Saint peter catholic Cemetery
Rules and regulations

Loudonville, Ohio
419-994-4396
Adopted January 2009
Amended November 2016
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MISSION STATEMENT
This Catholic Cemetery is a Holy Place. It is blessed by the church and dedicated to God as a place for worship,
prayer and reflection upon divine truth and the purpose of life. It is the resting place until the day of resurrection
for the bodies of the faithful departed, once temples of the Holy Spirit, whose souls are now with God. It is a final
and continuing profession of faith in God and of membership in the Church by those who have chosen to be buried
with fellow believers of “the Household of the Faith.” “Eternal rest grant them Lord.”
VISITATION
Hours:
The cemetery operated by St. Peter parish shall be open from dawn to dusk.
Safety of visitors to the cemetery:
In order to promote the safety and comfort of all visitors to St. Peter cemetery, it is required that visitors comply
with the rules and regulations contained herein and any amendments which may be promulgated from time to time.
Due to the nature of the cemetery grounds, all visitors are responsible for their own safety. Visitors assume all
risks when coming onto property owned and operated by St. Peter parish.
This property is maintained as a Catholic Cemetery for the interment, burial and memorialization of the deceased.
This cemetery contains polished granite markers that are flush with the ground and may become slippery with exposure to moisture and debris. Uneven ground, depressions caused by settling of loose dirt in graves and general
ground conditions create potential hazards when walking through the cemetery. When loose dirt is combined with
any precipitation it will become mud and will not support the weight of a person. Graves may contain mud and
sinking into the mud is possible. Snow, grass clippings, or debris can conceal hazards such as raised markers, uneven surfaces and decorations. During inclement weather, it is recommended that visitors conduct their visitation
from the safety of the paved roads.
Children:
No children under the age of 16 shall be permitted within the cemetery unless accompanied by an adult.
Animals:
Owners of pets being walked in the cemetery are responsible for cleaning up after their pets.
Please do not tie your horse to the fences. (Carry over rule from previous set of rules and regulations. Circa 1908)
Prohibited conduct:
Catholic cemeteries are established as Sacred Places and as such require all persons within the cemetery to act accordingly. Any act which in any manner desecrates the Cemetery or a Place of Interment is a felony in the State of
Ohio. The following list of prohibited conduct shall serve as a guide and shall not be considered all inclusive:
A. Littering.
B. Unauthorized placing of signs, notices or advertisements.
C. Unauthorized placement or removal of memorial markers.
D. Removing or damaging any property belonging to the cemetery.
E. Interfering with or obstructing an interment.
F. All alcoholic beverages and illegal substances are strictly prohibited on cemetery property.
G. Disturbing of other visitors.
RESTRICTIONS AND DISCLAIMERS
Religious Restrictions:
A Catholic Cemetery is intended for, and restricted to, the interment of Catholics and their family members who
are entitled to such interment in accordance with applicable Canon Law and discipline of the Roman Catholic
Church. To avoid breaking family ties, non-Catholic members of Catholic families may be interred in a Catholic
Cemetery, however, a Christian burial permit must be provided prior to any interment.
Catechumens, children who died before being baptized, and those Catholics who have been cremated are entitled
to the Rite of Christian burial at a Catholic Cemetery.
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Ceremonies of Other Christian Communities:
Ceremonies of other Christian communities and denominations may be conducted if the family so desires or if it
was the expressed wish of the deceased. Permission of the priest of St. Peter Church or a cemetery delegate is required.
No Extraordinary Care:
Owners and purchasers herby acknowledge that the Cemetery shall take reasonable precautions to protect each
place of interment and the remains placed therein from loss or damage, however the management and the cemetery
herby disclaim all responsibility for loss or damage from causes beyond its reasonable control, including but not
limited to, damage to places of interment, outer burial containers and memorialization placed on a place of interment, caused by natural elements, including but not limited to water and soil conditions, acts of God, common
enemies, thieves, vandals, strikes, malicious mischief makers, explosions, unavoidable accidents, invasions, insurrections, riots, orders of any military or civil authority, or through normal and extended wear and tear to such places of interment, outer burial containers and memorialization, whether the damage be direct or collateral.
