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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

121 DAVIS STREET 

SANTA PAULA, CA 93060-2788 

 

WAYPOINT STATEMENT 

  To make disciples in the Heritage 
Valley and beyond who are rooted in 
God’s Word, led by the Holy Spirit, 
and devoted to prayer and growth in 
His grace. 

Presby-News prepared by Chris Buchanan 

Sunday Schedule 

                        11 Bible Study 

8:00  Choir Practice 

9:30 Worship in the Sanctuary 

11:00 Worship at the Park 

**** 

Church Office Hours 

9:00-12:00 a.m. 

          2:00-4:00 p.m. 

        Tuesday-Friday 

       525-6654 

Prayers of Guidance for Church Leaders and Workers: 

Pastor Ron Urzua 

Pastor Bob Ramos, Associate Lay Minister 

      Steve Batstone, Music Director                   Nancy Austin, Organist 

      Chris Buchanan, Church Coordinator          Penny Carlson, Treasurer 

Those serving on Session and Board of Deacons 

 

Visit our website at :  
www.sppresby.com 
    

   

Presby-News     
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 “It’s time to get our end of year reports together, pack up, and head to Santa Paula Pres for the 
annual meeting.  Can’t wait to see the slide show of last year’s happenings.  Hard to believe an-
other year has passed us by.”   
 
       The  2020 Annual Meeting to be held Sunday,  January 26 at 4 p.m. in Fellowship Hall   
always includes good food, fellowship, and a bit of annual business.   We will start things off 
with a bit of gospel music from the Half Notes.  Next will be chili and soup prepared by none 
other than members of the  Santa Paula Presbyterian Church.  While the chili and soups digest 
we’ll take care of the business of the evening  before indulging in dessert.   Come reminisce a bit 
as you watch the slide show review, and  then get in on the vision for 2020 as we go about God’s 
work. 
        
       Once again we need those soup and chili chefs and brownie bakers to call the church office 
or see Jodi Ponce on Sundays to identify yourselves.     
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Where do you fit in the activities below? 
 
 

• Tues., Jan. 7:  2 p.m.  New Officer Training 
• Fri., Jan. 10:  11 a.m.  Bible Study with Pastor Bob. 
• Tuesday, Jan. 14:  10 a.m. Long-range planning for 2020.  

Everyone is welcome. 
• Sun., Jan. 19: 9:30 and 11:00 worship services Ordination and 

Installation of Officers 
• Tues., Jan. 21 special Session meeting to approve 2020    

budget. 
• Sun., Jan. 26:  4 p.m. Annual Meeting and soup/chili supper 
• Tues. Jan. 28: 6:30 Prayer Gathering 
                              7:00 Session & Deacon Meetings 
• Sat. Feb. 1:  7:45 a.m. Mission Conference 
• Wed. Feb. 5 at 7 p.m. Beginning of a Bible Study “Life of the 

Messiah” led by Penny Carlson 
• Wed. Feb. 26 Ash Wednesday Worship 
    Ongoing 
Finance and Property Committees, Prayer Group, Quilters, 
Kitchen Crew, Office Assistance, Greeters, Welcome Team 
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Elders  
Nancy Austin 
Steve Batstone 
Lea Blair 
Bob Buchanan 
Chris Buchanan 
Penny Carlson 
Yvette Herrera 
Dick Marshall 
Jodi Ponce 
Rob Schleef 
Chuck Stewart 
Rod Thompson 
 
 
 

Deacons 
Judi Blevins 
Connie Bravo 
Sandra Crespo 
Bessie Crowell 
Susan Elder 
Lydia Estrada 
Debra Foster 
Nadyne Macom 
Chris Murray 
Veronica Rios 
Gretchen Rogers 
Ruth Rope 
Joyce Rounds 
Brenda Stewart 
Vicki Thompson 

Church Officers 2020 

Let’s take these friends with long 
term health issues to God in our  

daily prayers. 
 

Rose Clark  Sandra Crespo 
Mary Lou Zuanich             Helen Tubbs 
Bernadine McCracken Dot Payton 
Christian Crespo   Patty Potts 
Laura Staben  Diane Stines 
Jim Leatherman  Kay Hara 
   
  
   
 
 

  

It will be 2 years ago next 
month that I lost someone 
dear to me, my sister 
Olivia.  She was my only 
sister and her passing was 

a shock.  You were there for me to give 
me comfort and sympathy and help for 
when I needed it. I would like to say to 
everyone at the First Presbyterian 
Church, thank you for being there for me 
and helping me out of your kindness and 
generosity. It has been a big help to me 
along with all of your love, comfort, 
sympathy and support.  Again, thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. 
                    Sincerely, John Bravo 

Change of address: 
Debra Foster, 316 S. Steckel Dr. #D 
(She was in #B before the move) 

The Annual Report, a summary of 
2019 comes out at the Annual    
Meeting on Jan. 27. So there will  
not be a newsletter in February.  The 
monthly calendar will be available 
on Sunday Feb. 2. 

Condolences to the family and 
friends of Luisa Asher who passed 
on December 18 at the age of 99. 
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   Prayer should be at the heart of worship and in all we do.  Let us pray for each other, 
our church, our community, and our world .  May God’s will be done. 

