
Musical Scene Synopsis 
 

Catering Christmas is a story of one man’s search for answers that help him turn his life around.  

While the setting is modern day, there are plenty of elements that take you back to a simpler time of life due to 

the small town setting. The characters are fun and relatable, and the story gives a very clear presentation of the 

true meaning of Christmas, the power of prayer and the message of hope that comes from a relationship with 

Jesus Christ.   

 

Tony, a well-known TV Chef, is feeling a bit burned out and needs to get away from the pressure and stress of 

his production schedule in the city. Charlie, a longtime friend, suggests that he take some time off in the small 

town where he runs the local radio station and his family owns the local diner.  

When he arrives in town, Tony helps Charlie by catering the Christmas Party for his station. 

At the party, Tony meets Sara, Charlie’s sister, who is a food critic and podcaster for the station. While she 

makes quite an impression on him, she isn’t impressed with his food. 

Things don’t go exactly the way Tony had hoped when he decides to buy the diner and transform it into a fine 

dining restaurant. As the chef's new business starts going south, he begins to question his decision and his 

purpose in life.  

 

Things begin to change when he accepts the invitation of a child (Charlies daughter, Amber) to attend a 

Christmas service at her church to hear her sing. The song she sings along with a simple message and 

conversation with the Pastor lead Tony to realize that there is something missing in his life. In a powerful 

moment, he cries out to God and makes a choice to receive the gift of Salvation.  

 

 

 

ACT ONE 
 

Scene 1 Present day in a small town in central California 
 “Christmas is My Favorite Time” .............................................. Sara & Tony (with Full Cast) 

 
Scene 2 Later that evening at Cooke’s Place, a local diner 
 “Swept Off My Feet” ......................................................................................................... Sara 

 

Scene 3 The following day on the street outside Charlie’s broadcast studio 
 
Scene 4 The dinner rush at Cooke’s Place 
 “I Wanna Retire” ................................................................................. Joe “Grampa” Cooke 

 “I Wanna Retire – Reprise” ........................................................................... Tony & Grampa 

 
Scene 5 Grampa & Nana’s home later that night 
 
Scene 6 Tony’s restaurant, nine months later 
 “Swept Off My Feet – Reprise” .......................................................................................... Sara 
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ACT TWO 
 
Scene 7 The grand opening of Chef Tony’s 
 “We Are Open for Fine Dining” ...................................................................... Diner Ensemble 

 
Scene 8 The following day on the street outside Charlie’s broadcast studio 
 
Scene 9 Chef Tony’s, three months later 
 “What You Need” .............................................................................................. Sara & Tony 

 
Scene 10 Grampa & Nana’s home later that afternoon 
 
Scene 11 Christmas pageant at the church 
 “The Gift You Are” ............................................................................ Amber (with Full Cast) 

 

Scene 12 Chef Tony’s kitchen later that night 
 “If You Hear Me” ........................................................................................................... Tony 

 “Dance with You for a Lifetime” .......................................................................... Sara & Tony 

 
Scene 13 Grampa & Nana’s home 
 
Scene 14 Tony’s Place 
 “We Are Open – Reprise” ............................................................................... Diner Ensemble 

 “Here With You & My Favorite Time – Finale” ......................................................... Full Cast 
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Cast Descriptions 

 
 
Sara Cooke: Food & entertainment podcaster who was raised by her grandparents (and still lives at home) 

after her parents died in an automobile accident. Sara is a romantic at heart. She has a strong 
personality (and a stronger opinion!), but she also has sweet certainty in God’s plan for her 
and those around her. Relationships: Grampa and Nana’s granddaughter, Charlie’s sister, 
Amber’s aunt. 

 Age Range: late 20’s – early 40’s  |  Vocal solos & duets – must hold parts  |  Vocal Range: low F# - D 
 
Tony Antonetti: Well-known, national celebrity chef who is fighting burnout. Needing a break, he’s been 

invited to town by his old friend, Charlie to cater a Christmas event for Charlie’s 
studio/station. Tony purchases a local restaurant hoping to reignite his passion for cooking. 
In his quest, he ultimately recognizes that God has a plan for him and finds not only his 
passion for cooking, but a passion for Sara as well. 

