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Mi Casa, Su Casa 
Father Peter Patrick Kimani 
 

My House Is Your House 
 
Pope John Paul II’s early career as a philosopher and theologian shaped his views on 
environmental issues. He defended the philosophy of personalism, which stresses the special 
worth and dignity of human beings as persons. In this way, he affirmed the traditional Christian 
distinction between humans and the rest of nature. At the same time, he followed St. Thomas 
Aquinas in emphasizing that humans are composed of both matter and spirit. Not just the mind 
has value, but also the body, including its health, emotions, and sexuality.  
 
This holistic concern for humans as embodied beings implies a related concern for the natural 
environment in which people live, grow, and make their home. Pope John Paul II once said 
taking care of our earth should be the 11th commandment of God.  
 
Other popes have emphasized taking care of our environment or our planet, and most recent is 
Pope Francis in his encyclical Laudato Si: “The Earth, our home, is beginning to look more and 
more like an immense pile of filth. In many parts of the planet, the elderly lament that once 
beautiful landscapes are now covered with rubbish. Never have we so hurt and mistreated our 
common home as we have in the last 200 years.” It is an individual and collective responsibility 
to take care of our common home. 
 
Bringing my point, Mi Casa Su Casa, closer to home, I would like to thank each one of you for 
sharing your time, talent and treasure to continue keeping our Church and building opened. 
We do a good job maintaining the physical building. Last month, we had an outdoor Mass and 
ministry fair. Thanks to the Stewardship committee for planning it. Although we missed many 
people because of Labor Day weekend, next time we will try to plan on a more convenient date. 
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For those who attended, we had a lot of fun visiting different ministry tables to recruit more 
people. This is our Church, our home, and we are proud of it. To be part of the family, we need 
to participate in one way or another.  
 
I am requesting, and at the same time challenging you, if you haven’t participated in any 
ministry, this is the time to push yourself a little and consider. If we get many involved, maybe 
your service will only be needed once a month, or every other month, which is more doable. Let 
us roll up our sleeves and get to work and make St. Sebastian “My home, your home.” 
There is always a joy in serving God and his people.  

 
On the day we had outdoor Mass, I was blessed to be visited by my mentor as a teen, my pastor 
back at home in Kenya. He is the one who discovered the priestly vocation in me. Below are 
pictures taken 20 years apart with him. The one on the left was when I graduated in philosophy, 
and the other one at outdoor Mass last month. It’s said pictures can speak a thousand words. 
You can see the joy of priesthood, serving God and his people, and also how young I look! 
 
Reflecting on my own calling as a priest, and for each one of us for living in service of God, our 
joy will radiate to others. St. Peter, in his second letter, sums it up well, because Church is our 
common home which represents heaven: “Therefore, my brothers and sisters, make every 
effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will never stumble, 
and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ” (1Pet.1:10-11).  
 
My home is your home when we all get involved. Please join a ministry! 
 
 

Be sure to visit our website at saintsebs.org 
 
 
 
 

https://saintsebs.org/home
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Stewardship Committee Updates >>> 
 

Outdoor Mass & Ministry Fair 
JoAnn Stasiewicz 
 

Discovering Ways to Share Time and Talent 
 

The Stewardship Committee, along with 
several parish committees and 
organizations, hosted a Ministry Fair on 
Sunday, September 4. The event began 
with an outdoor Mass on the school 
playground/parking lot. Father Peter Patrick 
celebrated the Mass with Deacon Jim and 
Father James. Father Peter Patrick 
introduced Father James as his long-time 
friend and mentor who was visiting from 
Africa. Even though the sky looked gloomy, 
it did not rain on our fair! We were able to 
have a delicious lunch of hot dogs, burgers 

and veggie burgers hot off the grill, along with a series of potluck dishes and homemade 
desserts. For the kids there was a bounce house, which was a big hit.   

