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PART ONE: The Only Place to Begin 
 

1. A Necessary Presupposition 
 We firmly believe that ___________________________________________________. 

 For this reason it is our __________________________________________________. 
 

2. The Information that We Have 
 It is not __________________.  

NOTE the last word in the Gospels: ____________________________________ 

 But it is __________________!  
In our Bibles we have _______________________________________________. 

 Most importantly, we have _________________________________________________. 
 

3. So, Where Do We Begin?  
 What are our choices?    Start with a purpose for writing (_____________________) 

      Start with a genealogy (______________________________) 
 Start with a birth narrative (___________________________) 

       Other suggestion: __________________________________  

 Introducing the   (Jn 1:1-18) 

NOTE: “The doctrine [Christology – the study of the person and work of Christ] 
rests wholly on _________________________, and cannot be rationally (or philosoph-
ically) explained. But as to the biblical doctrine there can be _____________________.” 

  (John MacPherson, The Confession of Faith. T & T Clark, p 72) 
 

Theme: Beholding the ______________________ of the __________________ (vs 14) 



 

 In the Beginning: The _______________________________ Christ 
  His Title: The ______________________ 

NOTE the two distinct purposes of a word – (1) It gives expression to the 
____________________________; (2) It ____________________ this thought to 
______________________.                          (Wm Hendriksen, John. Baker, p 70)  

“Christ is the Word of God in both respects: he expresses or reflects the 
________________ of ___________; he reveals God to ___________.”  (Ibid.)  
  See Mt 11:27; Jn 14:9; Heb 1:3; Jn 1:18 
 Assertions made about the Word in John 1:1:  
 His ________________________ existence 
 His ________________________ personality 
 His ________________________________ 

 At the Creation: Christ, the __________________________  
  NOTE: He Himself was not _________________________! 

 Creation was the work of the ___________________________. 
 The creation: ____________ things, __________ by ___________, without any 
__________________________! 

 After the Fall: Christ the ________________________ 
 Darkness: __________________ mankind, darkened by _________ and 
________________________. 
 Life: the fullness of God’s ______________________ in Him. 
 Light: the ____________________ and _____________________ of God in 
Christ shining forth throughout the __________________ dispensation. 

 At the Incarnation: The Word became ____________________.  
  The Word: the eternally existent _____________________ of the triune God 

 Became: …but ____________________ the Word 
 Flesh: ______________________ nature, considered not as ______________, 
yet for a while with the __________________ due to sin resting upon it.  

 In His Earthly Life: He ___________________ Among Us 
 He Dwelt: He _______________ His ____________ or ____________________ 
among us for a time. 
 His Glory: Although the full splendor or radiance of His glory (the fullness of His 
______________________ which no man can see and live) was ______________ 
for the most part during the days of His flesh, yet there were moments when His 
glory _______________________________.  
 

------------------------------------------------- 
Consider this:  “Christ’s two natures being married together, the divine and human, all the Christ in either of 

His natures can do for believers, He will do.”(Thomas Watson, A Body of Divinity. Banner of Truth, 166) 
 For someone to say, “I know Christ” does not really mean anything unless that person is in a 

saving relationship with the Christ of Scripture. 



 

An Overview of the  

LIFE of CHRIST 
PART TWO: The Creator Became a Creature 

(John 1:14; Matthew 1-2; Luke 1-2) 
 

1. A Series of ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

NAME REF WHO HE/SHE WAS DETAILS  

Zacharias Lk 1: 

5-25 

A _____________, 

offering incense in the 

_______________ of 

the ______________.  

His barren wife __________________ 

would bear a child to be named 

___________ who would become the 

____________________. 

Mary Lk 1: 

26-38 

A ______________ in 

Nazareth  

 

She would bear a son to be named 

_____________; called the Son of the 

________________; He would sit on 

___________________ and His king-

dom would be _________________. 

Joseph Mt 1: 

18-25 

A just, but perplexed 

________________ 

betrothed to Mary 

The child was conceived by the 

___________________ and was to be 

named _________________.  

 

2. The BIRTH ACCOUNT 
 Only _____ verses of Scripture (Lk 2:________) are devoted to the mother’s delivery and 

the infant’s first care. One has remarked on the appropriateness of that brevity by saying 
that it is as if “a ____________ is drawn over that most sacred ministry.”  

