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Unless the LORD builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the
LORD watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. - Psalm 127:1
Brothers and Sisters,
2018 marks a significant marker for me in my life
at Grace. This year, I’ll have been Rector for 10
years. And like a lot of life markers, I feel
conflicted about it.
On the one hand, I’m so proud of the many many
steps of faith and growth in Jesus I see at Grace
Church. I’m amazed by how God has showered
us with grace upon grace in everything from top
rated VPK to thriving partnership with Ambleside
school to multiple successful capital campaigns
to incredible church music and staff team to a
beautiful and genuinely committed community of
Christ worshipers.
When we started this new chapter ten years
ago, I never imagined how rich and personal
this journey would be. I wasn’t prepared for the
sacrifices I’ve seen you make to insure not only
Grace Church’s survival, but its success. I’ve
been moved to tears by those who have left us
and constantly find myself grateful for those who
God has brought to this vibrant and alive church.
But, I wouldn’t be honest if I didn’t tell you
that I was also disappointed in my leadership as
Rector. I’d hoped to be more - much more! Ten
years ago, I earnestly and fervently prayed God
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would give me new or special abilities to make
things go very successfully or would at least hide
my inabilities! I prayed He would make more
people connected to Himself and Grace Church
so healthy that our growth would outstrip our
abilities. Unfortunately (in my eyes), those
special gifts and abilities I prayed for didn’t come
and my leadership lacked at times.
However, because of my deficiencies, I’ve learned
to ask for forgiveness repeatedly and often. I
see now that Psalm 127:1 isn’t just a verse worth
memorizing but a truth that must be banked on.
I’ve discovered again and again that alone we fall
apart, lose faith and become hopelessly lost but
together in with Christ, we are strong, alive and
unbeatable. I’ve witnessed that Grace Church
isn’t a building but a community of broken people
who know they are broken but also know there is
an answer: Jesus Christ.
Thank you. Thank you for all you’ve taught me
and continue to teach me. You have been and
continue to be one of God’s greatest gifts to me.
I am so blessed to serve you and know that God
has many more wonderful things for us in 2018
and beyond.
God’s blessing on each of you.
Fr. Jonathan+
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LOOKING BACK 2017 VESTRY
ACCOMPLISHMENTS
by Frank Blasucci

New Vestry Members from left to right - Marylin Corsiglia, Leslie Jones, Lynda Peek, and Drick Heitman

Heather Hetzel spent much time investigating the church insurance policies and found ways to save quite
a lot of money.
We have approved the formation of a bereavement group.
This past summer we had the pleasure of Sunday night movies chaired by Susan Moorehead.
The new nursery area was approved with Ambleside helping in the cost. It is finished and was dedicated in
February.
Megan Miles is now coordinator for our Facebook and Instagram accounts which will improve access. She
also designed our new website.
The memorial garden design and renovation was approved and a Garden Capital Campaign will begin in
January 2018.
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Grace School of the Arts Plans Concert Series
by Eleanor Simons
Congratulations are in order for the Grace
School of the Arts and Josh Head, director. In
the fall of 2017 a grant from the Ocala Municipal
Arts Council was applied for and granted at the
end of last year. The grant and matching funds
from donors will be used for a concert series this
year that will bring three different recognized
musicians to Ocala.
These will be evening concerts for the
community that will take place in the recently
renovated Grace Church Parish House with the
new sound system or in Grace Church. While
here they will share their musical skills and their
music with students and music teachers in a
master class. Students and music teachers will
be able to interact with the visiting artists on a
personal level at the master class. The goal is to
bring to Ocala talented musicians in different
areas of music to inspire and teach students,
music teachers, and members of our church and
our community.

Performing will be Rayme Pullen a graduate
of Liberty University with a Bachelor of Music
in piano performance. In addition to teaching
piano and performing she is the choir director
and pianist at Simpson Creek Baptist Church in
West Virginia.
Mark your calendar, tell you friends, and be
sure to attend. The concert is free, but a love
offering will be accepted.

