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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

121 DAVIS STREET 

SANTA PAULA, CA 93060-2788 

Sunday Schedule 

8:00  Choir Practice 

        11:00 Bible Study 

9:30 Worship in the Sanctuary 

11:00 Worship in the Park 

**** 

Church Office Hours 
9-12 a.m.   2-4 p.m. 
Tuesday-Wednesday 

 
   9-12 a.m.  Thurs.-Fri 

Visit our websites at :  
www.sppresby.com 
    

WAYPOINT STATEMENT 

  To make disciples in the Heritage 
Valley and beyond who are rooted in 
God’s Word, led by the Holy Spirit, 
and devoted to prayer and growth in 
His grace. 

Prayers of Guidance for Church Leaders and Workers: 

Pastor Ron Urzua 

Pastor Bob Ramos, Associate Lay Minister 

      Steve Batstone, Music Director                   Nancy Austin, Organist 

      Chris Buchanan, Church Coordinator          Penny Carlson, Treasurer 

Those serving on Session and Board of Deacons 

 

Presby-News prepared by Chris Buchanan 

   

Presby-News     

 

March 2020 

Paddling through Lent—-and Life 
  
 
 
 Lent is a time for restoring balance to our lives. The 
Eskimos practice balance as they venture into freezing 
Arctic waters in little boats.  If you’ve ever paddled a 
kayak,  you know how easy they are to tip.  Thankfully, 
kayaks are just as easy to turn back upright. 
   
   That isn’t a bad image for Lent—or for life as a 
whole.  Whatever spiritual disciplines we adopt, if we 
succumb to temptation, it’s no biggie.  One of the les-
sons of Lent is that, as long as we’re traveling light, it 
takes only a quick twist of the paddle to right us.  That 
paddle twist might take the form of a quick but heartfelt 
prayer: “Jesus, set me straight again!” Or it might 
mean some extra time set aside for quiet meditation 
with God.  Don’t get worried if your spiritual discipline 
fails now and then.  Just let Jesus help you get upright 
once more, and keep paddling! 
 
         —adapted from Carlos Wilton, in Homiletics 
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Many of us have experienced in our 
lives the limitless power of  prayer, and 
the impact of others praying with and 
for us.  It is with that in mind that we 
approach ways to facilitate meaningful 
prayer time in our congregation. 
 
      Who is praying for the concerns of 
our church family?  Prayers are lifted 
up each Sunday during        worship.  
Staff, deacons, and elders pray for the 
needs of our people.  There is a prayer 
chain that is notified of need for prayer 
in times of crisis, and the Friday morn-
ing prayer group prays for the concerns 
that were brought forward the previous 
Sunday and new issues that arise     
during the week.  People gather for 
prayer before worship on the 4th   
Tuesday at 6:30.  The Women to 
Women group devotes time to prayer.  
And  finally, we pray individually as 
we go about our busy lives. 
 
“Faith is to the soul what life is to the 
body. Prayer is to faith what breath is 
to the body. How a person can live and 
not breathe is past my  comprehension, 
and how a person can believe and not 
pray is past my comprehension, too. “  
These words spoken by J.C. Ryle     
remind us of how basic and necessary 
prayer is to our existence as Christians.   

• “You don’t know how to 
pray? Put yourself in the 
presence of God and as 
soon as you have said, 
‘Lord, I don’t know how to 
pray!’ you can be sure you 
have already begun.” 

           -St. Josemaria Escriva 
 
 

• Seek a relationship when 
you pray, not answers.  
You won’t always find an-
swers, but you will always 
find Jesus.” 

              -Father Mike Schmitz 
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   Prayer should be at the heart of worship and in all we do.  Let us pray for each other, 
our church, our community, and our world .  May God’s will be done. 

“Where’s Waldo?”  Many of us have searched for  Waldo in the puzzle 
mazes.  Waldo doesn’t belong in this picture, but Lea Blair does so a more 
fitting question is ,“Where’s Lea?”  The answer is, recovering from 2    
broken legs requiring rods and pins to repair. 
 
Joyce Rounds will also be missing for a couple months as she recovers from 
foot surgery.  Then there’s Brenda’s severely infected finger, and the list 
goes on.   
 