 The humbleness of the scene is further indicated by: 
 There being no room in the ________;  The birth in a ___________________; 
 The baby being placed in a _________________________________. 

 NOTE these verses: 2 Corinthians 8:9;   Philippians 2:5-7  
 

3. The SUBSEQUENT EVENTS 
 A series of subsequent events took place in the days and months following: 



 

REF WHO? WHEN? WHAT? 

Lk 2:8-20 Shepherds 

 The announcement of the _____________ to 

shepherds in the fields. Unto you is born this day a 

_____________ who is ________________________. 

Lk 2:21 
Joseph, Mary, 

& Jesus 

 In accordance with the law of ___________ (Gen 

17:12; Lev 12:3); at that time He was named 

________________. 

Lk 2:22-

38 

Joseph, Mary, 

& Jesus 

 The firstborn was redeemed by the payment of _____ 

shekels (Ex 13; Num 3). The days of Mary’s 

purification following the birth of a son was completed 

by the sacrifice of ____ turtledoves (Lev 12). 

Simeon 

 Having been promised by the Holy Spirit that he would 

not die until he had seen the Lord’s Christ, this devout 

man took Jesus in his arms and _________________.  

Anna 

 This aged prophetess, upon seeing Jesus, gave 

______________ to God and spread the word to all 

who were waiting for the redemption of Israel. 

Mt 2:1-12 Magi 

 Having followed ________________ from the East, 

they worshipped the One born King of the Jews in the 

city of ______________________. 

Mt 2:13-

18 

Joseph, Mary, 

& Jesus 

 Because Herod was seeking to kill the Child, they were 

warned by an __________ of the Lord to flee to Egypt.  

Mt 2:19-

23 

Joseph, Mary, 

& Jesus 

 In a dream they were directed to return from Egypt and 

relocate in Nazareth to fulfill the _________________. 

 

4. A Snapshot of the EARLY YEARS  (Luke 2:40, 51-52) 
 Jesus grew in WISDOM (INTELLECTUALLY) 

“The present passage shows very clearly that according to his _______________ 
nature there were certain things which the child Jesus did not know from the start. He had 
to learn them.” (Hendriksen, Luke. 179) 

 Jesus grew in STATURE (PHYSICALLY) 



He continued to grow and become strong. Physical strength was going to be 
required for Him to wield the tools of a carpenter and carry on the rigors of His ministry.  

 He grew in FAVOR WITH GOD (SPIRITUALLY) 
Jesus continued to nurture a close _____________________ with the One that He 

had enjoyed perfect fellowship with from eternity. How, during the “days of His flesh” did 
He do this?     By regularly, intimately ____________________ with Him. (Mk 1:35) 

        By constantly submitting to His _________. (Jn 4:34; Lk 22:42; Heb 10:5-7) 

 He grew in FAVOR WITH MAN (SOCIALLY) 
 “During His remarkable brief ministry Jesus attracted people of every social class. Children 
flocked to Him; young men were captivated; many women sought His company – in groups and in private. 
Roman army officers, Jewish tax farmers (for the emperor),lay leaders of local synagogues, learned 
scribes and Pharisees – both believing and unbelieving – cynical Sadducees, aloof Herodians, even a 
Jewish king and a Roman procurator found in Him much to attract and interest, if not always to admire.”   
           (Robert Duncan Culver, The Life of Christ. Baker, p 58)  

 

EXCURSUS: “I believe in the virgin birth.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

An Overview of the  

LIFE of CHRIST 
PART THREE: A Bird’s-Eye View of the Ministry 

(Acts 10:36-43) 
 

1. His Ministry BEGINS 
 The Gospel of _______________ (1:19-2:11) gives a day-by-day account of the first week 

of the ministry of Jesus. “…opening steps, not quite yet ________________ and not yet 
with a large _______________________.”       (Culver, The Life of Christ. p 73)  

 The progression of those events was as follows: 
 

REF DAY SUMMARY of the EVENT 

Jn 1: 

19-28 

 

_ THURS. 

 

John the Baptist’s testimony to a_________________ committee 

who demanded a clarification of his mission. 
 

Jn 1: 

29-34 

“the next 

day” 
FRI. 

 

The return of Jesus from the wilderness. 