The first concert will be on Sunday, April 29th at
6:30pm in the church.
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BY CAROLYN AYRES

Grace Flower Guild – A
Blooming Ministry
Have you ever noticed the beautiful
fresh flowers that adorn our altar each
Sunday morning? Flowers represent
God’s creation and love. We give flowers
to honor and celebrate those we love.
Flowers are a part of special occasions
everywhere, and they are an integral
part of Christian rituals and ceremonies
like weddings and funerals. Church
members express joy, thanksgiving and
remembrance by enhancing our worship
service each week with flowers “given to
the glory of God.”
The altar flowers are the work of the
Flower Guild, a very small ministry
that began over 15 years ago when Ann
Anderson and a small group of ladies on
the Altar Guild began arranging our altar flowers. That early group of 8 “flower ladies” received
guidance from the National Flower Guild and other Episcopal Churches who had guilds. In
addition to the Sunday flowers, the guild is responsible for decorating the sanctuary for special
days like Palm Sunday, Easter and Christmas. They also arrange flowers for weddings and funerals
and provide floral decor for events held in the Parish House.
If you have experience working with flowers or would like to learn to arrange them please consider
joining the flower guild. We would love to have additional members and we will be happy to teach
you. A floral arranging class is being planned for spring for anyone interested. Watch for details
in the Sunday bulletin. You may also contact Ann Anderson, Carolyn Ayres or Lynda Peek if you are
interested or have questions about getting started.
If you enjoy and appreciate the beauty flowers add to our services, please consider becoming a
donor or “flower angel.” Why not celebrate birthdays, anniversaries or special occasions in your
family by giving flowers that week? You can also give in memory of loved ones or in thanksgiving
for blessings. Flower angels are special donors who make flowers available on open Sundays or
whenever needed. The $50 cost is tax deductible. There are still 30 Sundays open for donations
between now and the end of 2018. Forms can be found at the back of the church or you can
contact the church office. The altar remains bare during Lent (February 14 - March 31) and only
greens are used during Advent (December 2 – 23). Donations may be made for Advent greenery at
a cost of $25.
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ECW Bazaar & Yard Sale
SATURDAY, APRIL 14 | PARISH HOUSE
ECW is updating its annual bazaar by separating
the yard sale aspect from the crafts aspect. Our
goal is to expand space for additional crafters to
join the bazaar and to have a larger venue for the
yard sale.
The yard sale is planned for Saturday, April 14,
in the Parish House. This is a great time to wrap
up your spring cleaning and get unwanted items
out of your house. Start collecting items now!
We’ll be selling clothes, as well as furniture,
household items, books, décor, and outdoor
items. We’re also planning a hot dog lunch.
Because of lack of storage space, we ask that
you hold your items until April 1. If that’s not
possible, call Elaine Heitman (352-347-2549)
or Carolyn Ayres (352-629-1148) and we’ll make
arrangements. We’ll need lots of help on the day
before the sale and the day of the sale. If you can
help, please contact Elaine or Carolyn.

consider offering your work. We are hoping to
have a greater variety of hand-made items for
sale.
Both of these events raise money so we can
help support community missions for women
and children in Ocala. We want everyone to be
involved, so let Carolyn or Elaine know if you can
help.

The bazaar will be held on Saturday, Nov. 10,
(and Sunday morning, too). We hope to make it
bigger and better than ever so if you are a crafter,
Pinterest fanatic, quilter, or potter, please
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Getting to know Mike and Cheryl Arnold
by Verger Dave Rubin
Happy New Year and welcome to 2018! As
Christians, we are all members of the Body of
Christ and, as brothers and sisters in Christ, it
is good for us to know a bit about one another.
In each issue of the Grace to You parish
newsletter, we’ll get to know a member or
members of our Grace family better. This time
we’ll learn about Mike and Cheryl Arnold.
Mike and Cheryl are among our newer members,
having started attending Grace this past
September. Mike hails from Chicago, having grown
up in the suburb of Park Ridge and worshipping
in a Presbyterian church. He graduated from
Maine South High School and earned a degree in
Industrial Engineering from Bradley University in
Peoria, Illinois. Subsequently, Mike earned an MBA
at the Chicago campus of the University of Illinois.
After receiving that degree, Mike worked for Abbott
Laboratories for over 20 years. Having earned
a CPIM certificate (Certified in Production and
Inventory Management), he’s currently employed
by ClosetMaid as a Senior Supply Chain Analyst.
Mike’s hobby involves taking courses to continue
his education. His interests include attending an
eclectic mix of concerts with Cheryl, particularly
classical music and jazz; visiting state parks and
coffeehouses; and reading theology books and
science fiction, including Doctor Who.

