time away for the priest to engage with the Lord in 
all His splendor and the beauty of His holiness (Psalm 
96:9). This is much more than a vacation, whose primary 
goal is to rest. This is about re-creation, refreshment and 
reconnection to skills or relationships.

I confess - these ideas don’t come easily for me. I believe 
I am built to work and grow things, so the ideas of rest 
and contemplation don’t fit my natural paradigm. I have 
struggled my whole life with “time off” and even when on 
vacation, I continue to engage in the church’s life from 
wherever we are.  Truth be told, I’m terrible at the Fourth 
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Commandment and the idea of a 
“sabbath” is difficult to wrap my mind 
around. I struggle to understand what 
it should look like and have generally 
disregarded it.  

However, my disregard of God’s Law 
has not stopped its effects from taking 
a toll on my spiritual, emotional and 
physical persons. That’s why I’m 
taking my first sabbatical: to learn and 
experience rest, renewal, re-creation 
and retooling.  Because I have much to 
learn in all these areas I have engaged 
several “mentors” - others who have 
walked this path and know what I am 
feeling. These mentors are helping me 
mold and shape my time away which 
will be 2 to 2 1/2 months.  (June to part 
of August)  

Please pray for me. Pray that I learn to 
go slow, listen deep and connect richly 
with Jesus Christ, so I can be the best 
leader for Grace Church for years to 
come. Pray also for Rev. Caroline. She 
will be in charge during my time away. 
I believe she is equipped for the task 
and with your love and support will 
do well. And, as always, pray for Grace 
Church. Pray that we continue to 
build the Kingdom of God as Jesus has 
commanded us.

With humility and love,

Fr. Jonathan+



A Note from  
Fr. Jonathan

Here at Grace we have a large and diverse 
congregation. As fellow members of our church 
family, it’s nice to know a bit about our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. In this article we’ll learn 
about one of our newer couples: Chris and Peter 
Halsall.

Peter was born in post-WW2 Britain in a village 
founded in the Viking era named Banks, about 18 
miles from Liverpool. His formal schooling began 
at age 2 in All Saints Junior School. There was 
food rationing and Peter suffered from rickets. 
He’d walk the beach with his mother looking for 
coal that washed up from ships to provide heat 
for their house, pick wild berries to sell for jam 
making, and gather wood blocks and tar from 
rubble piles to sell for firewood. In his 11th year, 
he transferred to Christ Church Grammar School 
adjoining Christ Church in the nearby town of 
Southport. He was a member of the church 
choir and would regularly carry the church flag 
in the Procession. You can learn more about this 
church at www.christchurchsouthport.org.uk. 
Due to the very poor economic conditions in 
England at this time, Peter left school at age 15 
and took a job for the local council, transporting 

record books from site to site on a bicycle. At 
17, he learned to drive and was employed by a 
bakery, delivering baked goods to customers. 
Subsequently Peter worked in the fishing 
industry and at a farm where he learned the 
poultry and cattle industries. Finally he ended 
up in the construction industry, becoming a 
heavy equipment operator and building roads 
and housing estates. These skills allowed Peter 
to found his own construction company, 
employing 200 workers. Seeing an ad in the local 
paper, Peter bought a residential mobile home 
park in a village near the village of New York, 
where he built himself a house and a restaurant. 
Just down the River Witham was the town of 
Boston where his future wife Chris lived.

Peter has always had a passion for thoroughbred 
race horses and has owned some very good ones, 
like Improvise, Imhotep, and Inishpour. Due to 
this, he has been interviewed in the newspaper 
and on television. He came to Ocala in 1989 to 
purchase horses from Ocala Breeders’ Sales 
Co. to take back to England but loved Ocala so 
much that he bought a farm and returned 3 
weeks later. He returned to England in 1992 to 
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marry Chris, whom he had met previously, and 
they took up permanent residence here. He’s 
bred many successful race horses here, the most 
prominent being Oh Nellie, who was at one time 
rated the 4th top Florida bred filly in the world. 
Peter successfully passed a test to become 
credentialed as a race horse trainer, loves living 
in Ocala, and is very happy to have found Grace 
Church.