“Behold, the ________________ of God, who takes way…” 
 

Jn 1: 

35-42 

“the next 

day 

again” 

SAT. 

 

Two disciples of John the Baptist (_________________ and an 

unnamed individual who must be _____________) follow Jesus. 

Each found his brother (______________ and ____________) 

and brought him to Jesus.   
 

Jn 1: 

43-51 

“the next 

day” 
SUN. 

 

________________ followed Jesus, and then he found his friend 

_____________________, who also followed Jesus.  
 

Jn 2: 

1-11 

“On the 

third 

day” 

WED. 
(by Jewish 

custom) 

 

At a wedding feast in Cana of Galilee Jesus performs  

His ____ miracle: changing ___________ into __________,  



thus manifesting His _______________. 
 

 

2. An OVERVIEW of the STRUCTURE of JESUS’ MINISTRY 
 A very popularly used book on the life of Christ when I was in college was by a renowned 
Scottish preacher and teacher who lived from 1848 to 1927. His name was James Stalker and his 
book was simply entitled The Life of Christ. He summarized Jesus’ ministry as follows: 
 

1 The Year of 

_________________ 

 

or 

The Early ____________ Ministry 

2 The Year of 

________________ 

 

or 

The Great ____________ 

Ministry 

3 The Year of 

________________ 

 

which has two parts: 

  

The _______________ Ministry 

 

 

The Later __________ &  __________ Ministry 

 

NOTE: This is a very helpful structural summary and is easy to learn.  
 Information for the first year comes from the Gospel of _____________ alone.  
 The fact that the first year is also referred to as the Early _____________ Ministry does 
not mean that Jesus was always and only there during this first year.  
 For the second year of His ministry we have a wealth of information, particularly in the 
_____________________ gospels.  
 Although the primary focus of this second year was in ___________________, that 
does not mean that Jesus never left there during that year.  
 Opposition to Jesus began before the Year of Opposition.  It actually began ______ 
______________ in His ministry, however, it will ______________ in that third year.  
 The two parts of that third year are virtually _____________ parts of ________ months.  
 

3. A Fascinating SNAPSHOT of JESUS’ MINISTRY  
“The early church historian Eusebius, writing in the fourth century AD, quotes a 

church leader named Papias as affirming that ‘Mark became the ____________________ 
of ____________’ and wrote his version of the gospel.”    (Strauss, Four Portraits, One Jesus. p  201)  



For this reason many authors refer to the Second Gospel as “the Gospel of 
_________________ according to _________________.”  

 

In Acts 10 we read the account of the advance of the gospel to a new and amazing 
frontier: __________________ (a very fastidious Jew by the way) is divinely instructed to 
take the gospel to a man named _________________________, a centurion in the 
Roman army stationed in Caesarea. He was also a “God-fearer” and very devout. In short, 
he was a good and godly man who needed to hear the gospel and trust Christ as Savior. 
Dr. Luke gives us the account of Peter’s arrival there, and his presentation of the gospel to 
Cornelius, his relatives, and his close friends. Peter’s words are found in Acts 10:34-45.  

It has been observed by some that these words are a very concise statement of 
what is found in considerably more detail in ____________________________________. 

How would you summarize what Peter said about Jesus in three points? 
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LIFE of CHRIST 
PART FOUR: The Miracle-working Teacher  

and His Chosen Twelve  
(Acts 10:38; Jn 12:37; Jn 7:46; Lk 6:12-16) 

 

1. The YEAR of POPULARITY 
 Establishing Galilean HEADQUARTERS 

 His Rejection in Nazareth (Lk 4:16-30) 
Jesus went to His home synagogue and was afforded the privilege of 

reading the Scriptures. He read from ______________ and then said that this very 
Scripture was fulfilled that very day. Their response, which initially seemed 
_______________________ (vs 22), soon turned ________________ and they 
even tried to ______________________ (28,29).  
 His Transfer to Capernaum 
 In the next verse (4:31) Luke says that He went down to Capernaum. This is 
now called “______________________” (Mt 9:1) and it is likely that He became a 
resident member of _________________ household there. This became the 
headquarters for His Great Galilean Ministry. Although most of His _____________ 
were done in that vicinity, yet they did not _________________, and thus He 
denounced Capernaum and predicted severe _________________ on it (Mt 11:20-24).  