 
The fair was abuzz with socializing and visiting the ministry booths.  A few of the ministries that 
were represented were Facing Racism, Craft Group, Prayer Group, Mom’s Group, Teosinte, 
Saint Vincent de Paul, Cabaret, Archive Team (The A Team), Finance Committee, Pastoral 
Council and Human Concerns. Each ministry helped with grilling and serving coffee, lemonade 
and food, making the event a success. 

 

  
 
The purpose of the Ministry Fair is to have parishioners be aware of the many ministries and 
organizations the parish offers. The Stewardship Committee believes in promoting all our 
ministries so we all can be aware of the purpose and encourage involvement.  
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Take a moment and think what it is you are looking for.  

• See our newly designed website to look at the many ways you can grow – and help grow 
our parish. Visit saintsebs.org/  

• Are you looking for a way to share a particular talent you have with one of our 
committees? Visit saintsebs.org/our-community  

• Are you looking for a way to socialize and meet other parishioners and families? Think 
about joining the Men’s Group or the Mom’s Group, or consider joining the choir or St. 
Sebastian Cabaret Theater. Visit saintsebs.org/our-community/groups  

The Stewardship Committee encourages people to share their ideas and their talents. Come to 
a Stewardship meeting and see the exciting things we are planning. Meetings are the second 
Wednesday of the month at 5:30 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room. 
 
 
 

Human Concerns Reports >>> 
 

Solidarity with Teosinte 
David Goehner 
 

 Celebration of Repatriation 
 

On Sunday, August 21, St. Sebastian Parish joined in solidarity 
with Teosinte to celebrate the August 18, 1988 repatriation of 
Salvadoran War refugees, who had gathered in the Mesa 
Grande camp in Honduras, into Teosinte.  The following 
reflection was shared as part of the repatriation celebration:  

 

• Imagine having less than an hour to go through your house and collect whatever you find 
most important and stuffing whatever will fit into a backpack, and helping your family 
members, including small children, do the same.   

• Then, imagine rushing with your family through the countryside, having to cross a river, all 
the while having soldiers on both sides of the river shooting at everyone traveling with you, 
with some family members and friends and other travelers not surviving.   

• Now imagine entering a refugee camp in a neighboring country and living in a small tent city 
for eight years, having limited information about 
any family members who did not leave when you 
did, as your home country was at war with itself.   

• Imagine finally being able to return to your home 
country but likely having to live in a different 
village, where you had to learn how to farm on a 
mountain rather than on a flat field.   

• And imagine living with new neighbors, all of 
whom share a common value...the opportunity to 

https://saintsebs.org/
https://saintsebs.org/our-community
https://saintsebs.org/our-community/groups
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celebrate a new life, and renewed faith, in a war-torn church, and being happy again. 
 

Today we celebrate the Repatriation of our sisters and brothers in Teosinte, El Salvador.  The 
first thing they packed when they fled their homes during the war was their faith in God, and in 
people they trusted would act as God’s representatives.  With support from the SHARE Mesa 
Grande, Honduras Foundation, volunteers, and private citizens in the US, the current families 
living in Teosinte organized while in the Mesa Grande refugee camp in Honduras.   
 

Tomasa Navarrete Guardado shared: “When 
we arrived at Mesa Grande, the whole place 
was desolate. We had to start to build from 
the beginning, because of us spending a year 
living on carpets.  Food was prepared in 
groups to distribute to everyone, cooking 
under the rain.  Little by little we were 
organizing as well as receiving aid, in those 
moments we received basic grains such as 
corn and beans, then each family prepared 
its food.  We organized ourselves in working 
groups.”   

                  Original church in Teosinte 
 
While in the refugee camp, they worked out the arrangements to purchase the village in 
Teosinte. They picked Teosinte because it had a river that flowed all year, access to arable 
cropland on the mountainsides, and most importantly, a church, which, though war-torn, was 
structurally secure to allow for Mass and could house all of the villagers in an emergency. 
 