The Arnolds have no pets, but they do have two
children: Elizabeth, who is married to Eddie and
working as a NICU nurse in Peoria, Illinois; and
Kate, living in Wauconda, Illinois, and holding a
degree in Psychology with a minor in Music – Vocal
Performance. Mike and Cheryl met at a college and
career group at Arlington Heights Evangelical Free
Church and hit it off so well that they were engaged
in 6 months and married a year later. They were
wed at a local Presbyterian church because their
church sanctuary had been burned by an arsonist,
and they have been married 32 years. While living
up North, the Arnolds had a connection with a
priest/songwriter named Josh Bales. When they
moved to Ocala some 2 years ago, they were
surprised to discover that Josh was a Canon
Priest at the Cathedral in Orlando. He suggested
to them that Grace would be a good fit for their
worship needs, particularly as a theologically sound
church, so they came here. Previously, most of
their married worship took place in the Evangelical
Free Church with visits to an Anglican church. At
Grace they found an atmosphere of reverence and
worship, particularly enjoying Father Jonathan’s
preaching and Josh’s thoughtful musical selections
that added to the atmosphere of worship. Mike and
Cheryl are currently serving as Ushers; when you
see them on Sunday morning, be sure to give them
a warm Grace welcome.

Cheryl was also born in the Chicago area. She grew
up in Mt. Prospect, Illinois, attending Forest View
High School and worshipping in an independent
Bible church. She attended the Deerfield, Illinois,
campus of the Trinity International University
where she majored in History with a minor in
English. After graduating, she was employed as an
editor for several technical journals. She was also
employed by IBM as a Marketing Administrator,
as well as doing freelance editing. Cheryl then
returned to Trinity to obtain a teaching certificate
and taught Grades K-1 at three Christian schools.
She is currently employed by Grace School where
she teaches Grades 4-5 Literature, Language
Arts, and Social Studies. Cheryl’s hobbies include
reading, hiking in state parks, seeing plays and
musicals, and listening to music, and she’s
beginning mandolin lessons with Josh Head at the
Grace School of the Arts.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MARCH
Wednesdays in Lent 1pm - 2pm Lenten Soup &
Study
Sundays in Lent 11:15am - 12:30pm Lenten
Soup & Study

LENTEN SOUP & STUDY
wEDNESDAYS & sUNDAYS

March 10, 8am - 12pm Parish Workday
March 11, Daylight Saving Time Begins
March 23, 10am - 11:30am Palm Cross Workshop
March 19 GSA Fundraiser Dinner & Show 6pm
Liberty University Chamber Choir Concert at
7:30pm

Parish work day

MARCH 10

March 24, 9am - 12pm Parish Quiet Day Retreat
March 25, 9:45am - 11:15am Palm Sunday
Procession & Service
March 29, 7pm - 8pm Maundy Thursday Service

Liberty Univeristy CHoir
March 19

March 29, Starting 8pm Overnight Vigil till Friday
morning
March 30, 9am - 9:30am Morning Prayer
March 30, 12pm - 1pm Good Friday Service
March 30, 1pm - 3pm Prayer and Meditation
March 30, 6pm - 7pm Stations of the Cross

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION
MARCH 25
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April 1, 6:30am - 8am Great Vigil of Easter
followed by hot cross buns and coffee
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
APRIL

April 1, 10am - 11:15am Worship Service w/Music
followed by hot cross buns and coffee
April 8, 11:15am - 1pm Celebrating 10 Years of
Grace with Fr. Jonathan

