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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

121 DAVIS STREET 

SANTA PAULA, CA 93060-2788 

WAYPOINT STATEMENT 

  To make disciples in the Heritage 
Valley and beyond who are rooted in 
God’s Word, led by the Holy Spirit, 
and devoted to prayer and growth in 
His grace. 

Presby-News prepared by Chris Buchanan 

Prayers of Guidance for Church Leaders and Workers: 

Pastor Ron Urzua 

Pastor Bob Ramos, Associate Minister 

      Steve Batstone, Music Director                   Nancy Austin, Organist 

      Chris Buchanan, Church Coordinator          Penny Carlson, Treasurer 

Those serving on Session and Board of Deacons 

 

Visit our websites at :  
Www.sppresby.com 
    

Sunday Schedule 

8:00  Choir Practice 

9:30 Worship in the Sanctuary 

11:00 Worship in the Park 

     11:00 Adult Bible Study 

**** 

Church Office Hours 
9-12 a.m.   2-4 p.m. 
Tuesday-Wednesday 

 
   9-12 a.m.  Thurs.-Fri 

   

Presby-News     
      May 2020 

 
COVID-19 VIRUS 

Church is Closed 
but 

God’s Love & 
Care Never Stops 

The Presbyterian Church of Santa Paula was organized on Sunday, May 13, 1883, with 
twenty-one charter members.  In the fall of 1886, the congregation decided to build a 
sanctuary at the corner of Main and Davis Streets.  The cornerstone was laid in 1887 
and the dedication held in 1889, the total building cost being $13,500.   
   In 1895 the frame structure was moved to the rear of the lot (where the existing stone 
sanctuary now stands) and the frontage on Main Street was sold.  That building was 
destroyed by fire on June 7, 1932. 
   The present stone church was dedicated on November 5, 1933.  The total cost of the 
building and furnishings was approximately $30,000.  The Kilgen pipe organ replaced 
the old church organ lost in the fire.  The carillon was given during the 75th anniversary 
celebration in 1958.   
   We thank God for the continued active presence of our church in the community. 

1883-2020 
137 Years 
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Wesley Cullins (1941) * 
Bernadine McCracken
(1946) 
Helen Tubbs (1946)* 
Laura Staben (1956) 
Floyd Griffin (1957) 
Lea Blair (1957) 
Lola Law (1961)* 
Vicki Thompson (1961) 
Wanda Samples (1961)* 
 

Mary Brown (1962) 
Richard Marshall (1962) 
Chuck Stewart (1962) 
Carol McMullin (1964) * 
Louise Saviers (1964) 
Marilyn Murray (1965) 
Nancy Brogan (1968) * 
Jodi Ponce (1968) 
 
*Inactive roll   

Just the Facts 
As of May 13, 2020,  seventeen people will have been 

members 50 or more years. 

 

 

The First Church, prior to the Methodist-Episcopalians building their new house of worship on 
Santa Barbara & Mill St. in 1883.this simple wooden building cost the congregation $3,000, and 
stretched their coffers to pay it off.  As a source of income they rented their new sanctuary for 
$35, when the Methodists weren’t holding services.  Both the Baptists and the Presbyterians rent-
ed the building for services on alternating unused weekends.  Week days the building was used as 
a school house.  The Presbyterians broke ground for their own church building in 1886. 
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A Prayer for Memorial Day 
We remember, O Lord, all those people throughout the years who 
have made the supreme sacrifice for our country, for liberty, for us.  
Whenever we breathe the air of freedom or claim the right to justice 
or enjoy the privilege of worship, fill us with gratitude for those 
who selflessly gave the last full measure of devotion—their very 
lives—for our benefit. 
  May these brave men and women now know the joy of eternity and 

your presence.  And may the families of the fallen receive comfort and peace aid their 
grief. Help us as we minister to their needs.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen 

 
 
From the Music Director: 
 
     "Praise God in His sanctuary," "Praise Him for His mighty deeds," "Let every-
thing that has breath praise the Lord!" That's what we've done for years, isn't it? 
Choir, Bells, Praise Team, and Congregation -- I sure miss it right now. I expect 
you do too.  
     In my youth I heard a preacher say this: "The Bible says, 'It came to pass.' 
That means it didn't come to stay!" Can't wait till this strange season passes. We 
will praise God together once again. 

