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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

121 DAVIS STREET 

SANTA PAULA, CA 93060-2788 

 

WAYPOINT STATEMENT 

  To make disciples in the Heritage 
Valley and beyond who are rooted in 
God’s Word, led by the Holy Spirit, 
and devoted to prayer and growth in 
His grace. 

Prayers of Guidance for Church Leaders and Workers: 

Pastor Ron Urzua 

Pastor Bob Ramos, Associate Lay Minister 

      Steve Batstone, Music Director                   Nancy Austin, Organist 

      Chris Buchanan, Church Coordinator          Penny Carlson, Treasurer 

Those serving on Session and Board of Deacons 

 

Presby-News prepared by Chris Buchanan 

All church activities 
suspended due to 
coronavirus until    

further notice. 
 

Accepting voice mail, 
texts, e-mail, & mail. 

 
Visit our website at: 
www.sppresby.com 

   

Presby-News     

 

April 2020  

 
 
 

WHAT EASTER DOES 
 
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is 
life-changing and life-giving for his 
followers.  But, as Henry Knox Sherill 
notes, Easter’s “joyful news...does 
not change the contemporary 
world.”  On earth, we still l must still 

deal with sin, pain, death and brokenness.  And “still before us 
lie work, discipline, sacrifice,” Sherrill adds.  What Easter does, 
though is provide Christians with “the spiritual power to do the 
work, accept the discipline and make the sacrifice.”   
   By defeating the grave, Jesus empowers us to bear our world-
ly troubles with joy, peace, and hope.  His resurrection assures 
us that trials, tears, and suffering are only temporary, while 
eternal victory and life with Jesus are permanent. 

To watch our weekly podcast worship service,  go to our website sppresby.com and click 
on the link.   
If you aren’t receiving church information throughout the week and would like to, send 
your e-mail address to  presbyoffice@verizon.net. If you don’t have e-mail, contact a 
friend who does and ask them to read the announcements to you over the phone.   
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The Heart of Good Friday 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall...have eternal life” (John 3:16).   

Almost 100 years ago, one-
time U.K. poet laureate John 
Masefield wrote a play called 
The Trial of Jesus. In it, the 
centurion who oversaw Jesus’ 
execution returns to give    
Pontius Pilate an official     
report.  When Pilate’s wife 
requests and receives details 

about the crucifixion, she asks, “Do you think he is dead?”  Despite what 
he had witnessed, the centurion   answers, “No, lady, I don’t.” 
   Confused, Pilate’s wife inquires, “Then where is he?”  The man’s    
response: “Let loose in the world, where none can stop his truth.” 
   Indeed, as 2 Timothy 2:9 (ESV) attests, “The word of God is not 
bound!” 
 

Val Thoreson shares these words from scripture that she finds encourag-
ing in troubled times. 
 
Habakkuk 3:17, 18—Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither 
shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall fail and the fields 
shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there 
shall be no herd in the stalk: 18Yet I will rejoice in the LORD.  I will joy 
in the God of my salvation.” (KJ). 
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Let’s take these friends with  health issues to 
God in our daily prayers. 

 

Anthony Estrada Bill Elder 
Dot Payton  John Kemp 
Don Mosbarger  The Crespo Family 
Marion Nauman Jim Leatherman 
Lea Blair  The Hara Family 
Joyce Rounds 

   Prayer should be at the heart of worship and in all we do.  Let us pray for each other, 
our church, our community, and our world .  May God’s will be done. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5 Vicki Thompson 
6 Jodi Ponce 
8 Veronica Urzua 
15 Donna Nelson 
21 Bernadine McCracken 
22 Dot Payton 
26 Rose Clark 
26 Sandra Crespo 
28 Helen Tubbs 
28 Robert Herrera 
\ 
 

Celebrate these people by sending a card, 
a test, an email, or making a 

phone call on their special day 
 

“We are Easter people living in 
a Good Friday world.” 
                     —Barbara Johnson 

                                                      

Weed Abatement 
The area between the parking 
lot and sidewalk is in need of a 
little TLC.  Bring your own 
tools as no one is at the church.  
A huge thanks to whoever does 
this gardening. 

 
Thank you to all who sent cards, 
texted, called, wrote notes, visited 
and encouraged me in my time of 
convalescence.  It has been an unu-
sual time to be laid up.  I'm feeling 
so much better and walking bet-
ter.  Even used a cane rather than the 
walker this morning.  Staying posi-
tive, particularly with Covid19 go-
ing around.  My best to all of 
you.  Stay safe. 
Love, 
Lea Blair 
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I would be remiss if I failed to mention the jobs our deacons are doing during this challeng-

ing time. My deacon Judi Blevins has been in touch through cards and calls as have 

Louise’s deacon, Chris Murray. And of course the people to whom we are all indebted: 

Chris Buchanan, and Pastor Ron, and Pastor Bob.    

 

In conclusion, consider reading the 46th psalm which begins with; God is our refuge and 

strength, a very present help in trouble.  That Psalm contains some prose poetry: There is a 

river, the streams whereof shall make glad the City of God. Our inimitable music director 

Steve Batstone has led us in a hymn derived from that verse. The song is titled: There is a 

River.  