While at times homeless, scared, humiliated, repressed, and dependent – in transition, our 
sisters and brothers always carried their faith in God and their trust in humanity. While they still 
encounter social and economic and personal injustice, our sisters and brothers in Teosinte 
remain committed to walking in solidarity with each other, with their supportive Salvadoran 
organizations, and with the people of St. Sebastian Parish.   
 

Monica Alas shared, “The arrival to Mesa Grande 
gave us back the rights we had lost, or better yet, 
rights that were taken away from us in our 
country…life, a roof (even if it were a humble one), 
food, education, health, protection, moments of 
relaxation and recreation…and much more.  In the 
refugee camp, we also learned, from practice, the 
importance of values like solidarity, unity, 
cooperation, life in community, and above all 
organization.” 
 

Today, we join in Solidarity to give thanks to God, for the blessing of our sistering relationship 
with Teosinte.  Que Dios les bendiga (God bless you)! 
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St. Vincent de Paul Society 
Dan Holahan and Rich Mueller 

 
         “Who Is My Neighbor?” 
This question is put to Jesus in Luke’s Gospel (Lk. 10:29) by a lawyer wishing 
to “justify himself” after Jesus has proclaimed the great commandment of 
loving God and your neighbor. In response to the query, Jesus goes on to 

teach with the parable of the Good Samaritan. Unfortunately, we do not know if there are 
Samaritans in Milwaukee, and if there are, we’re sure they are solid citizens. However, we do 
know that we have many neighbors who suffer, and it is to serve these that the St. Vincent 
Society, St. Sebastian conference, is called to action. First, we would like to introduce you to 
two families who are our neighbors. 
 
The members of our conference met Ann when she moved into our neighborhood. She had 
been burned out of her previous apartment by a fire. With no furniture and extremely limited 
funds, she asked for help from the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Traveling by twos, our members 
met Ann at her new apartment and talked to her about her needs. With seven family members 
(Ann and her children) and having lost everything in the fire, Ann’s need was great. Due to 
limited resources, our visiting members tried to work through what Ann most needed and gave 
her vouchers to the St. Vincent de Paul Society store (two in Milwaukee) and another to one of 
the stores that sell used appliances. Ann was incredibly grateful and proclaimed that God had 
blessed her and her family through our work.   
 
Phoebe’s story is similar, and just as difficult. She and her four children, one disabled, had to 
move from their previous apartment due to the infestation of rats and roaches – her children 
were afraid to move around at night due to the pest problems. In their new apartment, they 
were without many of the necessities of life, and our members attempted to use our limited 
funds to help them get started again. Phoebe’s gratitude accompanied our members as they 
reported back to our monthly conference gathering.  While the members of our conference do 
the leg work, it is all the members of the St. Sebastian community who make this happen. Your 
generosity allows us to reach out to our neighbors.  For this we are very grateful. 
 
Your ongoing generosity is needed to serve our neighbors in need. We rely solely on parish 
contributions, and every penny donated is used to help our neighbors. In other words, there are 
no administrative expenses. We range between eight and 20 visits like this each month. We 
also are working with St. Catherine of Alexandria Parish on the northwest side to help with 
home visits in their area. Our neighbors do not receive high-end appliances and furniture. The 
cost of a stove or refrigerator with delivery from a private used appliance store can easily run 
$300. A single bed costs $115, and a complete full bed currently costs $139 with additional 
delivery expenses running at least $40.  Although the Salvation Army offers one free kitchen 
appliance per year, there is a backlog and it can take weeks for our neighbors to receive 
appliances. There are hard choices to be made with limited funds when we encounter families 
with children in the household lacking appliances, beds, and furniture. These households are 
but a stone's throw from St. Sebs. 
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We follow Vincentian guidelines. We are to “follow Christ through service to those in need” 
bearing witness to the “compassionate and liberating love” (Rule 1.2) of Jesus. We are called to 
serve “those in need regardless of creed, ethnic or social background, health, gender, or 
political opinion” (Rule 1.4). We seek out those “in need and the forgotten, the victims of 
exclusion or adversity” (Rule 1.5) giving priority to “the poorest of the poor and to those who 
are most rejected by society” (Rule 1.6). People are drawn to the St. Vincent de Paul Society 
from a variety of backgrounds: teachers, lawyers, accountants, social workers, sales reps, men 
and women of a multitude of backgrounds and ages, people just like you – there is room for 
everyone in our society!   
 
