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New Year Greetings! 
Father Peter Patrick Kamini 
 

 Family, Faith and Forgiveness 
 
Happy New Year! As we usher in the New Year, I would like you to pause a bit and look back 
and count all the blessings God has granted you and your loved ones and our faith community. 
We have done much together as a parish, and yet more awaits us. I don’t know what kind of 
baggage you are carrying with you into this New Year. It is good to bring with us that which 
gives us energy rather than what drains us. Let’s bring positive vibes!  
 
Before Nelson Mandela left prison he said, "As I stand before the door to my freedom, I realize 
that if I do not leave my pain, anger and bitterness behind me, I will still be in prison". 
 
Self-imprisonment is worse than that imposed by others. How many are in self-inflicted pain 
today for lack of forgiveness?  How many of us have imprisoned ourselves inside the walls of 
anger and bitterness? Holding grudges does not make you strong, it makes you bitter. 
Forgiveness does not make you weak, it sets you free. Consider this while you are preparing to 
move into 2022. 
 
As we usher in the New Year, let us always remember what is most important in this life: 
Family, Faith and Forgiveness. I would challenge you, as we begin the year, to think about one 
person in your family, friend circle, work or Church, who you vowed to never forgive. 
Remember, if you forgive, you are not doing good to the person who wronged you, but you are 
setting yourself free.  
 
“Let nothing disturb you. Let nothing frighten you. All things are passing. God never changes. 
Patience obtains all things. God alone suffices.” (St. Teresa of Avila).  
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May you always be aware of God’s presence in your life. May you always open your heart for 
Him to come there and stay with you. Have a blessed Happy New Year 2022! God bless you all, 
because God is good all the time; all the time God is good! 
 
 

Human Concerns Reports >>> 
 

Endings and Beginnings 
Susan Ragatz 
 

    Gratitude for Peacebringers 
 

With the death of Nobel Peace Prize winner 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, the movement 
to end racism has lost an inspiring leader 
who, because of his steadfast belief in God, 
was confident in the ultimate success of 
justice and of God’s love. He was the target 
of many threats and spent time in jail 
because of his support for and participation 
in peaceful protests against South African 
apartheid, a particularly cruel and 
oppressive form of legalized racism.   
 

He was a hero not just to the oppressed but 
eventually to those who had benefitted from 
that oppression and even former oppressors 
because he was also vehement in his 

support for nonviolence and reconciliation.   
 

As head of South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, he stood against a feared 
“Night of Long Knives” and instead advocated for the African philosophy of Ubuntu - that, to be  
a person, one must uphold the personhood of others. He said, “African jurisprudence is  
restorative rather than retributive.” Through the Commission, he applied that philosophy 
to all South Africans, black and white, who he called “the Rainbow People of God.”   
 

Those of us who benefit from bias, even if unwittingly, and who get a job while other  
applicants are ignored, or drive unimpeded on our way even when we slip a few miles  
over the limit, while others are pulled over for lesser or imagined errors when only guilty  
of “driving while black,” owe a debt of gratitude to loving peacebringers like  
Archbishop Tutu.  We also owe the peacebringers, ourselves and our Lord our daily  
best efforts to support and create peace and justice in everything we touch.  We often  
forget to do so, but now at the beginning of a New Year is the perfect time to choose to  
follow in Archbishop Tutu’s footsteps. 
 

As he said cheerfully to his attackers, “Join me on the winning side.” 
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Facing Racism 
Jon Metz 
 

    Letter from a Birmingham Jail 

The Education group of the Facing Racism 
Committee is having an In-person 
Discussion and Reflection on Martin Luther 
King Jr's Letter from a Birmingham Jail will 
take place on January 17th 2022 at 7:00pm 
in St. Sebastian Parish Hall.  

Please consider joining us to reflect on this 
powerful document. It is encouraged to 
read the letter before attending the event. 
The letter can be found easily by a quick 
Google search. If you have any questions, 
please contact Jon Metz at 
jmetz@stsebs.org.  

 
 
 

 

Saint Vincent DePaul 
Carl Komp 
 

Meal Program Volunteers Needed 
 

The meal sites are still not serving a sit-down dinner due to 
Covid. They are preparing and serving a hot carryout meal 
for their guests. Volunteers are still needed to package up 
meals and distribute them, as well as for prep work and 
cleanup. You can volunteer on any day that works for you by 
going to Harambee Kitchen 2021 Volunteer Sign Up  We are 
looking into how we can safely prepare (or purchase) a hot 
meal that can be donated to them.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a49a5aa2aa4fa7-harambee
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Prayer & Worship Reports >>> 
 

Prayer  
 

   A New Year's Prayer 
 
Lord, You make all things new 
You bring hope alive in our hearts 
And cause our Spirits to be born again 
Thank you for this new year 
For all the potential it holds. 
Come and kindle in us 
A mighty flame 
So that in our time, many will see the wonders of God 
And live forever to praise Your glorious name. 
 