Louis Lovelace Bill Elder Don Mosbarger Luis Cantero 
John Kemp  Laura Staben Sandra Crespo  Mary Brown 
Jim Leatherman Dot Payton Marion Nauman Ann Cody 
 
We continue to also pray for our friends and extended family members with 
health concerns and life challenges.   
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March 
 
5    Bob Dudley 
6    Mal King 
8    Susan Elder 
11  Laura Staben 
13  Nancy Austin 
18  Cheryl Leatherman 
19 Audrey Robertsoon 
26  Nadyne Macom 
 

Celebrate Sunday,  March 15 
 in Fellowship Hall 

 

Thank you for providing the birthday 
cakes! 
       January:   Gretchen Rogers 

February:  Bob & Chris Buchanan 
       March:      Dave & Nancy Austin 

Once again this 
year we   offer the 
opportunity to   pur-
chase Easter Lilies 
in memory of or to  

honor a loved one.  The flowers will 
adorn the sanctuary on Easter morning.  
Names of the honorees will be listed in 
the bulletin.   
     You may take the flower home with 
you after worship or the deacons will   
deliver it to a shut-in. 
     Orders for the lilies ($13.00) each may  
be placed at coffee hour or in the church 
office until Sunday, March 29. 

March 8   

FREE!!! 
There are several HP 920 Ink 
cartridges in the church office.   

PURIM CELEBRATION:     
Sunday, March 8 plan to join the  
Bible Explorers class at 11 a.m. in 
the Bousman Fireside Room for a 
Purim Celebration.  It’s a time to 
cheer for the hero and boo the vil-
lain.   
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Preparation is a common theme throughout the 
scriptures. Following His baptism, Jesus was led 
into the wilderness for 40 days to prepare for the 
ministry which was about to begin. John the Baptist 
brought a message of “prepare the way of the 
Lord”. It was a calling that people of that time 

would repent of their sins and make their heart ready for the coming of Je-
sus.  
 
The season of Lent is meant to be a season of preparation to receive what 
God would have for each of us as we recall the cross of Christ and Resurrec-
tion. Beginning with Ash Wednesday (which I hope was a rich blessing) for 
those who attended the Ash Wednesday service) begins the 40 days of Lent. 
One of the aspects of Lent can be fasting. Fasting is giving up something 
you depend on for comfort, enjoyment, etc. People often refrain from things 
like caffeine, chocolate, or TV. In Jesus preparation for ministry while in 
those 40 days gave up food. I confess I’m not that much of a spiritual giant 
to give up food altogether. Fasting doesn’t necessarily mean refraining from 
an object such as chocolate or TV. It can also be an action you tend to take 
in response to certain situations and choose to  depend on God’s preferred 
way (procrastination, sarcasm, etc.). This year I’m choosing to fast my ten-
dency to feel insecure in difficult circumstances, people, challenges, etc. It 
has served to keep me focused on the situation and often make a plan so that 
I won’t fail. The Bible tells us to “cast our cares upon Him who cares for 
you”. This Lenten season I choosing to each time I feel the tug to be inse-
cure, I’m going to dwell on a promise of God that says to trust him. 
 

I encourage each of us to consider fasting something this Lent. When we 

give up ourselves to the Lord, it opens the door for Him to fill us with His 
desires and promises. Blessings! 

      Pastor Bob 
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Around the world, millions of people lack access to sustainable food 
sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity.  The three 
programs supported by One Great Hour of Sharing—Presbyterian Dis-
aster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program , and Self-
Development of People—all work in different ways to serve individuals 
and communities in need.  From initial disaster response to ongoing 
community development, their work fits together to provide people 
with safety, sustenance, and hope. 
 
Received on Palm Sunday, April 5, each gift to One Great Hour of 
Sharing (OGHS) helps to improve the lives of people in these challeng-
ing situations.  The Offering provides us a way to share God’s love with 
our neighbors in need.  In fact, OGHS is the single, largest way that  
Presbyterians come together every year to work for a better world. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing makes a difference in the world.  Please 
pray how you might participate in donating to OGHS! 
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Prayer—Participation—The Word—
Fellowship—Caring 

WORSHIP AT THE PARK 
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God’s Wonders 

 
People travel to wonder 
at the height of the mountains, 
at the huge waves of the seas, 
at the long course of the rivers, 
at the vast compass of the ocean, 
at the circular motion of the stars, and yet they pass by 
themselves 
without wondering. 
 

                                       —-St. Augustine 

 
Coming to our 

church in time for 

your Easter sweets. 

 

Saturday, March 28-

Saturday, April 11 

 

Saturdays 9-1 

Weekdays (except Mon.) 9-3 
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Palm Sunday, April 5 

April 9 

A spread to celebrate the  
           resurrection 
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Calendar 
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