
    October 4, 2021, 5:30 

            St. Sebastian’s Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

 

In Attendance: Dillon Ambrose, Jeff Altenburg, Jake Corr, Audrey 
Ticcioni, Rocky Marcoux, Judy Hill, Jo Ann Stasiewicz, Edie Schwabe, 
Maricolette Walsh, Kathy Bottoni, Maria Watson 

Appearing via video:  Dan Walker, Carole Poth 

Excused:  Steve Ragatz, Michael Whitney.  Father Peter Patrick on 
retreat.  

Opening Prayer - read with reflection 

Approval of August 2, 2021 minutes 

Development Director – Maria Watson introduced as our new 
development director.  Her first task will be to create a workable 
development plan.  She will be attending parish meetings to hone in on 
our campus needs.  

Opening of the Church Subcommittee – (Dillon and Steve) – Things are 
remaining the same at this point.  Masks are strongly recommended 
during mass and communion is still administered directly at the pews.  
Recommendations were made that Father Peter Patrick remove his 
mask, whenever possible, and without risk to others, during mass.  
Audrey indicated that some parishioners were having trouble hearing 
him through the mask.  A suggestion was made that sound adjustments 
may be examined to insure we have the best use of our sound 
equipment.  Mike Kaminski has the best working knowledge of the 
sound system and inquiries are to be made to see if we can improve on 
the use of our speakers, etc. 

 



Retreat – September 18, 2021 - The St. Sebastian’s, St. Catherine’s 
Pastoral Council retreat was a success.  John Metz acted as moderator 
and Joann and Dillon organized the details of the retreat held on site.  
An anonymous donor provided lunch for all from Panera Bread. 

Auction – Early winter/late spring, 2022 – Molly and Dillon, Jake and 
Melissa will co-chair our next auction.  The details are still being ironed 
out. 

Installation of Father Peter Patrick – We are waiting for further 
information from the Archdiocese in order to plan this event.  

Survey Results – Dillon asked that the committees continue to provide 
information about what actions have been taken to fulfill goals from 
the survey. 

Finance/Building and Grounds (Maricolette)  

The school has a reduced enrollment of 13 students.  It will affect the 
budget, but the actual cost is still being investigated.  It is not believed 
all 13 positions are in 4k. 

An application for an ERC (Employee Retention credit) is being filed.  
This is part of the covid bill and we hope to receive the credit. 

Stop the auction item – The suggestion is that all groups weigh in on an 
item for stop the auction.  Finance will review the suggestions for their 
feasibility.  The suggestion must be attainable with the money that is 
raised at the auction and history indicates the item should be in the 
range of less than $20,000.  It must be big enough to generate 
excitement. 

Buildings and Grounds – The chimney in the school is still being 
examined.  The chimney was originally built for the incinerator which 
hasn’t been used in over 10 years. 



The main exhaust fan for the fish fry was installed with a crane to lift 
the 300 lb. fan. 

Bell Tower Project – (Rocky) – Cross-lateral bracing on upper vault may 
still be needed.  Additionally, a staircase between lower and middle 
vault is needed for safety of staff.  Landscaping was completed on west 
side of church.  Final cost is still to be determined.  We had authority to 
borrow $400,000 from the school foundation and have only used 
$250,000 with $100,000 drawn from our building fund.    

Audrey highlighted that we have accomplished some of our survey 
goals by successfully addressing maintenance issues and transparency 
in communicating this information.   

School Committee (Jeff Altenburg) Continue to reach out to neighbors 
and friends regarding enrollment.  Chelsea Duffy is central to 
communication plan and spreading school news to parish.  There will 
be a retreat in October.  The playground has been open for children use 
on Sundays.  Chelsea has key to playground. 

Stewardship – (Jo Ann Stasiewicz) - Bell Tower lighting was a lovely 
event and showcased our community accomplishments. Pat Kennedy is 
contacting individuals for volunteer activities for those interested in 
part time opportunities. 

Prayer and Worship – (Judy Hill) – Members of the group assisted with 
Teosinte’s Repatriation celebration.    Judy helped with the embroidery 
on the altar cloth.  The flower arrangement in church included corn. 
The word Teosinte is a Mexican grass grown as fodder and considered 
to be a parent plant of modern corn. 

The choir is not ready to return.   

Human Concerns – (Kathy Bottoni) – The Teosinte committee is hoping 
for a successful Las Posadas celebration in December.  Las Posadas 



(Spanish: “The Inns”) is a celebration of the Christmas story.  It is a 
wonderful way to celebrate Hispanic culture and reflect the importance 
of hospitality and welcoming others.  They are proposing special music 
and a presentation during Mass highlighting a number of meaningful 
experiences of the people of Teosinte.   

 

Next meeting:  November 1, 2021 

Minutes submitted by Kathy Bottoni 

 

 