How can you help us to serve our neighbors?  First, please support us in prayer.  We need 
strength and guidance as we carry on this work. Second, please continue your generous 
contributions. We cannot provide for our neighbors without your financial support.  And finally, 
we can always use new members. Our monthly meetings are on the third Wednesday of each 
month and last about an hour (God willing!)   
 
Right now, we have four teams for each month but can use more.  As Jesus sent out his 
disciples in pairs, so too do we. How can you help us meet our neighbors in need?  Has God 
planted the seed of service in your soul? A former pastor used to use these words: “When you 
work for the church, the pay isn’t much but the rewards are out-of-this-world.” Join us in this 
journey, and you will not regret it. Contact Rich Mueller at 414-531-6205 or 
mueller6185@gmail.com. 
 

Facing Racism Group 
Susan Ragatz 

Working to Build Racial Equality 
 

Roughly two years before COVID hit, Ed 
Duncklee, our former Director of Religious 
Education, invited members of St. Catherine and 
St. Sebastian to form a study group on 
racism.  We studied local and national examples 
of past and present racism, discussed what 
we could do, and ultimately divided into 5 
working groups:  Prayer, Social Action, 
Parish Education, Voting Rights, and Mass 
Incarceration.   

 
Ed has retired, but we carry on what he started.  We’ve put short prayers and quotes about 
racism in the weekly bulletins, organized activities to raise awareness of present-day racism, 
held a book and magazine drive for people in jail, encouraged people to study the actual 
policies of candidates and then vote, participated in ‘Kneel for Nine” on the corner of Hawley 
Road & Vliet Street,  promoted a group trip to the Milwaukee Holocaust Museum, and other 
activities. 
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Our mission statement:  As members of St. Catherine and St. Sebastian Parishes, we  
recognize racism in ourselves, in our Church and in our society. We respond to Christ’s  
call to personal and communal conversion through reflection, through educating  
ourselves and our parish communities, and by taking action to build racial equity into  
our society.  
 
We’re beginning a new year by asking ourselves how we can better reflect and encourage  
Jesus’ teachings in the face of racism. If you wish to share ideas or join us, please  
contact Carole Poth cpoth@saintcatherine.org , 414-445-5115. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Catholic Social Teaching 
Deacon Jim Matthias 

Focus on Rights & Responsibilities 
 
The Human Concerns Committee is focusing on the Catholic Social Teaching of Rights and 
Responsibilities this parish year: “Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a 
healthy community can be achieved only if human rights are protected, and responsibilities are met. 
Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to those things required for human 
decency. Corresponding to these rights are duties and responsibilities – to one another, to our families, 
and to the larger society.” 

Catholic Charities Office for Social Justice 
 

October is Respect Life Month. Many activities this month will focus on protecting the unborn child in 
the womb. While there are many issues that the world faces, “the threat of abortion remains our 
preeminent priority because it directly attacks life itself, because it happens within the sanctuary of the 
family, and because of the number of lives destroyed,” according to a 2019 letter adopted by the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops.  
 
Every person has a fundamental right to life. We are not the creator of life – we are humbly the 
receivers of the precious gift of life, our own and those given to us by God to nurture and protect. As 
Catholics, we follow the teachings of Jesus Christ in defending the poor, the needy, and the vulnerable. 