     In the meantime, sing along with our 
"virtual" worship, and thank you Rob 
Schleef, Chris Buchanan, and Donna       
Nelson (all Choir members, I might add '-) 
for your technical expertise. It has helped 
us continue praising, even in a tough 
time. 
      
      

   Steve Batstone 
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May 
5 Alice McMahan 
5  Aleeya Flores 
7  Larry Murray 
10  Bob Ramos 
13 Louie Urzua 
13  Mal King 
14  Kay Hara 
17 Val Thoreson 
18 Steve Batstone 
19 Richard Marshall 
24 Michael Foster 
28 Gordon Whitcomb 
 
 
 

Celebrate  Sunday,  May 10  
In your homes. 

 
Congregational Birthdays 

137th Church Birthday 
Mother’s Day 

May 10 

July 25-26 (Sat/Sun) 

Let’s take these friends with  health issues to 
God in our daily prayers. 

 

Anthony Estrada Bill Elder 
Dot Payton  John Kemp 
Don Mosbarger  The Crespo Family 
Marion Nauman Jim Leatherman 
The Hara Family 
Joyce Rounds 

A Weekend in the Word 

 

Bible Study 

Music-Crafts-Games 

Barbecue 

Worship 

Fun & Fellowship 

 

A Celebration of  

our Life Together 
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Luke 24:13-35 is about two men much like you and me 
who were very close followers of Jesus. The account 
takes place the same day as Jesus’ resurrection on a 
road to the city of Emmaus which was approximately 
17 miles west of Jerusalem.  Jesus had appeared to 
some of his close followers but it appears that these 
two guys weren't in that group. 
 

Apparently, these two fellas were going back home to Emmaus when suddenly 
Jesus joins them. The scriptures aren't really clear on how he appears. It only 
says he was not recognized. Jesus asks them what they are talking about. 
Verse 17 says their faces were downcast from all that had occurred in the last 
48-60 hours. 
 
The one who they believed was their new (and promised by God) king has 
been brutally tortured and crucified. Yet, two days later his body was no longer 
in the tomb where he was buried. Much confusion had arisen among His close 
followers and the Roman government.  
 
 Had HE TRULY RISEN? If true, that would change the sadness, the fears, the 
uncertainties, confusion, emptiness of hope. It was kind of like today in our 
world with the Corona virus. We have tons of questions, uncertainties, and 
deep sadness regarding all the people who have died. Many are asking- where 
is God?  If you've struggled with these feelings, you are not alone. 
 
As the two broken men, and Jesus continue along the road, Jesus begins to 
review all the passages of scripture which point to the promised king, savior, 
Lord. All point to Jesus and what has occurred to Him. When the three sit down 
to eat and Jesus breaks bread for them, the two men realize he is the resurrect-
ed Savior. The passage tells us that the two say "Weren't our eyes opened" and 
"our heart burned within us". God's Word through Jesus had opened their eyes 
to the fact that Christ was alive and He fulfilled all of God's promises to them. 
The Holy Spirit affirms in their hearts that God is indeed with them.  
 
In the same way, Jesus is walking with each us as we are His followers. We 
may not recognize Him and what He is doing in this crazy time, and other times 
in our lives where sadness, hopelessness, discouragement, etc., rock our 
souls. But, like with the two Emmaus friends, Jesus is with us. Spending time in 
reading the Bible may enlighten His work in us that we have struggled to see. 
The Holy Spirit is here and wants to affirm in our hearts that God is with us.  
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I have really 
missed being with 
all of you who at-
tend the Bible 
Study in the Book 
of Mark on Friday 
mornings. Feel 
free to read on in 
Mark. Soon, we 
will be back to-
gether digging for 

the gold that lies in this awesome Gospel. 
Each of you are in my thoughts and pray-
ers. 
                                  Pastor Bob 

Of Patience and Pruning 
 
  In many parts of America, Mother’s Day is 
the recommended date for planting flowers 
outdoors.  Subjecting blooms to the elements 
any sone is risky, though sunny spring days 
sure make waiting tough.    
Perhaps that’s why poet 
May Sarton calls gardening 
“an instrument of grace,” 
for it “slows us down and 
forces patience.” 
   Courage is also required.  
Gardeners “must be brave 
enough to cut back the old 
and sit with bare branches, 
awaiting new growth,” writes  Cheryl Rich-
ardson (Waking Up in Winter).   And we 
must trust that it will come.”  When God 
prunes us, we too must trust that new growth 
and new life are in store….and then patiently 
wait. 
   Think about that last statement in terms of 
our lives during this corona virus.  Our lives 
have definitely been pruned  the  question is 
do we trust that new growth and new life are 
in store?  Are we able to patiently wait?   