Owners and purchasers further acknowledge that the Cemetery shall be held only to the exercise of reasonable care
and diligence in the maintenance of the cemetery and the places of interment and shall not be held liable for any
obligation not expressly set forth within these rules and regulations, the agreement for right of interment or any
other statement of policy which may be issued from time to time.
Rights of the Cemetery:
The Cemetery expressly reserves for itself certain rights and privileges in connection with the operation of the
cemetery which it owns and manages. The cemetery reserves the right to:
1. At any time resurvey, enlarge, diminish, replant, alter in shape or size or otherwise change all or any part, portion or sub-division of the cemetery herby mapped and platted;
2. File amend maps or plats thereof without providing copies of the same to the Owners of Rights of Interment;
3. Take any necessary action for the erection of buildings or structures and for any other purposes or use connected with, incidental to or convenient for the care, preservation or preparation of the cemetery purposes,
together with easements and rights of way over and through said premises;
4. Take any necessary action for the general care and maintenance of the cemetery, including but not limited to,
pipelines, conduits, and drainage systems for such uses as sprinkler systems, general drainage, grave drainage,
electrical connectivity, communication lines or for any other purposes in furtherance of the Cemetery as determined within the Cemetery’s sole discretion.
INTERMENT
Applicable Laws:
In addition to being subject to these rules and regulations, all interments are expressly made subject to the laws,
rules and regulations of any governmental authority having appropriate jurisdiction over interment, and the laws of
the Roman Catholic Church.
Time and Manner of Interment:
All interments must be made at a time accepted by the presiding priest of St. Peter Church or a cemetery delegate.
Charges and Fees:
All cemetery charges and fees must be paid prior to interment unless other arrangements have been made with the
parish office or the presiding priest of St. Peter Church. These fees include but are not limited to the opening and
closing of the grave and purchase of the Right of Interment to be used in the interment.
Prior Notice:
In order to provide a proper interment service, the Cemetery requires not less that twenty-four (24) hours notice be
provided prior to any interment within the cemetery.
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Written Application of Interment:
All interment requests must be in writing and made by the Owner of the Right of Interment or other authorized
person appointed by Owner or the successor to the Owner the request shall be completed on forms provided by the
parish office and must be submitted and filed at the parish office. The Cemetery reserves the right to refuse any
interment for failure to comply with these rules and regulations and any other policy and procedure of the Cemetery.
Interment Errors:
Pursuant to Section 517.23 of the Ohio revised Code, the cemetery has the right to disinter a deceased person to
correct an interment error. Owners and Purchasers acknowledge on behalf of themselves, their heirs, successors
and assigns that the cemetery has the right to correct any errors that involve the interment of a deceased person, in
accordance with the requirements of the Ohio Revised Code.
Delay of Interment:
The cemetery shall not be liable for any delay of an interment where a protest to such interment has been made by
a person or persons authorized to commence an action in protest and the cemetery is legally bound to comply with
said protest, where rules and regulations have not been complied with, or by court order. The cemetery reserves
the right under such circumstances, to place the remains of the deceased in a receiving area or other temporary
place of interment until all rights have been determined. The Cemetery shall be under no duty to recognize any
protest of interment unless they be in writing and filed with the parish office.
Casket Size:
St. Peter Cemetery is designed to accommodate standard size caskets. Should a larger casket be necessary, the
cemetery will make every effort to accommodate the family in need of an interment.
Urn Size:
St. Peter cemetery is designed to accommodate various sized urns for interment in a grave.
Outer Burial Container:
An outer burial container (vault) shall be required for each casket interment in a grave. Cremated remains must be
in a crush resistant container or vault. An outer burial container is used to displace the ground pressure on the casket or urn. The outer burial container must meet Cemetery requirements with respect to size, quality and construction and must be approved prior to use in any grave.
RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF AN OWNER OF A PLACE OF INTERMENT
Right of Interment Only:
The purchaser who becomes the Owner or the person designated by purchaser as the Owner of the Right of Interment receives from the cemetery for each Right of Interment purchased, a single right to be interred in each single
interment space purchased. The Owner of a Right of Interment receives a right to be interred only. All fee interest
in the land remain with the Cemetery. If a second interment is to be performed, only opening and closing fees will
be assessed by St. Peter parish.
Number of Burials per Place of Interment:
A Place of Interment is designed for the interment of up to two (2) deceased persons. A grave which is established
for two (2) interments may be used for the interment of:
One (1) full body casket burial and one (1) cremated remains; or
One (1) full body casket burial and one (1) infant casket burial; or
Two (2) cremated remains; or
One (1) cremated remain and one (1) infant casket burial.
St. Peter Cemetery is not designed to accommodate double depth burials of two full caskets.
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Additional Fees for Second Interment:
After the initial interment has been completed as an ordinary depth interment, should it be required to perform, the
Cemetery will charge an additional fee for raising the initial interment and lowering it to a level which will accommodate the second interment. This process is commonly referred to as a raise and lower.
Placement of Monuments and Markers:
When a second burial is made in a grave, there must be sufficient space on the marker or monument for the additional name. In the event that there is not sufficient space on the marker or monument, the Owner will provide
proper memorialization by replacing the existing marker or monument to comply with these rule and regulations.
Only one marker per grave is permitted and must be placed at the head (west) of the grave. No foot markers will
be permitted in the cemetery.
Cremated Remains:
The Roman Catholic Church and the cemetery encourage the interment of all cremated remains. All cremains are
interred in accordance with these rules and regulations, applicable policies and procedures of the Cemetery, the
laws and directives of the Roman Catholic Church and the directives of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Cleveland.
Unless otherwise specified in writing, the first cremains interment will be at the top or head of the grave.
No Easement Rights or Other Property Rights:
The Owner of a Right of Interment receives a right to be interred in a grave only. Owner does not receive with the
Right of Interment any easement rights or other property rights on the land.
Individual Rights:
All interment rights purchased shall be presumed to be the sole property of the person named as the Owner on the
Certificate of Right of Interment: PROVIDED, however that a legal spouse shall have a vested Right of Interment
of his/her body in any unused place of interment conveyed to the other, which right shall continue as long as he/she
shall remain the legal spouse of the Owner or shall be his/her spouse at the time of such Owner’s demise. A vested
Right of Interment as herein provided may be waived and shall be terminated upon disposition elsewhere of the
remains of the person entitled thereto.
Lots and Places of Interment:
When a Right of Interment has been transferred to an Owner by the Parish, the place of interment thereby becomes
inalienable and shall be held as the lot of the Owner, in which one grave may be used for the Owner’s interment,
one for the interment of his/her surviving legal spouse, if any; and in those remaining, if any, the children of such
Owner may be interred in the order of need.
Owner’s Heirs and Successors:
Upon purchasing a Right of Interment and proper transfer of the right to the Owner, the Owner has the right to
designate the person to be interred in the place of interment subject to these rules and regulations and the laws of
the Roman Catholic Church. The Owner may designate who is to be interred in a Place of Interment in the following manner:
1. Through his or her last will and testament or through a trust which would own the Right of Interment;
2. The Cemetery will recognize a RESERVATION whereby the Owner may designate the person(s) for whom
the interment space is to be used. A reservation is accomplished by filing an affidavit with the Cemetery office specifically designating the person(s) for whom the interment space is to be utilized. A Right of Interment
established by a reservation may be waived and shall be terminated upon deposition elsewhere of the remains
of the person entitled thereto.
No Disposition of Remaining Rights of Interment by Owner:
In the absence of a specific disposition by the Owner of any remaining Rights of Interment, the Cemetery will follow a modified form of the order of statue of decent and distribution in determining the use of the remaining interment space(s). In all cases, the Owner and his/her spouse have the primary and secondary rights of interment.
Any remaining interment space(s) will be provided to the children of the Owner and his/her spouse in the order of
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need and a reservation will be established for the spouse of that child if applicable, then to the heirs of those children in the same manner as set forth above. In the event that there are no surviving next of kin, the unused Right
of Interment shall revert back to the parish and may be sold or used for other Cemetery purposes, i.e. burial of an
indigent person.