FORMED Website 
Every St. Sebastian and St Catherine parishioner has free access to FORMED and 
thousands of movies, programs, audio, and books. Follow these directions to set 
up your account:  
1. Go to http://www.formed.org  
2. Select – Sign Up Button  
3. Select – Sign up as a parishioner  
4. Find your parish – St. Sebastian 

Milwaukee  

5. Select – Next 
6. Enter your name and email  
7. Select – Sign Up 
8. You’ll have access to all! 

 

mailto:cpoth@saintcatherine.org
http://www.formed.org/
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You will find no one poorer, needier, or more vulnerable than a child in the womb. If we won’t protect 
life in the womb but will protect immigrants, the elderly, the disabled, etc., then we become the 
hypocrites that Jesus warns us about so many times. We cannot be selective in who we choose to help 
and those we deem less worthy. 
 
It’s also our duty to make sure every human receives those things needed for human decency – food, 
clean water, shelter – those things we consider the bare necessities for ourselves. It’s part of the 
Corporal Works of Mercy that through our own baptism, our mission is to uphold the dignity of our 
brothers and sisters. Think of those things you “could not live without” and ask yourself why anyone 
else should live without those things too. 

 
October is Respect Life month. It’s a great time to reflect on what we are doing to protect the lives and 
dignity of our brothers and sisters, from conception to natural death. 
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MICAH’S Annual Meeting 
Rhonda VanPembrook 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St. Sebastian is a member of MICAH (Milwaukee Inner-City Congregations Allied for Hope).  
Parishioners who want to carpool to the public meeting can contact Rhonda at 414-640-3805. 
 
 

Faith Formation Updates >>> 
 

Children’s Liturgy 
Morgan Frank 
 

 Volunteers Needed! 

Children's Liturgy of the Word is back! We are looking for volunteers to help on the first and 
third Sunday of the month at the 10:30 a.m. service. If you are willing to help children 
understand the Word of God in a child friendly manner, please contact Morgan Frank 
at mfrank@saintsebs.org. We are hoping to start in October. 

mailto:mfrank@saintsebs.org
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Adult Bible Study 
Jon Metz 

Conversion Stories in Scripture 

Adult Faith Formation will host a fall Bible study focused on conversion stories in scripture. Examine 
stories of Bartimaeus, the rich young man, Matthew, Jonah, the woman at the well, and the Magi. This 
program will have seven sessions beginning October 5 in the Adult Formation room at 6:30 p.m. To 
register, please email Jon Metz at jmetz@saintsebs.org. 

 

 
 

Prayer & Worship Reports >>> 
 

Liturgical Help Wanted 
Julia Galligan 

Mass Servers Needed – Grades 5-8 
After missing our Mass servers for several years, we are now welcoming them back with  
training for new servers – and retraining for those who might have forgotten the details! 
Catholic students in grades 5-8 who attend either the parish school or Faith Formation program 
are eligible. We need three servers for each Sunday Mass (8 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.). 
Servers from the parish school also may serve for the school Mass on Wednesday morning.  
 
Students need to attend ONE of these two sessions: 

• Thursday, October 6. 3:30 pm – 5pm OR 

• Saturday, October 8. 10:30 am – Noon.  
To register, please contact Julia in the front office at 414-453-1061 x117 or  jgalligan@saintsebs.org. If 
these dates/times do not work, still let us know of your interest and we will schedule more training!  

 

mailto:jmetz@saintsebs.org
mailto:jgalligan@saintsebs.org
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Looking for Liturgical Ministers 

St. Sebastian liturgies require “the work of the people” (“liturgy”), inspired by the Spirit and 
presided over by Christ himself. Please consider becoming a member of the Liturgical 
Environment Team or stepping forward to assist in various liturgical ministries, including: 
 

• Readers of the Holy Scriptures 

• Eucharistic ministers 

• Ushers/Greeters 

• Liturgical environment 

• Choir members 

• Instrumentalists 

• Cantors 

 

Training of new readers takes place in the church: 

• Saturday, October 1, 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. OR 

• Monday, October 3, 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
 
Please register for either one or request an individual time if these do not work. Contact Julia in 
the front office at 414-453-1061 x117 or jgalligan@saintsebs.org. She can also answer 
questions about other liturgical ministries. 
 