 
It will be 
good to 
be in 
church 
together 
soon!  I 
have appreciated and give thanks 
to all those who made our ser-
mons, music, and messages pos-
sible during these difficult times.  I 
pray all are well and safe at 
home.  Hugs to all those who are 
missing them each week.    It will 
be day of rejoicing when we get          
together for church.  I also rely on 
our weekly Women to Women 
meetings for uplifting my spirits 
and lots of joyful fellowship.  See 
you all soon and continue to walk 
in peace and joy. 
 
                                                  
Cheryl Leatherman 

Condolences to 
Chuck & Brenda Stewart on the passing  of 
their granddaughter, Kendyl 
Bruce & Janice Dickenson on the passing of  
their son Jeff 
Veronica Rios on the passing of her brother-in-
law. 
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Prayer for a Pandemic 
 

May we who are merely inconvenienced 

 remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have o risk factors 

 remember those most vulnerable 

May we who have the luxury of working from home, 

 remember those who have no work. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children 

 when their schools close, 

 remember those who have no options. 

May we who have o cancel our trips 

 remember those that have no place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the 

 tumult of the economic market, 

 remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 

 remember those who have no home. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap 

 our arms around each other, 

 let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace 

 of God to our neighbors. 

Amen. 

 

Shared by Katrina Steiner 
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An Update from Karen and Gary Griffith – Intercultural Trainers 
with United World Mission (dated 4/17/20): 
  
Cuba 
I (Karen) went to Cuba. It was amazing! I honestly felt lifted and 
carried on the wings of angels the whole week. It was so fantastic 
to meet the Cuban believers who are thrilled about the opportunity 
to share Jesus with the rest of the world. And Cubans can go a lot 
of places that Americans can’t without a visa. (Well, at least when 
there’s not a pandemic!) The training went well and they were very excited about the new skills 
they gained for learning language.  
CIT (Center for Intercultural Training) 
I returned from Cuba and had a week of planning meetings scheduled preparing for the spring 
term at CIT. The meetings went fine with some changes to help protect ourselves from what at 
that point was simply the possibility that we'd be impacted by the coronavirus. Then over that 
weekend it felt like the whole world changed. All of a sudden, just as our new group of students 
were arriving in North Carolina, everything was getting shut down. We debated sending the   
students home, but realized it would put them at more risk as they traveled. So we made the    
decision to “hunker down” and to not let anybody in or out unnecessarily and to go on with our 
training. 
 
Please pray for all of us at CIT. As you know, this ever-changing state of the world is very   
stressful. We have lots of kids and adults on campus who we need to make sure we’re keeping 
safe and fed. Please pray particularly for my child care staff. When they go home from CIT at 
the end of each day they self-quarantine so they can stay healthy. They show up for work every 
day with smiles on their faces ready to greet the kids with confidence, even though the stress of 
this situation can be overwhelming. They are daily drawing their strength from the Lord and         
modeling Christ likeness beautifully!  
 
For those of you experiencing the challenges of having your children at home this month,        
imagine what it’s like for some of our CIT alumni who are now serving as missionaries on the 
field. I got a newsletter this week from a missionary serving at an orphanage in South          
America with 40 orphans. As you’re struggling to get food for your children, imagine worrying 
about finding enough food and creative entertainment for 40 little ones during this global crisis!  
Trainings Postponed 
All travel has been stopped for Gary indefinitely. He was already limiting his travel due to his 
shoulder recovery, but this past week he spent a lot of time communicating with teachers around 
the world and canceling training sessions. 
Trusting God! 
The Lord is up to some amazing stuff even in the midst of this virus crisis and we are trusting 
him for the results!!  
 