 The Three Chief MEANS that He Used 
 According to Stalker, the three chief means that Jesus used in His work were: 
____________________    ____________________    _____________________ 

2. Jesus the MIRACLE-WORKER 
 The Denial of the Miracles 

 In Jesus’ Time – the Sadducees and more  
 The Age of Enlightenment – Rationalism  
 Our Post-Modern Age –  the prevailing relativism of our time 
 Why we believe in miracles (See Mt 22:23-33) 
 Because we believe:  _________________________________ 

                       _________________________________   

 The REASONS why Jesus Worked Miracles  (See Stalker, pages 62-63) 



 Because His Father gave Him these signs as __________________ that He had 
sent Him.      Ex: Jn 5:36  
 The miracles of Christ were the natural ________________ of the ___________ 
__________________ which dwelt in Him.      Ex: Lk 5:21; 8:46  
 His miracles were __________________ of His __________________ and 
__________________ work.       Ex: Jn 6:11, 35  

 A Cluster of Miracles (See Matthew 8) 
 (1-4) _________________________     (16-17) ___________________________ 
 (5-13) ________________________      (23-27) ___________________________ 
 (14-15) _______________________      (28-34) ___________________________ 

NOTE Jesus’ power over: ________________, ________________, _______________ 
 

3. Jesus the TEACHER 
 The great variety of PLACES, PEOPLE, and METHODS  

 

 PLACES  PEOPLE  METHODS 

Jn 18:20  Lk 12:1  Mt 5-7  

Mk 2:1,2  Mt 11:1  Mt 13:3  

Lk 6:17  Jn 3:2  Mt 15:7-9  

Mt 13:2  Lk 15:1  Mt 18:2-3  

Lk 13:26  Jn 10:24  Mt 21:18-

32 
 

Lk 11:37  Mk 

12:37 
 Lk 4:23  

Jn 11:38  Lk 7:3  Jn 6:22-

59 
 

 

 The great variety of IMAGES and ILLUSTRATIONS which He used 
(See Culver, The Life of Christ. Table 4: “Local culture in Jesus’ teaching,” pages 190-191) 

 The MOST FAMOUS SERMON ever preached (Mt 5-7; Lk 6:17-49) 
 

Verses TOPIC  

5:3-12   



5:13-16   

5:21-22   

5:27-30   

5:43-48   

6:9-13   

6:25-34   

7:1-5   

7:7-11   

7:12   

7:13-14   

7:15   

7:16   

7:24-27   

 

 Teaching in PARABLES 
 Stalker calls this the most characteristic form of speech that Jesus used, saying 
that “[a]bout ______ of all His sayings which have been preserved consists of…” 
 Parables were used in the ________ and by the contemporary _____________.  
 A parable has been defined as:  A commonplace ______________ story 

with a compelling ___________________ meaning.  

 In response to a question from His disciples as to why He taught in parables, 
Jesus responded by saying that He taught in parables to ________________ truth 
to those who accepted the _____________________, and to ________________ it 
from those who rejected the __________________. (See Mt 13:10-17) 
 A Cluster of Parables (See Mt 13) 

 The QUALITIES of Jesus as a Preacher 
 Stalker lists 4 qualities (pages 68-72): _______________________ (Mt 7:29)  

________________________ (Jn 7:26)  _______________________ (Lk 6:36)  
_____________________________ (Lk 4:22) 



 At the end of the Sermon on the Mount we read that “the people were ________________ 
at His teaching, for He taught them as one having __________________, and not as the 
__________________” (Mt 7:28-29) 

 He spoke the _______________. Corrupt and evasive reasoning marked the 
sermons of many of the scribes. 
 He presented matters of great ______________________, matters of _______, 
______________, and ____________________. They often wasted their time on 
trivialities. 
 There was a __________________ in His preaching. As their Talmud proves, 
they often rambled on and on.  
 He excited ___________________. Their speeches were often dry as dust.  
 He spoke as the ________________ of men. They lacked love.  
 He spoke with authority, for His message came straight from the very ________ 
and __________ of the _________________ and from ____________________. 
They were constantly borrowing from fallible sources.  (Wm Hendriksen, Matthew. p 382-383) 

 A Final Word on the Teaching of Jesus 
 As His conversation with Nicodemus made clear, the greatest need (and often 
unspoken need) of men’s hearts is “How can I see (enter) __________________?” 
 The answer of Jesus was clear: “You must ________________________.” (Jn 3:3,7) 

 Jesus clearly presented Himself as the ________________ of salvation!  (Jn 14:6) 
 

4. The TWELVE 
 The SURPRISING TYPE of Men He Chose 

  Not from  the ____________________ and __________________ classes. 
  Not _______________________ in the _______________________________. 
 But this does not mean that they were ___________________ or _____________. 