Easter Sunday

April 14, ECW Yard Sale

APRIL 1

April 29, 6:30pm - 7:30pm Concert Rayme
Pullen in Recital

10 YEARS with FR JONATHAN

APRIL 8

ECW YARD SALE
APRIL 14

Rayme Pullen Concert
April 29
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A Conversation with Deacon Mary about Modern-Day Slavery
By Deacon Mary Delancey & Eleanor Simons
How did you get involved in the movement to
end slavery?
Deacon Mary had heard about Human Trafficking
in the past and did not know much about it.
But then she picked up a Bible Study on slavery
and started studying about it. She began to
understand that there is a Biblical foundation for
fighting slavery and injustice. God wants everyone
to be free. That Bible Study was the beginning of
Mary’s interest in Human Trafficking.
The next year Deacon Mary attended Catalyst
Christian Leadership Conference in Atlanta and
was given information about an organization that
works with teen girls who have been victims of
sex trafficking. She felt a call to volunteer with
this organization in the Philippines. She filled
out the application form, had several interviews,
and before she knew it she was packing her
bags for a year in the Philippines. There she saw
poverty, oppression of the poor, labor trafficking,
and more. In that year she began to see that, as
horrible as sex trafficking is, it is sadly only one
type of violence against the poor. Injustice and
oppression of the poor became real, with real
faces and names.
How did you learn about International Justice
Mission (IJM)?
While Deacon Mary was in the Philippines
she met fellow aftercare workers who were
volunteering with IJM. Although she had heard
about IJM she did not know the extent of their
work. Back in Ocala Deacon Mary continued
to explore ways to combat slavery locally and
regionally. But she increasingly felt called to
address the issue of slavery as it affects other
parts of the world. That call lead to bringing
Freedom Sunday to Grace Church last year.
Through that she continued to learn about IJM’s
work and in early 2017 she was invited to apply
for a position on the newly created IJM Orlando
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Team. She was accepted and is Freedom Partner
Coordinator for the team.
How did your Washington D.C. trip in
October 2017 with IJM come about?
Twenty teams of volunteers from different states
went to Washington, D.C. to thank congressional
representatives for past support and to ask
them to authorize continued funding of the
Global Fund to End Modern Slavery. A team of
5 volunteers went from Florida and Mary was
one of them. Each volunteer gave their time and
paid their own way. This is important because
Congress frequently hears from lobbyists who
are paid to share their point of view. These IJM
volunteers feel strongly and shared their feelings
with their congressional representatives.
How do you feel the Washington, D.C. trip
went?
Mary said, “This was an important thing to do.
We need to speak up for those that can’t. We
spoke for the 40 million slaves that can’t speak
for themselves. We need to care about this. I care
about this!” As one congresswoman told the
group, “I’m glad you came to see me. If you don’t
tell us something is important to you, we assume
it isn’t.”
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You have started an action group here at
Grace Church. What are your plans for the
year ahead?
The Human Trafficking Action Group here at
Grace has decided to focus on local issues of
human trafficking. Deacon Mary will continue
to work with that group as we learn what
is needed in Marion County and to support
efforts to bring more awareness, as well as to
support victims as we are able. Deacon Mary
is a member of the Marion County Human
Trafficking Task Force and Florida Abolitionist
Speakers’ Bureaus and will continue this local
and regional work. She will be the speaker at
the January meeting of Church Women United
for their Human Rights Day program, hosted
this year at Grace. She is also working with The
Open Table, a transformational congregationcommunity partnership to empower and
restore victims of human trafficking, as well as
the homeless, youth aging out of foster care
and others who are in poverty or a serious risk
of poverty. The Open Table has been successful
in the Orlando area and would like to bring the
program to Marion County.
Deacon Mary will also work with the IJM
Orlando Team as they continue to reach out
to the community and develop partnerships

with IJM. The team recently held a partnership
event with the screening of a film about the
successful efforts to reduce child slavery in the
fishing industry on Lake Volta in Ghana.
She also hopes to develop Ocala/Gainesville
as a “Northern Outpost” of the Orlando Team
and hold at least one local event in the spring.
Her hope and prayer is that the members of
Grace Church would join her in this ministry to
bring God’s justice to the poor and oppressed.
As Gary Haugen, founder and CEO of IJM, has
said, “God has a plan to bring justice to the
world – and His plan is us.”

God has a plan
to bring justice
to the world - and
His plan is us.
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Holy Week Schedule

UPCOMING eVENTS

March 25, 9:45am - 11:15am Palm Sunday Procession & Service
March 29, 7pm - 8pm Maundy Thursday Service, Vigil begins at 8pm
March 30, Good Friday, 9am Morning Prayer, 12pm - 1pm Good Friday Service, 1pm - 3pm
Prayer and Meditation, 6pm - 7pm Stations of the Cross
April 1, 6:30am - 8am Great Vigil of Easter followed by hot cross buns and coffee
April 1, 10am - 11:15am Worship Service w/Music followed by hot cross buns and coffee
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