Christine (Chris) was born in the historic town of 
Boston, Lincolnshire, England. Her maiden name 
was Lammie, from the French l’ami…the friend…
and she is a very friendly person. She traces her 
ancestry from France to Scotland to Chicago in 
the US to Boston in England and finally to Ocala. 
She grew up in the family bakery - a trade which 
her Scottish great grandfather learned in Chicago 
and brought back to England. Chris has fond 
memories of customers queueing up around 
the block for hot cross buns at Easter. She had a 
very pleasant childhood and remembers picking 
strawberries and raspberries, pulling peas for the 
local farmers, and collecting an edible seaweed 
called samphire. The fertile land was a constant 
instant source of pocket money for young 
people. She attended Staniland Infant and Junior 
School, where she reigned as chess champion. 
After one year at The Giles School, she passed 

the exams to attend Boston High School for Girls 
where she received advanced levels of education 
in Art, English Literature, and History. At age 12, 
Chris took a school educational cruise on the 
SS Uganda where she visited the Acropolis in 
Greece, Pompeii in Italy, the Pyramids, Sphinx, 
and Nile River in Egypt, and various sites in Israel. 
She remembers the smells of herbs and spices 
walking along the Via Dolorosa, visiting the 
Garden of Gethsemane, the Dome of the Rock, 
the Wailing Wall, the Church of the Nativity, the 
ruins of the house that Jesus grew up in, and 
crossing the Sea of Galilee to Capernaum. Her 
most moving memory of this trip was, when 
leaving Bethlehem, looking back over the city 
at the beautiful sunset colors from high atop a 
hill and thinking “I know why Christ was born 
here because this is the most beautiful place on 
Earth.”

Later, she attended the Lincoln College of 
Art, taking courses in Art and Design. Chris 
completed her education at the Boston College 
of Further Education and the Norfolk College 
of Arts and Technology. She graduated with 
distinctions in aesthetics, diet and nutrition, 
and cosmetology from the City and Guilds of 
London Institute and has won national prizes 
and awards.
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In Boston, Chris attended St. Botolph’s 
Church, affectionately known as “Boston 
Stump.” She was christened and confirmed 
there, attended Sunday school in the Blenkin 
Memorial Hall, and has great memories of 
outings to the seashore, harvest festivals, 
and candlelit suppers of bangers and mash. 
There is a considerable amount of history - 
especially involving the Pilgrim Fathers, and 
Chris suggests we visit www.bostonguildhall.co.uk 
and google “Pilgrim Fathers Memorial.” She 
would also love you to visit her old church 
at www.parish-of-boston.org.uk and google 
“Boston Stump” and “Lincoln Cathedral.” 
Another interesting connection to America 
can be found by googling “the Reverend John 
Cotton and Boston’s American Legacy,” about 
a clergyman who brought his congregation 
from Boston in England to found the school 
that eventually became Harvard University.

Back in England Chris was self-employed 
in aesthetics and cosmetology, and taught 
cosmetology at the Boston College of Further 
Education. She also worked alongside Medical 
General Practitioners combining holistic use 
of aesthetics, diet, and cosmetology. Since her 
marriage to Peter, she enjoys working along 
with him breeding thoroughbred race horses 
and renovating and developing properties.

Chris and Peter first met in the Boston 
marketplace. He was like no man she had ever 
met, with his sense of humor, his “wild west” 
i.e. Liverpool attitude and good looks. They 
would go to the local Chinese restaurant and 
he’d take her horse racing. They became very 

good friends…and then he moved away to 
Ocala. But he came back, married her in 1992, 
and brought her back home to his Ocala 
horse farm. Over the years they’ve become 
soul mates and she knows she can rely on 
Peter’s sense of humor to pull them through 
difficult times. Although they have no children 
together, Chris feels at home with Peter’s son 
Gary and daughter Anna, and they love being 
grandparents to Anna’s two children: Joshua 
and Abigail. Chris and Peter share a passion 
for horses; they enjoy breeding them, training 
them, and watching them race. They are 
world travelers and also enjoy renovating and 
developing properties. They love Broadway 
shows, with Phantom of the Opera being their 
favorite, and their favorite sport is soccer