 They were _________________ individuals who made ___________________ 
and were often _____________________________. 
 BUT NOTE: He did not make  _________________________ in any that He 
chose, including ___________________.  

“What points up the greatness of Jesus is that he took ____________________________, 
and welded them into an amazingly influential community that would prove to be not only a 
worthy link with ____________________________ but also a solid foundation for the 
_______________________________.”  (Hendriksen, Matthew. p 455) 

 The “FINALIZING” of the Twelve 
  According to Luke (6:12) He chose them after spending ___________________. 

 In Matthew’s passage they are named in ____________, perhaps suggesting 
how they were ______________________ by Jesus for their Galilean mission.  

 

 

 



The TWELVE: 
 

PETER  
 

ANDREW JAMES  JOHN 

PHILIP 

 

BARTHOLOMEW MATTHEW THOMAS 

JAMES  

the LESS 

 

JUDAS  

the GREATER 

SIMON  

The ZEALOT 

JUDAS  

the TRAITOR 

  

For further helpful information see: Mark L. Strauss, Four Portraits, One Jesus. Zondervan. pp 474-475.  
     Steven L. Cox & Kendell H. Easley, Harmony of the Gospels. Holman. pp 296-298. Wm Hendriksen, Matthew. Baker. pp 452-454. 
   John MacArthur, Twelve Ordinary Men. Thomas Nelson, 2006. (Workbook available) 

 Their DESCRIPTION & Their MISSION 
 Jesus chose the Twelve (who are called _________________) that they might 
be______________. In this capacity they were _____________ or _____________ 
who were ____________ by a _______________ or _______________.  
 They are also called _______________, that is, ones who were _________ with 
a_________________ by their ____________, thus having His full ____________.  
 NOTE: Although the last thing that Jesus will do before His ascension is the 
remind them of their _____________________ to go into all the world… 
 …He sent them out before that. During the Year of Popularity (or the Great 
___________________ Ministry) Jesus went out through the cities and villages of 
Galilee on ______ preaching circuits. The chief feature of the third circuit was that 
He sent the Twelve through Galilee, commissioning them to __________________, 
__________, and ____________ the ________________ of __________.  

 The TRAINING of the Twelve 
 Jesus taught them by _______________ and _____________ instruction. As 
Stalker put it: “He educated them with the most _______________________ ____.”   
All this in spite of their continued arguments about who among them was the 
__________________ (Mt 18:1), and Jesus’ identification of them as “men of little 
_____________ (Mt 17:20).” 

  Jesus taught them by the _________________ that He did.  
  Sometimes by _____________ them to show the insufficiency of 
their own actions, and thus the superiority and all-sufficiency of His actions. (Jn 6:6) 
 Most importantly, Jesus taught them by the impress of His _________________ 
upon them. (Mt 11:28-30) 

 NOTE:  The molding process did not take place ________________________. 



 However, even the enemies of the disciples took notice that they had 
_________________________________! (Acts 4:13) 
 
 
 
 

         
 

The above pictures are from the Bible illustrations of Gustave Doré (1832-1883). 
 Left: Healing the Sick (Matthew 15:30) 
 Middle: Jesus Preaching to the Multitude (Luke 12:1) 
 Right: The Disciples Plucking Corn on the Sabbath (Mark 2:23) 
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LIFE of CHRIST 
PART FIVE: High Points Along the Way 

(Luke 24:19) 
 

An introductory word: 
 Are there really any things that are unimportant or insignificant in the life of Christ?  
   Yes   No   Maybe   Not sure 
  If “Yes,” name one: _________________________________________________ 
  If “No,” why not? ___________________________________________________ 
 

 I have chosen seven things that I would identify as “High Points Along the Way.” I wanted 
to stick with the number seven because it seemed like a complete number. If I were asked to 
choose seven highlights one month from now, would I choose the same?  
 