Certificate of Right of Interment:
Upon receipt of full payment of the contracted amount, the Cemetery will prepare a certificate of Right of Interment in the name of the person designated as the Owner on the Agreement of Right of Interment. The certificate is
not valid until signed by the Owner and returned to the parish office.
Placement of Permanent Memorial:
The Cemetery recommends but does not require that a permanent memorial be placed on a persons place of interment. If a permanent memorial is to be placed on a place of interment, the name of each person interred must be
inscribed on the permanent memorial. There may only be one permanent memorial placed on each grave and the
memorial must be at the head (west) of the grave. All permanent memorials must be pre-approved by the parish
office before erection of the memorial may take place. See the section on “Memorials” for more detailed information.
Authority Regarding Memorialization:
Subsequent to the interment of the Owner of a Right of Interment and the interment of his/her spouse, the cemetery
recognizes that the children of the Owner has authority with regard to the memorialization placed on the grave. If
the children do not agree as to the type of memorial or the inscription to be engraved on the memorial, the cemetery will accept the position of a majority of the children. The Cemetery retains sole discretion to approve or deny
any request.
PURCHASE OF A PLACE OF INTERMENT AND THE CEMETERY REFUND POLICY
Selection:
Persons desiring to purchase a place of interment should contact St. Peter parish office. Prices and payment options are determined by St. Peter parish and are available at the parish office.
Right of Interment:
Presentation of the certificate of Right of Interment is required at the time arrangements are to be made for the interment of a deceased person or at any other time that a person is seeking to exercise any rights requiring proof of
ownership.
Change of Address:
It shall be the duty of the Owner of the Right of Interment and/or the surviving spouse or next of kin to notify the
Cemetery of any change in address for receipt of notices and other information from the Cemetery. Any and all
notices sent to the Owner’s last known address shall be deemed proper and legal notification.
Speculation Prohibited:
Ohio law prohibits the purchase of Rights of Interment for the purpose of speculative investment.
Indebtedness:
No certificate of Right of Interment will be issued as long as there is an unpaid amount due to the cemetery for the
purchase of a Right of Interment or for any services rendered unless prior arrangements have been made with the
priest of St. Peter parish or a cemetery delegate.
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Endowed Care Trust:
St. Peter parish has established a fund for the care and maintenance of the cemetery which it owns and operates.
This fund is referred to as the St. Peter Cemetery Endowment Care Fund and is funded by an assessment on every
Right of Interment purchased at St. Peter Cemetery. Due to the restricted nature of this fund, any and all monies
paid into the fund are non-refundable.
Refund Policy:
The resale of a Right of Interment is prohibited. Therefore, all unused or unneeded Rights must be reverted back
to the ownership of St. Peter parish. The parish will refund the amount originally paid for the Right, less 25% of
the original purchase price for perpetual care and administrative fees. If a monument or memorial has been erected
on the grave being returned to the parish, said monument or memorial must be altered at the Owner’s expense to
reflect only the burials actually made in the lot.
When a purchaser enters into an installment contract with the Cemetery, it is the policy of the Cemetery not to issue a Certificate of Right of Interment until the final payment has been made. The purchaser has seven (7) days
from the date of the first payment to cancel the payment contract and will receive a full refund of monies paid.
After the seven (7) day cancellation period, a refund of the total amount paid toward the Right of Interment, less a
25% (of the total cost) perpetual care and administrative fee will be returned to the purchaser.
DISINTERMENT
Application for Disinterment:
It is advisable to contact an attorney to assist you in the process of disinterment. When a disinterment is requested,
the applicant is obligated by Ohio law and the Cemetery to comply with the following requirements.
1. No disinterment shall commence until all necessary papers have been completed and filed and all applicable
fees and charges have been paid.
2. If the applicant is the surviving spouse, is at least eighteen years of age and complies with the requirements of
Ohio Revised Code 517.23 and 517.24, the cemetery is authorized to proceed with the disinterment.