Coming from an Anglican background, they 
began church shopping a bit over a year ago. 
Since they had friends who had attended 
Grace School, they viewed our website and 
liked what they saw. Upon visiting Grace, 
Chris and Peter say they felt very welcome 
and, for the last year or so, have made it 
their church home. They find the sermons by 
Father Jonathan absolutely compelling and 
inspiring and enjoy the uplifting, heartfelt 
music conducted by Joshua. They love the 
freedom that Americans enjoy, and suggest to 
young people that they find something they’re 
interested in and stick with it. And now that 
you know a little about Chris and Peter, be 
sure to greet them when you see them at the 
10:00 Service Sunday morning!
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In the church calendar, Lent is the 
forty days culminating in Holy Week 
and Easter. Lent is a penitential 
season, a time when we reflect on the 
effects of the Fall, especially our own 
sins. It begins with Ash Wednesday 
when the clergy mark our foreheads 
with ashes in the shape of a cross, 
reminding us of our mortality: “You 
are dust and to dust you shall return.”

During Lent this year, our theme will 
be “Enemies of God.” Each week 
we will examine a different enemy 
of God through the sermons and 
worship music on Sunday, and the 
daily devotions in Grace’s Lenten 
Devotional. In the first week, we will 
discuss external enemies of God: 
Satan and demons. The following 
weeks, our focus will shift to internal 
enemies, beginning with sin. From 
there we will also explore God’s 
enemies of pride, entitlement, and 
control, each one of which is a sin in 
its own right.

The theme won’t be the only thing 
that is different during Lent. You will 

notice some changes 
in our service as 
well. Instead of 
beginning the service 
with prayer and 
then procession, the 
service will begin with 
a silent procession. 
At the end of the procession, the cross will go up and be 
put on the side as usual, but the rest of the altar party 
will stay at the front. The celebrant will lead us all in 
prayer, and we will all kneel together and go through the 
Ten Commandments responsively. Then, we will pray the 
confession, the celebrant will offer the absolution, and the 
altar party will go up and take their usual positions. 

Last, we will have two classes through Lent. On Sundays 
after the 10am service, Fr. Jonathan will lead us through a 
series of topics that we don’t usually talk about in church. 
On Wednesdays after the noon service, Rev. Caroline will 
lead us in exploring the topic, “Where is God when life 
hurts?”

Join us as we journey through Lent together. If you haven’t 
already, pick up a Lenten Devotional. Come to one (or 
both!) of the classes. Join us in reflecting on God’s word, 
repenting of our sins, and worshipping our merciful 
Savior!
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Are you interested in a ministry that you can 
do at home or in a group at church?  If so, the 
Prayer shawl Ministry is right for you. As the 
name indicates the members knit or crochet 
shawls for anyone who has a need to be wrapped 
in God’s love. However, the ministry is not 
limited to shawls. We have made baby blankets, 
lap robes, hats, etc. In fact, we are willing to 
make anything that is needed. Currently we have 
shawls, baby blankets and lap robes on hand to 
give to any in need. If you are aware of a need for 
something we can make, please let us know. We 
are always looking for new projects.

Started in 2011 by Martha Jane Singeltary the 
ministry has provided comfort to many in the 
form of shawls and lap blankets. New babies in 
our congregation receive a blanket as a welcome 
to the Grace family. The shawls and lap robes 
have traditionally been given to anyone who is 
ill, or in need of comfort, whether they are Grace 
members or not. Along with each item given is 
an appropriate prayer for the recipient.  

Currently the group is working on scarves and 
hats for men and women living at Veterans 
Village in Marion County. Along with those items 
we are also making preemie caps, chemo hats 
and colorful socks for those in wheelchairs.