1. The TEMPTATIONS in the WILDERNESS 
 The ______________________ of the event – right after the ___________________ 

 The two __________: one who ___________ under the ____________ of circumstances, 
the Other who ________________ under the _______________ of circumstances.  

 Tempted in ____________________, yet without _____________. 

 “It is written…” – in response to each temptation, Jesus ___________________________. 

 Our great High Priest – who _____________________ for us with an unparalleled 
capacity to _________________________. 

2. The TWIN CLEANSINGS of the TEMPLE 
 The most natural reading of the Gospels - ______________ records the one that took 

place at the _________________; the ____________________ the one at the ________. 

 A clear declaration of ___________________ -  “This is ___________________ house.” 

 ____________ for the house of worship – and a fulfillment of _____________________.  

 From the beginning, a declaration of His __________________________. 

 Not _____________________, but not ________________________. 

3. Two PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS 
 Two individuals as different as _____________ & ___________ - one a ________, the 

other a ________________; one a ____________, the other a ____________________; 
one who was _______________, the other __________________. [Both ___________!] 

 One _____________ Jesus; Jesus _____________ the other (both at the end of the day). 



 Jesus was never too _____________ or too _____________.  

 Jesus knew what was _______________________. For Nicodemus it was a 
__________________; for the woman it was __________________________________. 

 Jesus had what they __________________: __________________________. For one it 
is described as the ____________________, for the other as ______________________. 

 Jesus dealt with them properly. Were both saved during that conversation with Jesus? 
Apparently the ________________ was; apparently the __________ later was.  

4. The FEEDING of the FIVE THOUSAND  

   and the BREAD of LIFE DISCOURSE 
 The end of the ____________________________ Ministry 

 The _______________ of popularity and the ___________________ of popularity on two 
_________________________ days. 

 Full stomachs and an earthly messiah –ready to make Him __________ by ___________.  

 Bread come down from __________________ - just like the _______________. 

 _______________ sayings and _____________ followers – after this many of His 
_________________walked no more with Him.  

 “Will you also go away?” – Peter’s response: “________________________________?...” 

5. The HEALING of the SYRO-PHOENICIAN WOMAN’S 

DAUGHTER 
 The ____________________ Ministry has begun 

 How did she know? Recall the _________________________________ through the land.  

 Jesus answered ___________________! Didn’t He ____________________? 

 A Gentile woman’s commendable _______________ - a __________ gets the 
___________________ bread! 

 Beginning to break down __________________ (for ____________men who would be 
________________ evangelists.  

6. The TRANSFIGURATION 
 The trip to Caesarea Philippi 

 An unforgettable experience for a privileged few – Jesus in His _____________________! 

 Talking about His coming ___________________ by ____________ and _____________. 

 “It is good for us to be here!” “So let’s make ______________________________.”) 

 Back to the challenges below the mountaintop – the ___________________ disciples who 
________________ at healing a demon-possessed epileptic boy.  

7. The RAISING of LAZARUS 
 The third foray to Jerusalem – during these final months Jesus had previously gone to 

Jerusalem for ___________________ (Jn 7) and _______________________ (Jn 10:22).  

 The _____________________ delay – it was so that the _____________ of His disciples 
would be ______________________.  



 The crowning miracle – this would be the clearest manifestation of His _______________ 
and ___________, and the ________________ and __________________ of the people. 

 The coming collision – the _____________________ officially took counsel to kill Him.  
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LIFE of CHRIST 
PART SIX: The Worst of All Possible Endings 

(Acts 13:28,29) 
 

Review: Following the raising of Lazarus and the Sanhedrin decision to put Jesus to death,  
Jesus withdrew to ____________________ (Jn 11:54) even as the __________________ 
of the Jews was at hand (55).  
 Between those two verses there was likely sufficient time to fit in the travels that are 
indicated by the _____________________. Culver refers to the last trip to Jerusalem as 
__________________ and _______________________. It headed __________________ 
through Samaria, and after entering Galilee would have joined with the caravans of 
pilgrims headed __________________ to Jerusalem for Passover. On the way south it 
hen crossed the Jordan to the _______________ and came to Perea. Further _________ 
the Jordan was re-crossed to come to Jericho. The last leg of the trip was up to Jerusalem.  
 