   

         January 
 
  
 1    Holly Jackson 
 6    Marjie Bartels 
 8    Judi Blevins 
 8    Lin Thomas 
20 Gretchen Rogers 
21 Howard Bolton 
24 Don Tubbs 
25 Marilyn Murray 
27  David Stines 
29  Louis Lovelace 
31 Janice Dickenson 
31   Yvette Herrera 

 
Come celebrate at coffee hour on 

Sunday, January 19 

The 2020 Flower Calendar is posted in 
Fellowship Hall.  If you 
wish to provide a floral 
arrangement for the 
sanctuary in memory or 
honor of a loved one, 
simply put your name by 
the day you wish to re-
serve.  Someone from the church office 
will contact you concerning  information 
for the Sunday bulletin. See you at the Annual Meeting 

The Prayer Chain 
 Because we believe in the power of 
prayer, we have a prayer chain that is 
activated whenever there is a need by a 
member or friend of our congregation.  
 
It works like this.  There are two chains 
of 6-8 people.  When the office is noti-
fied of a need for prayer, the prayer 
chain chairperson is called.  The request 
then filters down the chain and prayer 
begins immediately.    
 
If you would like to be a part of the 
chain, just let Chris know in the church 
office and she will get you involved.   
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A Sacred Partnership 
 

Bible scholar William Barclay notes 
that John the Baptist was “startled 
and unwilling” when Jesus asked to 
be baptized.  The evangelist 
thought he needed what Jesus 
could give, not the reverse! 
 
We are pros at taking our needs to 
God—indeed he invites this: ”Call 
on me in the day of trouble” (Psalm 
50:15).  But God also comes to us 
with needs: “Mortal, I am sending 
you” (Ezekiel 2:3, NRSV); 
“Go...make   disciples” (Matthew 
28:10); “Carry each other’s            
burdens” (Galatians 6:2, NIV). 
 
Apparently, God prefers partnership 
to acting solo,.  From the beginning, 
God has invited people to name the 
animals, tend the garden,  welcome 
strangers, build the tabernacle, pro-
claim his word, ensure   justice and  
mercy, share his love. 
 
What does God need from you, as 
Jesus needed baptism from John?   
                                                                               

                 —Heidi Mann 
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A Penguin “Parable” 
 

During storms, emperor penguins huddle for warmth,     
taking turns at the center and on the perimeter of the group.  
While incubating eggs, up to 6,000 male penguins have 
been    observed clustering for shelter against the harsh 
Antarctic winter.  Partially grown chicks gather in         
protective “creches” (French for “cribs”); often surrounded 
by a colony of adults, these groupings ward off predators 

and cold. 
 
In stormy times, humans also need supportive groups; we can’t survive alone.  A church 
family allows us to take turns giving and receiving care.  Amid social upheaval,           
injustice, illness, natural disaster and any loss or crisis, God invites us to gather for    
protection and warmth.  In the church community, we support and strengthen one       
another and are empowered to go out again into the less-sheltered world.   

A Prayer for the Journey 
 

   The following prayer, almost 1,000 years old, was written for pilgrims walking the 
Camino de Santiago (the Way of St. James)—500 miles across northern Spain.  Use 
this adaption as you journey into the new year:   
   
  God, you called your servant Abraham from Ur in Chaldea, watching over him in 
all his wanderings, and guided the Hebrew people as they crossed the desert.  Guard 
your children, who seek to grow in you this year.  Be their companion on the way, 
their guide at the crossroads, their strength in weariness, their defense in dangers, 
their shelter on the path, their shade in the hear, their light inn the darkness, their 
comfort in discouragement, and the firmness of their intentions.  Through your guid-
ance, may they be enriched with grace and virtue, and be filled with salutary and 
lasting joy.   
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See a pictorial review  of 
2019 at the  Annual Meeting 
on January  27. 
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Make "Radical Kinship" Part of Your New Year's Resolution 

 
A lot of us have goals for 2020, whether it's losing weight, reading more, swearing 
less, etc. And it can be a lot easier to identify some of the more visible, tangible 
changes we want to make in our lives than it is to pinpoint some of the hidden things 
we need to work on. For some of us, our goals might include being more intentional in 
relationships. For others, their goals might involve practicing graciousness more often 
or creating healthy boundaries.   
 
With the New Year just around the corner, we encourage you to consider not only 
what changes you want to make in your own life, but also in the lives and communi-
ties of the people around you. And the good news is, we don't have to wait until the 
New Year to make positive changes; we can start TODAY. 
 
This is a concept that inspires us, especially when we think about some of the wise 
words from Father Greg Boyle, author of "Barking to the Choir: The Power of Radical 
Kinship" and founder of Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles: 
"For unless love becomes tenderness-the connective tissue of love-it never becomes 
transformational. The tender doesn't happen tomorrow . . . only now." 
 
We can't wait to see you at the 2020 Santa Barbara Mission Conference. For a list of 
speakers, visit the #SBMC20 website. 
 
"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the 
new is here!"        2 Corinthians 5:17 
 
See Steve Batstone or call the church office (805-525-6654 for registration               
information. 
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Calendar 
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Calendar 