Anyone in the Grace family who knows of a 
person in need may request an item to give. 
Please remember this is an outreach ministry so 
recipients do not have to attend Grace. You may 
contact Martha Jane Singeltary at 629-6057 to 
arrange for an item to give.

As with all ministries, we are always ready to 
invite new members to join with us. We meet 
the second Thursday of each month at 10:00 am 
in the Bride’s Room. We are more than willing 
to teach you to knit or crochet if you wish to 
learn. We begin each meeting with a knitter’s 
prayer insuring that each stitch is made with 
our Lord’s watchful eye. Or if you prefer, you 
may participate at home. We will be happy 
to assist you with patterns and yarn. Please 
contact Martha Jane Singeltary if you want more 
information @ 629-6057.
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Do you ever feel a call to do more than 
worship in the pew on Sunday? There 
are many different groups, called “lay 
ministries” at Grace which would welcome 
you to assist in enhancing the worship 
of the entire congregation. Part of my 
responsibilities as Verger is to coordinate, 
schedule, and train a number of these, 
which I shall write about here.

Acolytes: Acolytes carry the Cross and Torches in the Procession at the Rite 2 Service. They assist 
the ordained ministers at the altar in many ways. They ring the bell when Father Jonathan elevates 
the wine and wafer. Any person age 8 and above is eligible to join the Acolyte team. If you’re 
interested, please contact our Acolyte Master Michael Ashley at mchlashly@hotmail.com or myself 
at ocaladave@gmail.com; or see us Sunday morning.

Chalice Ministers: Members of this ministry are trained to offer the Communion Chalice to 
members of the congregation as they partake of the wine and wafer at the altar. They can serve 
at either Rite 1 or Rite 2. You would be amazed at the feeling of satisfaction you receive knowing 
you are sharing Christ’s blood with your brothers and sisters in Christ. Any Confirmed member of 
Grace is eligible for this ministry; contact me if you’re interested.

Prayer Team: Are you a prayer warrior? Can you join in prayer one-on-one with a brother or sister 
in need? Then you might have a call to this ministry. Two Prayer Team members station themselves 
in the back of the church during Communion and share prayer with individuals seeking it at the 
Rite 2 Service. If you feel drawn to this, please contact me.

Readers: Can you read the Word of the Lord to the congregation? Are you willing to, perhaps 
6 times in a year? Then you are qualified to join the Reader ministry. And we are now accepting 
Readers of any age, as long as they’re willing to stand at the lectern and speak into the 
microphone. Members of this ministry can serve at either Service. Contact me if you’re interested.

Ushers: This is a good family ministry; we have husband/wife teams and parent/child teams. 
But we also have individuals who team up with another Usher to serve. Ushers assist people in 
finding their pew, they take the Collection at the Offertory, ensure that the Elements (wine and 
wafer) are brought from the people to the priest, pass out bulletins before the Service and collect 
them afterwards, and perform many other duties to enhance our corporate worship. Because the 
handling of the Collection is involved, one member of an Usher team must be 18 or older. Please 
contact me if you are interested in joining this team.

Remember – God has given us talents. How might you apply yours?

Here I am Lord
Is it I Lord?
I have heard You calling in the night
I will go Lord
If You lead me   
from “Here I Am, Lord” by Dan Schutte
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The founding members of Grace Church started 
meeting in 1849.  We know this because they 
made a list of the first pioneer families that met 
together. Those were difficult times. There were 
no missionaries, travel was difficult and distances 
from plantations to town were far. Transportation 
was by horse and buggy, on horseback, or on foot. 
In later years there were only occasional visits by 
missionaries. There were no church buildings to 
worship in and they had to meet in homes. These 
first members of Grace Church had to be strong 
Christians. They met using the Book of Common 
Prayer. These optimistic pioneer families formally 
established a parish in 1853.