3. If the applicant is not the surviving spouse, then in addition to the application form, the applicant must also file
an application with the Probate Court of Ashland County. Upon complete review of the application, the probate court will issue an order of disinterment. Upon receipt of the original Order of Disinterment issued by the
Probate Court of Ashland County, the completed application forms, and the receipt of all applicable fees and
charges, the Cemetery will authorize the disinterment.
Notification:
The Cemetery must rely on the requirements set forth in Section 517.23 and 517.24 of the Ohio Revised Code with
regard to the issue of notice to all parties having a legal interest in the disinterment application. The cemetery cannot be held responsible for a violation of Ohio law in part of an application for disinterment.
Cemetery Right to Question:
The Cemetery reserves the right to question the sufficiency of any issued order for disinterment. This may include,
but is not limited to, obtaining verification of notice to all interested parties.
DECORATIONS
The cemetery’s policy for decorations on places of interment are as follows:
1. No shepherd hooks, metal rods, lawn ornaments, solar lights, plastic vases, or wires are to be placed on or
about the graves.
2. No evergreens, shrubs, or trees may be planted in the cemetery.
3. No perennials may be planted in the cemetery.
4. No marble chips, stones, wood chips, bricks, lucky stones, or any other landscaping material may be used to
establish a border or “garden” next to or in front of a monument or marker.
5. All glass decorations are prohibited and will be removed and discarded.
6. Any decoration which includes a flame is prohibited and will be removed and discarded.
7. Annual flowers may be planted no more than 12 inches from the front (west side) of the stone. Any plantings
deemed by the Cemetery as having been left unmaintained by the family members will be removed and seeded
with grass.
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8.

No ground containers or flower pots are to be used during the growing season. Urns may be placed next to the
marker if placed on a level concrete patio stone and removed in the winter.
9. Christmas and winter decorations must be removed by March 30. Spring and summer decorations and annual
plantings must be removed by October 31.
10. Evergreen blankets and grave blankets are not permitted at any time.
If you are in doubt of an item you wish to place on a marker, please contact the parish office for approval.
Removal of Items:
All items deemed by the cemetery to be in violation of the rules and regulations will be removed and discarded.
The Cemetery is not responsible for any item placed on or removed from a place of interment.
MEMORIALS
Memorials:
Memorials are used for the purpose of memorializing and identifying those persons interred in a place of interment.
Memorials may also include shrines and statuary donated by individuals for installation in a cemetery. The memorial must include relevant information such as the name of the deceased, date of birth and date of death and may
include other symbols as herein set forth. The Cemetery has sole discretion as to the design, size and location of
every memorial.
Memorial Application:
An application must be submitted in writing to St. Peter parish office for all memorials. The application will then
be reviewed for compliance with these rules and regulations and any other policies of the Cemetery.
Verification of Existing Memorial:
The Owner and monument dealer are solely responsible for verifying that no other permanent memorial has been
placed on the place of interment for which an application is submitted.
Footers:
All memorials must be set on a concrete footer. The footer must be no less than 36 inches deep and have at least a
2 inch reveal on all sides of the memorial. Additionally, there must be a minimum of 2 inches of grass area on
each end of the lot after the footer is poured.
Sizes and Placement of Memorials:
All sizes and designs for monuments must be submitted to the parish office for approval prior to placement in the
cemetery. It is recommended that the approval be sought prior to manufacture so as not to incur any additional
cost for changes that may need to be made to the memorial. No memorial shall be permitted that is wider than the
width (north to south) of the place of interment where the memorial is to be set. The depth (east to west) is to be
no greater than any existing memorial in the row of the intended memorialization. Memorials and monuments,
regardless of size, may only be placed with the length of the monument running north and south. East and west
monuments will not be permitted as they interfere with the maintenance of the cemetery grounds.
Shrines and Statuary:
An individual may request of the Cemetery permission to install a shrine or statue as a memorial and a cemetery
feature. The Cemetery has sole discretion with regard to the type of shrine or statue, the location and the material
to be used. This shrine or statue will become a feature of the cemetery for the benefit of all families. Such memorialization may exceed the 6 foot limitation. Any inscription including the placement of the family name, must be
approved by the parish office. The cemetery reserves the right to require modification of any inscription and the
right to require that the inscription identify the memorial as a gift or donation.