That river is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. I pray it will flow through your hearts and 

comfort you during this difficult time. 

WHY WE NEED EASTER 
   No one is exempt from tragedy or disappointment—even 
God was not exempt.  Jesus offered no immunity, no way out 
of the unfairness, but rather a way through it to the other side.  
Just as Good Friday demolished the instinctive belief that this 
life is supposed to be fair, Easter Sunday followed with its star-
tling clue to the riddle of the universe. Out of the darkness, a 
bright light shone 
   The cross of Christ may have overcome evil, but it did not 
overcome unfairness. For that, Easter is required, a bright clue 
that someday God will restore all physical reality to its proper 
place. 
                                         —Philip Yancey, Disappointment With God 

Continued from page 9 

Offerings may be mailed to the church or put in the office door mail slot. 
Thank you.  3 

 
  An Invitation to a Deeper Relationship with God  

(Having a Prayer Life) 
2 Chronicles 7:13-14  

13
 At times I might shut up the heavens so that 

no rain falls, …or send plagues among you.  
14

 Then if my people who 
are called by my name will humble themselves and pray and seek my 

face and turn from their wicked ways, I will hear from heaven and will forgive their 
sins and restore their land. 
 

Philippians 4:4-7  
4
 Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again-- rejoice!  
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Don't worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, 
and thank him for all he has done.  

7
 Then you will experience God's peace, which 

exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as 
you live in Christ Jesus. 

When plagues, anxieties and problems invade our lives we often have many 
questions and wonder why God has allowed such things to come near us.  I remem-
ber asking God “why?” or “what are you doing?” during scary and painful times in the 
past.  I can’t remember Him ever giving me an answer.  What I do remember about 
past traumas is that after the pain and fear subsided there was always a long lasting 
conviction that God is so much more amazing than my trauma and that His love and 
eternal hope heals me.   This lasting healing conviction usually came after a long 
season of truly drawing close to God in prayer which consisted of praise, questions, 
requests, worship, tears, complaints, thanksgiving as well as a mixed bag of emotion-
al expressions like fear, honor, anger, reverence, depression, gratitude and hope.   

Some religious folks have begun to speculate as to why God has allowed the 
Corona virus to bring sickness, death, fear and financial crisis to our nation and 
world.  I have no theories as to why God has allowed these things to come.  Howev-
er, I do believe that this virus like all scary and painful things that come into our lives 
present us WITH AN INVITATION TO DRAW CLOSER TO GOD IN PRAYER that 
we might come to know Him like never before and experience His love, healing, and 
comfort which is far better than just having religious theories and traditions 
(Ephesians 3:18-19).  

Both passages (2 Chronicles 7:13-14 & Philippians 4:4-7) tell us to pray 
and to truly draw close to God when we experience things like drought, plagues, or 
worry.  The promises in the passages are healing, restoration, and having our minds 
and hearts guarded by the peace (shalom) and presence of God. Again I have no 
idea as to why the Corona virus is here.  However, I am convinced that God is invit-
ing us with wide open arms to draw close to Him every day like never before and to 
experience His loving presence in our lives.  I look forward to hearing your testimo-
nies that will come as a result of many of you drawing close to God in prayer during 
this crisis.  
Prayerfully and sincerely,  Pastor Ron 
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Bob Dudley 
   My wife Diane Dudley 
 
Penny Carlson 
   Bernice & Roy Carlson 
 
Cheryl Leatherman 
   Those gone before us 
 
Yvette Herrera 
   Family Passed Away 
 
Lea Blair 
   Charles & Letha Weaverling 
 
Chuck & Brenda Stewart 
   Fred & Theda Stewart 
   George and Oma Turnbull 
   Jimmy Biby 
   Peter Buccowich 
 
Lucinda Anderson 
   Robert, Ruth, & Rodney Hall 
    
Louise Saviers 
   Bill Saviers 
   Silas & Altas Williams 
 

 
 
Wesley Cullins 
   Conchita Cullins & loved ones 
 
Susan Ogg Knapp 
   Harry L. & Patricia V. Ogg 
 
Susan Elder 
    Clell & Gussie Abel 
    
Jodi Ponce 
     Bob Ponce 
 
Terry & Joyce Rounds 
    Rounds Family 
    Lasure Family 
    Brogan Family 
 
Amparo Goodenough 
   Don Goodenough 
      “Honeybee” 
 
Alice McMahan 
    Darrel McMahan 
    Robert McKaig 
 
 Lola Law 
   Bill Law 
 

Even though we don’t have lilies in 
the sanctuary this Easter, members continue to    

honor the memory of: 
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someone with skin. Last Saturday, I had gone next door to take Louise Saviers paper to her door. 

Donna Nelson called to me (she lives across the street from Louise). Donna asked how I was doing 

and whether I needed any help. I thanked her and told her that my youngest daughter and her husband 

lived with me. I then learned that Donna had been helping other elderly people in our neighborhood. 