Thank you for praying with us! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Karen and Gary 
 
                                   (Note:  Karen is Bob Dudley’s daughter.}   
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PRAISE GOD FOR FINANCIAL GRANTS 
 

1001 Worshipping Communities (PCUSA) has awarded Worship in the Park a 
$25,000 matching funds grant to be used in that ministry.  The $25,000 matching 
funds requirement from our church is already being met when you consider a portion 
of Pastor Bob’s salary, office and kitchen supplies, equipment etc.  Watch for more 
details in upcoming newsletters. 
 
Spirit of Santa Paula has received a $3000 grant from the The Area of Greatest 
Need Disaster Fund (PDR Fund) established by the Presbytery of Santa Barbara.  
The grant is to cover the purchase of a porta potty to be used by homeless people not   
permitted n the shelter due to the COVID-19 situation. The rules for staying at the 
shelter right now require sheltering in place and following the daily rules regarding 
substance abuse, cooperation etc.  There are homeless  who    may go to the parking 
lo to receive a sack lunch or other services, but may not enter the shelter to use the 
restroom facilities.  Spirit has been renting a porta potty at a huge monthly cost. 

Financial Update 
 

 Total Income through March   $65,292.81 

 Total Expense through March  $52,743.56 

 Net Income through March   $12,549.25 

 

New Covenant Funds (Endowment Fund)   

         December $337,046.84   ——   March  $300,272.01 

  

 

If you have an e-mail address and are not receiving regular updates 
from the church office, please send your e-mail address to        
presbyoffice@verizon.net.  Sunday Worship podcast can be found 
on our website at sppresby.com or on Facebook.   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed

Note: The Sunday podcast is 

available  throughout the 

week at sppresby.com 

   

3 

╬ Holy Communion 

9:30 Worship Podcast 
11:00 Worship in the Park 
           Podcast/Texting 

4 5 

9:00 Staff Meeting 

10:00 Worship Committee 

           (Zoom) 

6 

Spirit of Santa Paula Pantry

      2:30 Set up 

      5-6   Pantry open

10 Mother’s Day 

 

9:30 Worship Podcast 
11:00 Worship in the Park 
           Podcast/Texting 

11 12 

9:00 Staff Meeting 

10:00 Worship Committee 

           (Zoom) 

13 Church Anniversary

           137 Years

Spirit of Santa Paula Pantry

      2:30 Set up 

      5-6   Pantry open

17 

9:30 Worship Podcast 
11:00 Worship in the Park 
           Podcast/Texting 

18 19 

9:00 Staff Meeting 

10:00 Worship Committee 

           (Zoom) 

7:00 Finance Meeting (Zoom) 

20 

Spirit of Santa Paula Pantry

      2:30 Set up 

      5-6   Pantry open

24 

9:30 Worship Podcast 
11:00 Worship in the Park 
           Podcast/Texting 

25  Memorial Day 26 

9:00 Staff Meeting 

10:00 Worship Committee 

           (Zoom) 

7:00 Session (Zoom) 

27 

Spirit of Santa Paula Pantry

      2:30 Set up 

      5-6   Pantry open

 

31 

9:30 Worship Podcast 
11:00 Worship in the Park 
           Podcast/Texting 

  

Need someone to run er-

rands? Call Wendy Batstone 

 

First Presbyterian Church of Santa Paula

May 2020
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Editing of podcast—Rob 

Schleef 

 

2 

Spirit of Santa Paula Pantry 

2:30 Set up 

6   Pantry open 

7 

Music video session for 

Sunday podcast 

Deadline for all parts of pod-

cast 

8 

Editing of podcast—Rob 

Schleef 
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Church Anniversary 

137 Years 

Spirit of Santa Paula Pantry 

2:30 Set up 

6   Pantry open 

14 

Music video session for 

Sunday podcast 

Deadline for all parts of pod-

cast 

15 

Editing of podcast—Rob 

Schleef 

 

 

16 

Presbytery Meeting 

Spirit of Santa Paula Pantry 

2:30 Set up 

6   Pantry open 

21 

Music video session for 

Sunday podcast 

Deadline for all parts of pod-

cast 

22 

Editing of podcast—Rob 

Schleef 
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Spirit of Santa Paula Pantry 

2:30 Set up 

6   Pantry open 

28 

Music video session for 

Sunday podcast 

Deadline for all parts of pod-

cast 

29 

Editing of podcast—Rob 

Schleef 

30 

   

First Presbyterian Church of Santa Paula 

May 2020 