- Author Unknown 
 
From jesuitresource.com 

 
 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu (October 9, 1931 – December 26, 2021) 
 

“In the end what matters is not how good we are but how good God is. Not how much we love 
Him but how much He loves us. And God loves us whoever we are, whatever we’ve done or 
failed to do, whatever we believe or can’t.” 
 

“There comes a point where we need to stop just pulling people out of the river.  We need to 
go upstream and find out why they’re falling in.”  

- Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

 

 

http://jesuitresource.com/
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Saint Catherine Celebrates Its Centennial Year 
 

 A Year of Special Events 
 
Welcome to 2022 – the 100th Anniversary of Saint Catherine Parish – an historical milestone! 
The Parish will celebrate this momentous occasion with a Centennial Kick-off Celebration on 
Sunday, January 9. Deacon Ralph Kornburger and the Spiritual Life and Worship committee are 
planning a special commemorative Mass to be followed by a reception in the Gathering Area. 
 

Several events are planned: On Friday, November 4, there will be a concert by our own choir 
and former choir members and on Sunday, November 20, the Centennial Mass will be 
celebrated by Bishop Jeffrey Haines. This comes between the actual anniversary of the founding 
of the parish on November 13, 1922 and Saint Catherine of Alexandria’s feast day on November 
25. The team is also planning our annual fundraiser and a pilgrimage to civil right sites in the 
South at the end of September. This year, we will have the 50/50 raffle twice, once in late 
winter and the other in fall. 
 

The event planners would like to have 
photos of various eras and ministries to 
produce a video for all to remember and 
enjoy. If you have any photos of Saint 
Catherine events and would like to add 
them to our Centennial collection, you 
may send the original or a copy, in care of 
Toni Wagner, to the parish or by email to 
wagnertoni@att.net. We are also trying 
to build up our YouTube account – 
Saint Catherine MKE – with videos of 
parish activities and memories. If you 
have a video to share, please send it to 
Brendan Holahan at 
holahan.brendan@gmail.com. 
This year will be a special time for Saint 
Catherine parishioners to gather and 
share memories, to reconnect with 
friends, to invite past parishioners, and to 
learn about the great things that 
continue to happen at Saint Catherine 
Parish.  
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Faith Formation Updates >>> 
 

Bible Study 
Jon Metz 
 

The Gospel of John Study Group  
 

Join us for this eight-part Bible Study on the Gospel of 
John. No prior Bible Study experience needed. This 
user-friendly Bible Study uses video, a workbook and 
guided discussion. There are two opportunities to 
join us: Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m. at St Catherine or 
Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. at St Sebastian. Both groups 
will begin January 4, 2022. To register email Jon Metz 
at jmetz@saintsebs.org. There is a $10 fee for the 
workbook. 
 

Moms Group 
Maggie Shelledy McAsey  
 
    Group’s First Birthday! 
 
Happy New Year! And happy one-year-old birthday to the Saint Sebastian and Saint Catherine's  
Moms Group! 
 

Our first resolution this year is to continue growing this group as a place where highs and lows 
are equally welcome, where the tiny victories are hugely celebrated, and where we all try to 
take all things one day (hour! minute!) at a time. 
 

Since our original January meeting date was January 20, and that happens to be the Feast of 
Saint Sebastian, our second resolution is to double check the calendar before we schedule 
things, so they don't accidentally overlap with Stewardship Committee activities. To encourage 
everyone to check out those activities, we're taking the month off! 
 

In the meantime, save the date for our next gathering on Thursday, February 17, at 6 p.m. 
when we'll gather together for fun and games. Begin brainstorming your favorite go-to 
weeknight dinner recipe. The easier the better! 
 

If you would like to be added to the email list or WhatsApp group text and receive reminders 
about these events, please email media@saintsebs.org and co-leaders Chelsea 
Duffy and Maggie Shelledy McAsey will welcome you! 
 

 

mailto:jmetz@saintsebs.org
mailto:media@saintsebs.org
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Men’s Group 
C J Murray 

Inaugural Meeting Thursday, January 27 

Men of Saint Sebastian and Saint Catherine are welcome to join the first Men's group meeting 
on Thursday, January 27, from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the Saint Sebastian Church Hall. The theme 
for the meeting will be fellowship and whisky tasting. Bring a favorite bottle and/or some 
snacks to share and spend some time getting to know one another. Email CJ Murray 
(cpacker1@aol.com) or Matthew Duffy (duffym22@gmail.com) with any questions. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Administration Updates >>> 
 

Pastoral Council Meetings  
C J Murray 
 

Open to All Parishioners 
Interested in learning more about parish governance and decision-making, or just want to 
explore how to get involved?  Pastoral Council meetings are open to all parishioners and are 
held at 5:30 p.m. on the first Monday of each month in the Multipurpose Room or virtually. 
 

Suggestions, Ideas, Concerns, Compliments 
Have a question, concern or congratulations you want to share about anything parish-
related?  Send an email to the new address of suggestions@saintsebs.org and your inquiry will 
receive attention and a response.   
 

