


THE LIGHT OF SERVICE 
The prophet Isaiah inspires us with these words: “Light 
shall rise for you in the darkness, and the gloom shall 
become for you like midday.” All of us celebrating the 
liturgy today praise God for these words of encourage-
ment. Surely each of us knows the gloomy side of life, 
but today’s readings propose a brilliant antidote to 

misery: the light of service. Isaiah focuses on physical suffering, tell-
ing us to provide food, clothing, housing, and equal opportunity to 
those with limited resources. Moving beyond material needs, Saint 
Paul demonstrates how to proceed humbly when attending to peo-
ple’s spiritual needs. Saint Matthew’s Gospel stirs us to bold action: 
whatever gifts we have, we must put them at the service of our com-
munities. As Christians, we must engage with one another without 
holding back, letting our light shine before all. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10, 12, 24, 35c; Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday: Gn 1:20 — 2:4a; Ps 8:4-9; Mk 7:1-13 
Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 29bc-30;  
 Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday: Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-5; Mk 7:24-30 
Friday: Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 7:31-37 
Saturday: Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-10 
Sunday: Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34; 1 Cor 2:6-10;  
 Mt 5:17-37 [20-22a, 27-28, 33-34a, 37]  

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading —   If you share your food with the hungry, provide 
housing for the homeless, then light shall break forth upon you 
(Isaiah 58:7-10). 
Psalm — One who is just is a model for the righteous (Psalm 112). 
Second Reading — My message to you, says Paul, was not clever 
words of wisdom but the proclamation of Christ crucified (1 Corinthi-
ans 2:1-5). 
Gospel — You are the salt of the earth, the light of the world 
(Matthew 5:13-16).  

Sick & Homebound 
If you are aware of anyone who is sick, having surgery or in need of 
prayers, please contact the parish office so that we can let others 
know.  Note that for us to pass this on to the parish via email or 
bulletin, we need to be given approval by a family member.  Also, if 
you are aware of someone who is not able to attend Mass and 
would like to receive Holy Communion at home, please contact the 
parish office.  We rely on our parishioners to help us maintain an 
updated list of those needing spiritual care.  

Religious Goods Recycling 
St. Mary  Recycle Mission Group out of Lancaster, PA will be in our 
area on March 5. They take in just about anything of Religious na-
ture that can be used by other churches, convents or religious or-
ganizations and send them to areas in need, or areas that might not 
have funds to purchase items. Some of the things that they accept 
are: 
- Crucifixes - Holy Medals 
- Statues (any size) - Holy Cards 
- Rosaries (damaged ok) - Framed Pictures 
- Prayer books/Bibles/Breviaries (Please No Story Type/Regular 
Books or Pamphlets/Magazines/DVD's or VHS Tapes) 
If you have any religious items that you would like to donate to this 
group, there will be a box in the vestibule of the church through the 
month of February where you can drop them off. 

Buy Me Now Auction 
Mark your calendar for the weekend of April 28th to 30th for the 
annual  Buy Me Now Auction sponsored by St Francis Xavier Mis-
sion Society. Donations will be accepted until March 15th. Call 
chairpersons Susie Henley Piskur  (614-571-5357) or Renata Lunt 
(419-994-3195) with any questions. Thanks for supporting our 
efforts to raise money to donate to those who are in need.   

Prayer in Time of Illness 
Lord Jesus, I believe that having passed through the gate of life in 
baptism, I will always have your protection and comfort. Yet today 
the pains of my illness threaten to overcome me and cause me to 
forget all the good things you have given me in this life. I pray in con-
fidence that you would send forth your Spirit to refresh and revive 
me as you have always done in the past. May I 
continue to witness to your goodness in this 
life so that I may be with you at the heavenly 
banquet table in eternity. 
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Morning Prayer  
Morning Prayer resumes this Monday and Tuesday at 8:00am each 
morning. All are welcome to join in this official prayer of the Church.  

Parish Council Meeting 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is this Monday at 7:00pm in 
the Meeting Room at Church.  

Men’s Group 
Next meeting is this Wednesday (February 8) at 6:30pm in the 
Meeting Room at Church. Snacks and beverages will be provided. 
All men of the parish are welcome.  

Catholic Charities Open House 
Catholic Charities of Ashland County would like to invite you to an 
Open House to be held at our parish rectory on Tuesday, February 
21st from 2 to 6pm. Come out to meet some of the staff, enjoy re-
freshments and learn more about what types of programs and ser-
vices they offer!  For additional questions, please contact Director 
Sheryl Villegas or Assistant Director Kimberlee Sheller at 419-289-
1903.  

