
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading — As the prophet Samuel anointed David with oil, the 

spirit of the LORD rushed upon David 

(1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a). 

Psalm — The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want (Psalm 

23). 

Second Reading — You who were once darkness are now light in the 

Lord (Ephesians 5:8-14). 

Gospel — The man who had been blind from birth proclaimed: The 

one called Jesus made clay with his saliva, anointed my eyes with it, 

and told me to wash (John 9:1-41 [1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]).  
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LIGHT 

“Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ 

will give you light” (Ephesians 5:14). We are at the mid-

point of our Lenten journey of conversion. As always, 

God never gives up on us, especially those who have 

“fallen asleep” along the road to conversion. The most 

powerful stories of conversion are proclaimed during 

these final weeks of Lent. They have the power to shake us out of our 

sleep. Today’s Gospel story of the healing of the man born blind expos-

es the real blindness in the time of Christ—the blindness of the self-

righteous religious leaders. In a few weeks, at the Easter Vigil, the 

Church will proclaim “Christ our Light” as the paschal candle is carried 

into darkened churches throughout the world. May the darkness of sin 

that still pervades our lives, communities, and world, be dispelled by 

the Christ who comes to bring sight to the blind and light to the world.  
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Day Date  Feast/Holiday  Mass Intention Requested By 

Saturday Mar 21 Vigil † Allison Bucher Bruce & Mary Davis 

Sunday Mar 22 Fourth  Sunday of Lent † Luke Coleman Woody & Bonnie Coleman 

Monday Mar 23 Lenten Weekday † Allison Bucher Pat & Kathy Grego 

Tuesday Mar 24 Lenten Weekday † Ruth Wingart Ken & Sharon Gosche 

Wednesday Mar 25 Annunciation of the Lord  People of St. Peter  

Thursday Mar 26 Lenten Weekday  No Mass  

Friday Mar 27 Lenten Weekday  No Mass  

Saturday Mar 28 Vigil † Chinnamma Kuttothara Annie Kuttothara 

Sunday Mar 29 Fifth  Sunday of Lent † William Woodson Larry & Deb Henley 

FORMED 
If you haven’t already signed up for your free account with FORMED,  now is a 
great time.  Go to our website (www.loudonvillecatholic.org) and scroll down 
to the FORMED picture.  Click on the “Click here to register” and follow the 
prompts to start enjoying all of the free content. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b; Jn 4:43-54 

Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16 

Wednesday: Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10;Lk 1:26-38 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 

Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23;Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-53 

Sunday: Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11;  Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 

 20-27, 33b-45]  

There will be no public Masses through and including Easter Sunday 

Reflections on the Readings 

*Samuel was one of the great leaders of ancient Israel. Called by God 

while he was still young, he was recognized as a prophet and a seer 

before becoming a military and political leader. Yet he expected that 

God would select one of Jesse’s older sons as the new king. If not 

even this eminently wise and capable leader has the insight required 

to choose his successor, how much more must we depend on God for 

the decisions we must make. If nothing else, we must resist the urge 

to make a snap judgment based on appearances alone. 

*“Like night and day,” we say when speaking of two things that are 

completely different. Paul would approve of that idiom, for he con-

trasts light and darkness in the reading we hear today: “You were 

once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord” (Ephesians 5:8). 

While in darkness (whose “fruitless works” can still tempt them) the 

Ephesians were unable or unwilling to realize goodness, righteous-

ness, or truth. With the light of Christ they gained insight. In the early 

Christian era, one of the traditional names for baptism was 

“illumination.” As baptized Christians, let us shine forth the light of 

Christ to illuminate our world. 

*The intellectual laziness of the Pharisees is exposed today. Rather 

than take the time to use good judgment, they immediately dismiss 

Jesus as a sinner. He did not keep the Sabbath! It did not matter that 

he cured a blind man. It wouldn’t matter if he had conquered death; 

keeping the law was more important. If nothing else, judging exclu-

sively by the letter of the law made life easier for them. Illuminated by 

Christ’s light, we are called to make the effort to shine a light on all 

aspects of a person, event, or issue, so we can make a good and true 

judgment. 

St Peter Catholic Church 

March 22, 2020  Fifth Sunday of Lent 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is being offered for... 

Prayers of the Faithful 
For the Church, that we may bring to light whatever is hidden in dark-
ness and heal the wounds that have gone unnoticed, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 
For government leaders, that they may continually work to ensure the 
well-being of the most vulnerable in their care, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For victims of extreme human rights violations—those who have been 
abducted, tortured, or executed—and for their families and loved 
ones, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For those preparing for the Easter sacraments, especially those in our 
parish, that they may walk in the light of Christ and radiate that light 
to others, let us pray to the Lord. 
 
For all of us, that we may resolve look beyond appearances and 
attempt to see the face of Christ in all whom we meet, let us pray to 
the Lord. 

Al Steffen, Patrick Cook, Alan Ohler, Debbi Smith, Tim Sage, 
Carter James Owings, Heather Sage, Roger LaBelle, Joe 

Karabinus, Bob & Susie Lenardt, Doug and Connie Voss, Melissa Sturdi-
van, Cathy Hier,  Roger & Eleanor Chapman, Chuck Henley, Jr.,  Rose Gillette, 
Dan Sved, Becky Stanley, Vince Graham, Kaden Allerding, Mrs. Bainer,  John 
Kick, Rich & Gloria Stoker, Scott Roberts, Runyan Family, Midge McKinley, Mi-
chael Brinkman, George Miller, Lisa Weslock, Paula Schmid, Dorothy Louthian, 
Jamie Parker, Anne Kochera, Mary Moses, Eddie Murphy, Bruce Bible, Tripp 
Heffelfinger, Marilyn & Raymond Keck, Jane Bible, Betty Ginnetti, Micki 
Gaines, Clara Jane Conrad, Mrs. Jackson, Ginny Dunmire, Eileen Esselburn, Fr. 
Elmer Marquard, Pope Francis, and for peace throughout the world.   

Pray  for... 

Stay updated on Parish news by checking  the parish webpage at 
www.loudonvillecatholic.org.   

You can also find us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/stpeterloudonville.   

If you do not currently receive our email updates, please contact the parish 
office to have your email added to our list. 