 Age Range: 30’s – 40’s    |    Vocal solos & duets – must hold parts    |    Vocal Range: Bb – F# 
 
Charlie Cooke: Owner and manager of a small town broadcast studio. Charlie is well-known and well-liked 

in town. In fact, he seems to often be sought out for his sane perspective on difficult or 
awkward situations – especially as it comes to his old friend, Tony, or his little sister, Sara.  

 Relationships: Father of Amber, Sara’s brother, Grampa and Nana’s grandson. 
 Age Range: 30’s – 40’s    |    no singing required 

 
Grampa (Joe): Long-time owner of Cooke’s Place, a local diner who’s ready for retirement. Joe Cooke is a 

loveable, older gentleman with a mischievous twinkle in his eye. He and his wife raised their 
grandchildren, Charlie and Sara after their parents were killed in an automobile accident.  

 Relationships: Nana’s husband, Charlie and Sara’s grandpa, Amber’s great-grandfather 
 Age Range: 60’s    |    Vocal duet    |    Vocal Range: Bb - D 

 
Nana Cooke: Grampa Joe Cooke’s wife and grandmother to Charlie and Sara. Nana is a bit of a busybody 

who spends a lot of time on the phone with her “prayer circle.” In spite of this, Nana is a wise 
woman who loves her family very much. 

 Relationships: Joe (Grampa’s) husband, Charlie and Sara’s grandmother, Amber’s great-
grandmother 

 Age Range: 60’s    |    no singing required 
 

Amber Cooke: Charlie's daughter. Cute, sweet, sings like an angel and loves Jesus. 
 Relationships: Charlie’s daughter, Sara’s niece, Grampa and Nana’s great-granddaughter 
 Age Range: 6 – 10 years old    |    Vocal solo    |    Vocal Range: C - D 
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Leanne: Tony's agent. A hard-nosed, go-getter with some sass. 
 Age Range: late 20’s – late 60’s    |    no singing required 

 
Brett Michaels: Host of the local morning talk show who believes the world actually does revolve around 

him. Brett is naturally oblivious to almost everyone and everything else. (think Ron 
Burgundy) 

 Age Range: 40’s – 60’s    |    no singing required 
 

 
Martha: Captain of the women’s bowling league and friend of Nana that loves to gossip. 
 Age Range: 40’s – 60’s    |    no singing required 

 
Mayor Humphries: Typical small town mayor – loved, if not respected, by the townspeople. Mayor Humphries 

enjoys eating out, especially when he doesn’t have to eat his wife’s cooking. 
 Age Range: 40’s – 60’s    |    no singing required 

 
Pete: Longtime assistant cook at Cooke’s Place. Pete is considered one of the family, although not 

the brightest bulb. But what he lacks in “smarts” he makes up for in appetite! 
 Age Range: 40’s – 60’s    |    no singing required 

 
Polly: Polly has been the hostess/waitress at Cooke’s Place for years. She always has a smile and a 

quick wit. 
 Age Range: 40’s – 60’s    |    no singing required 

 
Rev: Pastor of the local congregation. He knows his congregation and is known and respected by 

those in town. He plays the part of the innkeeper to deliver his Christmas message.  
 Age Range: 30’s – 60’s    |    no singing required 
 
Francois: Maître d' at Chef Tony's fine dining restaurant. He's a bit of a snob with a potential Napoleon 

complex. (think of the chef from “The Little Mermaid” or Chef Skinner from Ratatouille) 
 Age Range: 40’s – 60’s    |    no singing required 
 
Mrs. Humphries: Mayor Humphries’ wife. She is with the Mayor at all times, however has no speaking lines. 
 Age Range: 40’s – 60’s    |    no singing required 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ensemble: Play various townspeople, restaurant patrons and restaurant staff. 
 All ages. 
 
 
 
 
Dancers: Play various townspeople, restaurant patrons and restaurant staff. 
 All ages. 
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