Granite Memorials — Miscellaneous:
The Owner acknowledges that his/her marker or monument is set in the ground and is subjected to a combination
of forces, both natural and man made, which can damage the granite or alter its appearance. The Cemetery shall
not be responsible for markers and/or monuments which are damaged or broken as a result of the aforementioned
causes. Under those circumstances where the Cemetery will replace a damaged memorial, the replacement will be
of such a size as to be in compliance with the current rules and regulations. Monuments which do not include a
base, also commonly referred to as monoliths, are prohibited, with the exception of a military placed monolith.
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INSCRIPTION AND SYMBOL POLICY AND SPECIFICATIONS
Inscription and Symbol Policy and Specifications:
A Catholic Cemetery is a Sacred Place that should raise to God the minds and hearts of all who visit. Among its
most distinctive features are the memorials contained within the cemetery. These features have an ability to create
a uniquely religious atmosphere. The cemetery has developed the following regulations and guidelines to aid in
the selection of appropriate inscriptions and symbols for a memorial. The purpose of these regulations and guidelines is to maintain the ancient tradition that Christian burial places be surrounded with prayerfulness and signs of
hope.
Names of Those Interred:
The names of all deceased persons interred in a place of interment must be inscribed on the granite memorial
placed on a place of interment. If a person is not interred in the location where the memorial is to be placed, then
“in memory of” must be added with the name.
Engraved and Etched Symbols:
All markers and monuments must contain at least one Christian symbol and that symbol must be predominant. If a
family so desires, in addition to the Christian symbol, a non-Christian symbol is permitted but must not be the focal point of the overall design.
Other signs or symbols of particular meaning to the family or the deceased may be included in an area not to exceed 49 square inches, i.e. 7” X 7” or any other configuration which does not exceed the maximum area of 49
square inches. The sign or symbol must be approved in advance by the parish office. Only one such sign or symbol is permitted on a 2 foot marker with a maximum of two such signs or symbols on all other larger memorials.
Inscriptions:
Sources for inscriptions are in the following order of preference: sacred scripture; the liturgy of the Catholic
Church; approved and published prayers; hymns and spiritual writings; personally authored sayings which have a
religious meaning or a significant meaning to the family; and nicknames if deemed appropriate. In consideration
of the cemetery as a sacred place, any personally authored sayings must observe a level of decorum which is appropriate for use in a Catholic cemetery and must receive the prior written approval of the Cemetery. The cemetery has sole discretion with regard to personally authored sayings. Approval prior to manufacture of the memorial
with the requested inscription is necessary to avoid any unnecessary expense in the event that it is rejected.
Formal titles of family relationship are preferred, however, personal terms of endearment may be submitted for
approval by the Cemetery.
Right to Reject:
A Catholic Cemetery is a Sacred Place, therefore, the Cemetery reserves the right to reject any marker or monument which is not approved prior to manufacture or delivery. If a marker or monument is rejected for failure to
comply with the rules and regulations, it must be removed immediately by the Owner or monument dealer at the
Owner’s expense. Moreover, the Cemetery will not be responsible for any marker or monument which is manufactured or delivered without prior written approval. The cemetery will not store any marker or monument.
MODIFICATIONS AND AMMENDMENTS
Exceptions and Modifications:
Special cases may arise in which the literal enforcement of a rule may impose unnecessary hardship. The Cemetery, therefore, reserves the right, without notice, to make exceptions, suspensions, or modifications in any of these
rules and regulations when, in its judgment, the same appear advisable; and such temporary exception, suspension
or modification shall in no way be construed as affecting the general application of such rule.
Amendments:
The Cemetery may, and it herby expressly reserves the right, at any time, or from time to time, adopt new rules and
regulations or amend, alter or repeal any rule, regulation or article, section, paragraph or sentence in these rules and
regulations.
The rules and regulations of this cemetery shall be posted on the St. Peter parish website at:
www.loudonvillecatholic.org.
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