1. Luke’s Travel Narrative of the TRIP TO JERUSALEM 
 Luke’s Gospel gives the largest single block of Jesus’ teaching found anywhere in the 

Gospels (9:51-19:27). The  section begins by telling us that Jesus “__________________” 
to go to Jerusalem. NOTE how this is mentioned in 13:22; 17:11; 19:11.  

 Jesus went to Jerusalem to __________________ (Jn 2:13), to _____________ (Jn 5:36), 
to ____________________ (Mt 21:23), to ______________ (Lk 19:41), and most 
importantly to ________________________________________________ (Jn 10:17,18).  

 Scholars differ as to whether this section in Luke is intended to cover one trip to Jerusalem 
or three. Either way the last trip to Jerusalem is covered here.  
 

2. The TRIUMPHAL ENTRY 
 This event is carried by ______________ of the Gospels.  

 Matthew’s Gospel indicates that ____________________ was fulfilled. (__________ 9:9)  

 Luke’s Gospel alone pictures the ___________________ of the King over Jerusalem as 
He saw with ___________________________________ its destruction in 70 AD.  

 It clearly showed the kind of King that Jesus was: He rode in _______________________. 

 It showed that Jesus would _______________________ His life.  
 

3. The FINAL WEEK 
 The following is a simple summary of the events following Palm Sunday: 



 

Monday 

Cursing the fig tree (which represented ___________________). 

Cleansing the __________________ the second time. 

Certain Greeks seek Him – Jesus tells that His death would be  

             ____________________ and __________________________.  

Tuesday 

Teaching in the _________________ for the last time. 

Representatives of the partisan leadership of the nation assault Jesus with 

           cleverly designed ______________________ to entrap Him.  

A scathing denunciation of the __________________________ by Jesus.  

The _________________ Discourse (regarding the __________________)       

Wednesday A day of _______________ at His retreat in _____________________. 

Thursday 

Procuring a _______________ and ________________ for Passover. 

Partaking of the ___________________ meal with His disciples.  

_________________ the disciples’ feet. 

Foretelling the _________________ and __________________.  

Instituting the _______________________________.  

Parting _________________________ (See John 14-16).  

The ______________________ Prayer and prayer of ________________. 

 

 The betrayal by ______________________________. 
“For the foulest deed that was ever committed Judas selected the most sacred 

___________ (Passover), the most sacred ____________ (the Sanctuary of the Master’s 
devotions), and the most sacred ____________ (a kiss).”        (Hendriksen, John, II. p 379)  

 

4. The FINAL TRIUMPH of INJUSTICE 
 It was likely sometime around ___________________ when Jesus was arrested. The 
information in all of the Gospels can be harmonized together to indicate that there were two trials 
– a religious trial, then a civil trial, each having three stages, which consumed the whole night.  
 



RELIGIOUS CIVIL 

  

  

  

 

5. The EXECUTION of the King of the Jews  
 The Torture before the Cross - ___________________, _____________________, etc… 

Therefore, even before the actual crucifixion, Jesus’ physical condition was at 
least __________________ and possibly ___________________.  (JAMA, 3/21/86, 1455-63)  

 The Via Dolorosa – The _____________ of _____________________. 

 The Crucifixion: 
 The place: Golgotha, the place of a ________________. (There are two 
competing sites in the Holy Land which lay claim to being the actual place: 

(1) The Church of the _________________________________ 
(2) _____________________ Calvary 

 The time: John 19:14 says: “It was the preparation (____________________) 
             of the Passover, (___________________________) 
   and about the sixth hour” (__________________________) 
         Mark 15:25 says: “And it was the third hour (_________)_________) 
 “…about ______ hours were consumed in gathering the ______ other 
condemned men, preparing the ______________ and ______________ of 
execution, and ______________________ to the site.”           (Culver, 252-253) 
 The physical details: “God’s Word, the Bible, delicately draws a ___________ 
over most physical details of the crucifixion of Jesus.”                   (Ibid., 255) 
 However, the awful details of crucifixion can be known from such sources as 
the one mentioned above. The two most prominent causes of death were probably 
hypovolemic __________________ and exhaustion ____________________. The 
normal way to hasten death was by ___________________________ of the victim. 
NOTE: Jesus was by no means the ____________________________________.  
 The seven sayings of Jesus from the cross 
  

TIME REF SAYING 

From  

9 AM 

‘til  

Lk 23:34 “Father, _________________ them,  

for they do not know what they do.” 