Prayers 
For Hispanic American Heritage Month 

 
Here there is a challenge from Christ to the goodness of humankind. 
It is not enough to be good. It is not enough to not do evil. My 
Christianity is something more positive; it is not a negative. There are 
many who say, “But I don’t kill, I don’t steal, I don’t do anything bad 
to anyone.” That’s not enough. You are still lacking a great deal. It is 
not enough to be good. 
 
St. Oscar Romero (1917-1980) 
Ignatian Solidarity Network 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jgalligan@saintsebs.org
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For the Month of Mary - Hymn 
 

At morn – at noon – at twilight dim – 

Maria! thou hast heard my hymn! 

In joy and woe – in good and ill – 

Mother of God, be with me still! 

When the Hours flew brightly by, 
And not a cloud obscured the sky, 
My soul, lest it should truant be, 
Thy grace did guide to thine and thee 

Now, when storms of Fate o’ercast 

Darkly my Present and my Past, 
Let my future radiant shine 

With sweet hopes of thee and thine. 
 

Written in 1835 by 

Edgar Allen Poe (1809 - 1849) 

 
 

Fun Raisers >>> 
 

Christmas Boutique 

Patty Walsh 

New-To-You Co-Chair Needed 
 

The Holly Berry Boutique committee needs a New to You co-chair. The 
time commitment would be for set-up of the vintage/resale booth a day 
or two before and working in the booth the day of the Boutique, 
December 3. We are hoping to fill this position by October 15.  We are 
also looking for someone to "apprentice" for reservations.  

 

Create Christmas Wreaths in October! 
 
The craft project for this month is holiday wreaths, which we’ll sell at the Boutique. Join other 
crafers on Tuesday October 4 at 7 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room. Everyone and anyone is 
welcome to join us! No previous experience is required. Many hands make light work. 
 

Join in Boutique Planning 
 
If you are interested in working at the Boutique in any capacity, or just curious about what is 
involved, please join us at our next meeting on Wednesday, October 19 at 7 p.m. in the Church 
Hall. Please reach out to either Patty Walsh (walsh_8100@yahoo.com) or Jenny O'Neil 
(jso172252@gmail.com) with any questions.  We look forward to hearing from you! 
 

mailto:walsh_8100@yahoo.com
mailto:jso172252@gmail.com
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Fish Fry 
Liz Martin 

    St. Sebastian Fish Fry Returns!! 

 
Mark your calendars for Friday, October 7 as we embark on the 60th season 
of the St. Sebastian Fish Fry and enjoy the best neighborhood fish fry 
around! We are excited to be offering our fabulous dine-in fish fry after the 
two-year hiatus. Spread the word, tell your friends, family, neighbors and 
co-workers just how AMAZING our fish fry is. Enjoy all-you-can-eat freshly 
cut cod (baked or beer battered), salad bar buffet, savory homemade 
shrimp chowder, and the most wonderful home-baked desserts. We even 
offer chicken nugget meals for those little ones who might not favor fish. 

Stop by and grab a specialty beer of the month, pull up a seat and enjoy a great meal with great 
company! 

Looking for a way to help out? We are always looking for regular volunteer helpers, or on-
call volunteers we can summon when we need a hand. We also will always accept help with 
homemade dessert donations. 

For more information contact volunteer coordinator: Liz Martin, evmaloney3@hotmail.com 

  

  
Please continue to read the bulletin; it’s available online or if you would like to have it mailed 
to you, contact the parish office at 414-453-1061. 
 
 

Join us on Social Media >>> 
 

 

mailto:evmaloney3@hotmail.com

