


GOD EVER PURSUES US 
We hear today of God’s unrelenting pursuit of us. Our 
readings tell stories of God’s intense desire to share 
the divine life with us. From Exodus, we see how God 
shows endless persistence and compassion, even to 
those who grumble against God, or seem to have for-
gotten God. From the Gospel of John, we hear of how 

Jesus, in his extended conversation with the Samaritan woman, gives 
her dignity, names uncomfortable truths, and gradually leads her 
into a new path of faith. We can have confidence that as we bring 
our own confusions, fears, and failings to God, we may receive God’s 
mercy and forgiveness. God always persists and continually finds 
new ways to invite people into unity with God. As Paul describes in 
Romans, in the cross we see how God will go to any length to 
demonstrate the depth and breadth of divine love. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4; Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9; Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20; Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Ps 81:6c-11ab, 14, 17; Mk 12:28-34 
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab; Lk 18:9-14 
Sunday: 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 5:8-14;  
 Jn 9:1-41[1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38]  

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading —    When the people grumbled to Moses for water in 
the desert, the LORD heard and brought forth water from the rock 
for all to drink (Exodus 17:3-7). 
Psalm — Listen to God’s voice today; be not hardhearted (Psalm 95). 
Second Reading — God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit (Romans 5:1-2, 5-8). 
Gospel — Ask, and you will be given living water so that you will nev-
er thirst again (John 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42]).  

Our next Beta meeting is this Tuesday, March 14 at 10:00am in the 
Meeting Room behind the sanctuary. Please come 
with your questions and spend an hour discussing 
some of the less frequently explored areas of our 
faith. There is no set agenda, so any question related 
to the Church, our Catholic faith or religion in general 
is welcome.  

Morning Prayer  
Join us each Monday and Tuesday morning at 8:00am to pray Morn-
ing Prayer and the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  

Lawn Care Help 
As spring approaches, we are looking for volunteers or teams that 
would be willing to mow and trim the property at the church, rec-
tory and across the street. The church has a commercial model zero
-turn mower in addition to a push mower and trimmer to cut 
around the gardens and on the hills. Preference would be to have 
the work done on Fridays (weather permitting) so that the grounds 
will look their best for the weekend. Ideally, we would have several 
individuals or teams to allow for vacations and to not require a 
weekly commitment. If you are able to assist, please contact the 
parish office.  

The Three Lenten Disciplines: Prayer 
Fasting, almsgiving, and prayer are not specifically Christian prac-
tices. Jewish piety, from which the primitive church developed, 
already included these three spiritual exercises. The Muslims also 
include these three in the five pillars of their Islamic faith. But it is 
Jesus himself who invites us to practice these three pillars of con-
version. He reminds us that they are not done to “show off” that 
we are holier than everyone else. On the contrary, fasting, charita-
ble works, and praying are done with humility (Matthew 6:1–6; 16
–21). It is challenging, but we are not discouraged because the 
Holy Spirit comes to our aid. 
The Lenten discipline of prayer can be thought of in two ways. For 
Christians, to pray in the first way is to speak like children to God, 
who loves us as mother, father, sibling, and friend. When speaking 
to God, we tell God what we have inside us, trusting that our 
words are the ones that most please God. The second approach to 
prayer means proclaiming with confidence our fears, problems, 
joys, and yearnings to God, knowing that God loves and hears us. 
Praying either way means spending time with God, at times talk-
ing, at times silent, but always with the assurance that we are 
loved. 
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Mission Buy Me Now Auction 
St Peter Mission Society needs items for the following baskets: 
greeting cards / stationary, office/school supplies, summer fun/
picnic, wrapping paper, pasta and sewing/ craft. If you have any 
new items that fall in these categories, please put them in the mis-
sion basket by Monday, March 20th. Call Susie Henley Piskur at 614-
571-5357 with any questions. Thank you so much for your help.  



 

 Stewardship Report 

  

 2/28/23-3/6/23 FYTD 

Offertory  $3,365.00 $123,716.04 

General Fund Envelope 745.00 17,519.00 

Unrestricted Donations  
and Bequests 

0.00 3,850.06 

Pray  for... 