Lk 23:43 “Today you will be with Me 



Noon in _______________________.” 

Jn 19:27 “Woman, behold your _______________.” 

“Behold your ___________________.” 

From 

Noon  

‘til 

3 PM 

Mt 27:46 “My God, My God, why 

Have You ______________________ Me?” 

Jn 19:28 “I _______________________.” 

Jn 19:30  
“It is ________________________.” 

Lk 23:46 “Father, into Your hands 

I commend My _________________.” 

 

With those final words the One that they called Jesus of Nazareth breathed His last. 
The One who was utterly without sin, who had gone about doing good and healing, was now limp 

on a rugged Roman cross – unjustly murdered.  
His many enemies had now finally obtained their desired goal – they had eliminated Him. 

It was over, sadly over; the most tragic story ever written. 
Unless… 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

An Overview of the  

LIFE of CHRIST 
PART SEVEN: The Best of All Possible Endings 

(Acts 2:23,24) 
 

Review: Why did it have to end that way? 
 

  Because of the exceeding _____________________ of ______________. 

  Because of the ______________________________ of ______________. 

  Because God provided His Son as the ______________________,  

   the _________________________ of God’s _________________.  

 

1. At the MOMENT of HIS DEATH (See Mt 27:51-54) 

 The ___________ of the sanctuary was torn from ___________ to _________________. 

 There was an ________________________ and rocks were ______________. 

 __________________ were opened and many saints were __________________... 

 The centurion at the cross said: “Truly this was the _________________________.” 
 

2. The ENTOMBMENT 
 The requirement of the Mosaic Law: burial before ________________ for executed men.  

 The preparations for burial: _____________ of Arimathea and _____________________ 
secured the body, wrapped it in __________________, and placed it in ______________ 
tomb (that of a ___________ man).  

 The further plans of the women: they acquired _________________ to more permanently 
anoint the body after the ________________________. 

 The precautions by His enemies: Knowing that He said that He would arise, they feared 
that the ____________________ would ________________ the body and say that He 
was raised. Thus, they __________________ the stone and set a _________________. 
 

3. The DEVASTATED DISCIPLES 
 They met together behind _________________________ for fear of the Jews (Jn 20:19). 

 They ___________________ and _________________ (Mk 16:10). 

 The first reports of the resurrection seemed to them as ______________________ and 
they ______________________ them not (Lk 24:11). 



 NOTE: These are the ones who heard Jesus repeatedly tell of His coming resurrection! 
Would these be the ones who would turn the world upside down? 



 



Some Questions and Exercises  

For Further Study 

 
 Survey the encounters that Jesus had with demons in the Gospel of Mark. How 
did they recognize Him and how did He deal with them? 
  
 Find four occasions when Jesus worked a miracle on the Sabbath Day. What was 
the nature of the miracle and what was the response of the observers of the miracle? 
  
 Survey the occasions when Jesus is found in prayer in Luke’s Gospel. What can 
we learn for our own spiritual lives from Him? 
 

 Make a list of the seven miracles which are found in the Gospel of John. How 
does each one of them contribute to fulfilling John’s purpose of showing that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God? 
 

 Stalker says that there are 19 private interviews that Jesus had with others in the 
Gospels. Find 3 of them and summarize each. 
 

 According to the hearers, the Bread of Life Discourse (Jn 6:25-65) contained 
some hard sayings and as a result most of them walked away. List 5 hard sayings 
from this discourse and explain why this would have caused people to walk away. 
 

 The instructions of Jesus to His disciples before sending them out to exorcise, 
heal, and preach in the cities of Galilee (Mt 10:5-42) cover many things. Can you find 
7 things from those instructions which would be relevant for you as you seek to serve 
Him? 
 

 Luke’s “Travel Narrative” (9:51-19:27) contains some familiar and memorable 
teachings of Jesus. Find 4 of these; tell why it is well-known; summarize how it is 
misunderstood.  
 

 There are 7 “I am” statements which are unique to John’s Gospel. Indicate the 
context in which each was presented and clearly explain what each says about 
Jesus.  
 

 Locate three different passages where the disciples were arguing about who 
among them was the greatest. How does Jesus instruct them in each of those cases? 