Mission Society Meeting 
St Francis Xavier MISSION SOCIETY meets to promote mission en-
deavors and encourage spiritual and material assistance to mission-
aries at home and abroad. We meet monthly on the 3rd Monday of 
the month at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. Meetings include an 
opportunity for fellowship and service. All Welcomed. THIS WILL BE 
A WORKING MEETING. Next Meeting is February 20th 

Women’s Group 
In response to interest in a women’s group all ladies are invited to a 
woman’s morning reflection, Saturday, February 11, from 9-11 am 
in the parish hall. This first session will focus on preparing for your 
lenten journey and will include discussion of next steps for a bi-
weekly women’s lenten program. Coffee and tea will be served. 
Please contact Diana Fromme (419-512-4930) or Rita Henley (419-
606-1524) with any questions.  



 

 Stewardship Report 

  

 1/24/23-1/30/23 FYTD 

Offertory  $1,884.00 $99,173.24 

General Fund Envelope 385.00 14,650.00 

Unrestricted Donations  
and Bequests 

0.00 3,850.06 

Thank You! 
Saint Peter parishioners are  
remarkably generous. Sharing a 
portion of our income with the 
Church is a sign everything belongs 
to God and we dedicate our "first 
fruits" to the work of the kingdom of 
Christ. Thank you so much for your 
faith and generosity.  

Pray  for... 

Joe Hiesser, 
Bill  & Bev Conrad, 

Bob & Norma Huy, 
Barbara Nickels, 

Jeanne  Petersen, 
Helen Ankney, 

Mary Louise Kick, 
Josephine  Grega,  

Barb Young, 
Frank Gaines, 
Carol Gaines, 

Christa Snyder,   
Norma Huy, 

 Rosena Fisher, 
Donna Foote, 

Sir David Adam,  
Alan Ohler,  

Debbi Smith,  
Tim Sage,  

Heather Sage,  
Connie Voss,  

Melissa Sturdivan,  
Cathy Hier,   

Eleanor Chapman,  
Chuck Henley, Jr.,   

Dan Sved,  
Becky Stanley,  

Kaden Allerding,   
John Kick,  

Runyan Family,  
Midge McKinley,  

Jamie Parker,  
Anne Kochera,  

Mary Moses,  
Bruce Bible,  

Tripp Heffelfinger,  
Raymond Keck,  

Jane Bible,  
Micki Gaines,   

Fr. Elmer Marquard,  
Pope Francis,  
and for peace 

 throughout the world.   Black & Indian Mission  $20.00 Central & Eastern Europe Mission $25.00  Latin America Mission  $225.00 

This is the third of the “corners” discussing the 
virtues of faith, hope and love. Today we re-
flect on love. We are told that love binds the 
other virtues together. Yet the word love is 
used in so many ways in the English language, 
that it should not surprise us that it is so mis-
understood. According to St. Paul, love is pa-
tient and kind, not jealous or boastful; it is not 
arrogant or rude; it does not insist on its own 
way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not 
rejoice at wrong but rejoices in the right; it 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
things, endures all things. So, while love at 
times can be emotional, if this is our only un-
derstanding of love, we are missing the true 
meaning. Our love for God must be reflected in 
our love for one another, even if at times we 
don’t “feel” like it!  

Day Date  Feast/Holiday   Mass Intention Requested By 

Saturday Feb 4 Vigil 5:00 pm  Deceased of the Ginnetti & 
Dunmire Families 

Toni Dunmire 

Sunday Feb 5 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 9:00 am  Catherine Hohmann & the 
People of St. Peter 

Donna Foote 

Wednesday Feb 8 Weekday 4:00 pm  Robert Bruce & Yvonne 
Baumgartner 

Roxanne Baumgartner 

Friday Feb 10 St. Scholastica Noon  Deceased of the Rupp  
Family 

Joe & Maureen Rygielski 

Saturday Feb 11 Vigil 5:00 pm  Vernon & Marian Randall Larry & Karen Gongwer 

Sunday Feb 12 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 9:00 am  Dennis Weese & Family Pat Studer 

The next session of Beta will be February 
14.  All are welcome to join for an hour of 
conversation about anything church. 

Year End Tax Statements 
If you are in need of a donation substantiation 
letter for your taxes, please contact Linda in the 
parish office at 419-994-4396 x2.  

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 
Our Lady of Lourdes (February 11) 

On February 11, 1858, fourteen-year-old Bernadette 
Soubirous, the oldest of nine children in a poor fam-
ily from Lourdes, France, saw Our Lady in the first of 
eighteen apparitions. At the grotto of Massabielle, 
Bernadette saw “a small lady in white” who invited 
her to return each day. During the visions the Lady 
communicated a message of penance, instructed 
Bernadette to dig so that a spring of water began to 
flow, requested that a chapel be built there at the 
grotto, and eventually identified herself by saying “I 
am the Immaculate Conception.” Throughout these 
apparitions, Our Lady addressed Bernadette in a 
formal way, treating the humble girl with dignity. In 
1862 the authenticity of the apparitions was con-
firmed by Church authorities. The Feast of Our Lady 
of Lourdes was recognized worldwide in 1907. 
Lourdes became a place of pilgrimage for thousands 
of the faithful; their faith and the faith of many oth-
ers was revitalized through the story of a simple 
young girl from rural France.  