FORMED Website 
 
Every St. Sebastian and St Catherine parishioner has access to FORMED. Step-by-step Directions 
for your free account:  
1. Go to http://www.formed.org   2. Select - Sign Up Button  
3. Select – Sign up as a parishioner   4. Find your parish – St. Sebastian Milwaukee  
5. Select Next      6. Enter your name and email  
7. Select – Sign Up     8. You will then have access to all of the content! 

Getting To Know You 
Check out YouTube Page - 

https://youtube.com/user/StSebTube where Jon Metz 
interviewed people from the parish or community as he tries 
to get to know the parish better.  

 

mailto:cpacker1@aol.com
mailto:duffym22@gmail.com
mailto:suggestions@saintsebs.org
http://www.formed.org/
https://www.youtube.com/user/StSebTube/videos
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Buildings & Grounds Update >>> 
 

Ongoing Work Continues 
Holly Rutenbeck 
 

 Plastering, Painting & Elevator Repair 
 

 
 
Plaster repairs and painting surrounding the bell tower on the interior of the church and at the 
west church hall entrance were completed by Dublin Contractors on December 17, 2021. Thank 
you to all volunteers who helped move the pews for the contractor's scaffolding. Plaster repairs 
and painting of the north wall of the church will begin in the new year by Dublin Contractors. 
 
Buildings and Grounds is working with Braun ThyssenKrupp Elevator to secure a contract to 
replace the gathering space elevator jack in time for Easter services. 
 

Christmas Take Down 
 

Julia M. Galligan  

    Assistance Needed January 12 

It is time to take down all the Christmas decorations in the Church and we need your help on 
Wednesday, January 12, at 6 p.m. We hope to have six volunteers to assist Teri Marsicek and 
her team. This will take roughly 1 ½ hours. Any amount of time you can offer will be 
appreciated. Activities include removing fabrics from the altars and taking items (artificial trees, 
wreaths, fabrics and manger figurines) to the Church environment room for storage. Please 
contact Julia Galligan at (414) 453-1061, ext. 117, if you would like to volunteer. Mask wearing 
is mandatory for all persons not fully vaccinated; mask-wearing for all others is optional (but 
recommended).  

Before

After
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Funraisers >>> 
 

JOY Auction 2022 

Molly Ambrose  

 Save the Date – Saturday, February 26, 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. 

Saint Sebastian School Gymnasium/Cafeteria (with Virtual option) 

With JOY in our hearts and minds this Christmas season, the Saint Sebastian Auction Co-Chairs, 
Molly and Dillon Ambrose and Melissa and Jake Corr, officially invite you to an evening filled 
with fun, merriment and fellowship.  So EVERYONE is comfortable participating, this year the 
auction will have an in-person option and a virtual option. Please go to the website for more 
information and to purchase tickets at: bit.ly/sebs-auction22. Let’s embrace our JOY together as 
a Faith community! 

 

 
 

 

 

http://bit.ly/sebs-auction22
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Fish Fry 
Lisa Weger 

 

Friday, January 7, 4:30 to 7:30 p.m., School Cafeteria 
 

Come on out and enjoy the BEST neighborhood fish fry around! You’ll love the fresh cut cod 
(baked or beer-battered), crispy French fries, and our highly coveted savory shrimp chowder. 
Currently we are offering a carry-out menu only. The fish fry committee is working out details in 
hopes to bring a sit-down dinner experience back to Sebs soon. Thank you for your continued 
support! 
 

Boutique Recap 
Jennifer O’Neil 
 

Successful “Miracle” 
 

The Christian Women's Boutique took place on December 4 with a smaller but just as 
enthusiastic group of women attending.  Safety made it necessary to make a few adjustments 
to the normal routine, but everyone involved worked hard to make sure we all stayed safe. We 
surely missed those who were unable to attend this year but are crossing our fingers that 2022 
will bring us all back together again.   
 
We want to thank everyone who helped make “Miracle on 54th Street” a success. With your 
help, we were able to donate $8,000 to the general operating fund of the parish. New this year 
were 24, 10-foot tables that were purchased with money from the CWSS account. These tables 
will be kept in the church hall for all to use.  A heartfelt thank you to Rocky and Chris Marcoux 
for doing the research and delivery of the tables!   
 
The decorations might not be down yet from this holiday, but here's hoping you have already 
marked December 3, 2022 on your brand new calendar!  We will be there, will you? 
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Archive Team Report >>> 
 

St. Sebastian Song Uncovered 
Mary Voell 
 
   Jubilee Anniversary Sparks a Song 
 
The Saint Sebs Archive Team continually discovers historic treasures.  How about a Saint Sebastian Song 
to the tune of On Wisconsin?   
 
And if you love history, the A Team is always looking for help.  Contact Mary Voell 
at sebsarchives5400@gmail.com.   
 

 
 
 
 
Please continue to read the bulletin; it’s available online or if you would like to have it mailed 

to you, contact the parish office at 414-453-1061. 

 

 

mailto:sebsarchives5400@gmail.com