For 165 years, through wars, depressions, fires, 
freezes, and in times of growth and prosperity 
Grace Church members have worshiped together 
and shared the Gospel with others. So, on Sunday, 
Dec. 30th we celebrated the 165th Anniversary 
of Grace Church. We worshiped together and 
were grateful to those who came before us. After 
church we walked through the halls of the Office 
Building and looked at the history display of our 
church. We had cake and punch in Grace Hall and 
celebrated our history.

by Eleanor Simons
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In 1994 or 1995 I had just moved to 
Ocala and Joyce was newly retired 
when we started attending Glitter 
Girls meetings on Tuesday mornings. I 
understand that Father Al had dubbed 
this group with that name years 
before because of their use of the 
sequins on the stockings. Joyce was 
asked to take charge of the group, but 
she declined as her main interest was 
in the Christmas stockings and there 
was a lot more going on. When there 
were no volunteers to take the job she 
asked me to share the chairmanship 
with her. This arrangement worked 
fine for several years.  

When we asked for and got a room to 
work in it had been a place to store 
junk and we threw that all out. The 

church painted the room and installed some new lighting 
and electrical outlets. They also gave us a couple of 
folding tables. The addition of gifts of an electric broom 
and a microwave made us quite comfortable. Most of our 
materials were from women who could no longer sew 
and gladly gifted us with what they could no longer use. 
Our lovely little room, which had no windows, and was 
not much more than an overly large storage closet was 
eventually taken over and our several sewing machines 
which had been gifts found a new home with women 
who needed them.

In that little room we worked all morning cutting and 
sewing, Joyce always had a need for her appliqué work 
and would hand out materials to be completed at home. 
Usually a couple of us prepared sandwiches in the 
Church kitchen, so that we were able to share a light 
lunch. Realizing how dependent these older women were 
on this socializing, Joyce and I began to organize evenings 
out and we quite frequently had a group of about 25 
traveling out to local restaurants. I think the favorite 
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was Stumpknockers in Dunnellon. We also had a Christmas 
party at my house each year.  

The highlight each year was the Bazaar with our tables 
displaying our various sale items. Joyce’s stockings were 
always sold out and she has always had orders waiting, so we 
rarely had any for display.

This is my memory of the Glitter Girls. I can’t stress enough 
to that Joyce was the glue that kept it all together. In our 
many phone calls we have reminisced about the many 
lonely lives we reached while socializing and working; and 
how important the lunches and dinners were. I would say 
that there were consistently a weekly attendance of about 
12  to 15, and more on special occasions. There was a need 
for this ministry in that time frame, and we got quite a few 
“Stockings” and pot holders done, too.

Joyce is still personally making the stockings, but on a much smaller scale. Some families have 
her stockings dating back four generations. Unfortunately the needs changed for the other items 
we produced like potholders, aprons, storage bags for plastic bags, etc. and we found that it was 
not worth our efforts to keep making them. About the same time the Church began to reassess 
the need for more space and had their eye on our room. Also we had lost many of our ladies 
because of age. There had been many who attended well into their nineties. So it was decided 
that it was time to disband. But, Joyce at age 90, the last of the Glitter Girls, continues making 
Christmas stockings and tree skirts at home with the help of her friend Denise Robinson.

Standing Left to Right, Joyce Drane, Pat Norman, Vivian Sanders, and Vivian Jamian. 
Seated left to right Elizabeth Yancey, unidentified glitter girl, and Ida Pellicer.
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UPCOMING eVENTS

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH
510 S.E. Broadway Street
Ocala, Florida 34471
Phone: (352)622-7881
www.graceocala.org

Holy Week Schedule
April 14, 9:45am Palm Sunday Procession & Service

April 18, 7pm Maundy Thursday Service, Vigil begins at 8pm

April 19, Good Friday, 9am Morning Prayer, 12pm Good Friday Service, 1pm-3pm Prayer and 
Meditation, 6pm Stations of the Cross

Easter, April 21, 6:30am Great Vigil of Easter followed by hot cross buns and coffee

Easter, April 21, 10am Worship Service followed by hot cross buns and coffee

PLACE
STAMP
HERE