It’s better than a Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood because people with skin— Louise Saviers, Donna and 

Keith, Virginia Gunderson, Lucinda and Dion Anderson—.are living expressions of the scriptural 

admonition to love our neighbors. 

 

There was only one thing missing from the inspiring You Tube recording of First Presby service 

(thanks to Bob Schleef)  consisting of Chris’s enlightening announcements, followed by the worship 

team’s inspirational singing, followed by Pastor Ron’s timely sermon. What was missing gave mean-

ing to the scripture “Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together.” I missed being with my 

brothers and sisters in Christ. 

 

Now to address the questions about comfort through scripture: each Wednesday, Rod Thompson 

teaches men’s Bible study from a booklet titled Think Differently, The subtitle: Nothing is different 

until you think differently. And the first Psalm calls blessed those who delight in the law and meditate 

on it day and night. So, instead of constantly following the bad news on TV or in newspapers, set 

aside time to read or memorize God’s consolations. 

 
Cast all your anxieties on Him, for He cares for you. 1 Peter 5:7. 
 
I will never leave you nor forsake you. Hebrews 13:6 

 

Thou will keep in perfect peace the person whose mind is stayed on thee, 

because he trusts in thee. Isaiah 26:3 

 

I will go before thee, and make the crooked ways straight. Isaiah 45:2 

 

Yea, though I walk through the shadow of death, I will fear no evil. 

“Psalm 23 

 

Have not I commanded thee be strong and of a good courage. Be not dismayed. For the LORD you 

God will be with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9 

 

 Come to me all you who are weary and heaven laden and I will give you rest. Matthew 11:28 

 

All things work together for them who love God and keep His commandments. Romans 8:28 

 

Continued on next page 
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                                    COMFORT DURING A PANDEMIC 

         By Mal King 

 

A novel I’m writing contains a story taken from an actual case prose-

cuted when I was with the District Attorney’s Office. An angry man 

arrives home drunk just in time for his wife to leave for work. Their 

two-year-old daughter cries for her mommy. To make her stop crying, 

her father whips her with a belt until blood runs down her legs. When 

she doesn’t stop crying, he burns her with a cigar. Hurting, not under-

standing what she’s doing wrong, she holds up her arms for him to 

take her.  

 

Where else could she go for comfort?  

 

In a deadly worldwide pandemic leaving humans puzzled and franti-

cally searching for a solution, where can we go for comfort? In a world that scripture says will 

“wax worse and worse” what hope is there?  

 

Before I attempt to answer these questions from scripture, consider what Pastor Ron and Pastor 

Bob have mentioned in sermons and prayers, during the last year, about the tearing of the social 

fabric. “We have never seen such division as afflicts this country we love.” And consider that 

Matthew 24:21 seems to predict this pandemic: 

 

For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now—

and never to be equaled again. 

 

As a young deputy sheriff attending college full time, I was assigned to the District Attorney’s 

office to help prosecute the Ma Duncan case. She was the last woman to be executed in Califor-

nia in the state’s last triple execution. The person responsible for that reassignment was F.S. 

Robbins a D.A investigator. When he learned I was a Christian, he told this story: “I was about 

four when this happened. We had coal-oil lamps. Mother would read to me from the Bible each 

evening. One night, she sat by the lamp. ‘Robbie, I’m exhausted. Go into the bedroom and get 

the Bible.’ I’m scared of the dark, Mommy . ‘Go ahead, God is in there.” I went to the door and 

said, ‘God, would you throw out that book you wrote?’ ‘Robbie, I told you that God was in 

there, get the book.’ But I want someone with skin.” 

 

During this pandemic, we want the comfort of scripture and the Holy Spirit, but we also want 
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Rod & Vicki Thompson 
   Vernon Tubbs 
   Sheila Tubbs Brophy 
   Roger & Frances Thompson 
   Doug Tubbs 
 
 
Gretchen Rogers 
   Roland Rogers 
   Blanche Rogers 
   Katherine Hall 
 
Bob & Chris Buchanan 
   Joanne Buchanan 
   Marc Robbins 
   Jim & Carole Garfield 
   Loren Tull 
 
 Ruth Rope  
   My Mother 
   My son, James 
 
Wanda Samples 
   Edmond Samples 
   Dicie Marshall 
 
Wang Family 
   Our parents Ming & Ann 
   George & May Caldwell 
   Richard & Nancy Chu 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Mary Brown 
   Loved Ones   
 
  
Dick & Dora 
Marshall 
   Our families 
 
Donny & Debbie Tubbs 
    Wayne Foster 
    Doug Tubbs 
    Les & Marian Stines 
    Oma & Woodrow Gianes 
    Linda  Dodd 
    Sue Bell 
    Toni Willeford 
    Vincente Medina 
 
Carol Boatner 
    All loved ones near & far 
 
Norman & Nadyne Macom 
    Iola & Claude & Bob Davison  
    
 Charlotte Wear 
     Reaford Wear 

(Donations may be made to the church Memorial Fund if you wish) 
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