






 

 

 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) 

 

The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) is the process by which non-Catholic adults receive instruc-

tion about, and may be initiated into, the Catholic Church.  RCIA is designed for those who have not been 

baptized; for those who have been baptized in another faith tradition; and for Catholics who were baptized as 

Catholics but never received Holy Communion or Confirmation. The program consists of intellectual, spiritu-

al and moral formation that prepares adults for full union with the Catholic Church. RCIA is not just a pro-

gram consisting of a series of classes, but a sacramental formation process that prepares individuals for a full 

life in union with God and His Holy Catholic Church. The process consists of a number of steps and rites.  

RCIA can be described as an extended course of intellectual, spiritual, and moral formation that prepares adult 

individuals to live as a life-long disciple of Christ.   

There are four basic steps to the RCIA program: 

Inquiry – This initial stage gives the person a chance to explore the Catholic faith with no obligations.  During 

this time, instruction includes studies of the Catholic Catechism, Catholic tradition, the Sacraments, the Com-

mandments, Liturgy of the Mass, Catholic Theology, and Catholic social teachings. 

Rite of Election – Those that choose to go on toward Baptism and/or Confirmation will participate in the Rite 

of Election and continue the formation program as a catechumen (a person who has never been baptized) or a 

candidate (a person who has already been baptized). The Rite of Election is on the first Sunday of Lent and 

various rites (scrutinies, presentations and anointing) in communion with the congregation throughout the 

Lenten season. 

Sacraments of Initiation – The formation process prepares you to participate in the Sacraments of Baptism 

and/or Confirmation and Eucharist on Holy Saturday (the night before Easter Sunday) at the Easter Vigil 

Mass. This is the beginning of life as a fully initiated Catholic disciple. 

Growth in Faith (Mystagogy) – New Catholics will continue to meet a few times during the Easter Season to 

further reflect on the “mysteries of faith” and deepen their understanding of what it means to live as Christ’s 

disciple and be introduced to Catholic parish life. 

Classes are taught by a team of instructors, with the rites during Sunday Masses at St. Peter Parish Church in 

Loudonville, and the Diocesan Cathedral, St. John the Evangelist, in Cleveland.  

Those interested in becoming Catholic, or those interested in learning more about the process, are encouraged 

to contact Fr. Hawk at any time throughout the year. 

 