Vee Whims, 
Bob & Norma Huy, 

Barbara Nickels, 
Jeanne  Petersen, 

Helen Ankney, 
Mary Louise Kick, 
Josephine  Grega,  

Barb Young, 
Frank Gaines, 
Carol Gaines, 

Christa Snyder,   
 Rosena Fisher, 
Donna Foote, 

Sir David Adam,  
Alan Ohler,  

Debbi Smith,  
Tim Sage,  

Heather Sage,  
Connie Voss,  

Melissa Sturdivan,  
Cathy Hier,   

Eleanor Chapman,  
Chuck Henley, Jr.,   

Dan Sved,  
Becky Stanley,  

Kaden Allerding,   
John Kick,  

Runyan Family,  
Midge McKinley,  

Jamie Parker,  
Anne Kochera,  

Mary Moses,  
Bruce Bible,  

Tripp Heffelfinger,  
Jane Bible,  

Micki Gaines,   
Fr. Elmer Marquard,  

Pope Francis,  
and for peace 

 throughout the world.   

 

Thank You! 
Saint Peter parishioners are  
remarkably generous. Sharing a 
portion of our income with the 
Church is a sign everything belongs 
to God and we dedicate our "first 
fruits" to the work of the kingdom of 
Christ. Thank you so much for your 
faith and generosity.  

During this time of Lent, we often become 
more focused on our spiritual health and well-
being. While this is an important part of our 
journey, have we taken time to encourage 
others in their Lenten journeys? What? You 
may be thinking that it is hard enough to navi-
gate your own growth! But spiritual growth is a 
bit different than eating the right foods to pro-
mote our physical growth. To grow spiritually 
we need to step outside of ourselves and be 
willing to move beyond our own wants and 
needs. Even for those with limited mobility, 
reaching out can take the form of praying for 
others or spending time in conversation. For 
those who work or go to school, the possibili-
ties are endless. How can I help fulfill my Len-
ten journey by supporting another person’s 
journey?  

Lenten Soup Supper 
Our next Lenten Soup Supper will be held in the 
Parish Hall this Tuesday, March 14 from 6:00 – 
7:45pm. It will consist of supper followed by a video 
and discussion. This season’s video presentations 
will witness the profound beauty of ordinary people 
whose lives have been radically moved by Jesus 
Christ. Each episode will explore a unique ministry 
effort driven by fascinating individuals who live to 
bring Christ’s light to dark and lonely places. These 
stories of encounter seek to bring hope and renew-
al to the world by sharing ways that Christ is work-
ing in the world today. Anyone, no matter where 
they are in their faith journey will hopefully be in-
spired by this series to do good. A signup sheet is 
located at the entrance of the church if you can 
bring a soup or bread to share.  

Day Date  Feast/Holiday   Mass Intention Requested By 

Saturday March 11 Vigil 5:00 pm  John & Jean Gardner Patrick & Jenny Snyder 

Sunday March 12 Third Sunday of Lent 9:00 am  Donald Ray Bush and  
the People of St. Peter 

Paula Bush Adam 

Wednesday March 15 Lenten Weekday 4:00 pm  George Ropchock Family of George Ropchock 

Friday March 17 Lenten Weekday Noon  Daniel Baumgartner Roxanne Baumgartner 

Saturday March 18 Vigil 5:00 pm  Butch Thompson Sue Timmons 

Sunday March 19 Fourth Sunday of Lent 9:00 am  Harold & Melinda Bible Jane Bible 

Stations of the Cross   
Fridays during Lent at 5:30 pm 

We will have an evening of prayer 
and penance here at the parish on 
Wednesday, March 22, beginning at 
7:00 pm.  Please plan to join us that 
evening. 

Holy Hour 
Consider spending time in prayer before the 
Blessed Sacrament this Monday, March 13 at 
7:00pm in the Church. The hour will begin with a 
short reflective prayer service followed by quiet 
time for personal prayer.  

 
Mission Society 

St Francis Xavier MISSION SOCIETY meets to pro-
mote mission endeavors and encourage spiritual 
and material assistance to missionaries at home 
and abroad. We meet monthly on the 3rd Monday 
of the month at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. 
Meetings include an opportunity for fellowship and 
service. All Welcomed. Next Meeting is March 20th 




